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ABSTRACT  

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w o r k  i s  a n  a n a l ys i s  o f  t h e  t h e m e  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  i t s  

l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e l e c t e d  n o v e l s ,  n a m e l y ;  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  ( 1 9 9 7 )  

b y  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ,  a n d  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  ( 2 0 0 8 )  a n d  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  

( 2 0 1 1 )  b y  A r a v i n d  A d i g a .  

T h i s  s t u d y  a i m s  a t  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i a  t h r o u g h  c o v e r t  a n d  o v e r t  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  g o i n g  o n  a l l  

t h e  t i m e  i n  s u c c e s s - d r i v e n  s o c i e t y ,  w h e r e  h u m a n  v a l u e s  a r e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  

t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  m a t e r i a l  g a i n s ,  a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s e l e c t  n o v e l s  o f  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y  a n d  A r a v i n d  A d i g a .  O n l y  t h r e e  n o v e l s  a r e  a n a l ys e d  t o  

k e e p  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i n t a c t  f o r  a n  i n - d e p t h  t e x t u a l  s t u d y .  A s  

l a n g u a g e  m a k e s  t h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o n  t h e  

s a m e  t o p i c  a n d  a  l i t e r a r y  w o r k ,  s o  t h e  r e l a t e d  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  a n a l ys e  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  o f  R o y  a n d  A d i g a  t o  l i n k  t h e i r  t h e m e s  o f  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  a n d  

r e s u l t a n t  p r o t e s t  t o  t h a t  o f  l a n g u a g e s  u s e d  b y  t h e m .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  

m a k e s  t h e i r  n o v e l s  a  p i e c e  o f  l i t e r a r y  p r o t e s t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  R o y ,  t h e  

p r o t e s t  i s  p o w e r f u l  b u t  s u b d u e d  a n d  l a r g e l y  p a s s i v e ;  i n  t h a t  o f  A d i g a  t h e  

p h ys i c a l i t y  o f  p r o t e s t  i s  m u c h  m o r e  v e h e m e n t  a n d  v i o l e n t .  

T h e  t h e s i s  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  c h a p t e r s .  T h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r ,  

“ I n t r o d u c t i o n ” ,  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  f r a m e  o f  t h e  t h e s i s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

l i t e r a r y  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  s e l e c t e d  n o v e l s  o f  b o t h  t h e  w r i t e r s .   

C h a p t e r  2  n a m e d ,  “ P a r a d i g m  o f  P o w e r  P o l i t i c s  a n d  i t s  M a t c h i n g  

L a n g u a g e  i n  A r u n d h a t i  R o y’ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ” ,  d i s c u s s e s  h o w  

t h e  n o v e l  h a s  i n t e n s i t y  o f  a  t r a g e d y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o i g n a n t  d e a t h  o f  

V e l u t h a  a n d  t h e  l o n e l y  d e a t h  o f  A m m u .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  n o v e l  i s  

h i g h l y  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t o  m a t c h  t h e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  t h e m e .  T h e  G o d  o f  

S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  u n i q u e  i n  i t s  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  t h r o u g h  m a n y i n n o v a t i o n s  

t o  m a k e  t h e  r e a d e r  f e e l  t h e  e v e n t s  d i r e c t l y .  I t  i s  m o r e  a  l a n g u a g e  o f  

i n t u i t i o n  t h a n  a  f o r m a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x p r e s s i o n .      
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T h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r  n a m e d ,  “ O p p r e s s o r  S t r i k e s  B a c k :  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ’ s  T h e  

W h i t e  T i g e r ” ,  e x t e n d s  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  i n  

A d i g a ’ s  d e b u t  n o v e l  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  B a l r a m ,  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  

t h e  n o v e l ,  i s  n o t  a s  p o w e r l e s s  a s  A m m u  a n d  V e l u t h a .  B a l r a m  d o e s  n o t  

l e a v e  h i m s e l f  t o  f a t e  b u t  f i g h t s  b a c k ,  e v e n  i f  h e  h a s  t o  k i l l  h i s  m a s t e r  

A s h o k .   

T h e  f o u r t h  c h a p t e r ,  “ A n o t h e r  S t o r y  o f  P o w e r  G a m e  i n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ’ s  

L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r , ”  p r e s e n t s  t h e  l o n e l y ,  r e l e n t l e s s  s t r u g g l e  o f  M a s t e r j i  

w i t h  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  D h a r m e n  S h a h ,  t h e  m i g h t y  b u i l d e r  o f  M u m b a i .  

M a s t e r j i ,  i n  m a n y  w a ys ,  i s  a  s t u d y  i n  c o n t r a s t  i f  o n e  t a k e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  B a l r a m .  W h i l e  B a l r a m  i s  p r a g m a t i c ,  M a s t e r j i  i s  t h o r o u g h  i d e a l i s t ,  w h o  

l i v e s  b y  h i s  b e l i e f s .  U n l i k e  B a l r a m ,  h e  i s  a  t r a g i c  f i g u r e ,  w h o  l i v e s  w i t h  

h i s  i d e a l s  a n d  d i e s  f o r  h i s  i d e a l s .  T h i s  n o v e l  i s  t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  a  

c o l o s s a l  f i g h t  b e t w e e n  a  c o m m o n  m a n  l i k e  M a s t e r j i  a n d  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  

g i a n t  S h a h .  A n d  i t  h a s  g l o b a l  i m p l i c a t i o n .   

T h e  f i f t h  c h a p t e r ,  “ C o n c l u s i o n ” ,  s u m m a r i z e s  t h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  h o w  p o w e r  

p o l i t i c s  g o v e r n s  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  h o w  a  s u i t a b l e  l a n g u a g e  

i s  n e e d e d  a f t e r  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  o n e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  

t i m e s .    
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Chapter  1  

INTRODUCTION 

 

T h e  o b j ec t i v e  o f  t h i s  t h es i s  i s  t o  ex p lo r e  an d  an a l ys e  t h e  th em e  o f  

p o w er  po l i t i c s  i n  t h e  s e l ec t  no v e l s ,  nam el y;  Th e  Go d  o f  S m al l  T h ings  

b y A r u n d h a t i  Ro y  an d  T h e  Wh i t e  T ig e r  an d  L as t  M an  i n  T ow er  b y  

A r av i nd  A di ga .  Br o ad l y,  t h e s e  o b j ec t i v es  c an  b e  sum med  up  a s  

f o l lo w s :  

1 .  P ow er  po l i t i c s  he r e  m ean s  a  s o c io -p o l i t i c a l  and  cu l t u ra l  s t ru gg l e  i n  

In d i an  so c i e t y f o r  g r ab b i n g  po w er  by  an y  m ean s  an d  to  r e t a in  t h a t  

p o w er  a t  an y co s t  b y t h e  o p p r es s o rs .  A l s o ,  r e l a t ed  to  i t  i s  t h e  an ge r ,  

p r o t es t ,  and  r e t a l i a t o r y v i o l en ce ,  b y  t ho s e  ex p lo i t ed  in  t h e  abo ve  

gam e  t o  c l a im  th e i r  d ue  s p ace  i n  so c i e t y.  

2 .  To  an a l ys e  h o w t h e  on go in g  p o wer  p o l i t i c s  i s  ex pre s s ed  in  t h e  

ab ov e  no v e l s  b y t h e  m at ch in g  u se  o f  l an guage  t h a t  s ub t l y i n d i ca t es  

t h a t  po w er  s t ru gg l e .  

3 .  An d  f i na l l y ,  h o w  t he  t wo  no v e l i s t s  s u cceed  i n  keep i ng  f i c t i on a l  a r t  

f r om  s l ip p in g  i n t o  m e r e  p ro pagan d a  b y ad o p t i n g  a  nea r - imp a r t i a l  

a t t i t ud e  i n  d ep i c t ing  t h e  s cen a r i o  i n  su ch  a  w ay t h a t  a ch iev e s  t he  go a l  

o f  m ak i n g  r ead er s  aw a r e  o f  t h e  p a t h e t i c  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  op pr e s sed  i n  no t  

b e in g  an  ov e r t  a c t iv i s t .  

Bo t h ,  A ru nd h a t i  Ro y an d  A r av in d  Ad i ga ,  a r e  wi nn e rs  o f  t h e  M an  

Bo o k er  P r i z e  i n  t h e  yea r s ,  1 9 97  and  2 00 8  r e sp ec t i v e ly .  T h e y h av e  

m an y o t h e r  aw a r ds  t oo .  B o th  t h e  no v e l i s t s ,  w ho  a r e  u nconv en t i on a l  i n  

t h e i r  o r i g in a l  a t t i t u d e ,  a r e  a l s o  r ad i ca l .  I t  i s  im p er a t iv e  t h a t  t h ey  

w o u l d  us e  l an gu age  in  u n co nv en t i on a l  w ays  t o  m at ch  t he  p u r po s e  o f  

t h e i r  p e r cep t i on  o f  r e a l i t y .    
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S om e  o f  t h e  th eo r e t i c a l  b ack gr ou nd s  f o r  t h i s  s t ud y a r e  f r om  v a r i ou s  

g l o b a l  an d  In d i an  th in k er s .  Mi ch e l  Fo u cau l t  i n  h i s  Po wer /Kn owl edg e  

( 1 97 7 ) ,  h as  i nd i ca t ed  h o w  po w er  s t ru c t u re s  t h ro u gh  h i s to r y,  h a s  

f o r ced  th e  u se  o f  k n ow led ge  f o r  ga in in g  p o w er  i n  s o c i e t y.  Ib r ah im 

F r an tz  Fan on ,  i n  h i s  b oo k  T h e  Wr e t ched  o f  t h e  Ear th  ( 196 1 ) ,  an d  ―On  

V i o l en ce ‖  b eco mes  a  b i t t e r  c r i t i qu e  o f  imp e r i a l i s m and  h o w po w er fu l  

f o r ces  su b j u ga t e  l e s s e r  p eo p l e  b y ex p l o i t i n g  th e i r  o wn  l an gu age  an d  

v o cab u l a r y an d  f o r c in g  t h e  n a t iv e s  t o  b eco m e  th e i r  s l av e s .  H e  h as  

a l so  co i n ed  ― l um pen p ro l e t a r i a t ‖ ,  t h e  w r e t ch ed  am on g  t h e  co mm on 

p eop l e ,  wh o  h av e  to  p ro t e s t  aga i ns t  t h e i r  mas t e r s  fo r  r i gh t f u l  p l ace .  

Fan o n  s peaks  o f  v i o l en ce ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  p ro ce ss  o f  co lo n iz a t io n  an d  

d eco l on iz a t io n ,  and  th e  us e  o f  v i o l en ce  in  bo th  t h e  p ro ce ss .  H e  h a s  

f i na l l y  u s e d  v i o l en ce  o f  w r e t ch ed  peo p l e  t h a t  c an  c l a i m  th e i r  ow n  

s p ace  i n  t h e  w o r ld .   

Fan o n ,  i n  h i s  ano t h er  w o rk ,  B la ck  S k in ,  Wh i t e  Mas ks  ( 1 96 7 ) ,  h as  

s po k en  o f  t he  su pp r e s s ed  p eo p l e  ― as  n o t  s im pl y t h o se  w h os e  l abo u r  

h as  b een  ap p ro pr i a t ed ,  b u t  t ho se  wh os e  s o l e  i n f e r i o r i t y  co mpl ex  h as  

b een  c r ea t ed  b y d ea t h  and  bu r i a l  o f  i t s  l o ca l  cu l tu r a l  o r i g i n a l i t y‖  

( 1 8 ) .   

Wh a t  i s  t ro ub l es om e ,  i s  t h e  c r os s  cu r r en t  o f  r ep ea t ed  co nf l i c t  

b e tw een  t he  ex p lo i t e r  an d  t he  ex p lo i t ed .  As  Gi l l e s  D e l euz e  in  

D i f f e r en ce  a nd  R ep e t i t i o n  (1 99 4 )  n a r r a t es  t h a t ,  ― r ep e t i t i o n  a l r ead y 

p l ays  u p on  r ep e t i t i o n ,  and  d i f f e r en ce  a l r ead y p l a ys  u po n  d i f f e r en ces .  

R epe t i t i o ns  r ep ea t  t h ems e lv es ,  w h i l e  t h e  d i f f e r en t i a to r  d i f f e r en t i a t es  

i t s e l f ‖  (x ix ) .  T h i s  r ep e t i t i on  o f  h i s t o r y h a s  co me  to  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

s a tu r a t i on ,  i n  t h e  sen s e  th a t  t h os e  w ho  a r e  d epr iv ed ,  a re  n o  lo n ge r  i n  

a  mo od  t o  s u f fe r  any  f u r t h e r  and  w an t  a  f i n a l  b a t t l e .  T h a t  h as  r esu l t ed  

i n t o  a  l o t  o f  v i o l en ce .  T h i s  s t ud y h a s  t ak en  t he  th r ee  n ov e l s  t ha t  

d ep i c t  t h e  t h em e  o f  p ow er  s t r u gg l e  v e ry  p o i gn an t l y.  I t  i s  ap t  t o  q uo t e ,  

F r i ed r i ch  N i e t z s che  f r om  O n th e  G en ea l og y  o f  Mo ra l s  ( 19 87 ) :  ―A 
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q u an tum  o f  fo r ce  i s  eq u i va l en t  t o  a  q u an tu m  o f  d r iv e‖  ( 4 5 ) .  D ri v e  

h e r e  s u gges t s  t h e  s ub co ns c io us  u r ge  o f  t h e  d epr iv ed  s ec t i on  o f  

s o c i e t y.  

V i r g in i a  W oo l f  i n  ―M od e r n  N o ve l s ‖  sp eaks  o f  t h e  s i t ua t i on  o f  

m od ern  no v e l i s t s  an d  w ri t e r s  ― th a t  i f  a  w r i t e r  wh e t h e r  a  f r e e  m an  and  

n o t  a  s l av e ,  i f  he  co u l d  wr i t e  wh a t  h e  ch os e ,  an d  n o t  wha t  h e  mu s t ,  i f  

h e  cou ld  b as e  h i s  w o rk  up on  h i s  o w n  f e e l i n gs  and  n o t  up on  

co nv en t i on ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  u n co nv en t i on a l  w o rk  in  un con v en t io n a l  

s t yl e‖  ( 2 1 2) .  E v en  m an y p s ych o l o g i s t s  l i k e  Al f r ed  Adl e r ,  C a r l  Gu s t av  

J un g  an d  K a r en  Hor n e y,  s p eak  o f  t h e  i n t e r ac t i on  b e t w een  i n f e r io r i t y  

co mpl ex  and  com pas s i on  o f  c r ea t i v e  o f  m in d ,  an d  s oc i a l  r e a l i t i e s  

a r o un d  i t .  Th os e  l i k e  A r un dh a t i  R o y an d  A r av in d  A di ga  in  

co n t em po r a r y t i m es  w r i t e  abo u t  t he  u rge  o f  t h e  o pp r es sed  an d  a r e  a l s o  

aw ar e  o f  t h e  un cons c io us  and  su b co nsc i ou s  mi nd ,  w he r e  t h i s  u r ge  h a s  

b een  emb edd ed  f o r  l on g .  Ea r l i e r  t o o ,  H en r i  Be r gso n ,  i n  I n t r od uc t ion  

t o  M et ap h ys i c s  ( 190 1 ) ,  h a s  su gges t ed  d i f f e r en t  l a ye r s  o f  t h e  m in d ,   

T h e  s e l f  co ns i s t s  o f  s o l id i f i ed  u p p er  l aye r ,  a  c r us t ,  w h ich  i s  

ap p a ren t l y s t ab l e  w h o l e  p e r so n  t h a t  i s  p r o j ec t ed  t o  t h e  ex t e r n a l  

w o r l d… .  Th e  r ea l  l i v in g  b e in g  co ns i s t s  o f  t he  mean in g ,  

i n t e rp en e t r a t i n g  and  con s t an t l y m o b i l e  s e l v es  t h a t  ex i s t  b e lo w 

t h e  su r f ace  o f  t h e  so l i d i f i ed  c rus t  ( 10 5) .   

S o ,  t h e  con v en t io na l  n ov e l i s t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  w e r e  co n ce r ned  abo u t  t h e  

co ns c i o us  m in d  a lon e .  T h e  m od e rn  nov e l i s t s  go  b eyo n d  an d  a l so  w r i t e  

o f  wh a t  l i e s  b en ea th .  Al t ho u gh  n o t  a  J a mes  J o yce  o r  V i rg i n i a  W oo l f ,  

A r u nd ha t i  Ro y an d  A r av in d  Ad i ga  a l s o  w r i t e  o f  t h e  an ger  an d  p ro t es t  

b u r i ed  i n  t h e  su b co ns c io us  mi nd  o f  t h e i r  ch a r ac t e r s .  B i l l  As h cr o f t  e t  

a l .  i n  Th e  Em pi re  Wr i t e s  B ack  (1 98 9 ) ,  t a l k  o f  ab ro ga t i on  o f  t h e  

i mp e r i a l  c en te r  and  ac t iv e  ap p ro pr i a t i o n  o f  t h e  l an guage  an d  t he  

cu l tu r e  c en t e r .  Th i s  i d e a  a l so  w o rk s  f o r  t h e  se l ec t ed  no v e l s  o f  t h i s  
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s tu d y,  t h o u gh  t h ese  n o v e l s  do n ‘ t  t a lk  d i r ec t l y  o f  t h e  co lo n iz ed  and  

t h e  co lo n iz e r s .   

C r ea t i v e  l i t e r a tu r e  d o es  n o t  co mmun i ca t e  s o  m u ch  th r ou gh  

s t a t em en t s  bu t  m ore  t h ro u gh  s u gges t io ns .  Li t e r a r y l an gu age  b eco mes  

a  co n t ex t  w i th  wh i ch  m an y o f  t h e  s t an d a r d  n o t i on s  a r e  e i t h e r  

q u es t io n ed  o r  r e inv en t ed .  S om et im es ,  t h e y a r e  s u b v er t ed  a s  w e l l .  

Lan gu age  o f  a  w r i t e r ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  ha s  c l os e  l i nk  w i th  w h a t  h e  w an t s  t o  

s a y an d  h ow  i t  i s  fo r mul a t ed  in  h i s  min d  and  t h en  o n  h i s  p ages .   

J a cqu es  M ar i e  Ém i l e  Lacan  ( 1 9 77 )  po i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f o r m at ion  

o f  k no wl ed ge  i s  po ss ib l e  t h r ou gh  l an gu age ,  t h e  f o rm  i n  wh ich  the  

l an gu age  i s  ex p r es sed  an d  d e f i n ed  su b jec t i v e l y… .  I  i d en t i f y  m ys e l f  i n  

l an gu age ,  b u t  on ly  b y  u s in g  m ys e l f  i n  i t  l i k e  an  ob j ec t .  ( 85 - 86 )  

Fe r d in and  d e  S au ss u r e  e t  a l .  go i n g  on e  s t ep  fu r t h e r  h as  a s s e r t ed  th e  

f ac t  t ha t  l an gu age  d e t e r min es  th ou gh t  an d  n a t u r e  o f  t h o u gh t  o f  an  

i nd iv i du a l .  Z .  N .  Pa t i l  ( 19 94 )  d es c r i be s :  

Lan gu age ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  mu s t  b e  i nv es t i ga t ed  wi t h i n  t he  s o c i a l  

co n t ex t  o f  comm un i t y t h a t  u s e s  i t .  S i mi l a r l y,  l i t e r a tu re ,  …  A  

w o r k  o f  l i t e r a tu r e  c an  o n l y b e  f u l l y  g r a s p ed  b y r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  

t o t a l  d yn am ics  o f  s o c i a l  an d  h i s to r i c a l  ev en t s  b ecau s e  t he  

m ediu m  o f  i t s  r e a l i z a t io n  i s  a  p a r t  o f  cu l t u r a l  t r ad i t i on .  … 

Lan gu age  i s  an  i m po r t an t  p a r t  o f  t h e  cu l tu r e  o f  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

g r o u p  and  i t s  p a t t e r n  (1 5 ) .   

S .C .  Bh a t t ach a r ya ,  i n  t h e  f o rw a r d  t o  R .S .  G up t a ‘ s  ( 2 0 00)  

D ir ec t io ns  i n  In d ian  So c io l in gu i s t i c s ,  h a s  n o t ed ;  ―Lan gu age  n o t  on l y  

u n i t e s  t h r ou gh  i t s  ab i l i t y  t o  comm un ica t i on ,  i t  a l s o  d iv id e s  b ecau s e  i t  

ge t s  i n ex t r i c ab l y l i n k ed  wi th  e th n i c i ty  an d  ‗ po w er ‖ ( 5 ) .  T h i s  l i n k age  

b e tw een  l an gu age  an d  so c i e t y i s  fu r th e r  s up po r t ed  b y S a r yu g  Y ad av  

( 2 01 0 )  i n  h i s  ― La n gu age  So c i e t y an d  C u l tu r e :  A  S t udy i n  S ens e ,  

S ub s t an ce  an d  S ens ib i l i t y ‖ ,  w h o  ob se r v e s  t h a t  ― l an gu age  d o es  no t  
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o n l y co n s t i t u t e  t he  s en s e  and  s o c i ab i l i t y  o f  a  p e r so n ,  bu t  i t  a l so  

c r ea t es  t h e  t ex tu r e  o f  s o c i e t y  an d  cu l tu r e‖  ( 52 ) .  A l l  t h e se  r em ark s  on  

l an gu age  a r e  r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  w a ys  in  w h i ch  b o t h  A ru nd h a t i  R o y an d  

A r av i nd  Adi ga  ex pr e s s  t h e i r  em o t io n  an d  id eo l o g y t h ro ugh  ch a r ac t e r s  

an d  ev en t s  i n  t h e i r  n o ve l s .   

T h e  l i n gu i s t i c  t o o l s  t h a t  R o y an d  A d i ga  mo s t l y a p p l y a r e  

a c r o n ym s ,  a f f ix a t io n ,  c o i n age ,  cod e -m ix in g ,  co d e- s wi t ch in g ,  l ex i ca l  

b o r ro wi n gs ,  t r an s l a t i on ,  r edu p l i c a t ion ,  e t c .  A c ro n ym  i s  d e f i n ed  as  a  

m o rp ho l o g i ca l  p r o ce s s ,  w h i ch  f o rm s  a  n ew  w o r d  b y co m b in in g  i n i t i a l  

l e t t e r s  o f  s yl l ab l es .  An dr ea s  S ed l a t s ch ek  i n  C ont em po ra r y  In d ian  

E n g l i sh :  Va r i a t i on  a n d  C ha ng e  ( 2 009 )  ex p l a i ns ,  ― In  In d i an  E n gl i s h ,  

c l i pp ed  w o rd s  a r e  a s  com mo n  a s  a c r o n ym s .  A c ro n ym s  a r e  us ed  i n  

In d i an  En g l i sh  b ecau s e  th e y ―h av e  a  t en d en c y t o  l i k i ng  ac r o n ym s ‖  

( 8 7 ) .  A f f ix a t io n  p l a ys  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  f o rm a t io n  o f  n ew  w o r ds .  W h en  

o n e  d e r i v es  t h e  d iv e r s e  f o r ms  o f  t h e  s am e  wo r d  l i ke  sp eak ,  sp ok e ,  

s po k en ,  sp eak s ,  and  s p eak i n g ,  i t  i s  ca l l ed  t h e  i n f l ex io n .  Bu t  wh en ,  

o n e  co i ns  t h e  n ew w o r d  l i ke  t h e  s p eak e r ,  wh ich  i s  n o t  t h e  d i v e r se  

f o rm  o f  t he  s am e  w o r d ,  becaus e  t h e  s p eak e r  i s  a  n ew  w o r d  and  i t  i s  

c a l l ed  d e r i v a t i on .  C o i nage ,  ano th e r  p r o ce ss ,  i s  gen e r a l ly  n o t  t h e  p a r t  

o f  an y w o r d  f o rm at i on ,  b u t  i t  i s  co ns c i ou s l y c r ea t ed  b y t h e  sp eak e r  o r  

t h e  w r i t e r  t o  p o in t  t o  t h e i r  o wn  cu l tu re  an d  e th n i c  i d en t i t y .  I t  i s  a l s o  

a t  t im es  c r ea t ed  by  acc i d en t .  Y e t ,  cu l tu r a l  s ens ib i l i t y  i s  i n vo lv ed  to  

s ho w  th e i r  o wn  id en t i t y  o r  s u b jec t iv i ty .  M an y m o d e rn  w r i t e r s  co in  a  

n ew  wo rd  b y ad d i ng  s om e  l i n gu i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  n a t iv e  l an gu age .  Th e y 

d o  s o  becaus e  t h ey  b e l i ev e  t h a t  i t  i s  on e  o f  t he  w a ys  t o  r es i s t  t he  

d om in an t  and  h egem on ic  fo rm  o f  E n g l i sh  l an gu age .    

C od e -mix i n g  an d  Co d e -s wi t ch i n g  a r e  seen  as  a  n ew v en t u r e  wi th  

p o l i t i c a l  ov e r t on es .  Th e y a r e  i n t end ed  to  i n t ro du ce  s ome  f ea tu r es  o f  

t h e  n a t iv e  l an gu age ,  o r  L1 ,  i n to  t h e  do min an t  fo rm o f  co lo n i a l  

l an gu age ,  L2 .  A l l  co n t emp or a r y w r i t e r s  o f  no n -n a t ive  w o r l d  l i k e  
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A r u nd ha t i  Ro y,  A r av in d  Ad i ga  and  o th e r s  hav e  mix ed  som e  l i n gu i s t i c  

co mp on en t  o f  L1  i n to  L2 .  R . K.  A gn ih o t r i  ( 19 97 )  r eg i s t e r s  t h a t  t h e  

p h en om ena  o f  Cod e -m ix in g  an d  Co d e -s wi t ch i n g  a r e  h e l p f u l  i n  

s ub v e r t i n g  co lo n i a l  fo rm  o f  En g l i sh  w h en  th e  n a t iv e  sp eak er  mix es  

o n e  l an gu age  co d e  t o  t he  o th e r  l angu age  co d e ,  o r  t he  v a r i e t y o f  

l an gu age .  In  co n v er s a t io n ,  t h a t  i s  c a l l ed  C od e -m ix in g .  Bu t  w hen  th e  

n a t iv e  sp eak e r  s wi t ch es  f ro m on e  l an gu age  t o  ano the r  l an gu age  

d u r i n g  h i s  co nv e rs a t io n  a t  l ex i s ,  p h r asa l ,  c l aus e ,  s en t en t i a l  l ev e l ,  i t  i s  

c a l l ed  cod e  s wi t ch in g .   

B .  B .  K ach ru ,  i n  h i s  T h e  In d ia n i sa t ion  o f  En g l i sh :  T h e  E n g l i sh  

L an gu ag e  in  In d ia  ( 1 98 3 ) ,  ex p l a in s  Co d e -mix i n g  and  C od e - sw i t ch in g :  

C od e -s w i t ch in g  en t a i l s  t h e  ab i l i t y  t o  s wi t ch  f r om  cod e  A  t o  

co d e  B .  Th e  a l t e r a t io n  o f  co d es  i s  d e t e rm in ed  b y t h e  f u n c t io n ,  

t h e  s i t u a t i on  and  th e  p a r t i c i p an t s .  I t  r e f e r s  t o  c a t ego r i za t i on  o f  

o n e ‘s  v e rb a l  r ep e r t o i r e  i n  t e rms  o f  f u n c t i on s  r o l es .  … Co d e-

m i x i ng ,  on  th e  o t he r  h an d ,  en t a i l s  t r an s f e r r i n g  l i n gu i s t i c  u n i t s  

f r om  o n e  cod e  in to  an o t h er  (1 93 - 19 4) .  

N o w,  th e r e  i s  a  b r i e f  an a l ys i s  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y co mm ent s  o n  t he  

t h ree  s e l ec t ed  n ove l s .  Po w er  po l i t i c s  i s  ch i e f l y ex p r es s ed  t h r ou gh  

i n t r i gu es ,  m an ip u la t i on s ,  c r ue l t y ,  v i o l en ce ,  an ge r ,  and  p r o t es t .  Th e  

d i s c r im in a t io n  and  ex p lo i t a t i on  p r eva l en t  amo n g  t he  op p r es sed  b y 

o p pr e s s o r s  a re  com mo n  th r eads  i n  a l l  t h e s e  n ov e l s .  T h e  s p ec i f i c  

ex p r es s io n  o f  an gu i sh  an d  an ge r  a l s o  t ak e  t h e  f o r m o f  r age ,  w r a th ,  

h a t r ed ,  and  f i e r ce  s t ru gg l e .  T h i s  t yp i ca l  p a t t e rn  o f  s o c i e t y h a s  b een  

r ep r es en t ed  b y J u l i e  Mul l an ey ( 2 0 0 2)  a s  ― t h e  m at r ix  o f  p r i v a t e  an d  

p u b l i c  h i s t o r y‖  ( 6 9 ) .  T h ro u gh  th e  ex am pl e  o f  Su n i l  S e t h i  i n  O ut l oo k ,  

s h e  po i n t s  o u t  t h a t ,  ― th e  th emes  o f  l o v e ,  s p i t e ,  b e t r a ya l ,  ha t red  and  

gu i l t  r un  l i k e  a  sp i d er ‘ s  w eb‖  ( 69 ) .  O n  n a r r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s ,  U rb as h i  

Bar a t  ( 20 12 )  i n  R .K .  D h aw an ‘ s  ed i t ed  A ru nd ha t i  Ro y :  T h e  N ove l i s t  

E x t r a  Or d i na ry  s e em s  t o  n am e  i t  ―n o t  q u i t e  cyc l i c a l ‖  i n  na t u r e  (9 0 ) .   
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A s  ex pr e s s ed  b y  C h a r l es  R ob e r t  D a r wi n  in  h i s  t heo r y o f  

ev o l u t i on  wi th  com p el l i n g  ev i d en ce  i n  On  th e  Or ig in  o f  S pec i es  

( 1 85 9 ) ,  su r v iv a l  i s  t h e  ba s i c  i n g r ed i en t  i n  h um an  n a t u r e ;  t h i s  cov e rs  

a l l  t h e  t h r ee  s e l ec t ed  no ve l s  t oo .  R ahe l ,  Es th a ,  Amm u,  an d  V e lu t h a  in  

T h e  Go d  o f  S m al l  T h in gs ,  Ba l r am in  T h e  Wh i t e  T ig e r ,  an d  Y o gesh  A 

M u r t h y i n  L as t  Man  i n  Tow er ,  h ave  to  s t r u gg l e  a  l o t  t o  i mp ro v e  th e i r  

p r ed i cam en t .  A l ex  T i ck e l l  ex p l a i ns  A r u nd ha t i  R o y‘ s  n o v e l  i n  t h es e  

w o r ds :  

R o y‘ s  i n t e r es t  i n  t h e  co n t i nu i t i e s  b e t w een  ch i ld hoo d  and  

ad u l t ho od  do es ,  h o w ev e r ,  po i n t  t o  an  imp o r t an t  gen e r i c  

t em pl a t e  i n  t h e  B i l du ng sr om an  –  a  t yp e  o f  n o v e l ,  u s u a l l y  

n a r r a t ed  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s on ,  i n  wh ich  th e  cen t r a l  cha rac t e r ‘ s  

gr o w th  f ro m  ch i ldh o od  t o  m at u r i t y  an d  t h e i r  d eve lo p in g  s e l f -

aw a r en ess  p r ov id e  t h e  m a in  f r am ew ork  o f  t h e  na r r a t i v e  (3 ) .  

A l t ho u gh  n o t  w r i t t en  in  t h e  f i r s t  p e r so n  na r r a t i v e ,  t h e  s to r y - l i ne  

i n  Ro y‘ s  no v e l  ha s  m an y au t ob io gr ap h i ca l  t o u ch es .  Fu r th e rm o re ,  

t h e r e  a re  m an y p a r a l l e l  p a t t e r ns  i n  T h e  G od  o f  S m al l  Th in gs  

i r r es p ec t i ve  o f  t ime  and  d i s t an ce  th a t  t h e y co v e r .  A ru ndh a t i  Ro y h a s  

p o r t r ayed  an  o ld  ho us e  a s :  ―T h e  H i s to r y H o u s e .  W ho se  d oo r s  w er e  

l o ck ed  an d  wi nd ows  o p en ‖  ( 30 6 ) .  In  t h e  s am e  w a y,  T . S .  E l io t  i n  h i s  

T h e  F ou r  Q uar t e t s  s u gges t s  t h a t  h i s to r y  i s  a l w ays  ‗ a  p a t t e rn  o f  

t im e l es s  m om ent s ‘ .  ( 1 2 3)  T im e  p l ays  a  s i gn i f i c an t  ro l e  i n  s u ch  no v e l s  

d ep i c t in g  co n t i nu i ty  i n  ex p lo i t a t i on  th r o u gh  gen er a t io ns  an d  m ut ed  o r  

o p en  p r o t es t  aga in s t  i t .  

P a r ad i gm ,  a s  p e r  Ox f o rd  A dv an ced  Lea r n e r ‘ s  D i c t i on a r y ,  m eans  

f i r s t ,  a  t yp i ca l  exam pl e  o r  p a t t e rn  o f  so me th i n g .  I t  a l so  m eans  a  

p a t t e rn  i n  g r amm ar ,  a s  a  s e t  o f  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r en t  fo rms  o f  a  w o rd .  

P a r ad i gm ,  t h e re f o re ,  r e l a t es  t o  r e cu r r i n g  p a t t e r n  i n  p ow er  p o l i t i c s .  

A n ot he r  d e f i n i t i on  o f  ―p a r ad i gm‖  co m es  t h ro u gh  G o o g l e  on l in e  

d i c t i on a r y:   
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1 .  A  t yp i ca l  ex am pl e  o r  p a t t e rn  o f  s om et h i n g;  a  p a t t e r n  o r  

m od el .  ― s o c i e t y‘ s  p a r ad i gm  o f  t h e  ‗ i d ea l  w om an‘ ‖  s yn o n ym s :  mo de l ,  

p a t t e rn ,  ex am pl e ,  s t and a rd ,  p r o to t yp e ,  a r ch e t yp e ;  Mo r e  a  w o r l d  v i ew 

u n de r l yi n g  t h e  th eo r i e s  an d  me th od o l o g y o f  a  p a r t i cu l a r  s c i en t i f i c  

s ub j ec t .  ― t h e  d i s cov e r y o f  u n iv e r sa l  gr av i t a t i on  b ecam e  th e  p a r ad i gm  

o f  s u cce ss f u l  s c i ence‖ .   

2 .  Li n gu i s t i c s :  a  s e t  o f  l i n gu i s t i c  i t em s  t h a t  f o rm  mu tu a l l y  

ex c lus iv e  ch o i ces  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  s yn t ac t i c  r o l e s .   

3 .  ( In  t h e  t r ad i t i o n a l  g r amm ar  o f  La t i n ,  G r eek ,  an d  o th e r  

i n f l e c t ed  l an gu ages ) ,  a  t ab l e  o f  a l l  t h e  i n f l e c t ed  f o rms  o f  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

v e r b ,  n ou n ,  o r  ad j ec t i v e ,  s e r v in g  a s  a  mo d e l  f o r  o t h e r  w o r ds  o f  t h e  

s ame  co n j u ga t io n  o r  d ec l en s io n .  

T h us ,  t h e  u s e  o f  p a r ad i gm  in  th i s  s t ud y i s  m ea n t  t o  s how 

r ep ea t in g  o f  ex p lo i t a t i o n -p ro t es t  ch a in  in  t he  so c i o -h i s to r i c a l  con tex t  

i n  t h e  th r ee  s e l ec t ed  no ve l s .  

M ar ga r e t  At w oo d  ha s  sa id ,  ― I  am  a  n ov e l i s t .  I  d o n ‘ t  gen er a l i z e . ‖  

H en ce ,  i n  co n t en t  an d  s co p e  Th e  Go d  o f  S mal l  Th i ngs ,  Th e  Wh i t e  

T i g er ,  an d  La s t  Ma n  i n  To wer ,  h av e  a  com mo n  p a t t e r n  o f  su f f e r in g  

an d  r es i s t an ce .  T ha t  r es i s t ance  ma y ,  a t  t im es ,  b e  p a s s i v e  a s  i n  t h e  

ca s e  o f  V e l u t h a .  In  t h e  cas e  o f  M as t e r j i ,  t h e  ac t i ve  r es i s t an ce  s t a r t s ;  

b u t  i n  t h e  ca s e  o f  Ba l r am ,  i t  i s  aggr e s s iv e l y ac t i v e  r es u l t i n g  i n t o  

m u rd e r .  T h es e  d i f fe r en ces  i n  t h e  th r ee  n o v e l s  a r e  j u s t i f i ed  b ecaus e  o f  

d i f f e r en ce  i n  l o ca l e ,  s i t u a t i on ,  and  th e  a t t i t ud e  o f  t h e  ch a r ac t e r s  

i nv o l ved .  I f  t h e i r  s t ru gg l e  i s  gen er a l i z ed ,  i t  w ou ld  s eem  in au th en t i c  

an d  ae s t he t i c a l l y  i mpl aus i b l e .  As  bo th  R o y an d  A di ga  a r e  s k i l fu l  

a r t i s t s ,  t h e y h av e  av o i d ed  s u ch  in an i t y  o f  gen e r a l i z a t io n .    

R ega r d i n g  p r es en ce  o f  p r o t es t  i n  no v e l s ,  i t  i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  q uo te  

R i ch a rd  W r i gh t ,  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  o f  Ki ch u n g  Ki m  (1 97 4 ) ;  ―W ri gh t ,  t h e  

P ro t es t  No v e l ,  and  Ba ld wi n‘ s  Fa i t h‖ ,  wh e r e  h e  h as  n o t ed ,  ―Al l  



9 
 

l i t e ra tu r e  i s  p r o t es t .  Y ou  can‘ t  n ame  a  s in g l e  no v e l  w h ich  i s  no t  

p r o t es t ‖ .  In  In d i an  co n t ex t ,  K .  J aga n n a t ha  R ao  and  M u r a l i  Mo h an  

R a j u  ( 20 13 )  h av e  no t ed :   

T h e  v o i ce s  o f  p ro t e s t  h av e  ex pa nd ed  i t s  h o r i zo n  b y cu t t i n g  

ac r o ss  t h e  l i n gu i s t i c  b a r r i e r s  and  v a r io us  m ov em ent s  l i ke ,  D a l i t  

m ov em ent …  a r t i cu l a t in g  a  s i l en t  p a i n  o f  ‗ a  s ec t i on  o f  ou r  

p eop l e  r e l ega t ed  to  t h e  b o t t om  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  h i e r a r ch y f o r  mo re  

t h an  th i r t y  c en t u r i e s  and  l a id  t h e  fo un d a t i on  s t on e  o f  p ro t es t  i n  

t h e i r  n a t i v e  l an gu ages  ( 2 6 2) .    

Bu t  t h e  p ro t e s t  con t i nu es  i n  s om e  f o r m  and  t he  o th e r .  H en ce ,  s uch  

n o ve l s  h av e  b een  w r i t t en  an d  wo u ld  b e  w r i t t en  aga in .  Th e  th r ee  

n o ve l s ,  t he r e fo r e ,  a r e  p a r t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  e t e r n a l  c r ea t i on s .  O n e  i s  h e re  

r emi nd ed  o f  M ajo r  S cob i e  t h a t  t h e  h ear t  o f  t h e  m at t e r  i s  s u f fe r in g .  I f  

o n e  do es  no t  kn ow  i t ,  h e  i s  e i t h e r  a  ch i ld  o r  a  wi ck ed  pe rs on .   

M on a  S ch eue r mann  ( 1 9 85 )  i n  S oc ia l  P r o t es t  i n  t h e  E igh t een t h -

C en tu r y  E ng l i s h  No ve l  d ea l s  wi th  s oc i a l  p ro t e s t  b u t  i t  w as  n o t  t ak en  

a s  a  v eh i c l e  o f  so c i a l  r e fo rm  i n  th e  e i gh teen t h  cen tu r y.  S cheu e rm ann  

h a s  ex am in ed  n i ne  e i gh t een th  cen tu r y n o v e l s  r an gi n g  f r om  H en r y  

Fi e ld i n g‘ s  A m el ia  t o  H er ms pr on g:  o r  M a n  as  H e  i s  No t  o f  R ob e r t  

Bage ,  w h e r e  sh e  ha s  no t ed  th es e  n ove l s  as  ‗ qu i t e  c iv i l i z ed  a f f a i r ‘ .  I t  

i nd i ca t es  t h a t  p ro t e s t  i n  no v e l s  t h os e  d ays  w e r e  n o t  v i o l en t  and  

b r u t a l .  H ow ev er ,  i n  he r  f i n d i n gs ,  t he  abu s e  o f  p o w er  h as  b een  a  

co mmo n  th em e  in  t h e  e i gh t een -cen t u r y  n o v e l s  o f  p r o t es t .  T h e  b lu rb  

h a s  no t ed  s i gn i f i c an t l y:   

Be l i e f  i n  t h e  p o wer  o f  edu ca t io n  a s  a  f o r ce  fo r  t h e  im p rov em ent  

o f  so c i e t y ,  co lo r s  t h e  p ro t e s t  b y s u gges t i n g  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  

r e l a t i v e l y ea s y an d  l i k e l y v e r y e f f ec t iv e  s o l u t i on  fo r  much  t h a t  

i s  w ro n g .  I r o n y,  s a t i r e ,  and  r a t i on a l  op t im i sm  i n t e rv en e  b e tw een  
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t h e  r e ad e r  an d  t h e  s o c i a l  p a in  b e i n g  b r o u gh t  d r am at i ca l ly  t o  h i s  

a t t en t i on .  

T h i s  s ho ws  ve r y c l ea r l y t h a t  t h e  cho sen  no v e l s  f o r  t h e  s tu d y,  w i t h  t h e  

s t ru gg l e  o f  p ow er  p o l i t i c s ,  a r e  ex t en s i on  o f  t h e  ea r l i e r  l i t e r a r y 

p r o t es t s .  A s  co n t em po r a r y t i m e  h as  n o t  b een  so  c iv i l i z ed  wi th  th e  

ab s en ce  o f  l e s s  h um an  v a lu e s ,  s o  t h es e  s e l ec t ed  no v e l s  b y t h e  p r e s en t  

s cho la r  a re  v e r y b r u t a l  a t  t im es .  Ex am pl es  a r e  t h e  b eas t l y  b ea t i n g  o f  

V e lu th a  b y K e r a l a  p o l i c e  i n  Ro y,  m u r d e r  o f  M r .  As hok  b y Ba l r am ,  

an d  co l d - b l oo d ed  m u rd e r  o f  Yo ges h  A  Mu r t h y i n  Ad i ga .  

S a t i s h  K .  S h ar m a  ( 1 98 7 ) ,  i n  h i s  ed i t ed  b oo k  R e for m ,  P r o t es t ,  

a n d  So c i a l  T r an s f or ma t i on ,  h as  chap t e r s  o n  p ro t e s t  an d  r e fo rm 

t h ro u gh  t h e  l en se s  o f  so c i a l  an gl e s  i n  i t .  S h ar ma‘ s  i n s i gh t  i n  h i s  

ch ap t e r  h as  d ep ic t ed  a  c l e a r  ev id en ce  o f  t h e  wo r ke r s ,  w h ich  i s  a l so  

ap p a ren t l y  t r u e  wi t h  p i ck l e  f a c to r y w o r ke r s  i n  T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  

T h in gs  an d  d r iv e r s  o f  Th e  Wh i t e  T i g er .  H e ,  f o r  h i s  s p ec i f i c  a r gu m ent ,  

u n de r l in e s :   

Fo r  th e  wo r k er s ,  …  th e y a r e  u n ab l e  t o  d o  an yt h in g  i n  t h e  g i v en  

w o r k in g  co n d i t i o ns  s i n ce  t h ey  t h ems e l v es  a r e  p ow er l e s s .  T h us ,  

t h e  w o rk  p r o ce ss  ov e r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i od  o f  t im e  s e t s  i n  m ot i on  

t h e  au gm en t a t i on  o f  s en s e  o f  po w er l e s s ness ,  h e lp l e s s nes s  e t c .  

( 2 45 )   

E .  R a j a  R ao  (1 99 3)  i n  B eyon d  Pr o t e s t ,  ex ami n es  co n t em po r a r y 

A f r i can  Am er i can  F i c t io n  c r i t i c a l l y ,  w h e r e  h e  su gges t s :  

O n e  i s  t h e  p r o t es t  t r ad i t i on  and  th e  o th e r  c an  b e  ca l l ed  th e  

―ae s t h e t i c  t r ad i t i on . ‖  T h e  n ov e l s  o f  p r o t es t  a r e  ma r ked  b y a  

r a c i a l  an im us  wi t ho u t  an y co n ce r n  f o r  s t yl i s t i c  no v e l t y w h e r eas  

t ho s e  o f  t he  aes the t i c  t r ad i t i o n  sh ow  gr ea t  awa r eness  o f  t h e  

co mpl ex i t i e s  o f  t he  ―h um an  con d i t i on ‖  d ep ic t ed  i n  an  a r t i s t i c  

s t yl e .  ( 27 )  
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H is  ap t  r emar k s  ab o u t  ‗ a  s t r on g  cu r r en t  o f  p ro t e s t  t r ad i t i on ‘ ,  h av e  

m e t i cu l ou s l y ap p l i ed  s en s e  i n  t h e  s e l ec t ed  wo rk s  o f  Ro y an d  A d i ga  

h e r e .  Ho w ev er ,  t h e  p ro t es t  t r ad i t i on  reach ed  i t s  h i gh  po i n t  w i t h  t h e  

p u b l i c a t i on  o f  A r un d ha t i  R o y‘ s  T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  Th in gs .  E .  R a j a  R ao  

h a s ,  f u r th e r ,  d i s cu ss ed  wi t h  t he  h e l p  of  R i ch ar d  R i gh t ‘ s  ―H o w  Bi gge r  

w as  Bo rn ‖ ,  a s  ―wh i t e  G od ‖  and  ―b lack  G od ‖ .  I t  h a s  an  an a l o g y  t o  

R o y‘ s  d ep i c t io n  o f  G od  o f  sm al l  an d  G od  o f  b i g  t h i n gs .  Adi ga ‘ s  

p o r t r aya l  h a s  a l s o  e l em en t s  o f  t h e  sam e  ex p r es s i on ,  when  h e  po in t s  

o u t :  

T o  su m  up  –  i n  t h e  o l d  da ys  t h e r e  w e re  o n e  th ou s an d  cas t e s  an d  

d e s t i n i es  i n  In d i a .  T h es e  d ays ,  t h e r e  a r e  j u s t  tw o  cas t e s :  M en  

w i t h  B i g  Be l l i e s ,  an d  M en  wi t h  S ma l l  Be l l i e s .   

A n d  on l y t w o  d es t in i es :  e a t  –  o r  ge t  ea t en  up .  ( T WT  64 )  

Fo r  s oc io lo g i ca l  app r o ach  to  po l i t i c a l  an d  no np o l i t i c a l  v io l en ce ,  

P r ab h as h  P d .  S in gh  ( 1 98 9 ) ,  i n  h i s  Po l i t i ca l  V io l e n ce  i n  I n d i a ,  h as  

s tu d i ed  i t  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  19 7 7 -8 0 .  Fo r  v i o l en ce ,  S i n gh  t r i e s  t o  

u n de r s t an d  i t  a s :  ―T h e  g r o wt h  o f  s c i en ce  an d  t e ch no lo g y h a s  n o t  b een  

ab l e  t o  r ed u ce  v io l en ce  bu t  t o  p r ov id e  mo r e  e f f i c i en t  and  mo re  

r e l i ab l e  i n s t ru m en t  o f  t o r tu r e‖  (2 ) .   So ,  t he  i d eo lo g y o f  p o w er  po l i t i c s  

co m es  i n  b e t w een  p r od u c t i on  o f  k now l ed ge .  S a id  ha s  ap t l y  s a i d :  ―Fo r  

t h e r e  i s  s u ch  a  t h i n g  a s  kn ow l ed ge  t h a t  i s  l e s s ,  r a t h e r  t h an  mo r e ,  

p a r t i a l  t h an  th e  in d i v i du a l ,  w ho  p ro duce  i t .  Y e t  t h i s  k now l ed ge  i s  n o t  

t h e r e f o r e  au t om at i ca l l y  n o n p o l i t i c a l ‖  ( 1 0 ) .  T h es e  w r i t i n gs  h e l p  in  

u n de r s t an d i n g  th e  s o c i a l  p ro b l em s  d ep i c t ed  i n  t h e  th r ee  s e l ec t ed  

n o ve l s ,  a s  wh y s i t ua t i on  p r e sen t ed  t h e r e  i s  so  b l eak  and  ba r r en .    

Y e t ,  i n  l i t e r a r y b o o ks ,  na r r a t i n g  t he  s am e  p o l i t i ca l -eco no mi c  

s i t u a t io n  i s  n o t  s im pl e  bu t  comp l ex ,  b ecau se  t h ey  d ea l  w i th  f e e l in gs  

gen e r a t ed  o u t  o f  t h os e  f ac tu a l  s i t u a t io ns .  A r un dh a t i  Ro y w r i t es  

E n g l i sh  l an gu age  in  a  g l o ba l  p a t t e r n  o f  im p re ss io n .  J as on  Co wl e y,  
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o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  1 997  Boo k er  P r i z e  j u dges ,  i nd i ca t e s  b y c o mm en t i n g  on  

R o y‘ s  w o r k ,  ― s t ru c tu r a l l y  …  in t e r e s t in g‖  and  h as  a  ― r ad i ca l  

d i f f e r en ce‖  f r om  o th e r  co nv en t i on a l  no v e l s .  Co mp lex i t y co m es  o u t  i n  

h e r  w o rk  b ecau s e  th e  s ub jec t  m a t t e r  i s  v e r y i n t ens e l y r e l a t ed  to  h e r  

l i f e .  Am mu  in  th e  n o v e l  i s  l a r ge l y m od e l ed  on  Ro y‘ s  m ot he r .  S om e 

o th e r  r e f e r en ces  o f  t h e  n ov e l  o n  Es t ha  an d  R ah e l  a r e  f ro m  h e r  ow n  

l i f e .  S o ,  t ho u gh  th in gs  a r e  r e c r ea t ed ,  t h e y s t i l l  b ea r  t h e  s t am p  o f  

l i n ge r in g  an gu i s h .   

C ow l ey h as  f u r th e r  no ted  R o y‘ s  ―v a lu ab l e  i n s i gh t ‖  i n  

t e chn i qu es ,  t o o l s ,  n a r r a t i on ,  an d  a l so  i n  h e r  w e l l - a r r anged  w r i t i n g s ,  

w h ich  sh e  h a s  em plo yed  i n  T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  T h i ng s :  

…  a  c i r cu i to us  n a r r a t i v e  s o  t h a t  ev en t s  em er ge  e l l i p t i c a l l y  an d  

o u t  o f  ch r on o l o gica l  s eq uen ce .  Sh e  can n i l y u s e s  c inem at i c  

t e chn i qu es  -  t im e  s h i f t s ,  end l es s  f a s t  f o rw a r ds  and  r ev e r s a l s ,  

r ap i d  ed i t i n g  -  s im ul t an eo us l y t o  a cce l e r a t e  an d  d e l a y t h e  

co min g  d i s as t e r .  A n  a t mo sp he r e  o f  f o r eb od in g ,  some t i m es ,  

l aps i n g  in t o  p o r t en to us n ess ,  h an gs  o v e r  t h e  n a r r a t iv e .  ( I nd ia  

T od a y ,  O c t .  27 ,  199 7 )  

S a l man  Ru sh d i e  an d  E l i z ab e t h  Wes t  ( 1 99 7) ,  h av e  an  ed i t ed  

an th o lo g y,  T h e  V in t ag e  B oo k  o f  I nd i an  Wr i t i ng  1 94 7 -1 99 7 .  R us hd ie ,  

w h o  h ims e l f  h as  mu ch  an ge r  an d  p r o t e s t  i n  h i s  Mi dn ig h t ‘ s  Ch i ld r en ,  

a r gu es ,  ―E n g l i s h  ha s  b ecom e  an  In d ian  l an gu age‖  (x i i i )  b ecau se  n ow 

m an y c r ea t i v e  w r i t e r s  f ro m  In d i a  o r  f r om  In d i an  o r i g in  w r i t i n g  i n  

E n g l i sh ,  a r e  b ecom in g  in t e r n a t i on a l l y f am o us .  T h er e  h av e  b een  

t h i r t y- t w o  ex t r ac t s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  P t .  J aw ah a r l a l  Neh ru ‘ s  t h e  g r ea t  

f r e edo m a t  mid n i gh t  sp eech ,  Tr ys t  w i th  Des t i n y,  t o  In d i an  En g l i sh  

n o ve l s  i n  ch ro no lo g i ca l  o rd e rs .  I t  i n c lu d es ,  an  ex t r ac t ,  ―A bh i l ash  

T a lk i e s ‖ ,  f r om  Th e  G od  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ,  w h e r e  O r an ged r i nk  

Lem o n d r i nk  M an  co ax es  E s t ha  (5 44  & TG ST  10 4 )  i n t o  phys i ca l  ab us e .  
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 ―Read i n g  A ru nd ha t i  Ro y P o l i t i c a l ly ‖  i n  an  e s s a y b y  A i j az  

A h mad  ( 19 97 )  wh er e  h e  h as  c a l l ed  h e r  m et ho d  a  M arx i s t  A pp r o ach  to  

l i t e ra tu r e  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  c ap i t a l i sm .  A i j az  A hm ad  a r gu es  th a t  

A r u nd ha t i  R o y‘ s  n o v e l ,  Th e  Go d  o f  S m al l  T h i ngs ,  h a s  t ou ch ed  m an y 

o f  t h e  cu r r en t  t h em es  o f  l i t e r a tu r e .  A h ma d  ha s  a l so  d i s cus s ed  wh y i t  

i s  ― t h e  m os t  po l i sh ed  no v e l  w e  h ad  i n  t h e  l an gu age  s o  f a r ‖  ( 1 11 ) .  

A h mad  f u r th e r  po in t s  o u t  abo u t  t h e  cen t r a l i t y  o f  E n g l i s h  l an gu age  

w i t h  ‗n a tu r a l n ess ‘  an d  th e  no v e l  i s  ‗ a c t ua l l y  f e l t  i n  E ng l i s h ‘  ( 1 18 ) .  

H e  comp ar es  R oy w i t h  Ru s h d i e ‘ s  Mi dn i gh t  C h i ld r en ,  i n  i t s  

s ens ib i l i t y ,  i n  i t s  l i n gu i s t i c  comp e t en ce ,  and  a l so  i t s  f o r m al  

co ns t r u c t i on ,  w h i ch  i s  po ss i b l e  o n l y i n  En g l i sh .  Ah m ad  s t a t e s :  

…  A r un dh a t i  Ro y i s  ex cep t io n a l  i n  t he  u s e  o f  l an gu age  an d  fo rm 

a s  t h es e  h av e  evo lv ed  so  f a r  i n  t h i s  l i t e r a tu r e ,  and  she  

accu r a t e l y an d  pow er f u l l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  t h em es  and  i d eo lo g i es  

t h a t  a r e  cu r r en t l y d om in an t  i n  t h e  s oc i a l  f r a c t i on  w i th in  w h i ch  

s h e  s eems  to  b e  he r s e l f  l o ca t ed  and  w h i ch  i s  i n  an y  ca s e  th e  

p r im a r y r ead e r sh ip  f o r  h e r  f i c t i o n .  (1 17 )  

Br i nd a  Bos e  ( 19 98)  i n  h e r  c r i t i ca l  p iece  o f  w r i t i n g ,  ― In  D es i r e  

an d  i n  D ea t h :  E r o t i c i sm  as  P o l i t i c s  i n  A ru nd h a t i  R o y‘ s  Th e  Go d  o f  

S m al l  T h i ng s ‖ ,  ha s  d i s cuss ed  t h e  ‗ u t op i an ‘  p os s i b i l i t i e s  an d  e ro t i c i sm 

a s  po l i t i c s .  T h i s  e r o t i c i sm  i s  an  ex t ens io n  o f  A i j az  Ahm ad‘s  

a s su mpt io n  ( 19 97 )  i n  h i s  abo v e  a r t i c l e .  A nd ,  f o r  d ea th ,  Bos e  h as  

a r gu ed  t h a t  ‗ Amm u‘ s  d ea th  i s  i n  i t s e l f  s om et h i n g  o f  a  d a r i n g  po l i t i c a l  

s t a t em en t ‘  ( 12 4 ) .  B r i nd a  Bos e  k eep s  o n  a r gu i n g  th a t  A mmu ‘s  

― i nh e r en t  an ge r ‖  (1 2 5)  as  ―b r ea t h in g  an ge r ‖  ( TG ST  176 )  i s  no t  h e r  

d e s i r e ,  bu t  t u rn  in to  a  fo r m o f  r eb e l l i o n  an d ,  i r on ic a l l y  d yi n g  a t  t h e  

‗ v i ab l e  d i e - ab l e ‘  ( T GST  3 ,  92 ,  16 1 ,  an d  3 27 )  a  t r ag i c  en d  i n  he r  

t h i r t y- o n e  yea r s  o f  age .  Bo s e  n am es  m an y r e s ea r ch er s ,  w ho  h av e  

i d en t i f i ed  t he  n ove l  an d  t h e  p r es en t  s t ud y d o es  t h e  s am e ,  a  s t u rd y 

p r o t es t .   
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Br i nd a  Bos e ,  h o wev e r ,  f i n d s  abn orm al i t y  i n  i n ces t  b e tw een  

R ahe l  and  Es th a .  Sh e  s eems  t o  be  w r on g  l i ke  man y o t h e rs  i n  

m i s t ak in g  i n t en s e  i ns epa r ab i l i t y  b e t w een  t h em  as  ph ys i ca l  r e l a t i on .  

T h e  t win s  h av e  n o t  i n du l ged  in  s u ch  ac t i v i t i e s ,  bu t  i t  h as  t h e i r  p r im al  

b o nd ,  wh ich  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  so u l  an d  no t  o f  b od y.   

P ow er  P o l i t i c s  a s  a  s u b j ec t  h a s  b een  ex e r c i s ed  in  v a r io us  w a ys .  

T h e  f i r s t  h a s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  Po l i t i c a l  S c i en ce .  H e re ,  i t  i s  wo r t h  to  

d i s cuss  wh a t  imp re s s i ons  i t  h as  o n  In d i an  En g l i sh  Li t e r a t u r e ,  o n  

A r u nd ha t i  Ro y an d  A r av in d  A di ga .  I t  s u gges t s  ho w pow er  p l ays  i t s  

r o l e  i n  t h e  s e l ec t ed  n o ve l s .  B r i nd a  Bos e  ( 19 98 )  c a l l s  i t  t h e  po l i t i c s  o f  

d es i r e  i n  Ro y‘ s  n o ve l  as :  

…  t o  r e ad  h e r  nov e l  po l i t i c a l l y  o n e  m ay n eed  to  a ccep t  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a in  k in ds  o f  po l i t i c s  t h a t  h av e  mo r e  to  d o  wi t h  

i n t e rp e rs on a l  r e l a t i on s  t h an  g r an d  rev o l u t i on s ,  t h a t  t he  mos t  

p e r so n a l  d i l em m as  can  a l so  b eco me  p u b l i c  c aus es ,  t h a t  e r o t i cs  

c a n  a l s o  b e  a  p o l i t i c s .  ( 10 )  

 In d i r a  Bh a t t  and  In d i ra  Ni t yan an d am  (1 9 99 )  h av e  an  ed i t ed  b ook  

o f  t w o  doz en  c r i t i c a l  e s sa ys  w r i t t en  f r om  v ar io us  an g l es  and  t yp i ca l  

t h eo r e t i c a l  po s i t i on in g .  P .K .  N a ya r  r e ad s  Th e  G od  o f  Sm a l l  Th i ng s  b y 

u s i n g  ‗ gaze ‘  a s  con c ep t  and  m et ap hor .  Whi l e  i n  an o t her  e s s ay,  J .M .  

V e r gh es e  us es  f r eed om  an d  s u f fe r ings  a s  r e cu r r i n g  th em e  i n  t h e  

n o ve l ,  wh ich  i s  bo th  lo ca l  an d  u n i v er sa l .  Ch r i s t i an  r ead ing  o f  Su gu na  

R am an a th an  o bs e rve s  t h e  n ov e l  t h ro ugh  t h e  wi nd o w o f  d a r kn ess  and  

s u f fe r in gs .   R am an a th an  a l so  p r es en t s  h e r  p ap er  a s  t he  c r i t i q u e  o f  

p o w er  and  t ex tu a l  r e f e r en ces  i n  a  sp ec i f i ca l l y  C h r i s t i an  w a y .  S h e  

ex p l a i ns :  ―V el u th a‘ s  h e lp l e s s ness  when  cau gh t  i n  t he  s t r u c t u r ed  co i l s  

o f  wo r l d l y p o w er  i s  c ru c i a l  t o  i t s  Ch r i s t i an  e t ho s ‖  (6 6 ) .   

In  t h e  s am e  bo ok ,  U r b ash i  Ba r a t  h as  d i s cu ss ed  ― gr ea t  s to r i e s  and  

s m al l  o nes ‖  p r omin en t l y .  Ba r a t ‘ s  k ey  t o o l  t o  j u s t i f y t h e  pap e r  i s  
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m yt h ,  f o r  wh i ch ,  s he  co n c l ud es :  ―M yt h  r e i n fo r ces  t h e  u n iv e r s a l i t y  an d  

t h e  con t in u in g  r e l ev an ce  o f  t h e  no v e l  an d  ex tend s  th e  bo u nd a r i es  o f  

s p ec i f i c  mo ment s  i n  t im e  and  s pace‖  (8 1 ) .   

In d i r a  Ni t yan an d am  j us t i f i e s  t h e  n o ve l  t h ro u gh  the  l i n gu i s t i c  

d i s p ar i t i e s  and  un iq u en ess .  Ni t yan an d am ‘s  e ss ay i s  a  l i n gu i s t i c  

s u rv e y t h a t  ex p l a i n s  t h e  l i t e r a r y p r e s en ce  in  t h e  no v e l .  Sh e  h as  n o t ed :  

―R o y h a s  d i s p l aye d  a  c ap ac i t y f o r  d e s c r ip t io n -p as s age s  wh i ch  a r e  

l i n gu i s t i c a l l y  an d  ae s th e t i c a l l y  p l ea s in g‖  (1 18 ) .  Ni tyan an d am h as  

w e l l  s a id  t h a t  A run d ha t i  R o y  acco m pl i sh ed  h e r  wo r k  wh i ch  h as  b een  

r eco gn i s ed  i n  bo th  l i t e r a r y an d  l i n gu i s t i c  a sp ec t s  o f  co n t em po r a r y  

p e r i od .      

M ak r an d  P a r an j ape  ( 2 0 00 ) ,  i n  h i s  m o no gr aph ,  Towa rd s  a  

P o e t i c s  o f  t h e  I nd i an  En g l i sh  No ve l s ,  h as  an  In t r od u c to r y an d  f i ve  

ch ap t e r s  on  v a r io us  a sp ec t s  o f  In d i a n  E n g l i sh  No v e l s .  P a r an j ap e  h as  

a cu te l y  n o t i c ed ,  Th e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ,  a s  a  ―mi no r  m as t e r p i ece‖  

o f  f ami l i a l ,  cu l t u ra l ,  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  an d  t e chn o lo g i ca l  ― su f f e r in g  

an d  p a i n‖  (1 21 ) ,  wh i ch  h e  h as  r eg i s t e r ed  as  an ge r :   

T h e  no v e l  a l s o  t ak e s  a  s t and  aga i ns t  a l l  k i nd s  o f  c r u e l t y  an d  

i n t o l e ran ce — p er son a l ,  s oc i a l ,  cu l tu r a l ,  po l i t i c a l ,  o r  comm er c i a l .  

A l l  t h es e  d e s t ro y t h e  cap ac i t y o f  h um ans  t o  l o v e  and  a f f i rm  

t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  o n e  an o t h er .  ( 12 0 )  

In  i t ,  he  h a s  n o t i ced ,  a s  ―Ro y,  s u gg es t s ,  we  h av e  t o  o p pos e  th em,  

ev en  i f  w e  hav e  no  ch an ce  t o  win ‖  ( 12 1 ) .  T h i s  un d e r l yi n g  f e a t u r e  o f  

R o y‘ s  t h i nk i n g  i s  a  r emin d e r  o f  ho w  s he  h as  p o r t ra yed  th e  pa r ad i gm 

o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s  an d  i t s  l an guage  in  h e r  ―a s t ou nd i n g  b o ok ‖  (1 19 ) ,  

T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  Th in gs .    

M een ak sh i  Mu kh er j ee  ( 2 00 0 ) ,  i n  he r  p e r s p ec t i ve  on  In d i an  

w r i t i n g  i n  E n gl i sh ,  Th e  P er i s h ab le  E mp i r e ,  h as  g i v en  b a r e l y  

s u f f i c i en t  a t t en t ion  t o  Ro y an d  Ad i ga .  Ro y‘ s  no v e l  h as  v a r io us  
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e l em en t s  i n  i t .  In  l i t e r a r y f o r m  w e  accep t  t h a t  t he r e  a r e  v a r io us  

t h em es  i n  t h e  n ov e l  t h a t  a r e  l e s s  In d ian  an d  mo r e  W es t e r n .  Mu kh e r j ee  

a r gu es  th a t  r e cen t  In d i an  no v e l s  h av e  l e s s  In d i an es s  i n  t hem .  Fo r  R o y,  

t h i s  t heo r y  s o u nds  i n s i gh t fu l ,  bu t  fo r  A d i ga ‘s  Th e  Wh i t e  T ig e r  t h e  

ab ov e  s t a t em en t  do es  no t  q u a l i f y.  A d i ga  t a l ks  o f  t h e  ―N ew  In d i a‖  

co n cep t .  Mu kh e r j ee  sh o ws  th e  t ru e  face  o f  t h e  no v e l s ,  a s :  

T h e  im pe r a t iv e  to  e s s en t i a l i z e  In d i a  t h r ou gh  ev o ca t i on  o f  l o ca l  

co lo ur  o r  s t an da r d  s i gn i f i e r s ,  i s  n a t u ra l l y  l e s s  p e r cep t i b l e  i n  t he  

In d i an - l an gu age  n ov e l  wh e r e  i n t r i c a t e  t ens io ns  o f  co mm un i t y,  

r e l i g i on ,  c as t e ,  l an gu age ,  r eg i on  and  c l a s s  a s s um e  a  g r ea t e r  

i mm ed iac y an d  t h e  q u es t i on  o f  In d i an n es s  i s  s e ld om  add r e s s ed  

( 2 01 ) .   

S o ,  t he  new  n ov e l i s t s  w an t  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  In d i ann es s  o r  i d en t i t y ,  o r  

ev en  t h ems e l v es .  Th e y a t  t im es  s im ply  ch o o s e  D al i t  l i t e r a tu r e  w r i t e r  

o r  we l l -k no w n  no n-D a l i t  w r i t e r .    

 A mi tav a  K um ar  ( 20 0 0)  i n  P as sp or t  Ph o t os  h a s  v e r i f i ed  p r o t es t  

i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  T h e  Go d  o f  Sm al l  T h in gs .  K um ar  h as  n o t i c ed  t h e  

―b r ow n  l ea f ‖  (T GST  2 94 )  o n  V el u t h a‘s  back .  Th e  l e a f  i s  a  s i gn  o f  h i s  

d o wn  t o  ea r th  n a tu r e .  Bu t ,  a lo n g  wi th  i t ,  t h i s  co l ou r  sh o ws  p ov e r t y  

an d  h ur d l e  o n  h i s  b ack .  T h e  Bro w n co lo ur  a l so  s ym b o l i s es  w a rm th ,  

c a r e ,  r e l i ab i l i t y ,  w h o l es om eness ,  an d  s ecur i t y;  t o  t h e  tw ins ,  fo r  

M amm ach i  and  Amm u;  s to n e  co l ou r  s t and s  f o r  s t ab i l i t y  an d  h on es t y.  

K u mar  h a s  a r gu ed :  ―A m mu ,  t h e  up p er - c a s t e  m ar r i ed  w om an ,  f a l l s  i n  

l ov e  wi t h  th i s  s i gn‖  ( 2 0 2 ) .  I t  h a s  ano th e r  co nn o t a t io n ;  Ro y h a s  i n  h e r  

o w n  m in d  t h a t  g r een  l e a f  h a s  f a l l en  t o  t h e  g r ou nd  an d  b ecom e  d r y,  

t u rn i n g  i n to  b r o wn .  T h e  b ro w n  l ea f  w as  p ro min en t l y m a r k ed  on  th e  

b ack  o f  V e l u th a .   

P o l i t i c s  i s  a  po w er  r e l a t i on  i n  v a r i ous  sp h er e s  o f ,  an d  w i t h i n ,  

h om e  a s  w e l l  a s  na t i on ,  be tw een  s t a t e  and  i n t e rn a t io na l  p l a t fo r ms .  
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H en ce ,  t h e  b i r th  o f  G eo po l i t i c s .  T h e  geo p o l i t i c s ,  a s  a  t e rm ,  v a r i es  

w i t h i n  t h e  co n t ex t s  o f  geo gr aph ica l  an d  ex p r es s io n  o f  p o l i t i c s .  The  

geo gr ap h i ca l  co n t ex t  co ns i s t s  o f  l and ,  e t hn i c i t y ,  r eg i on ,  and  ea s t -

w es t .  I t s  p o l i t i c a l  co un t e r p a r t  i s  c r i t i q ue  o f  po w er ,  wh i ch  h as  

i n f lu en ce  o n ,  c as t e ,  d a l i t ,  gend e r ,  f em in i sm ,  e th n i c i t y ,  l aws ,  h i s t o r y,  

l i t e ra tu r e ,  d i a sp ora ,  o r  l o ca l ,  n a t i on a l /  i n t e rn a t io na l  i d en t i t y .  

F r i edm an  (2 00 1)  s t r e s se s  i n  t h i s  co n t ex t :   

R o y‘ s  i n t eg r a t io n  o f  gen d e r  and  c a s t e  i n to  t h e  s to r y  o f  t he  

n a t io n  –  p a r t i cu l a r l y a s  t h i s  s to r y i n vo lv e s  v io l en ce  p e r fo r med ,  

t a c i t l y  s an c t i on ed ,  o r  i gn o r ed  b y t h e  s t a t e  –  d em on s t r a t e s  how 

f emi n i s t  geo po l i t i c s  en gages  l o ca t io n a l l y –  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  

s p a t i a l l y  –  w i t h  po w er  r e l a t i ons  as  t h ey  o p e r a t e  bo th  o n  th e  

n a t io n  and  wi t h in  th e  n a t io n .  (1 17 )  

In  P o w er  P o l i t i c s  ( 2 00 1 ) ,  A ru nd h a t i  R o y w r i t e s  t h e  m om ent  o f  

t r u th  as ,  ―C iv i l i ans  s t a r v i n g  t o  dea th  wh i l e  t h ey‘ r e  w a i t i n g  to  b e  

k i l l ed . ‖  ( 11 3 ) .  In  t h e  s ame  co n t ex t  o f  d i s cu ss i on ,  A r av ind  Ad i ga ,  h as  

n am ed  su ch  b ru t a l i t y ,  t r app ed  i n  ‗ r oos t e r  coo p ‘ .  Ad i ga ‘s  p ro t ago n i s t  

h a s  h i s  j o u r n ey  f r o m  ‗ r oo s t e r ‘  t o  t h e  t i ge r .  A d i ga  us e s  ro os t ed  coop  

t o  p o i n t  o u t  a  p o w er l es s  p e r s on  in  t h e  w h i r l ,  s t u ck  in  b l ack  po l i t i c s  o r  

i n  t h e  b r u t a l  po l i t i c a l  gam e ,  an d  h en ce  ― h a l f -b aked ‖  in  n a t u r e .  As  

A r av i nd  A di ga  h as  ap t l y  ex p l a i n ed  t he  h a l f -b ak ed  s i t u a t ion :   

‗ T h e  A uto gr ap h y o f  a  h a l f - bak ed  In d ian . ‘  Th a t ‘ s  w ha t  I  o u gh t  t o  

c a l l  m y l i f e ‘ .  

M e ,  and  t ho us and s  o f  o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  co un t r y l i k e  m e ,  a r e  h a l f -

b ak ed ,  b ecau s e  w e  w e r e  n eve r  a l l o w ed  t o  com ple t e  o u r  

s cho o l i n g .  O pen  ou r  s ku l l s ,  l oo k  i n  w i t h  a  p en l i gh t ,  and  yo u ‘ l l  

f i nd  an  od d  mu seum  o f  i d eas :  …  sen t en ces  abo u t  po l i t i c s  r e ad  

i n  n ew sp ap er s…  th in gs  t ha t  d ro p  i n t o  yo u r  m in d ,  l i k e  l i z a rds  

f r om  th e  ce i l i n g ,  i n  t he  h a l f -h ou r  be f o r e  f a l l i n g  a s l eep  –  a l l  

t h es e  id ea s ,  h a l f  fo r m ed  an d  h a l f  d i ge s t ed  an d  h a l f  co r r ec t ,  m ix  
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u p  wi th  o t he r  h a l f -co ok ed  i d eas  i n  yo u r  h ead ,  an d  I  gu es s  t h e se  

h a l f - f o r m ed  i d ea s  b u gge r  on e  an o th e r ,  and  mak e  mor e  h a l f -

f o rm ed  id eas ,  an d  th i s  i s  w ha t  yo u  ac t  on  and  l i v e  w i t h .  … 

E nt r ep r en eu rs  a re  m ad e  f rom  h a l f - b aked  c l ay.   ( T WT  10 -1 1 )  

T h e  up br in g i n g  o f  t h e  p r o t agon i s t ,  Ba l r am ,  i s  a  s to r y  o f  h o w  a  h a l f -

b ak ed  in d i v id u a l  i s  t h e  p r od u c t  o f  h i s  an ge r  an d  he  b ecom es  a  t yco o n  

an d  p ow e r fu l  p e r s on ,  an d  f in a l l y ,  t h e  ―b os s  o f  Ban ga lo r e‖  ( T WT  31 9)  

w i t h  a l l  v i r t u es  and  v i ces .   

A .  N .  D wi v ed i  ( 200 1 )  h a s  a  d ozen  c r i t i c a l  e s s ays  i n  Aru n dh a t i  Ro y ‘s  

F i c t i on a l  Wo r l d .  In  p r e f ace ,  D w ived i  s a ys ,  ―A r un dh a t i  R o y i s  

u n qu es t io n ab l y ‗ m o d e rn i s t ‘  i n  h e r  ap p ro ac h  to  l an guage  an d  s t yl e‖  

( i v ) .  In  o n e  o f  t h es e  e s s ays ,  S h eo bh us h an  S h uk l a  h as  a  w e l l  w r i t t en  

p i ece  o f  wr i t i n g ,  i n  wh ich  h e  t r i e s  t o  l o ca t e  t h e  d i f fe r en ces  b e t w een  

t h e  b i g  an d  th e  sm al l ,  f o r  i t  h e  c a l l s  t h em  m ac ro  and  m ic r o ,  a s  

―p h i l os op h i ca l  im pl i ca t io ns ‖  ( 11 4 ) .  Sh u k l a  h a s  m en t i oned  th i s  no v e l  

a s :  ―n o t  j u s t  a  no ve l ,  i t  i s  a  fu nd am en t a l  m od e  o f  so c i a l  i n qu i r y a l so  

( i b id ) ‖ .  Fu r th e r ,  h e  s h ow s  t h a t  t h e  d i ch o t om y b e t w een  the  b i g  and  th e  

s m al l  i s  m at e r i a l  cen t e r ed  in  n a t u re .   

 R am a  Ku nd u  ( 20 01)  h as  an  e s s a y t i t l ed ,  ―A r un dh a t i  Ro y:  In  t h e  

Li gh t  o f  Li n gu i s t i c s  a n d  Li t e r a r y C r i t i c i s m ‖ .  In  t h i s  pap e r ,  s h e  ha s  

j u s t i f i ed  i t  t h ro u gh  th e  du a l  l en s  o f  l an gu age  and  l i t e r a tu r e :  ―Ro y 

ex po s es  t he  u gl in es s  o f  so c i e t y b y b r i n g in g  tw o  ch i l d r en  t o  r e ac t ,  … 

ch i ld r en ‘ s  p a in  s e r v e s  a s  a  p ow er fu l  l an gu age  o f  r e j ec t i on  o f  t h i s  

s ys t e m ‖ ( 97 ) .  

I t  i s  a l s o  w or th wh i l e  t o  m en t i on  Mi che l  Fo u cau l t  (2 00 2 ) .  I n  h i s  

p h en om ena l  b oo k  P ow er ,  Vo lu m e  3 ,  h e  an a l ys e s  t h e  p o wer  

r e l a t i on sh ip  w i th in  s o c i e t y.  I t  i s  s o  mu ch  t r u e  in  t h e  ca se  o f  T h e  God  

o f  Sm al l  Th in gs ,  w h e r e  Amm u -V e lu t h a  s to r y ap t l y  d e s c r i b es  t h e i r  

t r ap p i n g  i n  t h e  lo ve  l aw s .  O n  th e  o the r  h an d ,  t h e  b ackdo o r ,  l i b e r t i ne  
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r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  Chack o  wi t h  t he  f ac to r y w o m en  i s  a  g l a r in g  ex ampl e  

o f  h yp o c r i s y .  W hi le  M am m ach i  i s  aga i ns t  h e r  d au gh t e r ‘ s  d a l l i an ce ,  

s h e  he r s e l f  h e l ps  C h acko  to  s l e ep  w i t h  wo r k in g  w om en  f r om  h er  

f a c to r y.   

In  L a s t  Ma n  i n  To w er ,  Y o gesh  A .  M u r t h y,  a l i a s  ‗M as t e r j i ‘  i s  a l so  

t r ap p ed  i n  Vi s h r am  So c ie t y.  Fo u cau l t  ha s  ap t l y  i n v es t i ga t ed  s imi l a r  

s i t u a t io n s :  ―P o w er  r e l a t i on s  a r e  ro o t ed  d eep  in  t h e  s oc i a l  n ex u s ,  no t  a  

s up p l em en t a r y s t r u c tu r e  o v er  and  ab ov e  ‗ s o c i e t y‘  w h os e  r ad i ca l  

e f f acem en t  o n e  co u l d  p e r h ap s  d r eam of . ‖  (3 43 )    

In  t h e  ca s e  o f  T h e  Wh i t e  T ig er ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h and ,  Ba l r am  b eco mes  

f r ee  i nd i v i du a l ,  a s  f r e en ess  i s  o ne  o f  t h e  e s s en t i a l  r equ i rem en t s  o f  

p o w er  r e l a t i o ns h ip .  Ba l r am i s  t h e  o n l y m an  wh o  b r eak s  t he  R oo s t e r  

C oo p ,  wh o  d es t r o ys  i t ,  s o  h e  h as  f i n a l l y  b eco m e th e  r a re  w h i t e  t i ge r .  

In  t h i s  a cco un t ,  Mich e l  Fou cau l t ,  i n  Po w er  V o l . 3  ( 20 02 ) ,  h as  c l e a r l y  

d i s t i n gu i s hed  M arx i s t  i n t e rp r e t a t i o ns  an d  i t s  op p r es s iv e  u s e  aga in s t  

t h e  i nd iv i du a l s  o r  t h e  g r o ups .  Fou cau l t  a r gu es  th a t  po w er  i s  no t  

e s s en t i a l l y  s om e th in g  th a t  i n s t i t u t i on s  p oss e s s :  

Wh en  on e  d ef in e s  t h e  ex er c i s e  o f  po w er  a s  a  m od e  o f  a c t i on  

u p on  th e  ac t io ns  o f  o t h e r s ,  w h en  o n e  ch a r ac t e r i z es  t h es e  ac t i on s  

a s  t h e  go v e rn m en t  o f  m en  b y o t h e r  m e n —  i n  t h e  b ro ad es t  s ense  

o f  t h e  t e rm —  one  in c l ud es  an  i mp o r t an t  e l em en t :  f r e ed om.  

P ow er  i s  ex e rc i s ed  o n l y o v e r  f r e e  sub j ec t s ,  an d  on l y i n s o f a r  as  

t h ey a r e  ― f r ee . ‖  (3 41 - 34 2 ) 

A n d aga in ,  Fou cau l t  r em ar ks :  

B y t h i s  w e  mean  ind iv id ua l  o r  co l l e c t iv e  s ub jec t s  w ho  a re  f a ced  

w i t h  a  f i e ld  o f  po ss ib i l i t i e s  i n  w h i ch  s ev e ra l  k in ds  o f  con d uc t ,  

s ev e ra l  w ays  o f  r eac t i n g  an d  mo des  o f  b eh av i o r  a r e  ava i l ab l e .  

Wh er e  th e  d e t e rmi n i n g  f ac t o r s  a r e  ex h aus t iv e ,  t he r e  i s  no  

r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  p ow er :  s l av e r y i s  n o t  a  p o w er  r e l a t i on sh i p  w h en  
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a  m an  i s  i n  ch a i ns ,  on l y w h en  h e  has  so me  po ss ib l e  mo b i l i t y ,  

ev en  a  chan ce  o f  es cap e .  Co ns eq u en t ly ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  f a ce - to -

f ace  co nf r on t a t io n  o f  po w er  an d  f r eedo m  as  mut u a l l y ex c l us i ve  

f ac t s  b u t  a  mu ch  m o r e  co mp l i ca t ed  i n t e r p l ay.  In  t h i s  gam e ,  

f r e edo m  m ay w e l l  ap p ea r  a s  t h e  co nd i t i on  f o r  t h e  ex erc i se  o f  

p o w er … .   (3 41 - 342 )  

M ar y H am er  ( 20 02) ,  i n  h e r  co n t ro ver s i a l  b oo k  In ces t :  A  N ew 

P ers p ec t i v e  h as  a  ch ap t e r  o n  A ru nd h a t i  R o y‘ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S mal l  

T h in gs .  H am er  t a lks  abo u t  t h e  ‗ s i l ence  w i t h  t r aum a‘  an d  t h e  m y s t e r y  

a r o un d  So ph ie  Mol ‘ s  d r o wni n g  wi th  ‗h in t s  o f  v io l en ce ‘  w i t h  a  s i l en ce  

( 1 65 ) .  Th e  s i l en ce  i s  a l wa ys  t h e  m ean s  o f  su pp r es s io n  f r o m  wi th i n .  

T h e  s up p re s s io n ,  a t  a  p s ych o l o gi ca l  o ccu r r en ce ,  m ay s o me t i m es  co me 

u p  wi t h  a  hu ge  p ro t es t .  T h i s  p ro t e s t  aga i n  m ay b e  f r o m  wi t h i n  o r  

co m e ou t  w i th  a  m ass i v e  r age  o f  an  un con t r o l l ab l e  an ge r .  S hu ch i  

S r i v as t av a  ( 2 01 4)  r e - r eco gn i s e s  t h i s  an ge r  a s  o ne  o f  t h e  f i ve  t h i ev es .  

―T h e  we l l  de s c r ibed  s l ow  po i s ons  a r e ;  a t t a chm en t s ,  an ge r ,  g r eed ,  

d es i r es  an d  ego  ( Ka m a ,  Kr od ha ,  L obh a ,  Mo ha  an d  Ah an kaa r ) ‖  (9 3 ) .  

H am er ,  fu r t h e r ,  i nv es t i ga t es  t h e  l o s s  an d  f in ds  i t s  ro o t s  i n  t h e  p as t  

an d  p r ac t i c es  t h r ou gh  t h e  p r e s en t :  ―T h e  v i o l en ce  i s  l i n k ed  w i t h  t h e  

s ys t em o f  c a s t e ,  t he  h i e r a r ch y t h a t  i n  en sh r i n ed  a t  t he  hea r t  o f  In d i an  

l i f e  and  f o r  t en  th o us an d  yea r s  h a s  r egu l a t ed  wh om  p eop l e  m ay 

m ar r y. ‖  ( 1 6 9 )  A par t  f ro m  t h i s ,  t h e  au th o r  h a s  b l am ed  th e  t win s  fo r  

b e in g  i n  i n ces t ,  w h i ch  i s  w ro n g  i n  no rm al  n a tu r e .  

A l s o ,  M ar y H am er  h a s  a  n ew  p e r sp ec t i v e  o n  i nce s t ;  sh e  h a s  ap p l i ed  i t  

f o r  e s t ab l i s h i n g  a  l i n k  wi t h  t h e  s cand a l  o f  s ex u a l  abu se s  a s  d r aw n  

f r om  th e  w or k  o f  a r t i s t s  and  f i lm mak e r s .  Bu t  H am er  ha s  f o r go t t en  

t h a t  t h e  f i lm  and  l i t e ra tu r e  a re  s ep a r a t e  gen r es ,  w i th  sh ad es  o f  

d i f f e r en ces .   

É mi l i en n e  Ban e t h - N o ua i l he t as  (2 002 )  i n  t he  e s s ay,  ―T he  

St r u c tu r e  o f  M em or y‖ ,  h a s  s t ud i ed  The  G od  o f  Sm al l  T h in gs  c r i t i c a l l y  
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w i t h  s in ce r i t y  an d  in s i gh t .  Bane th - N o ua i l he t as  a r gues  th a t  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  s t ru c t u r e  o f  T h e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th in gs  i s  ba s ed  on  th e  

―co mbi n a t i on  o f  d ig r e s s i on  an d  an achr o n y‖  ( A T  1 43 ) ,  w h i ch  in d i ca t es  

t w o  d i rec t i o ns  o f  t h e  p as t  and  the  r em in i s cen ce .  In  t h i s  n ov e l ,  

m em o r y  p l a ys  an  i m po r t an t  r o l e  f o r  de l i v e r in g  p e r f ec t  mes s age  to  i t s  

r e ad e rs .  I t  h as  t end en cy  o f  c r ea t i n g  in h e r en t  memo r y i n  t h e  min d  o f  

t h e  r e ad e r ;  i t  a l so  e l abo r a t es  h ow  th e  t ex t  i s  p ro gr e s s ing  w i t h  d e ns e  

i n t en s i t y .  In  t h e  no v e l ,  m em or y h a s  a  s me l l ,  l i k e ,  ―H i s t o r y‘ s  s m el l .  

L i k e  o ld  ro s es  o n  a  b r eez e . ‖  ( TG ST  5 5 ) .  As  pe r  Ban e th - N o ua i l he t as ,  

t h e  p r eced in g  l as t  l i n e  i s  a  s h ow cas e  f o r  ― im age  o f  v io l en ce  and  

d ea th ‖  ( 14 7 ) .  

W r i t i n gs  o f  b o t h ,  R o y an d  A di ga ,  f a l l  u nd e r  po s t co lo n i a l  

s ens ib i l i t y .  H o w eve r ,  c r i t i c s  s a y t ha t  P os t - co lo n i a l i sm  i s  l i k e  a  

s in k i n g  sh i p  i n  t h e  p r e s en t  con t ex t .  Ro b e r t  J .C .  Yo un g  ( 2 0 03 )  i n  h i s  

P o s t co l on ia l i s m :  A  S hor t  I n t r od u c t i on  su pp o r t s  t h i s  i d ea :  

A  l o t  o f  peop l e  d o n‘ t  l i k e  t h e  t e rm  ‗ po s t co lo n i a l ‘  …  .  I t  

d i s t u rb s  t h e  o r d er  o f  t he  w o r ld .  I t  t h r ea t en s  pr i v i l eg e  a nd  

p ow er .  I t  r e f u s es  t o  a ck no wl ed ge  t he  s up e r i o r i t y  o f  w es t e rn  

cu l tu r e s .  I t s  r ad i ca l  agen d a  i s  t o  dem and  equ a l i t y  an d  w e l l -

b e in g  f o r  a l l  h um an  b e i n gs  on  th i s  ea r th .  ( 7 ,  i t a l i c s  mi n e )  

T h e  wo rd s  in  t h e  i t a l i c s  ab ov e  a r e  app l i c ab l e  t o  b o t h  Ro y an d  

A d i ga  b ecaus e  t h ey  w r i t e  aga i ns t  t h e  p r iv i l ege  and  t h e  p o w er  o f  t he  

f ew  i n  so c i e t y,  t h e  p r ev io us  o bs o l e t e  f eu d a l  s ys t em .   

P .  V e nu go p a l an  (2 0 03 ) ,  i n  h i s  i n t e r e s t in g  r e s ea r ch  p ap e r , ―  

‗ M u ff l ed  Vo i ce ‘ :  Ve l u th a ,  t h e  Su b a l t e r n ,  i n  Ar un dh a t i  Ro y‘ s  T h e  Go d  

o f  Sm al l  Th i ng s ‖ ,  s u rv e ys  V e l u t h a‘ s  s t i f l ed  v o i ce ,  h i s  s i l en ce ,  h i s  

q u i e t n es s ,  h i s  s ub a l t e r n  m ut en ess ,  h i s  s o c i a l  h an d i cap p ed  p os i t i o n  in  

s o c i e t y a s  a  wo r th  men t i o n in g  f o r  d i s cu ss i on .  Fo r  h and i capp ed ,  
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V en u gop a l an  r ev ea l s :  ―V el u t ha  i s  s o c i a l l y  h an d i capped ,  w h er ea s  

A mm u ‘s  d r eam f i gu r e  i s  p h ys i ca l l y  h an d i cap p ed . ‖  ( 69 )  

Lau r a  D o yl e  an d  Lau r a  A .  Wi nk i e l  (20 0 5)  i n  t he i r  ed i t ed  b oo k ,  

G eo mo d er n i s m s:  Ra ce ,  Mo d er n i s m ,  M o d er n i t y ,  h av e  fo cus ed  m an y 

a s p ec t s  o f  M od e rn i s m  as  a  g l ob a l  ph en om eno n .  In  t h e  bo o k ,  t h e  t e rm 

―geo m od e rn i sm s ‖  i nd ica t e  ho w mo de r n i s m  h as  sp r ead  i t s  w in gs  

g l o b a l l y.  T h i s  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y r e l ev an t  t o  a  s oc i e t y,  w h i ch  i s  b as ed  on  

d i s c r im in a t io n  in  re l a t i o n  t o  c a s t e ,  wea l t h ,  an d  gen d er .    

S us an  S t an f o rd  F r i ed m an  ( 20 05 ) ,  i n  h e r  ano th e r  ex t ens i ve  

a r t i c l e ,  ―P a rano i a ,  P o l l u t i on ,  an d  Sex u a l i t y:  A f f i l i a t i o ns  b e t w een  

E . M.  Fos t e r ‘ s  A  Pa ss ag e  to  I nd i a  and  A r un dh a t i  Ro y‘ s  T h e  G od  o f  

S m al l  T h i ng s ‖ ,  t r i e s  t o  h i gh l i gh t  p a r a t ax i s  o f  mo d e rn i sm  in  r e l a t i on  

t o  ge om od e r n i s m  an d  p ow er  po l i t i c s  t o  geop o l i t i c s .  

D eb j an i  G an gu l y ( 2 0 05 ) ,  i n  h e r  d i f fe r en t  and  a  p os i t i v e  and  

o p t imi s t i c  s ch o l a r l y b o ok ,  Ca s t e ,  Co lo n ia l i s m  a nd  C ou n t er -

M o d er n i t y ,  h as  s t ud i ed  a  p r ev a l en t  ― s o c i o - cu l t u r a l ‖  s t ru c tu r e  t h a t  i s  

―p ecu l i a r  t o  S ou th  A s i a‖ ,  an d  t h a t  i s  r i g id  c a s t e  s ys t em .  T h e  ca s t e  i s  

m od e  o f  fu n c t i on a l  w eapo n ,  so  i t  d iv id e s  p o w er  an d  th e  p ow er l e s s .  

T h e  p r es en t  b oo k  in v es t i ga t e s  t h e  l i mi t s  o f  s oc io l o g i ca l  an d  h i s t o r i ca l  

en qu i r y o f  t h e  ca s t e  s ys t em  wi t h  th e  h e l p  o f  ―s o c i a l  s c i en t i s t s ,  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s ,  an d  po l i cy m ak e r s‖  ( i ) ,  wh i ch  i s  m uch  h e l p fu l  t o  

j u s t i f y  an d  t o  con t i nu e  th e  a r gu men t  o f  t h i s  p r e s en t  s t ud y .  B y 

f o cus i n g  o n  th e  l i t e r a r y t r ad i t i o ns ,  Gan gu l y  s u gges t s  t ha t  c a s t e  i s  no t  

o n l y r e s p o ns i b l e  f o r  S ou t h e rn  A s i a ‘ s  back w ard n ess ,  bu t  i t  a l so  p us hes  

b ack  n ega t iv i t y  f u r t he r .  By r e f u s in g  t he  p es s imi sm  t he  c r i t i c  has  

b ecom e  an  o p t i mi s t  i n  h e r  l i t e r a r y  s cho l a r sh ip .  Gangu l y,  f u r th e r ,  

s tu d i es  D e r r i d a ‘ s  n o t io n ,  apo r i a ,  i n  s p ec i a l  co n t ex t  o f  d ea t h  o f  

V elu th a  an d  Am mu  wi th  s p ec i a l  con t ex t  o f  R an a j i t  G u h a‘ s  e s s a y,  

―C hand r a ' s  D ea th ‖ ,  w h er e ,  s h e  h a s  p r o j ec t ed  th em b y v a r i ous  

p a r am e te r s  o f  l i t e ra t u r e .   



23 
 

Ri ch a rd  J .  Lan e  ( 20 0 6)  a t t a ck s  In d i an  ca s t e  s ys t em,  p a t r i a r cha l  

v a lu es ,  t r ans g r e s s in g  co d es ,  an d ,  o f  co u rs e ,  d econ s t ruc t i on  o f  t h e  

d om in an ce  o f  E n g l i sh  g r amm ar .  Lan e ‘ s  r e ad in g  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  S mal l  

T h in gs ,  a s  a  p os t co lo n i a l  no v e l ,  comes  wi th  th e  to p i c  ―T h e  Op t i ca l  

U n con sc io us ‖ .  Lan e  r eads  n ov e l  c lose l y ,  t o  en gage  th e  r ead e rs  an d  

s t a r t  ― t h e  c r i t i c a l  d eb a t e s ‖  (v i ) .  Th e  G od  o f  S ma l l  T h i ng s ,  h e  

p r o c l a im s ,  ― i s  t o  t r av e r se  an  en t i r e  a rch i t e c t u r e  s p ace  o f  w r i t i n g  t ha t  

c an no t  b e  s ep a r a t ed  in to  b i n ar i e s  o r  h i e ra r ch i es ,  i n s i de  o r  ou t s i d e ,  

w es t e r n  o r  i nd i geno us ,  g l ob a l ,  o r  l o ca l ‖  ( 10 8 ) .    

E l l eke  Bo ehm er  ( 2 00 6 ) ,  i n  Co lo n i a l  an d  P os t co lo n i a l  

L i t er a tu r e ,  h as  t r a ced  th e  con s t ru c t i on s  an d  decon s t ru c t io ns  in  a  

r an ge  o f  t ex t ,  e sp ec i a l l y  b y  A r u n dh a t i  R o y ,  o n  t h e  q u es t io n  o f  

i d en t i f i c a t i on ;  ―du a l i t y  i s  em bl ema t i z ed  i n  t h e  d eep l y  i n t im at e  

r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  t h e  t w o - egg  t wi ns ‖  (2 54 ) ,  gend e r ,  an d  t he  p os t co l on i a l  

l an gu age  po in t  o f  v i ew .  

A l ex  T i ck e l l  (2 007 ) ,  i n  h i s  m os t  s t r i k i n g  and  w id e l y r e f e r r ed  

b o ok ,  A ru nd ha t i  Ro y ‘ s  ‗ Th e  Go d  o f  Sm a l l  Th in gs ‘ ,  h as  t o u ch ed  m os t  

o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  a s pec t s  an d  h a s  a l so  t a l k ed  c r i t i c a l l y  ab o u t  A r un dh a t i  

R o y‘ s  a ch i ev em en t s  r ega r d i n g  h e r  s t ru c tu r a l  and  s t y l i s t i c  e f f e c t s  i n  

h e r  r em ark ab l e ,  d eb u t  n ov e l .  T i ck e l l  c a l l s  Th e  G od  o f  Sm a l l  Th i ng s ,  

a s  ― ‗ m agi ca l ‘ ,  ‗ b rea t h t ak in g l y  b eau t i f u l ‘  and  ‗ c l os e  t o  p e r f ec t i o n ‘‖  

(x i i ) .  H e ,  fu r t h e r ,  c l a r i f i e s  h o w  T he  G o d  o f  Sm al l  Th ing s  a s  a  no v e l  

― r e s i s t s  c a t ego r i z a t i on  an d  d r aw s  to ge t h er  e l em en t s  o f  t he  f a i r y t a l e ,  

p s ych o l o g i ca l  d r ama ,  p a s t o r a l  l yr i c ,  t r aged y an d  po l i t i c a l  f ab l e . ‖  (3 )  

T h es e  a r e  p r ec i s e l y  t h e  m at t e r s  o f  d i scu ss io n  in  t h e  th r ee  s e l ec t  

n o ve l s  o f  t h i s  s t udy ,  w h e r e  ch a r ac t e r s  a r e  s t u ck  in  a  t yp i ca l  po l i t i c a l  

p a t t e rn .   A l ex  T i ck e l l  (2 00 7 )  ha s  no t ed :  

T o  d i s cu ss  t h e  soc i o - po l i t i ca l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  co n t em po r a ry  In d i a  

t h ro u gh  po w er  po l i t i c s  a s  f ou nd  in  t he  no v e l  o f  A ru nd ha t i  R o y 
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a r e  s om eho w  mo r e  t yp i ca l  and  p r o t es t an t  i n  t h e  na tu r e  i t s e l f .  

T h ou gh  t h e  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  a r e  en or mo us  in  t h i s  

‗ g r o u nd -b r eak in g  no v e l ‘  ( b l u r b  o f  A T) .    

A l l  t he  t h r ee  n ov e l s  a r e  t ru l y  acce s s i b l e  an d  g r ou nd b reak i n g  p i ece s  o f  

c r ea t i ve  wo r ks ,  w h i ch  m ak e  n ew d i s co v e r i es ,  b y u s i n g  n ew  m et hods  

o f  l i t e r a r y w r i t i n g  w i t h  in no va t i ve  l i ngu i s t i c  asp ec t s .    

A ï da  Ba lv a nn and h an  ( 20 07 ) ,  i n  h e r  fu l l  l en g t h  b oo k ,  Ar un d ha t i  

R o y ‘s  ‗Th e  G od  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ‘ :  A  S t ud y  i n  t h e  M ul t i p l e  Na rr a t i v es ,  

h a s  i l l u s t r a t ed  an  acu t e  p os i t i on  o f  wom en  and  co n d i t i on s  o f  

u n t ou ch ab l e s  i n  In d i a ,  e sp ec i a l l y  i n  an  ex o t i c  l o ca l e ,  K er a l a  –  ―G od ‘s  

O w n  Co un t r y‖ .   Ba l v an n an dh an  ha s  t ou ch ed  a lm os t  ev e r y  t h eme  i n  t h e  

p r e s en t  bo ok .  S h e  h a s  n o  h es i t an ce  i n  s a yi n g  R o y‘ s  f i r s t  n o ve l  h a s ,  ―a  

d ens e  p o l yp h o n i c  w o r l d  wi th  s eve r a l  l aye r s  o f  n a r r a t i ve s  o f  w h i ch  i t  

i s  t h e  h um bl e  a im  o f  t h i s  bo ok  to  t r a ce  b u t  a  f ew ‖  ( 2 1 ) .  A d d i n g  to  t he  

o n go i n g  d i s co ur s e ,  P a sh up a t i  J h a  ( 19 9 7 )  t o o  f i nd s ,  ―…  l aye r s  o f  

m ean in gs ‖ ;  and  add s  f u r t he r :  ―Li k e  an y o t h e r  g r ea t  w ork  o f  a r t ,  t h i s  

n o ve l  h a s  m an y d im ens i on s  an d  h en ce  s cop e  fo r  mul t i p l e  

i n t e rp r e t a t io ns ‖  (11 3 ) .  Th es e  p ro p e r t i e s  o f  t h i s  no v e l  i nd ica t e  t h e  

co mpl ex i t y o f  p ar ad i gm of  p o w er  p o l i t i c s  i n  Ro y‘ s  w r i t i ngs .  

In  t h e  s am e ve in  o f  a r gum ent  w h en  Ad i ga  w r i t e s  l e t t e r s  t o  Wen  

J i ab ao ,  t h e  Ch i n ese  P r im er ,  h e  un v e i l s  t h e  g lo b a l  p ow er  o f  a  gen e r a l  

m an .  T h es e  po w ers  a r e  g i v en  t o  t he  w h i t e  t i ge r ,  who  a l so  ca l l s  

h im se l f ,  ―A  Th i nk in g  M an ‖  (T WT  3 ) .  ―A n d  an  en t r ep r en eu r ‖ ,  h e  h as  

s p ec i a l  p ow er  to  co mmu ni ca t e  w i th  J i abao .  H i r s h  S aw h n ey ( 2 0 08 )  

ex p l a i ns  t h i s  ev en t  t hu s :   

A f t e r  s t a r t i n g  a  s ucce s s f u l  b us in es s  t h a t  p ro v i de s  t r ans po r t a t ion  

t o  c a l l  c en t e r  wo r k e r s  i n  Ban ga l o r e ,  Ba l r am  w r i t es  a  l e t t e r  o f  

co n f es s io n  to  n one  o t h e r  t h an  t h e  P r emi e r  o f  an o th er  A s i an  

eco no mi c  su cces s  s t o r y,  C h i na .  ( 2 )  
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T h e  p a r ad i gm  o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s  i s  t oo  h u ge  i n  n a t u r e  t o  ex p l a in .  O n  

o n e  h and ,  i t  p ro v ide s  ev er y p o w er  t o  t h e  cap i t a l i s t  o r  t h e  p e r so n s  wh o  

a r e  ‗ h av es ‘ ;  on  t he  o t h er  h and ,  i t  s n a t ch es  nea r l y  ev e r yt h i n g  f r om  th e  

h and s  o f  t h e  p oo r  o r  ‗ h av e -n o t s ‘ .  A d i ga  r ev ea l s  t h e  s am e  in  t h e  

s e t t i n g  o f  h i s  n ove l ,  T h e  Wh i t e  T i g er ,  wh en  h e  w as  in t e rv i ew ed  b y  

H i r s h  S awh n ey.  

T h e  b oo k  d ea l s  wi t h  an  In d i a  sm ack  i n  t h e  mi dd l e  o f  ― t he  

b o om, ‖  and  i t  ch a l l en ges  a  l o t  o f  com fo r t ab l e  a s s um pt i ons  ab ou t  

In d i an  d em o cr ac y an d  eco nom i cs .  I  w an t  t o  ch a l l en ge  t h i s  i d ea  

t h a t  In d i a  i s  t h e  wo r ld ‘ s  g r ea t es t  d emo c r acy.  I t  m a y b e  s o  i n  an  

o b j ec t iv e  s ens e ,  bu t  o n  th e  g r ou nd ,  t he  po or  h av e  s uch  l i t t l e  

p o w er .  ( 3 )  

St u a r t  J e f f r i e s  (2 00 8 )  ca l l s  i t  ‗ Ro a rs  o f  A n ge r ‘ .  He ,  f u r t h e r ,  

r a i s e s  t h e  q u es t io n  o f  ex po s in g  th e  cou n t r y‘ s  d a rk  s id e .  C ri t i c s  s a y i t  

m a y b e  o n e  o f  t he  r e a s on s  fo r  A rav in d  Ad i ga  t o  r e ce i v e  t he  M an  

Bo o k er  P r i z e .  Li k ew is e ,  A nd r ew  Holga t e  h as  r em ark ed  o n  b lu rb  th e  

w h o l e  f e a t u r es ,  why In d i a  h as  s u ch  a  v o i ce  fu l l  o f  p i t i e s  r e l a t ed  to  

t h i s  co un t r y.   

P r am od  K.  N a ya r  ( 2 00 8 ) ,  i n  h i s  f am ou s  b oo k ,  Po s tco lo n ia l  

L i t er a tu r e ,  w h i l e  co n cen t ra t es  on  n a t i on  –  no t io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

i nd ep en den ce ,  h as  a  co n cep t  o f  ―po s t co lo n i a l  s ub a l t e r n i za t io n ‖ — a  

―p r o cess  c ap t u r ed  an d  c r i t i q u ed  in  man y t ex t s  o f  t h e  1 98 0s  an d  a f t e r  

f r om  A fr i ca  and  As i a‖  ( 69 ) .  N aya r  c l a i ms ,  t h e r e  a r e  ― rev o l u t i on a r y 

s t ru gg l e s ‖  fo r  ― so c i a l  t r an s f o rm at io n  o f  t h e  n a t iv e  s p ace‖ .  ( 70 ) .  For  

A r u nd ha t i  R o y,  ―T h e  K at h ak a l i  M an  i s  t h e  m os t  b eau t i f u l  o f  men‖  

( T GST  2 30 ) ,  ―w r i t i n g  ab or i g i n a l ‖ ,  N aya r  q u o t e s ,  ― t h e r e  i s  an  ep i s ode  

em bo d yi n g  s u ch  a  co mm odi f i c a t io n ‖  ( 94 ) .  

Leo n i d a s  Do ns k i s  ( 2 00 8 ) ,  i n  h i s  ab l y  w r i t t en  b oo k ,  P ow er  and  

I m a g i n a t i on :  S t ud ie s  i n  Po l i t i c s  an d  L i t er a tu r e ,  f i nd s  t h a t  po l i t i c a l  
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i mag i n a t i on  i s  ope r a t i v e  in  l i t e r a ry  p l o t ,  m yt h ,  n a r r a t i ve ,  an d  

l an gu age .  D ons k i s ,  f u r th e r ,  d i s cus se s  t h e i r  ap pea r ance  in  so c i a l  

t h eo r y,  p o l i t i c a l  i d eo l o g y,  t h ou gh t s ,  an d  cu l tu r a l  p a rad i gm .  F rom 

S h ak es p ear e ‘ s  p l a ys  and  s on ne t s  t o  Or w e l l ‘ s  f ab l es ,  h e  co n j o in s  h i s  

l i t e ra r y s ens ib i l i t y  t o  h i s  f ami l i a r i t y  w i th  p ow er  p o l i t i c s :  

T h e i r  p o l i t i ca l  and  m o r a l  l e s so ns  a r e  c r u c i a l  n o w  wh en  p o l i t i c s  

i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s en se  i s  a lm os t  an n ih i l a t ed  b y  m o d er n  

b u r e au c r acy an d  i t s  co un t l es s  t e chn i ca l  p o l i c i es ,  wh en  

t e chn oc r ac y p r o ud ly  a s s u m es  t he  ro l e  o f  d em o c r ac y,  an d  wh en  

b r u t a l  po w er  po l i t i c s ,  f an a t i c i sm ,  b i go t r y,  an d  cow ar d i ce  w a lk  

i n  t h e  gu i s e  o f  t h e  s t ru gg l e  fo r  p eace  an d  h um an  d i gn i t y p l ayi n g  

a  s i n i s t e r  ro l e  i n  t he  con temp o ra r y w o r l d .  (x i i i )   

A m ar  N a th  P r as ad  ( 2 00 9 ) ,  i n  h i s  ed i t ed  b oo k ,  Co m mon w ea l th  

L i t er a tu r e  in  E ng l i sh :  Pa s t  & P r es en t ,  h as  t a lk ed  ab ou t  Ar un dh a t i  

R o y‘ s  ‗ s t ru c tu r a l  p a t t e rn ‘  an d  ‗ t he  a r ch i t ec to n i cs ‘  o f  T h e  G od  o f  

S m al l  Th i ng s  (1 35 ) .  T h en  h e  com e s  t o  t r a c i n g  th e  us e  o f  a r ch i t e c tu re  

b y h e r ;   

A lm os t  eve r y p age  o f  t h e  bo ok  i s  so  b eau t i fu l l y  w r i t t en  t h a t  a  

l i t e ra r y m an  b eg in s  t o  l e ap  wi t h  j o y t o  s ee  som e  n ew 

ex p r es s io ns ,  wh i ch  g i v e  a  j e rk  and  j o l t  t o  m in d  (1 23 ) .   

P r as ad  cov e rs  a l l  t h e  p rom in en t  i s sue s  an d  th em es  r a i s ed  b y  

A r u nd ha t i  R o y,  f r o m  ‗ r ea l i s t i c  d e l i n ea t io n  o f  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  t h e  w om en  

i n  s o c i e t y t o  t ru th fu l  p o r t r aya l  o f  u n to u ch ab i l i t y .  H e ,  f u r t he r ,  h a s  n o t  

b een  h es i t an t  t o  c a l l  R o y a  ‗ d ev o t ed  s o c i a l  r e f o r m er ‘ ,  w h o  w an t s  t o  

h i gh l i gh t  t he  caus e  o f  t h e  un to u ch ab l es  and  th e i r  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t o  ad jus t  

i n  a  co l d  and  i nd i f f e r en t  so c i e t y,  i n  t h e  to u gh  sp h er e  o f  po w er  

p o l i t i c s .  

In  h e r  b oo k ,  Pos t co lo n i a l  L i t e ra t ur e s  a nd  C on t ex t  (2 01 0) ,  J u l i e  

M ul l a n ey m ak es  th e  cas e  h o w po s tm od e rn i sm  d eb un ks  t h e  p os t  i n  



27 
 

‗ p os t - co l on i a l ‘ .  T h i s  p os t - co lo n i a l  fu r t he r  t r i e s  t o  d ep ar t  p os t  f r om 

t h e  co lo n i a l  t oo l s .  H e r e ,  qu es t io n  i s  n o t  o f  h yp h en a t e  po s t - co lo n i a l ,  

w h ich  h as  b een  u s ed  b y p o l i t i ca l  s c i en t i s t s ,  e con om is t s ,  and  

h i s t o r i an s  t o  an a l ys e  a  p a r t i cu l a r  m om ent  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n d ep e nd en ce .  

I t  i s  no t  un h yp h en a t ed  p o s t co lo n i a l ,  w h i ch  m ak es  a  s en s ib l e  

i n t e rp r e t a t io n  o f  l i t e r a r y an d  cu l tu r a l  s tu d i e s .  Th es e  h yp h en a te d  and  

u n h yp h en a ted  us age s  o f  b o th  pos t co lo n i a l  t e rm s  h av e  been  n o t ed  b y  

m an y s ch o l a r s  e a r l i e r  t oo .  Mu l l an e y r em ark s  f u r th e r :  

O r gan ized  re s i s t ance s  t o  l an d  d i sp l acem en t s  wh i ch  p e rp e tu a t e  

i n eq u a l i t i e s  wi t h i n  an d  b e t w een  na t i on s ,  o f f e r  so m e  p r oo f  t ha t  

s u ch  p r o ces s es  a r e  t h e  s i t e  o f  d eep  co n t e s t a t i on  and  cha l l en ge .  

T h e  b ru n t  o f  su ch  mo v em en t ,  i f  o f t en  b o rn e  b y t h os e  o n  t he  

f r o n t l i n e  be tw een  d ev e l op ment ,  g lo b a l i z a t io n ,  and  f r ag i l e  

e co lo g i es  –  women ,  i nd i gen ou s  po p u l a t i on s ,  and  su b a l t e rn  

g r o u ps ,  a s  A ru nd ha t i  R o y ( 2 0 0 1) ,  Ga ya t r i  S p i v ak  ( 20 02 ) ,  and  

V an d an a  Sh i v a  ( 200 2 )  h av e  s ho wn  (2 4) .  

P os t co l on i a l  w r i t e r s  h av e  t ak en  u p  the  th em e  o f  p ow er  p o l i t i c s ,  

em er g in g  f ro m a  v i o l en t  h i s to r y,  Lau r a  D o yl e ,  aga in ,  (2 0 10 )  t r a ce s  

t h em  i n  d es c r ib in g  t h e  r es po ns es  o f  w r i t e r s  o f  s u ch  h i s to r y.  D o yl e  

a r gu es :   

W o m en  w r i t e r s  f ro m  Wo ol f  an d  R hys  t o  M i ch e l l e  C l i f f ,  . . . ,  

A r u nd ha t i  R o y,  an d  Ph yl l i s  Sh and  Al l f r e y e m pl o y i n n o v a t i ve  

n a r r a t i v e  t e chn i ques  th a t  c r ea t e  ‗ geom od e rn i sm ‘ :  a  mod e r n i s m 

aw ar e  o f  r e a l - wo r l d  v io l en ce ,  r es pon d i n g  to  h i s t o r i c a l  c r i s i s  

t h ro u gh  f r agm en t ed  p e rs p ec t iv e s  and  lo o p in g  t emp o ra l i t i e s  (1 3 ) .  

P .D .  Ni ms a rk a r  and  S ub h a  Mis h ra  (20 1 0)  h av e  an a l yt i c a l  e s s a ys  

o n  Ar av i nd  Adi ga ‘ s  T h e  Wh i t e  T i ge r .  N ims a r ka r  c a l l s  T h e  Wh i t e  

T i g er ,  ―com p el l i n g ,  an gr y,  an d  d a rk l y  h um or o us  n ov e l  ab o u t  a  m an ‘s  

j ou r ne y f r o m  In d i an  v i l l age  l i f e  t o  en t r ep r en eu r i a l  s u cce ss ‖  (1 7 ) .  Th i s  
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i s s u e  i s  l i nk ed  to  v a r i ou s  a sp ec t s  o f  t h e  n ov e l ;  s i n i s t e r  po l i t i c s ,  

cu l tu r e  an d  p ov e r ty ,  co n f l i c t  b e t w een  go od  and  ev i l ,  m a r g in a l i z ed  

p s ych e ,  p o l i t i c s  o f  b i zza r e  r ep r e s en t a t io n ,  and  m an y m o r e .  

N im s ar k a r ‘ s  r es ea r ch  p ap e r  op en s  m an y i s s u es  on  l an gu age  and  

l i t e ra tu r e .  H e  b e l i ev es  t h a t  l an gu age  i s  a  m ed i um o f  ―p o w er  

d om in an ce‖  ( 93 ) .   

Lu c y H o p k i ns  ( 201 1 ) ,  i n  ― ‗W h at  Wi l l  S op h i e  Mol  Th in k? ‘ :  

T hi nk in g  C r i t i c a l l y  ab o u t  t h e  F i gu r e  o f  t h e  Wh i t e  C h i l d  i n  A r un dh a t i  

R o y‘ s  T h e  G od  o f  Sm a l l  T h i ngs ‖ ,  ex p lo r e s  t h e  d i s cou rs e s  o f  w h i t en ess  

an d  ch i ld ho od  i n t e rco nn ec t e d  in  t h e  no v e l .  I t  i s  t o  pos i t i o n  th e  In d i an  

ch i ld r en ,  R ah e l  and  Es t h a ,  i n  t h e  n ov e l  i n  i n f e r i o r  r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  

f i gu r e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  ch i ld ,  So ph i e  M ol .   

S ud h i r  K .  A r or a ‘ s  ( 2 0 11 )  bo ok  A rav i nd  A d ig a ‘s  ‗T h e  Wh i t e  

T i g er ‘ :  A  Fr eak i sh  Bo o ker ,  h as  mo re  t han  a  d ozen  c r i t i c a l  e s sa ys .  

A r o r a  ex ami n es  th e  no ve l  f ro m d i f f e r en t  p e r s p ec t i ve s  as  v i ew ed  

t h ro u gh  v a r i ous  in t e r p r e t i n g  l ens e s .  Ar o r a  h a s  t o u ch ed  m an y a s p ec t s  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  h i s  b o ok .  Fo r  l an gu age  p a r t ,  h e  f i n a l l y  f i nd s ,  ―A di ga  

w h o  h as  s ho wn  m as t e r y o v e r  l an gu age  l i k es  t o  us e  s im pl e  wo r ds  wi th  

r i ch  e f f ec t .  …  Ad i ga…h as  sc i s so rs  o r  t o o l s  t h a t  e i t h e r  p r un e  o r  

r emo v e  th e  u nn ecess a r y w eed s . ‖  ( 18 6 ) .   

R .K .  D haw an  (2 011 )  h as  ed i t ed  a  b oo k ,  A ra v in d  Ad i ga‘ s  ‗ Th e  

Wh i t e  T i g er ‘ :  A  S ym po s iu m  o f  C r i t i ca l  R es po ns e ,  co n t a i n i n g  tw o  

d oz en  r es ea r ch  p ap e r s  b y s ch o l a r s  an d  wi t h  an  i n t ro d uc t io n  b y  

S an t wan a  H al d ar .  In  h e r  ‗ In t r o du c t ion ‘  t o  t h e  b oo k ,  Hal d ar  p r a i s es  

A r av i nd  A di ga  fo r  h i s  

l u c id  s t yl e ,  h i s  k een  ob s e rv a t io n  o f  l i f e  a r ou nd  h im  an d  h i s  

i n t o l e ran ce  o f  s oc i a l  ev i l s  –  co r ru p t io n ,  t he  g r o w in g  d i f f e r ence  

b e tw een  th e  r i ch  an d  th e  po or  an d  com pl acen ce  o f  t he  ed u ca t ed  
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m ass es  –  a t t r a c t  t h e  r e ad er s  wh o  a re  d i s tu rb ed  b y t h e  r ead in g  

an d  a r e ,  s om e t im es ,  p r om pt ed  t o  r e ac t  ( 12 ) .  

T anu sh r ee  S in gh  h a s  w r i t t en  an  e ss a y,  ―C l as s  S t ru c tu r e  i n  

A r u nd ha t i  R o y‘ s  Th e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th in gs  an d  A r av in d  A di ga ‘ s  The  

Wh i t e  T ig e r ‖ .  Af t e r  com p ar in g  bo th  th e  w r i t e r s ,  S i n gh  o p i n es :  ―R o y 

s u gges t s  t h a t  so c i a l  r ea l i t i e s  a r e  e t e rna l  an d  a r e  p a r t  o f  hu m an  n a t u r e ,  

A d i ga  app ea rs  t o  s u gges t  t h a t  m at e r i a l  s u cces s  i s  a t t a i n ed  o n l y  b y  

b r eak in g  th e  so c i a l  and  ev en  m o r a l  b a r r i e r s ‖  ( 12 0 ) .   

In  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  h i s  ow n  no v e l ,  T h e  Co ex i s t en ce  ( 2 0 11)  

S t eph en  Gi l l  ex p r es s es :   

T h e  n ov e l  a r gu es  th a t  t h e  o ld e r  mo d e l s  o f  a s s im i l a t i on  and  

h om o gen iz a t i on  s ho u l d  g i v e  w ay t o  m ul t i cu l t u r a l i sm.  

In t e r n a t i on a l  g r o ups  en co u rage  t h i s  mo d e l  b ecaus e  i t  p ro mo te s  

p eace .  T h i s  mo d e l  i s  e as i e r  t o  ad op t  fo r  t h e  n a t io ns  w h e re  

l i b e r a l  d em oc r ac i es  ex i s t ,  i n c l ud i n g  In d i a  an d  C an ada .  Th e  

C o ex i s t en ce  i s  ab ou t  wo r l d  p eace ,  focu s i n g  on  l i v e  an d  l e t  l i v e  

( 8 ) .  

T h es e  i d eas  o f  S t eph en  Gi l l  h av e  r e l ev an ce  t o  d i f f u s e  th e  

s i t u a t io n  o f  s o c i a l  t ens i on  r e l a t ed  t o  no v e l s  d ea l i ng  w i th  s uch  

t ens i on s .  I t  c an  b e  co mp a r ed  wi t h  t he  n o v e l s  s e l ec t ed  fo r  t h i s  s t ud y.  

O l i mpi a  Iaco b  j u s t i f i e s  G i l l .  D e ep l y a n d  ― equ a l l y i n v o l ved  in  ‗ so c i a l ,  

‗ p o l i t i c a l ‘ ,  ‗ r e l i g io us ‘  i s s u es ,  w r i t e r  S t ep h en  Gi l l  s eem s  to  be  a  

gen u in e  M es s i ah ‖  ( 5 0 ) .   

 A l ex  C l a r k  (2 01 1 )  i n  r ev i ew o f  L as t  M an  i n  T ow er  s ho w s  t ha t  

t h e  n ov e l  h as  h uge  f o r g i v i n g  f ee l  t h an  Th e  Wh i t e  T ig er .  C l a rk  

c l a r i f i e s :   

A d i ga ‘ s  an ge r  a t  t h e  In d i a  h e  d e s c r ib e s  –  c i t i e s  i n  w h ich  r ap id  

eco no mi c  ex p an s i on  co mes  a t  an  imp os s i b l e  p r i c e  fo r  a  v a s t  



30 
 

s w at h  o f  t h e i r  i n h ab i t an t s ,  an d  i n  wh ich  th e  s l o w  fad i n g  o f  t he  

ca s t e  s ys t em  h as  n o t  b een  acco mp an i ed  b y a  r i s e  i n  s o c i a l  

ega l i t a r i an i s m –  r em ai ns  u nd imm ed  (3 ) .  

H e r  r ev i ew  i s  m ean in gf u l  and  g iv es  a  f e e l in g  o f  an  angu i sh ed  h ear t  

w h en  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  l i v in g  i n  so c i e t y o f  t h e  co r r up t  m at e r i a l i s t i c  

p eop l e ,  w ho  h a v e  no  f ee l i n g  o f  b e i n g  h um an e  an d  b ro th er l y .    

S a r a  D .  S ch o t l and  ( 2 01 1 )  h as  a  com pa r a t i v e  s t ud y i n  ―Br eak i n g  

O u t  o f  t h e  R oo s t e r  C oo p :  Vi o l en t  C r i me  in  A r av in d  A d i ga ‘s  The  

Wh i t e  T ig e r  and  R ich a r d  W r i gh t ‘ s  Nat i ve  S on ‖ .  S cho t l and  t a lks  o f  t h e  

―M ani ch ean  d ua l i t y  o f  r i ch /m as te r / po w er f u l  an d  p o or / s e rv an t /  

o p pr e s s ed ‖  ( 1 ) .  I t  i s  a  f i n e  es s ay t o  co mp a r e  ho w  an  In d i an  mi nd  and  

t h e  Am er i can  m in d  w o r k  i n  n a r r a t in g  a l mo s t  a  s i mi l a r  s i t ua t i on .  

A mi tabh  R o y ( 2 0 12 )  h a s  pu b l i sh ed  a  mo no gr ap h ,  Th e  G o d  o f  

S m al l  T h i ng s :  A  No ve l  o f  So c ia l  Com m i t m en t .  R o y t r i e s  t o  ex ami ne  

T h e  G od  o f  S ma l l  Th in gs  w i t h  v a r io us  l i t e r a r y t h em es  in  d i f f e r en t  

s t yl e s  o f  so c i a l l y  c o mmi t t ed  n ov e l  f o r  w om en ,  ch i ld r en ,  d o wn t r od d en ,  

an d  env i r on m ent .      

R ashm i  S ad an a  ( 201 2 ) ,  i n  En gl i sh  Hea r t ,  H i nd i  H ea r t l an d :  T h e  

P o l i t i ca l  L i f e  o f  L i t e ra t ur e  i n  I nd ia ,  ex amin es  s t a lw a r t s  o f  t h e  In d i an  

E n g l i sh  Li t e r a tu r e  o f  g l o ba l  and  lo ca l  f am e ,  w h i ch  in c lud es ;  S a lm an  

R us hd i e ,  An i t a  D es a i ,  V i k r am  S e t h ,  A r u nd ha t i  R o y,  A r av in d  Adi ga ,  

an d  Ami t av  Gh os h  ― i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  d eb a t e s  w i t h in  In d i a  ab ou t  t he  

p o l i t i c s  o f  l an gu age‖ .  A r gum en t  o f  t he  b oo k  o p en s  d eep l y t h e  l aye r s  

o f  En g l i sh  in  In d ia  w h i ch  ―s e rv e s  t o  ch an ge  p o l i t i c a l  an d  l i t e r a r y 

a l l i an ces  am on g  c l a s s es  and  cas t e s ‖  ( In s i d e  co v e r  page ) .  

In  v i ew  o f  Ma rx i s t  c r i t i c i sm ,  wh ich  i s  r e l ev an t  t o  s e l ec t  n o ve l s  

f o r  t h i s  s tu d y a l s o ,  T e r r y E ag l e t on  ( 19 7 6 ,  rp t .  20 12 )  i n  M a r x i s m  and  

L i t er ar y  Cri t i c i sm ,  a r g u es ,  ―Th e  o r i g i na l i t y  o f  M arx is t  C r i t i c i sm ,  

t h en ,  l i e s  no t  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  ap pro ach  to  l i t e r a tu r e ,  b u t  i n  i t s  



31 
 

r ev o lu t i on a r y u n d er s t and in g  o f  h i s to r y i t s e l f ‖  ( 3 ) .  In  T h e  Go d  o f  

S m al l  Th in gs ,  Ab h i l a sh  T a l k i es  ( 9 4 ) ,  C o ch i n  H a rb ou r  T er mi nu s  ( 29 5) ,  

an d  T h e  Hi s t o r y h o us e  (3 04 )  d o  n o t  h av e  m u ch  h i s to r i c a l  au t h en t i c  

d e t a i l s .  Bu t  t h e  r ev o l u t i on a r y u n d e rs t and i n g  o f  h i s to r y  i s  ev id en t  a t  

m an y p l ace s  i n  t he  n ov e l .  In  T h e  Wh i t e  T i ge r ,  A rav i nd  Ad i ga  h as  

ch os en  ou t  a  u to p i an  v i l l age ,  Lax m an ga r h  ( T WT 1 4 ) ,  bu t  i n s t ead  o f  

R a j a s th an  wh e r e  i t  i s  s t i l l  l o ca t ed  and  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l  imp o r t an ce ,  i n  

t h e  n ov e l  i t  i s  s i t u a t ed  in  B iha r  w h e r e  t h e  s oc i o - econ omi c  

ex p l o i t a t i o n  i s  mu ch  m o re  i n  p rac t i c e ,  ev en  t od ay .    

J u l i e  Mu l l an e y ( 2 0 02 ,  2 01 2)  h as  w r i t t en  a  c r i t i ca l  bo ok ,  

A r un dh a t i  Ro y ‘ s  ‗ Th e  G od  o f  S ma l l  Th in gs ‘ .  Sp eak in g  o f  R o y,  n o w  a  

p o l i t i c a l  an d  con t r o v e rs i a l  w r i t e r ,  M ul l an ey w r i t es :  R o y‘ s  n o ve l  

― r a i s e s  c r uc i a l  q ues t io ns  r ega r d in g  t he  po l i t i c a l  imp l i ca t i on s  o f  

w i t n es s in g  an d  r ep r e s en t in g  f o rms  o f  po w er  a n d  d omi n a t i on … ‖  a s  

p r ev a l en t  i n  r u r a l  K e r a l a  (9 ) .  On  th e  qu es t io n  o f  ―p o l i t i c s  o f  

l an gu age‖ ,  t h e  c r i t i c  a r gu es  b y q u o t ing  t w o  ke y co mm enta t o r s :   

In  T h e  G od  o f  Sma l l  Th i ng s ,  h e r  ―wr en ch in g‖  o f  t h e  E n g l i sh  

l an gu age  f ro m  i t s  co lo n i a l  r oo t s  t h rou gh  a  s e r i e s  o f  ― co l l aged  

w o r ds ,  r eg i on a l  aph o r i sms  an d  cu l t u ra l l y  e c l ip s ed  m ean i n gs ‖ ,  

c r ea t i n g  i n  t h e  p ro cess  wh a t  T a i sh a  A b r aham  ca l l s  ―he r  o w n  

‗ Lo cu s t s  S t and  I ‘ ‖ .  I t  h ad  l ed  A i j az  A h m ad  t o  co n c l ud e  t ha t  

―R o y i s  t h e  f i r s t  In d i an  w r i t e r  i n  Eng l i s h  w he r e  a  m a rv e l lo us  

s t yl i s t i c  r e so u r ce  b ecom es  av a i l ab l e  f o r  p r ov in c i a l ,  v e rn acu l a r  

cu l tu r e  wi t ho u t  any  e f f ec t  o f  ex o t i c i sm  o r  e s t r an gem en t ,  and  

w i t ho u t  t h e  b oo k  r ead in g  a s  t r an s l a t ion  (2 02 ) .  

R .K .  Dh aw an  ( 20 12 )  h as  ed i t ed  a  b oo k  on  A ru nd h a t i  Ro y w i th  

t h e  t i t l e ,  Ar un dh a t i  R o y :  Th e  N o ve l i s t  E x t r ao rd i na r y .  Th e  b oo k  h a s  an  

In t r o d u c t i on  b y h i m s e l f  an d  abo u t  f ou r  d ozen  e s s ays  w r i t t en  o n  R o y‘ s  

T h e  Go d  o f  S mal l  Th in gs .  Th e  b oo k  i s  i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  gen e r a l  

co mm en t s  o n  a l l  t hem es  and  e l em en t s  o f  po w er  po l i t i c s  as  d ep i c t ed  b y 



32 
 

R o y:  ―T h a t  i s  h e r  n ew  i n t e re s t  i n  m at t e r  r e l a t ed  t o  po wer ,  wa r  an d  

p o w er  p o l i t i c s ‖  (17 ) .  Th e  es s ay b y  M adh um al a t i  Ad h ik a r i  i s  qu i t e  

r em ark ab l e .  A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  c r i t i c ,  A ru nd h a t i  R o y  h a s  ―v e r y  

i n t e l l i gen t l y c am ou f l aged  th e  gam e o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s  b eh in d  th e  

p a t t e rn  o f  v i s ib l e  un ch an g i n g  s oc i e t y‖  ( 42 ) .  Fu r t h e r  A dh ik a r i  f i nd s :   

A r u nd ha t i  Ro y ,  t h ro u gh  r e - th in k in g  and  r e -v i s i t i n g ,  has  

o b j ec t i f i ed  t h e  con cep t  o f  p o w er .  Pa t r i a r ch a l  i d eas ,  ph ys i ca l  

aggr e s s io n ,  h e ro i c  co n qu es t s ,  i n t e l l ec t u a l  dom in a t io ns  a r e  n o t  

t h e  i s s u es  o f  t o day ,  t h e y  o n l y ex i s t  b eh in d  t h e  cu r t a in .  T he  

p o t en cy o f  t he  po wer - b ro k e r  l i e s  i n  t he  sp h e r es  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and  

eco no mi c  g r an d eu r .  T he  l aw  o f  s oc i e t y s t i l l  con s t ru c t ed  o n  t he  

p r in c i p l es  o f  t h e  pa s t ,  t o d ay h a s  m any o t h e r  m an i f e s t a t i o ns  an d  

co nn o t a t io ns .  N ew d im ens i on s  a r e  be i n g  add ed  t o  i t .  Wo m e n  

h av e  b een  emp ow ere d  an d  th e  b a t t l e  co n t in ues  ( 48 ) .  

S i mi l a r l y,  N . P .  S in gh  ( 20 12 )  ha s  c a l l ed  A r un dh a t i  Ro y r ea l i s t i c  fo r  

s h e  h a s  ―p or t r a yed  t h e  an ge r  and  h a t e  o f  Bab y K o ch am ma‖  ( 6 7) ,  who  

h a s  b een  l o rd i n g  ov e r  A yem e n em  H ou s e ,  ha s  t o  f e e l  n eg l ec t ed  a f t e r  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Am mu  an d  h e r  ch i l d ren  t he r e .  J acob  G eo r ge  C .  

ap p r ec i a t es  A ru nd ha t i  Ro y‘ s  ― t h em at i c  an d  s t yl i s t i c  ex pe r im en t a t i on s  

an d  i nn ov a t io n s ‖  (7 1 ) ,  and  so  h as  t h e  ―p o t en t i a l  o f  h umo u r  whi ch  can  

ac t  a s  a  v eh i c l e  o f  p r o t es t  an d  as s e r t i o n ‖  ( i b i d . ) .  T apan  K u m ar  G ho sh  

( 2 01 2 )  t r i e s  t o  f i n d  t h e  an s wer  o f  t h e  qu es t io n  fo r  t om o r r o w‘s  

p r omi s e  o f  ―T r ys t  w i t h  H i s t o r y‖  i n  T h e  G od  o f  S ma l l  T h in gs .  T he  

an s wer  co mes  w i th  p o w er  (1 92 ) .  Th e  c r i t i c  f i nd s  t h e  s t o ry  o f  T h e  God  

o f  S m al l  Th i ng s  a s  n o t  ― a  s t o r y o f  A yem en em  a lo n e .  I t  i s  a  t a l e  o f  

a lm os t  ev er y In d i an  v i l l age  imm ers ed  i n  d a rk n ess  an d  n ur tu r ed  b y  

o r th od ox  s o c i a l  co d es  an d  p a t r i a r cha l  v a lu es . ‖  ( i b i d . )  T h i s  i s  t h e  

g r ea t n es s  o f  t he  n o ve l  t o  r a i s e  som et h i n g  o f  l o ca l  i mp or t an ce  t o  

u n i v er s a l  s i gn i f i can ce .   
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O .  P .  M ath u r  (2 01 2 )  h a s  w r i t t en  an  i n s i gh t f u l  e s s a y t i t l ed ,  ―A r un dh a t i  

R o y‘ s  P a r ad ox ica l  C e l eb r a t io n  o f  Sm al ln e s s ‖ .  M at hu r  h a s  t r i ed  t o  

s ho w  t h a t  s m al ln e s s  i s  a l w ays  w id e - r an g i n g  an d  i nh e r en t  

ch a r ac t e r i s t i c s  o f  h u gen ess .  I t  c an no t  b e  ch a l l enged  i n  an y 

c i r cu ms t an ces .  M ath u r  s p eak s  o f  t h e  p r imo r d i a l  l o ve  b e t w een  Am mu 

an d  V el u t h a  a s  som et h i n g  e l em en t a l  an d  anc i en t ,  t h us  b r i d g in g  t h e  

― s o c i a l  d i s t an ces  b e tw een  th e  h i gh er  and  l o w er  c l a s s es ‖  (2 20 ) .  He  

f u r t h e r  ad ds  s imi l a r  i n t en s i t y  o f  l o ve  i n  t h e  con t ex t  o f  tw i ns  o f  j o i n t  

i d en t i t i e s  w h o  ―a r e  o th e r  s ens i t i v e  s ou l s  bo un d  b y t h e i r  l ov e‖  ( i b i d . ) .  

P r am od  K .  N a ya r  ( 2 0 12 ) ,  i n  t h e  s am e  ed i t ed  b oo k  b y D h aw an ,  a t t r a c t s  

a  s t r on g  a t t en t i on  and  in t e r es t  o f  r e s ea r ch e rs  i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  

P os t hu m ani sm .  N aya r  p l ace s  h i s  em ph as i s  on  ‗ ov e rs i gn i f i c a t i on ‘  and  

‗ l i m in a l i t y ‘  p r o v id ed  b y R o y i n  Th e  Go d  o f  Sm al l  Th in gs .  Fo r  

―O v e rs i gn i f i c a t i on‖ ,  h e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  ― th en  i s  t h e  p e rcep t io n  o f  an  

O t he r  w or ld ,  a  n ew  m et aph ys i c‖  ( 23 5 ) .  Fo r  l imi n a l i t y ,  h e  a r gu es ,  

―M os t  cha r ac t e r s  i n  T h e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th i n gs  a r e  l i min a l  o r  m ar g i n a l ,  

f r e e - f l o a t e r s ‖  ( 23 7) .   

N i s h i  Ch awl a  (2 012 )  i n  h e r  es sa y,  ―Be yo n d  A ru nd h a t i  Ro y‘ s  ‗ H ea r t  o f  

D ar kn ess ‘ :  A  Bakh t i n i an  R ead i n g  o f  T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  T hi ng s ‖ ,  

j u s t i f i e s  t h e  n ov e l  t h r ou gh  M ik h a i l  Bakh t in ‘ s  t h eo r y o f  

‗ ca r n i v a l es qu e ‘ .  S he  no t es :   

T h e  M arx i s t  p a r t y  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  s exu a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  l ov e  and  

m ar r i age ,  and  t h e  r ac i a l  po l i t i c s  o f  t h e  b r o wn  In d i an  p i t t ed  

aga i ns t  t h e i r  wh i t e  co un t e r p ar t s  a r e  a l l  f o rm s  o f  

i n t e rp en e t r a t i n g  f o r ce s  o f  hegem oniz in g ,  r ep r es s in g  au th o r i t i e s  

w h os e  p o w er  i s  d e f l a t ed  wi t h in  t h e  ca r n iv a l e sq ue  f o r c es  

o p e r a t i n g  in  t h e  nov e l  (3 4 8) .  

T h us ,  a s  p e r  C h awl a ,  Ro y ,  w i th  f e roc i ou s  b i t t e rn e ss ,  ch a l l en ges  th e  

au th or i t y  an d  t he  t r ad i t i on a l  s oc i a l  h i e r a r ch y i n  h e r  n o ve l ,  w h i ch  

l e ads  to  b i r th  o f  pow er  p o l i t i c s  i n  i t .    
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In  s p i t e  o f  t he  v i s ib l e  d a rk n es s  i n  T h e  G o d  o f  Sm al l  Th i ng s ,  Ro y h a s  a  

co n c l ud i n g  h o pe f u l  t o mo r ro w  a t  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  n ov e l .  A s  t omo r row 

h e r a l d s  a lw a ys  r a y  o f  im m ens e  h op e ,  t h e  o n go i n g  th e s i s  w o u l d  t r y  t o  

s ho w  fu r t h e r ,  i n  su bs equ en t  ch ap t e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s p a r i t i e s  w i l l  

p r ov id e  b o th  im pl i c i t  an d  ex p l i c i t  s u gges t i on s .    

D . K.  P ab b y ( 2 0 1 2 ) ,  i n  R . K .  Dh aw an  ed i t ed  b oo k  h a rs h l y  c r i t i c i s es  t he  

‗ w o r l d  o r d e r ‘  i n  t h e  w ak e  o f  an  a f t e r m at h  o f  c l a s s  s t r u gg l e  i n  t h e  

l i gh t  o f  w ar .  P abb y h a s  r i gh t l y  q u o t ed  t h e  w o rd s  o f  R o y i n  t h a t  

f e a r f u l  w a r  l i k e  p os s i b i l i t i e s :  

O u r  c i t i e s  and  fo re s t s ,  ou r  f i e ld s  an d  v i l l age s  wi l l  bu r n  f o r  

d a ys .  R iv e rs  wi l l  t u r n  t o  po i so n .  T h e  a i r  w i l l  b ecom e  f i r e .  The  

w i nd  wi l l  s p r ead  th e  f l am es .  Wh en  ev e r yt h in g  t h e r e  i s  t o  b u rn  

h a s  b u rn ed  and  t h e  f i r es  d i e ,  s mo k e  w i l l  r i s e  an d  sh u t  o u t  t he  

s un .  Th e  ea r t h  w i l l  b e  en ve lo p ed  in  da r k n ess .  Th e r e  wi l l  b e  no  

d a y— o n l y i n t e rm in ab l e  n i gh t .  …  Wh a t  s ha l l  w e  d r i nk?  Wh at  

s h a l l  w e  b r ea t h e?  ( Q u o t ed  a t  3 98 ) .  

In  t h e  s am e  ed i t ed  b o ok  b y  D h aw an ,  C .  S a t h yam a l a  ( 2 01 2)  t a lk s  ab ou t  

an  ex o t i c  In d i a ,  w h er e  ―w hi t e b ro wn w hi t e  g i r l  d i es ‖  ( 3 86 )  wh i l e  

―w a i t i n g  to  b e  r e co lo n iz ed ‖  ( 38 7)  i n  he r  ex ce l l en t  e s s ay ,  ―T h e  

E mp er o r ‘ s  N ew  Cl o t h es :  T he  Go d  o f  Sm a l l  T h i ng s ‖ .  

O n  t he  wh o l e ,  R .K.  Dh aw an  f in ds  R oy  a  n o v e l i s t  ex t r ao r d in a r y ( 1 1 )  

an d  h e r  n o v e l  a s  a  ― c o m p l e x ‖  o n e  w i t h  ― d i v e r s e  w a ys ‖  ( 2 0 )  o f  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

A n u p  B e n i w a l  ( 2 0 1 2 )  i n  I n d i a  a n d  t h e  N a r r a t i v e s  o f  G l o b a l i z a t i o n :  

I s s u e s  a n d  E x p r e s s i o n s  r a i s e s  a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  i m p a c t  

o f  g l o b a l i z a t i o n  o n  In d i a n  s o c i e t y  a n d  c i t y  a s  f o u n d  i n  A d i g a ‘ s  t w o  

n o v e l s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  H i s  s e c o n d  b o o k  W r i t i n g  B e y o n d  

D o m e s t i c i t y :  C o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i a n  W o m e n  F i c t i o n  ( 2 0 1 5 )  i s  
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r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  M a m m a c h i  a n d  A m m u .   

N i l a n s h u  K u m a r  A g a r w a l  ( 2 0 1 3 )  h a s  e d i t e d  a  t h o u g h t -

p r o v o k i n g  b o o k ,  Ar a v i nd  A d ig a ‘s  Th e  Wh i t e  T i ge r ,  co n ta i n in g  h a l f  a  

d oz en  c r i t i c a l  e s sa ys  b y l e ad i n g  c r i t i c s  l i k e ;  N and in i  Bh au to o -

D ew n ara in ,  and  Eca t e r i na  P a t r as cu .  In  h i s  ― In t r od u c t io n ‖  t o  t h e  

v o l um e,  A ga r w al  p r a i s e s  t h e  n ov e l i s t  f o r  h i s  m as t e r p i ece  w i th  a  g r ea t  

f e e l  f o r  l i t e r a t u re  ‗ s t and i n g  on  t h e  s ho u l de r s  o f  t h e  g i an t s ‘ .  (8 )  

A ga r w a l  t a l ks  ab ou t  Ad i ga ‘s  n e tw o rk  o f  i n t e r t ex tu a l i t y  an d  t he  us e  o f  

ep i s t o l a r y  d ev i ces .  E a r l i e r ,  t h i s  ep i s t o l a r y  m e t ho d  was  s t a r t ed  b y 

S am u el  R i ch a r dso n  i n  P a me la ,  o r  Vir tu e  R e war d ed  ( 1 74 0) ,  d u r in g  t he  

b eg i nn i n g  o f  t h e  Br i t i s h  n ov e l .  A ga r wa l  a r gu es  t ha t  Ad i ga  o f f e r s  n ew 

ep i s t o l a r y ap p r o ach  to  T h e  Wh i t e  T i ge r  a s  ―a  n a r r a t iv e  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  

l e t t e r s ‖ .  H e  f u r the r  s t r es s es  h o w A d i ga  in  h i s  c e l eb r a t ed  n ov e l  

‗ r ev e rs es ‘  t h e  o r de r  o f  h i s  p ro t agon i s t  b y w r i t i n g  ‗co n f es s io na l  

l e t t e r s ‘  t o  t h e  t h en  Ch in es e  P r im e r ,  W en  J i ab ao .  O n  t he  qu es t i on  o f  

l i n gu i s t i c  ab i l i t y ,  A ga r w a l  av er s  b y s a yi n g :  

T h e  vo ice l e s s  su ba l t e r ns  vo ice  th e i r  u n h ear d ,  su pp r e s sed ,  and  

l a t en t  s i g ns  o f  d i s com fo r t  t h ro u gh  t h i s  m ed iu m  of  

co mmu ni ca t io n  an d  t hu s  u nb u rd en  th e i r  so u l s  f ro m  th e  p r e s su re  

o f  n eu ro t i c  r ep r es s io n  ( 11 ) .  

J o r ge  Di ego  S án ch ez  (2 01 3 )  com p ar e s  T he  Wh i t e  T i ge r  w i th  

D an n y Bo yl e ‘ s  S lu m do g  Mi l l i on a i r e  i n  h i s  p ape r ,  ―A Fash io n ab l e  

In d i a?  Fo ss i l s  and  R e - Or i en t a l i s ms  in  A r av in d  A di ga ‘ s  T he  Wh i t e  

T i g er  and  D ann y B o yl e ‘ s  S lu md og  M i l l i o na i r e ‖ .  S án ch ez  h a s  t o u ch ed  

m an y a s p ec t s  f r om  f i lm  to  l i t e r a t u re  an d  f r om  jo u rn a l i sm  to  

l i t e ra tu r e .  

 N i l ans hu  Kum ar  A ga r w a l  ( 20 13 )  h a s  ano th e r  ed i t ed  bo ok  

L o ca t in g  t he  P er iph er y :  B oo ker  P r i z e  a n d  t h e  In d ia n  Eng l i s h  N o ve l .  
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T h e r e  a r e  tw o  e s s a ys  o n  T h e  G od  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ,  w h i ch  have  

d i s cuss ed  ―sm a l l  he r o e s  i n  a  b i g  s to ry‖  an d  ―co n f l i c t i n g  i d ea s ‖  in  i t .  

In  ―C o n f l i c t i n g  Id ea s  i n  Th e  G od  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ‖ ,  San d eep  G uh a  

R o y an d  J o yd eep  Ban e r j ee  h av e  p r esen t ed  ― t h e  co n f l i c t  b e t ween  t h e  

w o r l ds  o f  t h e  hyp o c r i t i c a l  an d  th e  r ea l — caus i n g  s o c io cu l t u r a l  

i d i os yn c r a s i e s  i n  t h e  ch a r ac t e r s ‖  ( 82 )  o f  s m al l  an d  b i g  th in gs .  Th i s  

b o ok  h a s  a l s o  t wo  e s s ays  d ea l i n g  wi t h  Ro os t e r  C oo p  Th eo r y i n  Th e  

Wh i t e  T ig er .   

K . V.  Su r en d r an  ( 20 1 3)  h as  a  f u l l  l eng t h  bo ok  n am ed ,  ‗T h e  G od  

o f  S m al l  T h i ng s ‘ :  A  S ag a  o f  Lo s t  Drea m s .  S u rend r an  ha s  d ea l t  wi th  

v a r i ou s  l i t e r a r y t o p i c s  i n  t he  bo ok .  H e  h a s  d i s cus s ed  ce r t a in  

p r op e r t i e s  o f  T h e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th in gs ,  b y s t a t i n g:   

I t  i s  a l s o  a  p r o t es t  n o v e l  w h i ch  i s  r ad i ca l  and  un con v en t i on a l .  

…  Al so ,  an  an t i - e s t ab l i s hm en t  d i m en s io n  can  b e  a t t ach ed  t o  i t  i f  

o n e  w an t s  t o .  Un to u ch ab i l i t y  a s  a  can k e r  i s  d ea l t  wi th  i n  t h e  

n o ve l  a t  so m e d ep th .  …  O f  cou r se ,  t he  n ov e l  i s  r em ar k ab l e  fo r  

t h e  l i n gu i s t i c  i nn ova t i on s  (P r e f ace  v i i ) .   

E .  D aws on  V a ru ghes e  ( 20 13 ) ,  a r gu es  t h a t  i t  i s  R us hd ie ,  w ho  

p r e s en t ed  In d i an  l i t e ra tu r e  t o  t h e  w o r ld  i n  i t s  new  f o r m  and  

t e chn i qu e .  So  t i t l e  o f  h i s  b oo k  i s  R ead in g  N ew  In d i a :  P os t -M i l l enn i a l  

I n d i an  F i c t io n  in  En g l i s h .  V a ru gh es e  h a s  men t io ned :   

A d di t io na l l y,  t h e  Bo o k er  P r i z e  wi nn in g  n o v e l ,  A ru nd h a t i  Ro y‘ s  

T h e  G od  o f  Sm al l  T h in gs ,  h a s  a l s o  ram i f i ca t i ons  on  th e  In d i an  

w r i t i n g  an d  p ub l i s h i n g  s cen e  in  E n g l i sh ,  Ro y‘ s  n ov e l  h as  s h ap ed  

b o t h  t h e  In d i an  dom es t i c  l i t e r a r y s cen e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  In d i an  

d i as po r i c  and  i n t e rn a t io n a l  l i t e r a r y s cen es  ( 13 ) .   

R up a  Vi s w an a t h  (20 1 4) ,  i n  h e r  we l l  r e ce iv ed  bo ok ,  T h e  P a r ia h  

P r ob l em :  Ca s t e ,  Re l i g i on ,  a nd  th e  Soc i a l  i n  Mo d ern  I nd i a ,  c r i t i c i s e s  

―P a r i ah  P ro b l em ‖  ― f r om  co l o n y t o  p o s t  co l on y‖  i n  an  e f f ec t iv e  w a y.  
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V is h w an a t h  t a lk s  o f  t h e  r eco rd s  i n  t h e  M adr a s  P r e s id en cy o f  t he  ea r l y 

1 8 90s .  Wi t h  th i s  s h e  t r i e s  t o  ex ami n e ,  ―wh y an d  how  th e  P a r i ah  

P ro b l em  em er ged  w h en  i t  d i d ,  an d  wh a t  h app en ed  su bseq u en t l y‖  ( 3 ) .  

S h e  h a s  c a l l ed  i t  b y  m an y n am es ;  D a l i t s ,  u n t ou ch ab le  c a s t es ,  an d  

d e s cen dan t s  o f  un f r ee  ag r i cu l t u r a l  l ab o u r e r s .  T he  ag r i cu l t u r a l  

l abo ur e r s ,  a s  p e r  T ami l  i n  na t i ve  d i s cou r se ,  a r e  no  l e s s  t h an  s l aves  

an d  th ey  a r e  P a r a iya r ,  P a l l a r ,  and  Ch akk i l i ya r .  In  T h e  G o d  o f  Smal l  

T h in gs ,  Ro y h a s  ex p l a i n ed  t h i s  d i s c r i min a t io n  o f  un t ouch ab i l i t y  i n  

t h es e  w o rds :   

V elu th a ‘s  f a t h e r ,  V e l l ya  P aap en ,  how ev e r ,  w as  an  Old -W o r ld  

P a r av an .  H e  h ad  seen  th e  C r awl i n g  Back w ard s  Da ys  an d  h i s  

g r a t i t ud e  to  M am mach i  an d  h e r  f ami l y  f o r  a l l  t h a t  t h e y h ad  d on e  

f o r  h i m w as  as  w ide  and  d eep  as  a  r i ve r  i n  sp a t e  ( T GST  76 ) .     

T h us ,  i t  sh o ws  ho w  p a rad i gm  of  p o w er  p o l i t i c s  h as  d eep - ro o ted  

s t i gm a  and  ago n y a t t a ch ed  t o  i t .   

 A n and  Te l t umb d e  (2 0 14 )  i n  h i s  bo ok ,  T h e  P er s i s t en ce  o f  C as t e ,  

t ou ch es  a lmo s t  ev er y  f i e ld  o f  u g l y  a t r o c i t y  i n f l i c t ed  o n  u n t ou ch ab l es  

an d  l o w er  c a s t e  p eop l e  s in ce  l on g .  T h i s  b oo k  fo cus e s  on  20 06  

K h a i r l an j i  m ass ac re ,  wh i ch  h a s  so me  r e s emb l an ces  wi t h  V el u t h a‘s  

d ea th  i n  T h e  G od  o f  S ma l l  Th i ng s .  In  t h e  p r a i se  o f  t h e  ab ov e  c r i t i c ,  

A r u nd ha t i  Ro y w r i t e s :  

A n and  T e l t um bd e ‘s  an a l ys i s  o f  t he  pu b l i c ,  r i t u a l i s t i c  mas s ac r e  

o f  a  d a l i t  f am i l y i n  21 s t  c en t u r y In d i a  ex po se s  t h e  gangr en o us  

h ea r t  o f  ou r  so c i e t y.  I t  co n t ex tu a l i z e s  t h e  m as s acre  and  

d e s c r ib e s  t h e  m ann e r  i n  w h i ch  t h e  s o c i a l ,  po l i t i c a l  an d  s t a t e  

m ach in e r y,  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t he  m ass  med i a  and  th e  j ud ic i a r y a l l  

co l lu d e  to  f i r s t  c r ea t e  t h e  c l im at e  fo r  s u ch  b e s t i a l i t y ,  an d  t h en  

co v e r  i t  u p .  T h i s  i s  no t  a  b oo k  abou t  t h e  l a s t  d ays  o f  r e l i c t  

f eu d a l i sm,  bu t  a  bo o k  abo u t  w ha t  m od e r n i t y m ean s  i n  In d i a .  I t  
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d i s cuss e s  o n e  o f  t h e  m os t  im po r t an t  i s su es  i n  co n t em po r a r y 

In d i a .  ( In s id e  co v er  p age )  

 B i n od  Mis h r a  ( 201 4 )  i n  h i s  r es ea r ch  e s s a y ,  ―C yb e r  S p ace :  A  

S i t e  o f  S t r u gg l e  and  R e l eas e‖ ,  h a s  d i s cus s ed  th a t  g r o und  f ac t  o f  t he  

t e chn o lo g i ca l  r evo l u t i on :  i t  ―pe r p e tu a t es  t h e  com pl ex  p r o cess  o f  

p o w er  po l i t i c s ,  hegem o n y,  an d  c l as s  s t r u gg l e ,  a s  p ro p ou nd ed  b y  

H ab e rm a s ‖  (2 1 ) .  Fu r th e r ,  o n  t h e  qu es t io n  o f  p o wer  po l i t i c s ,  Mi sh r a  

co n c l ud es ,  ― Las t  Ma n  in  T ow er  d e l in ea t es  t h e  un cann y f ac t  ab ou t  t h e  

n a tu r e  an d  fu n c t i on  o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s  an d  t h e  co ns t r u c t i on  o f  an  o rd er  

o r  a  s t r u c tu r e‖  (2 6 ) .  M is hr a  ha s  c i t ed  Fo u cau l d i an  d i s co u rs e  o f  

―P an op t i c i sm ‖ ,  as  m o re  e f f ec t iv e  s u r ve i l l an ce .  

 M on i r  A .  C ho ud hur y ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,  i n  ―A rav in d  A di ga ‘ s  T h e  Wh i t e  

T i g er  a s  a  R e - i n s c r i p t i on  o f  M ode r n  In d i a‖ ,  h as  ex p l a i n ed  t he  

s u f fe r in gs  o f  t h e  po o r  a s  an  o u t co me  o f  t h e  so c i o - eco nom ic  s t ru gg l e s  

an d  cha l l en ges .  The  l on e  o l d  m an ,  Mu r th y ,  i s  t h e  v i c t im  o f  m in d l es s  

g r o w t h  and  dev e l op m ent  i n  m e t r os ,  i n  L as t  Ma n  in  T ower .  Ch ou dh a r y 

s a ys :  ―M as t e r j i ‘ s  r e s i s t an ce  to  a ccep t  t h e  o f f e r  o f  t h e  bu i l de r  sh o ws  

h o w th e  mi dd l e  c l as s  In d i ans ,  d es p i t e  h av in g  t ro ub l e s  i n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  o l d  ho us e s ,  ar e  r e l u c t an t  t o  a ccep t  mo de r n iz a t i on ‖  (1 5 9) .  

S us an  S t an f o rd  F r i ed m an  ( 20 15 )  i n  he r  c r i t i c a l  b oo k ,  Pla n e t ar y  

M o d er n i s ms :  Pr ovo ca t i on s  o n  M od ern i t y  a c ros s  T i m e ,  en l a r ge s  t he  

s ca l e  o f  s p ace  and  t i me  t o  a r gu e  fo r  a  f u l l y  p l an e t a r y  ap pr o ach  to  

m od e rn i t y.  O n  t h e  q u es t io n  o f  m od e r n i sm  an d  geop o l i t i ca l  a r gum ent ,  

F r i edm an  p o i n t s  o u t :  

T h e  ca t ego r y o f  m od e rn i t y — an d  som et im es  m od e rn i sm —h as  

co ns id e r ab l e  d i s cu r s iv e  cu r r en cy  i n  m an y p a r t s  o f  t h e  n on -

W es t —i t ‘ s  v a r io us l y  d eb a t ed ,  ch ar ac t e r i z ed ,  i n t e rna l i z ed ,  

r e s i s t ed ,  ad ap t ed ,  t r an s f o rm ed ,  d ep lo yed ,  and  s o  f o r th .  In  sh o r t ,  

i t ‘ s  a l i v e  as  an  i s su e  an d  a  rh e t o r i c  o u t s id e  t h e  W es t ;  i t ‘ s  



39 
 

en t an g l ed  wi t h  geop o l i t i c a l ,  e con omi c ,  and  cu l tu r a l  qu es t i on s  o f  

v a lu e  and  p o w er .  (3 1 7)   

T h e  s t a t em en t  ab ov e  i s  r e l ev an t  t o  T h e  G od  o f  S ma l l  T h i ng s  o n  a  

l a r ge  sca l e  and  The  Wh i t e  T ig er  and  L as t  Ma n  in  T ow er  o n  a  l e s s e r  

s ca l e .  

S am u el  Mi ss a l  ( 201 5 )  h as  w r i t t en  a  m on o gr aph  t i t l ed ,  A r av in d  

A di ga ‘ s  ‗ Th e  Wh i t e  T i g er ‘ :  A  S t ud y  i n  S y s t emi c  Mar g in a l i t y .  Mis s a l  

w an t s  t o  sh ow  ho w  m ar g in a l i t y  a s  a  t e rm  t ou ch es  t he  so c i a l ,  

e co no mi c ,  po l i t i c a l ,  and  ev en  sp a t i a l  a s p ec t s  o f  so c i e t y  i n  Th e  Wh i t e  

T i g er .  H e  h a s  d ep i c t ed  Ad i ga  as  a  c r ea t i ve  w r i t e r  w ho  h a s  c l e a r l y 

v i s u a l i z ed  t h e  sh a rp  d iv i s i on  b e t w een  t h e  r i ch  and  t h e  po o r .  T h e  po or  

b ecom es  t h e  su b jec t  o f  m a r g in a l i t y ,  an d  r i ch  a r e  a t  t h e  c en t re  

en jo yi n g  a l l  t he  ben e f i t s  o f  p ow er  po l i t i c s .  In  M i s s a l ‘ s  o wn  w o rds :  

― I t  i s  a  r e l a t i on sh ip  o f  po w er  w h e re  th e  r i ch  ex e rc i s e  abs o l u t e  p ow er  

o v e r  t h e  p oo r .  S uch  a  h egemo n y i s  t h e  ch ar ac t e r i s t i c  o f  s ys t emi c  

m ar g in a l i t y‖  ( 2 ) .  

S ud h i r  K .  A r o ra  ( 20 1 5)  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  ― In d i an  No v e l  i n  E n g l i sh :  

A  To u r ‖ ,  o n ce  aga i n  a r t i cu l a t es  t h e  j ou r n ey o f  In d i an  E n g l i s h  

Li t e r a t u r e  t h r ou gh  m an y u p h eav a l s .  Ar o r a  l o ok s  f o rw a r d  w i th  a  n ew 

r a y h o p e  f o r  t h e  g r ea t  In d i an  t r ad i t i o n  o f  w r i t i n gs :  

T h e  f u t u re  o f  In d ian  No v e l  i n  En g l i sh  i s  b r i gh t  and  r ive r  wi l l  

co n t i nu e  t o  mak e  v a r i ou s  l an ds  f e r t i l e  t o  t h e  ex t en t  t h a t  t h e  

In d i an  co n t em po r ar y  l an ds cap e  wi l l  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t en t io n  o f  

r e ad e rs  a l l  o v er  t h e  w o r ld  (3 8 ) .    

In  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  h e  t r i e s  t o  s p ar k  a  d i s cus s io n  s t a r t i n g  f r o m t h e  f i r s t  

In d i an  no ve l i s t  Ban k i m C h an d ra  C h a t t e r j e e ‘ s  R aj mo ha n ‘s  Wi f e  (1 86 4)  

t o  t h e  n ov e l i s t  t o  b e ,  Ch e t an  Bh aga t ‘ s  Ha l f  G i r l f r i end  (2 0 14 ) .  A ro ra  

n o t e s  o f  A r av in d  A d i ga  a s :  ―an  ab le  c r a f t s m an  in  h i s  t r e a tm en t  o f  

l an gu age ,  s ym b ol s  an d  a l lu s i on s  i n  T he  Wh i t e  T i ge r  ( 20 08 ) ‖  (3 6 ) .   
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D i pan j o y M u k h e r j ee  ( 2 0 15 ) ,  i n  ―A r av i nd  A di ga ‘ s  L as t  M a n  in  

T ow er :  A  Po s t co lon i a l  R ead i n g  o f  N ew  In d i a‖ ,  h as  t r i ed  t o  d ea l  w i th  

v a r i ou s  as p ec t s  l i ke ;  co lo n i a l i sm ,  g lob a l i z a t i on ,  n eo co l on i a l i sm  an d  

o th e r  r e l a t ed  p ar ad i gm s .  Wi t h  th e  adven t  o f  m at e r i a l i sm ,  M as t e r j i  h as  

f a ced  m an y p r o b l em s ,  ev en  t h r ea t ened  t o  h i s  o wn  l i f e .  M uk h er j ee  

co n c l ud es ,  ―A di ga ‘s  f i c t i o n  de l i nea t es  a  com pr eh en s iv e  p an o r am a o f  

t h e  ch an g i n g  so c io - cu l t u ra l ,  e con omi c  and  po l i t i c a l  pa r ad i gm s  and  

h o w  t h es e  t r ans fo rm  h um an  l i ve s  i n  In d i a‖  ( 60 ) .  I t  s h ows  th e  im p ac t  

o f  b r u t a l  p ow er  p o l i t i c s .  

 S .  M oni k a  (2 01 5)  ha s  a  sm al l  b u t  i n t en s e  s tu d y i n  C on tem p or ar y  

S o c i a l  I s su es  i n  Ara v in d  A d i ga ‘s  ‗T h e  Wh i t e  T i ge r ‘  a nd  ‗ La s t  Ma n  in  

T ow er ‘ .  Mo nik a  h as  d i s cus sed  Th e  Wh i t e  T i ge r ,  an  ―un us u a l  j ou rn e y‖  

o f  Ba l r am  H al w ai  a s  t h e  m aj o r  t h em e  in  t h e  no v e l .  S h e  h a s  a l so  

h i gh l i gh t ed  Bal r am ‘ s  b r av e  b u t  d a r k  s to r y o f  e s cap i n g  f ro m  the  

R oo s t e r  Co op .  M on ik a  ob se r v es :  ―…o f  p ro t e s t ,  an ge r ,  d i s gu s t  and  

s ens e  o f  comp ass i on  so  t yp i ca l  o f  t ho s e  w ho  hav e  s u f f e r ed  a  

m a r g in a l i s ed ,  mu t ed  ex i s t en ce  an d  a r e  l o n g in g  t o  ga i n  t he i r  vo i ce  and  

p l ace  u nd e r  t h e  su n‖  ( 5 6 ) .  Sh e  h as  m en t i on ed ,  r ega r d in g  t h e  L as t  M an  

i n  To w er ,  t h a t  A d i ga  h a s  d e l v ed  d eep e r  i n t o  t he  r ea l i t i e s  o f  u rb an  

l i f e .  Mo nik a  a r gues :   

A d i ga  p a i n t s  a  p i c tu r e  o f  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  j u n g l e  wh e r e  amb i t i on ,  

m on e y a r e  p r ed a to r s  s eek i n g  to  d i g  t h e i r  f an gs  in t o  t h e  s o f t  

f l a s h  o f  s en t i men t s  an d  g ro w  s t ro n ge r  an d  s t r on ge r  i n  t im e .  T he  

s t ro n g  b a t t l e  t h a t  r age s  b e t w een  h ear t  r e nd i n g  s en t im en t s  and  

ap a th y o f  amb i t i on  i s  t h e  un i qu e  s e l l i n g  po in t  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  

p i ece .  ( 57 )  

 A r ch an a  Bh a t t a char j ee  (2 01 6)  h as  a  b o ok  t i t l ed ,  R e f l ec t io n  o f  

S o c i a l  E t ho s  i n  t he  S e l ec t ed  No ve l s  o f  Ar un dh a t i  R o y ,  K i ra n  D es a i ,  

a n d  Ar a v i nd  Ad i ga .  Bha t t a ch a r j ee  ex p l o re s  t he  t r e a t men t  o f  s o c i a l  

e t ho s  as  s een  t h rou gh  R o y an d  Ad i ga ‘ s  n ov e l s .  Sh e  h as  t r i ed  to  f i n d  
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o u t  t h e  ans w e r  t o  t h e  q u es t io n  o f  l i t e r a tu r e ,  l an guage ,  cu l tu r e ,  and  

s o c i e t y t h r ou gh  the  r e f l e c t io n  o f  soc i a l  e t ho s  t r a ced  in  t h e  s t ud y.  

Bh a t t a ch a r j ee  c o n c l ud es  on  R o y;  ― The  G od  o f  S mal l  Th in gs  e ch o es  

w i t h  In d i an  s oc i a l  e th os .  Ro y a s  a  s o c i a l l y  co m mi t t ed  n ov e l i s t  h as  

d o ne  fu l l  j u s t i c e  t o  i t . ‖  (1 64 ) .  

 J os h i l  K .  A b r ah am and  J ud i th  M is r ah i - Bar ak  ( 20 16 )  t o ge t h er  

h av e  a n  ed i t ed  boo k ,  Da l i t  L i t e ra tur e s  i n  I nd ia .  Th er e  a r e  t h r ee  

e s s ays  o n  A r un dh a t i  Ro y‘ s  T h e  Go d  o f  S m al l  Th i ng s  t oo .  Es sa ys  i n  

t h i s  bo ok  a re  f rom  f amo us  c r i t i c s  l i k e ;  G . N.  D ev y,  J as b i r  J a i n ,  

P r am od  K .  Na ya r ,  M . M.S .  P an d i an ,  K .  Sa t yan a r a yan a ,  M ar t in e  v an  

Wo er kens ,  A l ex and r a  d e  H eer in g ,  R a j  Ku m ar ,  R a j  K u mar  H an s ,  

C a ro l yn  H i b b s ,  S ip r a  Mi kh e r j ee ,  an d  s o  o n .  R av i  Sh ank a r  K um ar  in  

h i s  ―T h e  Po l i t i c s  o f  D a l i t  Li t e ra tu r e‖ ,  s ays :  ―Th e  r e l a t i on sh i p  

b e tw een  l i t e r a t u r e  an d  p o l i t i c s  h as  been  a  l e i tm ot i f  i n  m u ch  o f  t he  

d i s cou rs e  su r ro un d i n g  D al i t  l i t e r a tu r e‖  ( 3 9 ) .  H e  s p eak s  o f  t h e  cas t e ,  

u n t ou ch ab i l i t y ,  an d  p o l i t i c s .  Kum ar  h as  c l a r i f i e d :  

T h e  ev er yd a yn es s  o f  c a s t e ,  un t ou ch ab i l i t y  i s  e s s en t i a l  f o r  t he  

ca s t e  s ys t em to  r ep r od u ce  i t s e l f .  H ence ,  Da l i t  l i t e r a tu r e  r e s i s t s  

t ho s e  p a t t e rn s  and  t en d en c i e s  w h i ch  r ep r es en t  c as t e  i n  p ub l i c  

s ph e r e  as  i f  c a s t e  w as  mer e l y a  r em n an t  o f  t h e  p as t .  Th ese  

t end enc i es  c amo uf l age  t he  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u re  o f  c as t e‖  ( 55 ) .  

A n  ex t ens i v e  s tu dy  o n  A r av i nd  A diga ‘ s  Th e  Wh i t e  T ig e r  has  

b een  ca r r i ed  ou t  by  S u d h i r  K .  A r o r a  ( 2 01 6 ) .  He  d es c r ibe s  t h em es  o f  

t h e  n ov e l  i n  m ul t i p l i c i t y ,  w h i ch  en t a i l s  cons id e r ab l y  a s  po v er t y,  

s t ru gg l e ,  i d en t i t y ,  l i gh t  v e r su s  da r kn es s ,  m o ck e r y o f  r e l i g i o n ,  h ow  to  

b r eak  th e  c age ,  f a i l u re  o f  d emo c rac y,  s ex  o n  s a l e ,  e f f ec t s  o f  

g l o b a l i z a t io n ,  m as t e r - s e r v an t  r e l a t i on sh ip ,  s e r v an t - s e rv an t  

r e l a t i on sh ip ,  p e r s on a l  r e l a t i on sh i p ,  em pl o ye r - em p lo yee  r e l a t i on sh ip  

an d  so  o n .   



42 
 

K .  S a t ch i dan an d an  ( 2 01 6)  h as  an  ed i t ed  b oo k ,  Wo r d s  M a t t er :  

Wr i t i ng  ag a i ns t  S i l en ce ,  con s i s t i n g  o f  e s s a ys  o n  s p eak in g  aga i ns t  

s i l en ce .  G op a l  Gu ru  ( 20 16 ) ,  i n  t h i s  vo lu me  h as  a  t h ou gh t -p ro vo k i n g  

e s s ay ,  ―D a l i t  H i s to r y i s  No t  Pas t  b u t  P r es en t ‖ ,  s ho ws  ho w 

i n t o l e ran ce ,  a s  a  q u es t io n  o f  so c i a l  p r e j ud ice  r an ges  f rom  

d i s p l acem en t  o f  a  l a r ge  n um b er  o f  Pan d i t s  f r om K as hmi r  V a l l ey t o  

D ad r i  v i l l age  t r aged y.  T h i s  b u r d en  o f  s t i gm a  r em a ins  a t t a c h ed  to  

D a l i t s  ac r os s  t im e  an d  s pace .  T h e  so c i a l  t r aged y i n  b o t h ,  t h e  co n tex t  

an d  ou t  o f  t he  co n t ex t ,  h a s  m ean in gf u l  i mp r es s i on  o n  In d i an  En g l i sh  

Li t e r a t u r e .  H e  fu r t he r  c a l l s  i t  a s  ‗ s o c i a l  i n to l e r ance ‘  ( 14 6 ) .  In  

r e l a t i on  t o  t h e  D a l i t  s i t u a t io n  in  In d i a ,  h e  s ays ,  i t  ― i s  an a lo go us  t o  t he  

s i t u a t io n  o f  Bl ack s  w ho ,  as  a  l e ad i n g  l i gh t  o f  B l ack  l i t e r a tu r e  T on i  

M o r r i s on  h as  obse r v ed ,  a l so  do  no t  g r ow  in  t h e  eyes  o f  w h i t e  

A m er i can  m al es ‖  (1 4 6) .  In  t h e  qu es t io n  o f  l an gu age ,  Gur u  po s t u l a t es  

t h a t  t h e  w o rd s  a l w ays  s h r in k  i n  t h i s  n a tu r a l  p ro ces s  o f  

‗ p ho to s yn t h e s i s ‘ .  H e  s u rp r i s in g l y en co r e s ,  ―D al i t  l i f e  i t s e l f  b ecom es  

s yn o n ym o u s  w i t h  p l ayi n g  a  r ed u c t ive  l an gu age  gam e,  an d  cas t e  o r  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  b ec o m es  s yn o n ym o u s  w i t h  l i n gu i s t i c  r e a l i t y ‖  ( 1 4 9 ) .  

T h es e  e l em en t s  and  a r gu m en t s  h av e  d i r ec t  r e l ev an ce  t o  t h e  th r ee  

s e l ec t ed  n ov e l s .   

M .  S r ee l a t h a  ( 20 16) ,  i n  ―R es i s t an ce  to  Co n t em po r a r y R ea l i t i e s  

i n  A r av i nd  A di ga ‘ s  L as t  Ma n  i n  T ow er ‖ ,  r em ark s ,  h ow  ―A d i ga  mak es  

an  a t t emp t  t o  b r in g  t he  s i l enced  in d i v i du a l  t o  t h e  cen t r e . ‖  Sh e  

a t t empt s  h e re  h o w a  co mmo n m an  r e s i s t s  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  f e l l ow 

b e in g s .  In  h e r  w o rd s :  ―Ad i ga  ex p l o r e s  t h e  l oo ph o l es  i n  

ad min i s t r a t i o n ,  d i s a s t ro us  v i ces ,  ev i l  o f  co r r up t io n  an d  b r i b e r y  

s imi l a r  t o  h i s  f i r s t  no v e l .  Th e  n ar r a t iv e  i s  bu i l t  on  t he  t hem es  o f  

p o w er  an d  r e s i s t ance  b eh i nd  th e  l op s id ed  dev e l opm ent ‖  (8 ) .   I t  s h o ws  

t h e  i nh um an  ro l e  p l a yed  b y p o w er  i n  t h e  co n t em po r a r y w o r ld .   
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U l ka  A nj a r i a  ( 20 17 ) ,  a  s ch o l a r  i n  ana l ys i n g  T wen t i e th -C en tu r y 

In d i an  No v e l s ,  i n  h e r  r e cen t  p ap e r ,  ― N ot es  o n  t he  In d i an  

C on temp or a r y‖ ,  l oo ks  th r ou gh  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  l en s  t h an  t h a t  o f  

p os t co l on i a l i t y .  A n j a r i a  w r i t es  i n  a  su r v e y o f  R o y‘ s  f i r s t  n o ve l :   

S ex ,  l ov e ,  v io l en ce ,  and  m oth e r ho od  a r e  a l l  p re s en ted  t h ro u gh  

t h e  o p t i cs  o f  eve r yd a y l i f e  r a t he r  t h an  t he  g r av i t a s  o f  

p os t co l on i a l  f i c t i on ,  i n  wh ich  s ex ,  w h en  r ep r e sen t ed  a t  a l l ,  i s  

o f t en  p o r t r ayed  a s  a  t r an s g r es s i ve  ac t  wi t h  d i r e  con s eq u en ces  

( 5 7 ) .    

P os t co l on i a l  i s  a l mo s t  a t  t h e  l a s t  l eg  o f  l i f e ,  f ad in g  to  g r ad ua l  

d ea th .  Wr i t e r s  and  c r i t i c s  hav e  t o  t h i nk  o f  an o t he r  t e rm ,  wh i ch  can  

r ea l l y  b e  f e l t  a c r os s  t h e  con temp o ra ry  l i t e r a tu r e .  A n j a r i a  ad vo ca t es  

s t ro n gl y ap p l yi n g  so m e o f  t h e  ‗ t h eo r e t i c a l  p a r ad i gms ‘ :  

…  w hi ch  a r e  s ecu la r i s t ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  p r o gr e s s iv e ,  a n t i - c ap i t a l i s t ,  

d i as po r i c ,  mo d er n i s t ,  s k ep t i c a l  o f  t h e  n a t io n ,  an d  com mi t t ed  to  

t h e  i dea  th a t  l an guage  i s  t h e  s p ace  fo r  e i t h e r  t he  con so l i d a t i on  

o r  t he  s ub v e rs i on  o f  ep i s t emi c  au t ho r i t y  ( 5 8 ) .  

A n ja r i a  con d emn s  an d  b l am es  t h e  p os t co l on i a l  c r i t i c s ,  w h o  f a i l  t o  

u n de r s t an d  t he  con t emp o r ar y  l i t e ra tu r e .  Sh e ,  f u r t he r ,  ad vo ca t e s  o f  

―w o rk in gs  o f  p ow e r  mu s t  b e  ex p os e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ‖  (6 1 ) .   H e r  r emar ks  

a r e  e l abo r a t ed  a t  l en g t h  b y t h e  s cho la r  i n  t h i s  t he s i s .  

R os i t t a  J os ep h  V al i yam a t t am  ( 20 17 ) ,  i n  h e r  e s s a y ,  ―A r av i nd  

A d i ga ‘s  L as t  M an  in  T ow er :  Su rv iv a l  S t ra t eg i e s  i n  a  Mo r a l l y  

A m biv a l en t  In d i a‖ ,  h a s  an a l ys ed  t h e  s u rv iv a l  s t r a t eg i e s  ad op t ed  b y 

o r d i na r y m en  an d  w o men  in  t h e  n ov e l .  V a l i yam a t t am  h as  a l so  n o t ed  

M as t e r j i ‘ s  p r o t es t  aga i ns t  i n j us t i c e :  ― t h e  c l a r i t y  o f  M as te r j i ‘ s  v i s ion  

p i e r ce s  t h e  d a rk nes s .  M as t e r j i ‘ s  i d ea l i s t i c  f i gh t  i s  u nsu ccess fu l ,  a s  

ex p ec t ed ,  b u t  i t  i s  m ean in g f u l ‖  (7 ) .  Th e  b eau t y o f  t h i s  n ov e l  i s  
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r a i s in g  M as t e r j i ‘ s  s t a tu s  t o  t r ag i c  d im en s i on  d esp i t e  h i s  ap p a r en t  

f a i l u re .   

M an av  Ra t t i  ( 20 1 8)  i n  h i s  r es ea r ch  p ap e r ,  ― J us t i ce ,  

S ub a l t e r n i s m,  and  Li t e r a r y J us t i c e :  A r av i nd  Ad i ga ‘s  T he  Wh i t e  

T i g er ‖ ,  an a l ys e s  t h e  n ov e l  f rom  ano t h e r  an g l e  o f  j u s t i c e :  

p h i lo so ph i ca l ,  l ega l ,  an d  l i t e r a r y.  R a t t i  q u es t io ns :  ―W ha t  i s  j u s t i c e  

w h en  i t s  ag en t  i s  su b a l t e r n  —  d i s p r iv i l eged  b y  b o t h  cas t e  an d  c l as s  —  

an d  d e l i v e r s  j u s t i ce  t o  h i ms e l f? ‖ ;  and  ―H o w  can  a  w r i t e r  co n ce i v e  o f  

an d  r ep r es en t  j u s t i c e  —  l i t e ra r y j u s t i c e  —  b y  w o r k i ng  w i t h in  and  

aga i ns t  ph i lo so ph ica l  and  l ega l  con cep t io ns  o f  j u s t i c e?‖  H e ,  i n  t h i s  

e s s ay,  s h o ws  wid er  i n s i gh t  i n t o  t he  r ep r es en t a t i on  o f  c l as s ,  c as t e ,  

p o ve r t y,  an d  v io l en ce  t h a t  can  be  s i mi l a r  t o  t h e  ― s t ru c tu r i n g  and  

t r an s l a t io n  of  j u s t i c e‖  (1 ) .   

M an g le sh  D ab r a l  (2 0 19 ) ,  w ho  h a s  r ecen t l y  t r an s l a t ed  Aru n dh a t i  

R o y‘ s  s e co nd  n ov e l ,  Th e  Mi n i s t r y  o f  U t mo s t  H ap p i n ess  ( 2 01 7 )  i n t o  

H i nd i ,  s ays :  ―Ro y‘ s  n a r r a t iv e  i s  po e t i c ,  h e r  ch a r ac t e r s  hav e  t h e i r  own  

l an gu ages .  T he r e  a r e  m an y n ew  w o rd s  in  t h e  bo ok  t ha t  w e r e  v e r y 

d i f f i cu l t  t o  t r an s l a t e , ‖  Th i s  con no t a t io n  i s  a l s o  t ru e  f o r  Th e  G od  o f  

S m al l  Th in gs .  

N o w,  i t  i s  r e l ev an t  h e r e  t o  r ev i ew  the  l an gu age  a s pec t  o f  t h e  n ov e l s  

s e l ec t ed  i n  v i ew  o f  w h a t  o t he r s  h ave  to  s ay i n  t h i s  con tex t .  Th e  t h es i s  

a l so  s peaks  o f  t he  l i n kage  b e t w een  p ow er  p o l i t i c s  an d  i t s  ex p r es s ion  

i n  ap t  l an gu age .  So m e th eor e t i c a l  a sp ec t  abo u t  t h e  us e  o f  l an gu age ,  

t hu s ,  i s  i n  o rd e r  h e r e .   

D av i d  Lo d ge  ( 19 79 ,  r p t .  19 94 )  a r gu es ,  i n  h i s  L an gua g e  o f  

F i c t i on ,  l an gu age  in  t h e  a r t  o f  no v e l  i s  m o r e  po pu l a r  i n  i t s  ap p ro ach  

t o  p eo p l e  t h a n  an o t h er  comm un ica t iv e  fo rm  o f  l angu age .  Lo d ge  

s up po r t s  h i s  com men t  b y q u o t i n g  Ian  W at t ;  ― t he  f u nc t io n  o f  l an gu age  
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i s  mu ch  m o re  l a r ge l y r e f e r en t i a l  i n  t h e  n ov e l  t h an  i n  o t h e r  l i t e ra r y 

f o rm s ‖  ( 26 ) .  

Fam ou s  Am er i can  n o ve l i s t ,  J o hn  U p d i k e  (1 99 7 ) ,  i n  h i s  p o pu l a r  

e s s ay,  ― M ot h e r  T on gu e :  Su bd u in g  the  Lan gu age  o f  t he  Co lo n iz e r ‖ ,  

i d en t i f i e s  Th e  G o d  o f  S mal l  T h i ng s  a s  g l o b a l  and  l o ca l  i n  i t s  a l l u s i ons  

an d  im pl i ca t io ns .  U p d i ke  h as  un v e i l ed  th e  gam e  o f  po wer  p o l i t i c s ,  b y 

s a yi n g :  ― a  cho r d  in  s t r a t i f i ed ,  u n ev en l y d ev e l o ped  so c i e t i e s  t h a t  f e e l  

a  s h am e  an d  de f ea t  i n  t h e i r  h i s to r y‖ .  A r un dh a t i  Ro y h a s  hand l ed  

l an gu age  i n  an  u n co n ven t i on a l  wa y a c r o ss  t h e  no v e l  b y  h e r  com plex  

s to r y- t e l l i n g  m od e .  F i r s t ,  i t  becom es  t h e  vo i ce  o f  h e r  o w n ,  t h en  o f  

A yem en em,  aga in  o f  sm al l  t h i n gs  i n  r e a l  l i f e  b eco min g  q u i t e  

s i gn i f i c an t ;  and  f in a l l y  f i t s  i n t o  a  k in d  o f  l an gu age  t h a t  c an  be  

c r ea t i ve l y u n d e r s to o d  t h ro u gho u t  t h e  g lo b e .  H er  l an gu age  h as  

s a t i s f ac t o r i l y  w o r ked  f r om  N or th  E as t  t o  K er a l a ,  f ro m ch i l d  t o  an  

ad u l t  pe r so n ,  comm on  m an  t o  com r ad e ,  po o r  t o  r i ch ,  un to u ch ab l e  t o  

t ou ch ab l e ,  h av es  t o  h av e -n o t s ,  an d  even  d ep i c t s  an  an c i en t  In d i a .  Th i s  

t yp e  o f  comp r ehens iv e  t e ch n i qu e  i s  w h a t  mak es  T h e  Go d  o f  S mal l  

T h in gs  g r ea t .  The  G o d  o f  S ma l l  T h in gs  h op es  fo r ,  ― ‗Na al ey ‘ .  

T om o rr o w. ‖  (3 40 ) .  D esp i t e  p e rv a s i ve  g l o om ,  th e  l a s t  w o r ds  o f  t he  

n o ve l  qu o t ed  ab ove  po in t  t o  po ss i b l e  ho p e  f o r  a  b e t t e r  f u tu r e .  Al l  

g r ea t  w or ks  o f  a r t  a r e  ex pec t ed  t o  b e  f in a l l y  l i f e - a f f i r mi n g .  J ohn  

U p d i ke  i s  app r ec i a t i v e  o f  Ro y‘ s  c r ea t io n  o f  h e r  ow n  l an gu age  t h a t  c an  

b e  us ed  ap t l y i n  t h e  i n t ens e ,  ago n i s in g  s i t u a t io ns :  ―A n o ve l  o f  r e a l  

am bi t io n  mu s t  i nv en t  i t s  o w n  l an gu age ,  and  th i s  on e  d o es… ‖  ( b l u r b  o f  

T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  Th in gs ) .   

E v e l yn  N i en - Mi n g C h ' i en  ( 20 04 ) ,  i n  h e r  Wei r d  E n g l i sh ,  

ex amin es  th e  s yn t ac t i c  and  g r am mat i ca l  b r eak th r ou gh  o f  f ew  wr i t e r s ,  

w h ich  i n c lu d es  A ru n dh a t i  Ro y  i n  chap t e r ,  ―T h e  Po l i t i c s  o f  D es i gn :  

A r u nd ha t i  Ro y‖ .  N i en - Min g  Ch ' i en  ― l oo ks  a t  ho w  th e  co l l i s io n  o f  

o th e r  l an gu ages  wi t h  En g l i sh  i nv i go r a t ed  and  p ro p e l l ed  th e  ev o l u t i on  
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o f  l an guage  in  t h e  t w en t i e t h  c en tu r y an d  b eyo n d ‖  ( f ro m th e  b lu r b  on  

t h e  f ro n t  f l i p ) .  She  d i s p l a ys  h o w  Roy,  p s ych o lo g i ca l l y ,  t a ck l es  t he  

l an gu age  u s ed  in  t h e  n ov e l  ―wi th  p o l i t i c a l  i n t en t  an d ,  a t  t im es ,  

an ge r ‖ :   

B y p o s i t i on i n g  th e  ch i l d r en  a t  o d ds  wi t h  En g l i s h ,  R o y 

d emo ns t r a t e s  ho w — mo s t  t r ans p a r en t l y i n  p os t co l on i a l  co un t r i es  

l i k e  In d i a — t h e  a c t  o f  l e a r n i n g  a  l an gu age  can  b e  

p s ych o l o g i ca l l y  p r o b l em at i c  pu r su i t .  Sh e  s ho ws  ho w  t h e  

p r od u c t i on  o f  l an gu age  i s  t h e  p r od u c t i on  o f  a  ps ych o lo gy t h a t  i s  

d i s s emi na t ed  th r ou gh  a  co m mu ni t y.  Bu t  t h i s  p s ych o lo gy i s  n o t  

s t ab l e ,  b ecaus e  l angu age  i s  f l ex ib l e  ( l i k e  hum an  b e i n gs ) .  ( 17 8 )  

O n  t h e  qu es t i on  o f  Ro y‘ s  l an guage ,  Pad min i  Mo n g i a  ( 200 7 ) ,  i n  

h e r  e s s ay,  ―T h e  M aki n g  and  M ar ke t i n g  o f  Ar u nd ha t i  Ro y‖ ,  h as  

r ep r es en t ed  th e  reco gn i t i on  and  h ono u r  o f  In d i a n  Eng l i s h  b y t h e  

l i t e ra r y s t yl e  ad op t ed  b y R o y.  M o n g i a  qu o t es  B i l l  Bu f o rd  ( 19 97 )  

r ega r d in g  Ro y‘ s  s ty l e :  ―…  a  k i nd  o f  E n g l i s h  i s  f i n d i ng  i t s  v o i ce ,  

d i s t i n c t l y  In d i an  En g l i s h ,  on e  t h a t  i s  a t  on ce  l o ca l  an d  in t e r n a t i on a l ,  

o f  i t s  cu l t u re  an d  o f  t h e  g l ob e ‖  ( 10 7 ) .  

A n n a  C la r k e  (2 00 7)  t a lk s  o f  t he  l an guage  h yb r i d i t y .  C l a rk e  a l so  

d i s cuss e s  t h e  tw i ns ,  wh ich  i s  an  ex am pl e  o f  ―b i o lo g i ca l  

h yb r i d i z a t io n ‖ .  Lan gu age  i s  a  p r oce ss  o f  t im e  an d  sp ace .  Lan gu ages  

h av e  a  q u a l i t y  o f  accep t an ce ,  w h i ch  l e ad  t o  a  n ew d ev e lo pm ent  i n  t he  

l an gu age .  S h r ee sh  C h au dh a r y ( 2 0 1 7 )  a r gu es  t ha t  In d i an  E n g l i s h  h as  

i t s  ow n  s yn t ac t i c a l  p ro p er t i e s  and  g l ob a l  r e co gn i t i on .  T h i s  i d ea  i s  

a l so  accep t ab l e  t o  Br a j  B ih a r i  K ach r u ‘s  co n ce iv ed  id ea  o f  t h r ee  

co n cen t r i c  c i r c l es  o f  t h e  l an gu age .  In d i an  E n gl i s h  l an guage  i s  f ound  

n ea r  t o  t h e  In n e r  C i r c l e  o f  U K  and  US  En g l i sh e s .  H e r e ,  A n n a  C l a r ke  

h e r s e l f  h as  o pp osed  t h e  co nf o rmi t y  o f  t h e  ―un se t t l i ng  h yb r i d i t y‖ ,  

w h ich  h as  b een  s een   
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… in  t he  n ov e l  f rom  t he  f ac t  t h a t  a l l  t he  c en t r a l  i n s t an ce s  o f  

h yb r i d i z a t io n ,  wh er e  ch ar ac t e r s  t r y  t o  b r each  th e  e s t ab l s hed  

h i e r a r ch i es  (o f  co lo n iz e r  and  co lo n iz ed ,  t o u ch ab l e  and  

u n t ou ch ab l e ,  g r amm at i ca l  o rd e r  an d  d i s o rd e r )  and  ‗ en te r t a i n  t h e  

d i f f e r en ce ‘  o f  h yb r i d i t y  a r e  p u n i s h ed ,  c r i t i c i z ed ,  o r  con t ro l l ed  

w i t h i n  t h e  n a r r a t i ve  ( 13 9 ) .  

U r mi l a  Ho od a  ( 20 11 )  i n  J agd i s h  Ba t ra ‘ s  ed i t ed  b oo k ,  F or m  a nd  

S t y l e  i n  In d i an  Eng l i s h  F ic t i on ,  t r i e s  t o  sh ow  ho w  E n gl i sh  l a n gu age  

b ecom es  n a t i v e  in  Th e  Go d  o f  S mal l  Th i ng s .  Ho od a  h a s  c l ea r l y  

e s t ab l i sh ed  tw o  f ac t s :   

F i r s t ,  En g l i sh  w as  a  f o re i gn  l an gu age  and  wi t h i n  an  in c r ed i b l y  

s m al l  s p an  th e  wr i t e r s  l i k e ,  A r un dh a t i  R o y,  h av e  con t r ib u t ed  a  

l o t  i n  s i mpl i f yi n g  i t  and  m ak i n g  i t  ‗ na t i v e ‘  b y b l end i n g  i t  w i th  

t yp i ca l  In d i an  sp i ce s ;  an d  s econ d l y,  t h e  m et ho d  Ro y ad o p t s  t o  

a ch iev e  a i m  i s  b y  j o t t i n g  d o wn  a  s t o r y w i t h  a l l  t h e  t yp i ca l  

an c i en t  t r ad i t i on  o f  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  ( 83 ) .  

J agd i s h  Ba t r a  ( 201 1 ) ,  i n  h i s  ed i t ed  b o ok ,  Fo rm  a nd  S t y l e  i n  

I n d i an  En g l i sh  F ic t io n ,  su gges t s  a  c lo s e  r ead i n g  o f  t h e  t ex t ,  Th e  G od  

o f  S ma l l  Th in gs .  Ro y h a s  a l s o  t ak en  m an y l i b e r t i e s  w i th  t h e  s yn t ax  o f  

t h e  E n g l i s h  l an guage .  T h e r e  a r e  am ple  ex ampl e s  i n  i t ,  w h ich  wi l l  b e  

d i s cuss ed  i n  t h e  nex t  ch ap t e r  o f  t h i s  t h es i s .  Ba t r a  ha s  n o t ed :  ―D ef t  

u s e  o f  s t yl i s t i c  and  n a r r a to lo g i ca l  cho i ces  h av e  co m e  f ro m  wr i t e r s —

l ik e  …  A ru nd h a t i  R o y f o r  h e r  n eo -na t i v i z a t i o n  o f  E n g l i sh ‖  ( 30 ) .  He  

f i na l l y  co n c l ud es :  ―T h e  s eve r a l  m ee t in g  p o i n t s  b e t ween  t h em at i c  and  

t h e  s t yl i s t i c s  /  n a r r a to lo g i ca l  a s p ec t s  o f  a  l i t e r a r y t ex t  s up po r t  t h e  

p os tm od e rn  s cep t i c i sm  o f  d i s t i n c t i on s‖  ( 31 ) .  Th e  ab ov e  b oo k  o f f e r s  

m an y i n s i gh t fu l  e s s ays ,  w h i ch  f i l l s  t h e  v acuu m  in  s t yl i s t i c  and  

n a r r a t o lo g i ca l  s tu d i e s  o f  v a r i ou s  mo de r n  In d i an  n ov e l i s t s .  
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R am a  Kan t  A gn ih o t r i  an d  R a j en d ra  S in gh  (2 01 2 ) ,  h av e  ed i t ed  a  

b o ok ,  In d ia n  En g l i sh :  T ow ar ds  a  New  Pa ra d i gm .  A gn i ho t r i  e t  a l .  

a r gu e :   

… t h a t  an  accou n t  o f  IE  can n o t  b e  p ro v i d ed  w i th ou t  l ook in g  a t  

t h e  s o c io l in gu i s t i c s  o f  E n g l i s h  i n  In d i a  an d  t h e  p o l i t i ca l  

E con om y o f  t h e  con t emp o r ar y w o r ld  an d  In d i a ‘ s  p l ace  i n  i t ‖  (2 ) .   

T h e r e  a r e  r es ea rch  p ap e rs  wh i ch  a r e  a l s o  us e f u l  i n  m ak in g  

a r gu m en t s  f o r  t h e  o n go i n g  p r o j ec t  o f  p a r ad i gm  o f  p ow er  po l i t i c s  and  

i t s  l an gu age  in  l i t e r a r y  f o cu s ed  s tu d y.  I t  w i l l  b e  d i s cuss ed  i n  

s ub s eq u en t  ch ap t e r s  o f  t he  t h es i s .  

G eo r ge  O r w el l  ( 19 4 6 ,  r p t .  2 01 3 ) ,  i n  h i s  w id e l y co n s id e r ed  

c r i s p y  s m a l l  bo ok  o n  s t yl e ,  P ol i t i c s  an d  th e  E ng l i s h  L ang u ag e ,  s ho ws  

t h e  co nd i t i on s  fo r  d ec l i n e  o f  l an gu age .  O r w e l l  c l e a r l y  s t r es se s  t h a t  

― t h e  d ec l i n e  o f  a  l an gu age  mu s t  u l t im a t e l y h av e  p o l i t i c a l  and  

eco no mi c  cau s es :  i t  i s  no t  du e  s im pl y  t o  t h e  b ad  in f l u ences  o f  t h i s  o r  

t h a t  i n d i v id u a l  w r i t e r ‖  ( 1 ) .  H e ,  fu r t h e r ,  ad vo ca t e s  l an gu age  m u s t  b e  a  

p r o cess  o f  n a t u r a l  g r o w th  an d  m us t  no t  b e  u s ed  f o r  t h e  p u rp os e  o f  i t s  

o w n .  Or w el l  em phas i s es  t h a t  l an gu age  m us t  no t  d i e  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  bu t  

h av e  qu a l i t y  o f  genu in e  f ee l in gs .  As  he  po in t s  ou t :   

T h e  g r ea t  en em y o f  c l e a r  l an gu age  i s  i n s i n ce r i t y .  W h en  th e r e  i s  

a  gap  b e t w een  on e ' s  r e a l  an d  on e ‘ s  d ec l a r ed  a ims ,  on e  tu r n s  as  

i t  w e r e  in s t i nc t i ve ly  t o  l o n g  wo r ds  and  ex h aus t ed  id i om s ,  l i k e  a  

cu t t l e f i sh  s pu r t in g  o u t  i nk .  In  o u r  age  th e r e  i s  n o  su ch  th i n g  as  

‗ k eep in g  ou t  o f  po l i t i c s ‘  ( 15 ) .    

R a j e sh  K.  Li d i ya  ( 20 14 )  a l so  t a l ks  o f  d i f f e r en t  l an gu ages  

s u i t ab l e  fo r  d i f f e r en t  gen r es .  E v en  d i f f e ren t  s i t u a t i on s  d em and  

d i f f e r en t  t o na l  l an gu age .  (2 82 ) .     
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S hr ee sh  Ch aud h ar y  ( 2 0 17 ) ,  i n  h i s  e s sa y ,  ―E as t  In d i a  C om p an y,  

B a bo os ,  an d  th e  r i s e  o f  In d i an  E ng l i s h ‖ ,  su gges t s  t h a t  wi t h  t he  

p a s s age  o f  t im e ,  E n g l i sh  l an gu age  h a s  d ev e l op ed  i n to  a  s t an da rd  

f o rm ,  w h i ch  r es u l t ed  i n  ―E n g l i s h -kn o wi n g  In d i an s  f o r  i t s  o f f i ce s ,  

t hu s ,  b ec am e  t he  c a t a l ys t  f o r  t h e  g r ow t h  o f  En g l i sh  in  In d i a . ‖  ( 51 )   

C h au dh a r y  p r o v es  t h a t  En g l i sh  a s  a  n o n - n a t i v e  l an gu age  h a s  t u rn ed  

i n t o  an  o f f i c i a l  l ang u age  i n  In d i a ,  wh ich  i s  a l s o  ev i d en t  f r o m  t he  f ac t  

t h a t  In d i an  o r i g i n  w r i t e r s  h av e  w on  N o b e l  P r i z e s ,  Boo ke r  P r i z es ,  an d  

P u l i t z e r  P r i z es .    

N o t  on l y t h e  c r i t i c s  m en t i on ed  abo v e  b u t  a l s o  th e  s e l ec t ed  w r i t e r s  a r e  

f u l l y  co n s c io us  o f  t h e  p ro b l em s  and  po ss ib i l i t i e s  o f  us ing  E n g l i sh  fo r  

c r ea t i ve  p u r p os e  i n  In d i a .   F r om  t h e  o p en in g  p age  o f  t he  n o v e l ,  Th e  

Wh i t e  T i g er ,  A d i ga  m akes  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  E n g l i s h  l an gu age  i s  no t  ou r  

o w n  mot h e r  t o n gu e .  Th i s  l an gu age  i s  t h e  ‗ a l i en ‘  l an gu age  t o  In d ian  

p eop l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  C h i n es e  o n es ,  i n  gen e r a l .  In  p a r t i cu l a r ,  t h e r e  a r e  

c e r t a i n  t h in gs ,  wh ich  can  b e  sa id  o n l y  i n  E n gl i s h  b ecaus e  t h e y a r e  f a r  

aw a y f r o m  In d i an  t ho u gh t ,  cu l tu r e ,  an d  beh av io ur .  E n g l i sh  i s  a  

l an gu age  o f  t he  co lo n iz e r  and ,  o f  co u rs e ,  t h e  l i nk - l angu age  o f  t he  

w o r l d .  Whi l e  ad dr e s s in g  t h e  C h i n es e  P remi e r ,  W en  J i ab ao ,  he  

p o r t r ays  t h e  l an gu age  p o l i cy v e r y  p r o m in en t l y:  ―N e i th e r  yo u  n o r  I  c an  

s p eak  E n gl i s h ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  so m e  th in gs  th a t  c an  be  s a id  o n l y i n  

E n g l i s h ‖  (T WT  3 ) .   

A r u nd ha t i  R o y,  o n  th e  o th e r  h and ,  d ep i c t s  t h e  l an gu age  p o l i t i c s  

t h ro u gh  t h e  l an gu age  o f  s m a l l  tw in s  i n  h e r  n ov e l ,  Th e  G o d  o f  S mal l  

T h in gs .  Th e  d i l emm a  o f  E n gl i s h  an d  M a l aya l am  w r i t e r ,  i r r es p ec t i ve  

o f  t h e i r  l an gu ages ,  i s  d ep i c t e d  th ro u gh  t he  co nv e rs a t io n  o f  R ah e l  an d  

V e lu th a :   

‗ S ee ,  yo u ‘ r e  smi l ing ! ‘  R ah e l  s a i d .  ‗T ha t  m ean s  i t  w as  yo u .   

Sm i l i n g  m ean s ,  ― I t  w as  yo u . ‖  ‘   
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‗ T h a t ‘ s  o n l y  i n  E n g l i sh ! ‘  V e lu th a  s a id .  ‗ In  M a l a ya l am  m y 

t each e r  a l w a ys  s a id ,  ―Sm i l i n g  m eans  i t  w asn ‘ t  m e . ‖  ‘  ( T GST  

1 7 7- 78 ) .  

T h e  o n go in g  d i s cus s i on  i s  f o r  t he  ex p r es s io n  o f  po w er  po l i t i c s  i n  

p r op e r  l an gu age  to  h i gh l i gh t  t h e  s i t u a t io n  in  T h e  Go d  o f  S ma l l  

T h in gs ,  Th e  Wh i t e  T i ge r ,  an d  La s t  M a n  in  To w er .  I t  i s  p e r t i nen t  t o  

q u o t e  Ro be r t  P h i l l i p so n  ( 19 92 ) :  ―As  in  In d i a ,  i t  i s  o n l y b i l i n gu a l i sm 

o r  m ul t i l i n gu a l i sm o f  t h e  e l i t e  k in d‖  ( 7 9) .  S o ,  t h i s  ex p r es s io n  o f  

p o w er  p o l i t i c s  b eco m es  a  com pl ex  ph eno m en on .  T h i s  co mp lex i t y i s  

ev id en t  i n  t h e  s e l ec t ed  n ov e l s  o f  R oy an d  A d i ga .  Ro b er t  Ph i l l i p son  

( 2 00 9 )  s u gges t s  s t ru c t u ra l  and  ideo lo g i ca l  d i mens io ns  f o r  tw o  

l an gu age  p ar a d i gms ;  o n e  i s  m on o l i n gu a l i s m  an d  ‗ l i n gu i s t i c  gen o c i d e ‘ ,  

w h i l e  o t h e r  b eh av es  in  t h e  mu l t i l i n gu i a l i sm  and  l i n gu i s t i c  d iv e r s i t y .  

R o y i n  Th e  G o d  o f  S m al l  T h i ng s ,  u s es  M al a ya l am  a t  man y p l ace s ;  s o  

d o es  Ad i ga  b y u s ing  H i nd us t an i  ( 21 ) .   

T h e r e  s eem s  t o  b e  t h e  r ecu r ren t  p a t t e r n s  o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s  an d  

t h e i r  emb edd ed  ex pr e s s io n  i n  s u i t ab l e  l an gu age .  Ro y i s  a  b e t t e r  a r t i s t  

f o r  b e t t e r  a s s i mi l a t i on  o f  t h em e  i n t o  l an gu age .  Ad i ga ,  t ho u gh  a  

p r omi n en t  no v e l i s t ,  i s  n o  m at ch  w h en  com par ed  to  A ru n dh a t i  Ro y.  

R o y i s  a  so c i a l  t h in k e r  o f  equ a l  d i s t i n c t io n ,  bu t  h e r  s oc i a l  a c t i v i sm 

co m es  mo r e  p ro min en t l y i n  h e r  l a t e r  w r i t i n gs .  In  T h e  G o d  o f  S ma l l  

T h in gs  t h i s  a s pec t  o f  s o c i a l  a c t iv i sm  i s  t o t a l l y  ab s o r b ed  in  h e r  a r t  an d  

i s  n eve r  ov e r t .  A d iga ,  o n  th e  o t he r  h an d ,  i s  un ab l e  t o  r ep ea t  t h e  f ea t  

o f  A ru nd h a t i  R o y b ecau se  h e  d o es  no t  m ol d  h i s  l an gu age  t o  t he  ex t en t  

a s  d on e  b y R o y i n  h e r  f i r s t  n ov e l .   

T h e r e  a r e  f ou r  m o re  ch ap t e r s  i n  t h e  t he s i s .  A f t e r  t h i s  

i n t ro du c to r y ch ap te r ,  t h e  n ex t  chap t e r  ex am in es  t h e  p a r ad i gm o f  

p o w er  p o l i t i c s  and  l an gu age  in  Th e  G o d  o f  S m al l  Th i ng s .  In  t h i s  

n o ve l ,  po w er  p o l i t i c s  i s  p l ayed  b o th  w i th in  th e  S yr i an  Ch r i s t i an  

f ami l y an d  o u t s ide  i t  i n  t h e  K e r a l a  s o c i o - po l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i on .  T h i s  
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n o ve l  h as  i n t ens i ty  o f  a  t r aged y b ecau s e  o f  t he  p o i gn an t  d ea t h  o f  

V e lu th a  and  th e  l on e l y  d ea t h  o f  A mmu .  Th e  l an gu age  i n  t h e  no v e l  i s  

h i gh l y ex p e r i men t a l  t o  m at ch  th e  p ow er  po l i t i c s  o f  t he  t h em e.  T h e  

t h i rd  chap t e r  ex t end s  th e  l i n k  b e t w een  p o wer  p o l i t i c s  and  l an gu age  in  

A d i ga ‘s  T h e  Wh i t e  T i g er ,  w i t h  t he  d i f fe r ence  th a t  Ba l r am ,  t he  

p r o t ago n i s t  o f  t h e  n o ve l ,  i s  no t  a s  pow er l es s  as  Amm u  an d  V el u t h a .  

Ba l r am  do es  no t  l eav e  h im se l f  t o  f a t e  b u t  f i gh t s  b ack ,  ev en  i f  h e  h as  

t o  k i l l  h i s  m as t e r  A s ho k .  T h e  fo u r t h  ch ap t e r  p r e s en t s  t h e  lo n e l y 

r e l en t l es s  s t ru gg l e  o f  M as t e r j i  w i t h  t he  f o rmi d ab l e  Dh a rm en  S h ah ,  t h e  

m i gh t y b u i ld e r  o f  M um b ai .  M as t e r j i ,  i n  m an y w a ys ,  i s  a  s tu d y i n  

co n t r as t  i f  on e  t ak e s  t h e  cha r ac t e r  o f  Ba l r am .  Whi l e  Ba l r am  i s  

p r agm at i c ,  M as t e r j i  i s  a  t h o r ou gh  i d ea l i s t ,  w ho  l i v es  on  t he  b as i s  o f  

h i s  b e l i e f s .  Un l ik e  Ba l r am,  h e  i s  a  t r ag i c  f i gu r e ,  wh o  l i v e s  wi th  h i s  

i d ea l s  and  d i e s  fo r  h i s  i d ea l s .  Th i s  n ov e l  i s  t h e  d ep i c t i on  o f  a  

co lo s s a l  f i gh t  b e tween  a  comm on  m an  l i k e  M as t e r j i  an d  t h e  co r po r a t e  

g i an t  S h ah .  Th e  l a s t  chap t e r  con c lud es  th e  s t ud y t h a t  h ow  p o wer  

p o l i t i c s  go v e rns  so c io -p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i n  In d i a  and  how  a  su i t ab l e  

l an gu age  i s  n eed ed  a f t e r  t h e  mo d i f i c a t i on  o f  t h e  co nven t io n a l  on e .  

T h e  an a l ys i s  i s  l a rge l y t ex tu a l ,  s up por t ed  b y f ew  t h i nk e rs  and  c r i t i c s  

a l r e ad y m en t io ned  i n  t h i s  ch ap t e r .  On l y t h r ee  no v e l s  a re  s e l ec t ed  fo r  

s tu d y t o  k eep  t h e  fo cus  o f  t h i s  s t ud y i n t ac t ;  add i t i on  o f  o th e r  no ve l s  

m i gh t  h av e  d i f f us ed  t h a t  f o cu s .   
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Chapter  2  

Paradigm o f  Power  Po l i t i c s  and  i t s  Match ing  Language  in   

Arundhat i  Roy’s  The  God  o f  Sm al l  Th ings  

 

― T h e r e ‘ s  r e a l l y  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  t h e  ‗ v o i c e l e s s ‘ .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h e  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  s i l e n c e d ,  o r  t h e  p r e f e r a b l y  u n h e a r d . ‖  —  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  

W h e n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 9 7  a s  t h e  f i r s t  

n o v e l  o f  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ,  i t  c r e a t e d  a  s e n s a t i o n  o f  h i g h  o r d e r .  T h e  

d e b u t  w o r k  w a s  a w a r d e d  M a n  B o o k e r  P r i z e  i n  t h e  s a m e  ye a r .  A f t e r  

t h e  n o v e l  b e c a m e  p u b l i c  b y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  r e a d i n g  t h e  s a m e ,  

b o t h  t h e  m a t t e r  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  w e r e  a p p r e c i a t e d  

b y  c r i t i c  a f t e r  c r i t i c .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  a  c l a s s i c ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  n o v e l  

w r i t t e n  i n  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  ― I  w i l l  w r i t e  a  b o o k  b e c a u s e  I  

h a v e  a  b o o k  t o  w r i t e ,  n o t  o t h e r w i s e ‖ ,  b o l d l y  a s s e r t s  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  

( 1 9 9 7 ) .  S h e  h a s  s h o w n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  e v e n  a  v o l a t i l e  p e r s o n a l  

m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  h e r  m o t h e r ‘ s  d e s e r t i o n  a n d  A m m u ‘ s  s u b s e q u e n t  

f o r b i d d e n  l o v e  w i t h  yo u n g  V e l u t h a  r e s u l t i n g  i n t o  b r u t a l  k i l l i n g  o f  

t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  l o n e l y  d e a t h  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  c a n  b e  w r i t t e n  i n  h i g h l y  

c o n t r o l l e d  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  n o v e l  h a s  l a ye r s  o f  m e a n i n g  e m b e d d e d  i n  

i t s  s t r u c t u r e .  B u t  e a c h  m e a n i n g  s o m e h o w  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  p o w e r  

s t r u g g l e  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  A m m u  o r  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  s o c i e t y  a n d  

p o l i t i c s  o f  K e r a l a .     

A l t h o u g h  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  m a i n l y  

p r o m i n e n t ,  i t  c o m e s  i n t o  o p e n  f i r s t  w h e n  A m m u ,  d e s e r t i n g  h e r  

d r u n k a r d  h u s b a n d ,  c o m e s  t o  h e r  p a r e n t ‘ s  h o u s e  w i t h  h e r  t w o  

c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  a l r e a d y  o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

P a p p a c h i - M a m m a c h i  –  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  A m m u .  S h r i  B e n a a n  J o h n  I p e  

o r  P a p p a c h i ,  a  s c i e n t i s t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  D e l h i ,  h a d  
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d i s c o v e r e d  a n  i n s e c t ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c r e d i t  i s  s n a t c h e d  a w a y  f r o m  h i m  

b y  h i s  b o s s .  T h i s  i s  a  c o m m o n  g a m e  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  I n d i a n  

o f f i c e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t e s .  A s  a  f a l l - o u t  o f  t h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  h e  t r a n s f e r s  

h i s  a n g e r  o n  M a m m a c h i ,  h i s  h a p l e s s  w i f e ,  w h o  i s  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

v i o l i n i s t .  I n  V i e n n a ,  M a m m a c h i  r e c e i v e s  h e r  f i r s t  l e s s o n s  o n  t h e  

v i o l i n .  T h e  l e s s o n s  h a d  t o  b e  s t o p p e d ,  ― w h e n  M a m m a c h i ‘ s  t e a c h e r  

L a u n s k y - T i e f f e n t h a l  m a d e  t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  t e l l i n g  P a p p a c h i  t h a t  h i s  

w i f e  w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  t a l e n t e d ‖  ( 5 0 ) .  

P a p p a c h i  h a s  ― a n  e l o n g a t e d  d i m p l e  o n  h i s  c h i n  w h i c h  o n l y  s e r v e d  t o  

u n d e r l i n e  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a  l u r k i n g  m a n i c  v i o l e n c e .  A  s o r t  o f  

c o n t a i n e d  c r u e l t y ‖  ( 5 1 ) .  H e  t o r t u r e s  h e r  a f t e r  o f f i c e  h o u r s  i n  

s e v e r a l  w a ys  t o  c a l m  d o w n  h i s  i n j u r e d  m a l e  e g o .  I t  i s  t h e  w a y t o  

t r a n s f e r  h i s  a n g e r  g a t h e r e d  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  o n  t o  h i s  w i f e  a t  h o m e ;  t h a t  

t o o  o n  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  M a m m a c h i ,  a  d o c i l e  w i f e  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  

b e a r s  i t  a l l  t i l l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  w h e n  t h e  f a m i l y  c o m e s  t o  t h e i r  

n a t i v e  p l a c e  o f  A y e m e n e m  s i t u a t e d  i n  K o t t a ya m  d i s t r i c t  o f  K e r a l a .   

P a p p a c h i ,  f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  w a s  h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  

i g n o m i n y  o f  r e t i r e m e n t .  H e  w a s  s e v e n t e e n  ye a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  

M a m m a c h i ,  a n d  r e a l i z e d  w i t h  a  s h o c k  t h a t  h e  w a s  a n  o l d  m a n  

w h e n  h i s  w i f e  w a s  s t i l l  i n  h e r  p r i m e  ( 4 7 ) .     

O n c e  P a p p a c h i  s m a s h e d  t h e  b o w  o f  M a m m a c h i ‘ s  ― g l e a m i n g ‖  

v i o l i n  ( 1 6 6 )  i n t o  p i e c e s  a n d  t h r o w s  ― i t  i n  t h e  r i v e r ‖  ( 4 8 ) .  V i o l i n  

w a s  M a m m a c h i ‘ s  l i f e l i n e ,  t h e  o n l y  m e a n s  o f  g e t t i n g  s o m e  r e s p i t e  

f r o m  h e r  h e l l  o f  a  c o n j u g a l  l i f e .  H e r  d a i l y  b e a t i n g  b y  h e r  h u s b a n d  

― w i t h  a  b r a s s  f l o w e r  v a s e ‖  ( i b i d )  w a s  n o t  o n l y  b r u t a l  a n d  

h u m i l i a t i n g  b u t  a l s o  m u c h  u n c i v i l i z e d  i f  o n e  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  h i s  

e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a n d  h i g h  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  I m p e r i a l  B r i t i s h  

I n d i a .  H e  w a n t s  t o  l o r d  o v e r  h e r  a s  a  s u r e  s i g n  o f  m a l e  p o w e r .  I f  

P a p p a c h i ‘ s  a n g e r  w a s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h u m i l i a t i n g  M a m m a c h i ,  i t  

u s e d  t o  s p i l l  o v e r  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a n d  o b j e c t s .  
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O n  o n e  s u c h  n i g h t ,  A m m u ,  a g e d  n i n e ,  h i d i n g  w i t h  h e r  m o t h e r  

i n  t h e  h e d g e ,  w a t c h e d  P a p p a c h i ‘ s  n a t t y  s i l h o u e t t e  i n  t h e  l i t  

w i n d o w s  a s  h e  f l i t t e d  f r o m  r o o m  t o  r o o m .  N o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  

h a v i n g  b e a t e n  h i s  w i f e  a n d  d a u g h t e r  ( C h a c k o  w a s  a w a y  a t  

s c h o o l ) ,  h e  t o r e  d o w n  c u r t a i n s ,  k i c k e d  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  s m a s h e d  

a  t a b l e  l a m p .  A n  h o u r  a f t e r  t h e  l i g h t s  w e n t  o u t ,  d i s d a i n i n g  

M a m m a c h i ‘ s  f r i g h t e n e d  p l e a d i n g ,  l i t t l e  A m m u  c r e p t  b a c k  i n t o  

t h e  h o u s e  t h r o u g h  a  v e n t i l a t o r  t o  r e s c u e  h e r  n e w  g u m b o o t s  

t h a t  s h e  l o v e d  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  S h e  p u t  t h e m  i n  a  

p a p e r  b a g  a n d  c r e p t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  d r a w i n g  r o o m  w h e n  t h e  

l i g h t s  w e r e  s u d d e n l y  s w i t c h e d  o n  ( 1 8 1 ) .  

S u c h  c r e a t i o n  o f  p a n i c  a n d  f e a r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  b y  P a p p a c h i ,  t h a t  a l s o  

a l m o s t  o n  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  o f f s h o o t  o f  p o w e r  g a m e  

t h a t  h e  h a d  l o s t  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e - u p  t h a t  l o s s  b y  

a r r o g a n t  d i s p l a y  o f  m a l e  p o w e r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  P r e c i s e l y ,  i n  t h e  

w o r d s  o f  R . P .  S i n g h  ( 2 0 1 8 ) :  ― I t  i s  a  c o n s c i o u s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  r e s i s t i n g  

t h e  f a l s e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  m a l e  d o m i n a t e d  s o c i e t y .  I t  q u e s t i o n s  v a r i o u s  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  o f  c u l t u r e s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t s  a n  

a u t h e n t i c  s t a n d  p o i n t  t o w a r d s  c a s t i n g  a  r e - l o o k  o n  t h e  s o c i o -

c u l t u r a l  t r a j e c t o r i e s  o f  l i f e ‖  ( 2 1 0 ) .    

B u t  M a m m a c h i  h a s  h e r  r e v e n g e  w h e n  t h e  f a m i l y  s e t t l e s  d o w n  

i n  K e r a l a  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  t o  c a r r y  o n  w i t h  s e e m i n g l y  h i g h  

s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  S h e  s t a r t s  h e r  f a c t o r y ,  ‗ P a r a d i s e  P i c k l e s  &  

P r e s e r v e s ‘  b y  u s i n g  h e r  c u l i n a r y ,  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  s k i l l s ,  

t o  t h e  g r e a t  r e s e n t m e n t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d :   

P a p p a c h i  w o u l d  n o t  h e l p  h e r  w i t h  t h e  p i c k l e - m a k i n g  b e c a u s e  

h e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  p i c k l e - m a k i n g  a  s u i t a b l e  j o b  f o r  a  h i g h -

r a n k i n g  e x - G o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l .  H e  h a d  a l w a ys  b e e n  a  j e a l o u s  

m a n ,  s o  h e  g r e a t l y  r e s e n t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  h i s  w i f e  w a s  

s u d d e n l y  g e t t i n g .  H e  s l o u c h e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o m p o u n d  i n  h i s  
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i m m a c u l a t e l y  t a i l o r e d  s u i t s ,  w e a v i n g  s u l l e n  c i r c l e s  a r o u n d  

m o u n d s  o f  r e d  c h i l i e s  a n d  f r e s h l y  p o w d e r e d  ye l l o w  t u r m e r i c ,  

w a t c h i n g  M a m m a c h i  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  b u y i n g ,  t h e  w e i g h i n g ,  t h e  

s a l t i n g  a n d  d r y i n g ,  o f  l i m e s  a n d  t e n d e r  m a n g o e s .  E v e r y  n i g h t  

h e  b e a t  h e r  w i t h  a  b r a s s  f l o w e r  v a s e .  T h e  b e a t i n g s  w e r e n ‘ t  

n e w .  W h a t  w a s  n e w  w a s  o n l y  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  

t o o k  p l a c e  ( 4 7 ) .  

P a p p a c h i  t h u s  l o o k s  e d u c a t e d  o n  p a p e r ;  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  l i b e r a l  

h e  w a s  a  m a l e  c h a u v i n i s t i c  p i g ,  a l l  t h e  t i m e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h i s  s t a t u s  

a s  a  m a l e  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p l a ye r  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  H e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  a l w a ys  a s s e r t e d  h i s  r i g h t  t h o r o u g h l y  t i l l  C h a c k o  c a m e  i n  

t h e  p i c t u r e .   

M a m m a c h i  e v e n  g i v e s  e n g a g e m e n t  t o  h e r  ‗ g o o d  f o r  n o t h i n g ‘  

s o n  C h a c k o ,  w h o  i s  E n g l a n d  r e t u r n e d  b u t  a  p a m p e r e d  c h i l d .  T h e  

o r d e a l  o f  M a m m a c h i  d o e s  n o t  e n d  w i t h  e a r n i n g .  P a p p a c h i  h a s  

i n j u r e d  e g o  t h a t  w h y h i s  w i f e  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  m u c h  m o r e  

r e s p e c t  t h a n  h e  g e t s  n o w .   

   I n  s h o r t ,  S o s h a m m a  o r  M a m m a c h i  n o w  w e a r s  t h e  p a n t s  t h a t  

P a p p a c h i  c a n  n e v e r  t o l e r a t e .  P a p p a c h i ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t r i e s  s e v e r a l  

m e a n s  t o  h u m i l i a t e  h e r .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h o u g h  M a m m a c h i  i s  s o  

m u c h  h a r a s s e d  b y  a  m a l e ,  s h e  i s  b l i n d  i n  l o v e  f o r  h e r  s o n  a n d  

s u p p l i e d  h i m  g i r l s  f r o m  h e r  f a c t o r y .  C h a c k o  i s  l i v i n g  s e p a r a t e l y  

f r o m  h i s  B r i t i s h  w i f e .  F o r  M a m m a c h i ,  i t  i s  ― M a n ‘ s  N e e d s ‖  ( 1 6 8 )  t o  

h a v e  s e x u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n :  

M a m m a c h i  h a d  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  b u i l t  f o r  C h a c k o ‘ s  r o o m ,  

w h i c h  w a s  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t s  

o f  h i s  ― N e e d s ‖  w o u l d n ‘ t  h a v e  t o  g o  t r a i p s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  

h o u s e .  S h e  s e c r e t l y  s l i p p e d  t h e m  m o n e y  t o  k e e p  t h e m  h a p p y .  

T h e y  t o o k  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n e e d e d  i t .  T h e y  h a d  yo u n g  c h i l d r e n  
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a n d  o l d  p a r e n t s .  O r  h u s b a n d s  w h o  s p e n t  a l l  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  i n  

t o d d y b a r s .  T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  s u i t e d  M a m m a c h i ,  b e c a u s e  i n  h e r  

m i n d ,  a  f e e  c l a r i f i e d  t h i n g s .  D i s j u n c t e d  s e x  f r o m  l o v e .  N e e d s  

f r o m  F e e l i n g s  ( 1 6 9 ) .  

M a m m a c h i  w a s  p a r t i a l  t o  h e r  s o n  w h i l e  s h e  w a s  v e r y  r i g i d  w i t h  h e r  

d a u g h t e r ,  w h e n  s h e  f e l l  f o r  V e l u t h a .  T h i s  i s  a l l  f o r  p o w e r  g a m e  t h a t  

s h e  u n w i t t i n g l y  i s  p l a y i n g — f o r  h e r  p o w e r  s h e  n e e d s  a  m a l e ,  

C h a c k o ,  w h i l e  a  f e m a l e ,  A m m u ,  i s  a f t e r  a l l  a  m a r r i e d  w o m a n ;  a n d  

h e n c e ,  a n  o u t s i d e r .  T h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  s e x u a l  a n d  b e h a v i o u r a l  

p a t t e r n  h a s  b e e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  f u r t h e r  b y  P u m l a  D i n e o  G q o l a  ( 2 0 0 4 ;  

q u o t e d  b y  A l e x  T i c k e l l  ( 2 0 0 7 ) ) :  

I n  G q o l a ‘ s  v i e w ,  c a s t e  r e g u l a t i o n  o p e r a t e s  h a n d  i n  h a n d  w i t h  

o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  s u c h  a s  p a t r i a r c h y  i n  T G S T ,  

a l l o w i n g  C h a c k o  t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  ‗ M e n ‘ s  N e e d s ‘  w i t h  l o w e r -

c a s t e  w o m e n ,  b u t  p u n i s h i n g  A m m u  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  c r o s s - c a s t e  

a f f a i r .  G q o l a  a r g u e s  t h a t  R o y  t h u s  r e v e a l s  h o w  c a s t e  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  

p o l i c i n g  o f  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y ,  a n d  a l s o  h o w  c a s t e ,  c l a s s  a n d  

p a t r i a r c h y  c o m b i n e  i n  t h e  f a t a l  ‗ o f f i c i a l ‘  r e s p o n s e  t o  A m m u  

a n d  V e l u t h a ‘ s  l i a i s o n  ( 8 7 ) .  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a ,  s o  p r u d e  i n  h e r  s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y ,  s u p p o r t e d  

M a m m a c h i ‘ s  s u p p l y  o f  g i r l s  t o  C h a c k o ,  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  a l s o  b i t t e r l y  

a g a i n s t  A m m u ‘ s  l o v e  f o r  V e l u t h a .  T h e  e n t i r e  n o v e l ,  i n  f a c t ,  h a s  a  

s u b - t h e m e  o f  h yp o c r i s y  a s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  h i g h  c l a s s  

s o c i e t y  o f  K e r a l a .  T o  q u o t e  f r o m  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  n o v e l :   

S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  a n d  

t h e  e n i g m a t i c ,  s e c r e t l y  t h r i l l i n g  n o t i o n  o f  M e n ‘ s  N e e d s  g a i n e d  

i m p l i c i t  s a n c t i o n  i n  t h e  A ye m e n e m  H o u s e .  N e i t h e r  M a m m a c h i  

n o r  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  s a w  a n y  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  C h a c k o ‘ s  
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M a r x i s t  m i n d  a n d  f e u d a l  l i b i d o .  T h e y  o n l y  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  

N a x a l i t e s ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  f o r c e  m e n  f r o m  G o o d  

F a m i l i e s  t o  m a r r y  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  w h o m  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  p r e g n a n t .  

O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e v e n  r e m o t e l y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  m i s s i l e ,  

w h e n  i t  w a s  f i r e d ,  t h e  o n e  t h a t  w o u l d  a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  f a m i l y ‘ s  

G o o d  N a m e  f o r e v e r ,  w o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  a  c o m p l e t e l y  

u n e x p e c t e d  q u a r t e r  ( 1 6 8 ) .   

M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a ,  t h e  e s t r a n g e d  w i f e  o f  C h a c k o ,  h o w e v e r ,  

w a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  k e t t l e  o f  f i s h  a l t o g e t h e r .  W h e n  s h e  c a m e  o n  a  s h o r t  

v i s i t  t o  I n d i a ,  s h e  h a d  n o  m e a n s  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h o u g h  s h e  

d i d  o n c e  t r y  t o  g e t  K o c h u  M a r i a  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  b e d  s h e e t s  f o r  

s t a i n s .  M a m m a c h i  c o u l d  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a  w a s  

n o t  i n t e n d i n g  t o  r e s u m e  h e r  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  C h a c k o .  W h i l e  

M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a  w a s  i n  A ye m e n e m ,  M a m m a c h i  m a n a g e d  h e r  

u n m a n a g e a b l e  f e e l i n g s  b y  s l i p p i n g  m o n e y  i n t o  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  t h e  

d r e s s e s  t h a t  M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a  l e f t  i n  t h e  l a u n d r y  b i n .  M a r g a r e t  

K o c h a m m a  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d  t h e  m o n e y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  n e v e r  

f o u n d  i t .  H e r  p o c k e t s  w e r e  e m p t i e d  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  r o u t i n e  b y  

A n i ya n ,  t h e  w a s h e r  m a n .  M a m m a c h i  k n e w  t h i s ,  b u t  p r e f e r r e d  t o  

c o n s t r u e  M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a ‘ s  s i l e n c e  a s  a  t a c i t  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

p a ym e n t  f o r  t h e  f a v o u r s  M a m m a c h i  i m a g i n e d  s h e  b e s t o w e d  o n  h e r  

s o n .   

S o  M a m m a c h i  h a d  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  r e g a r d i n g  M a r g a r e t  

K o c h a m m a  a s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  w h o r e ,  A n i ya n  t h e  d h o b i  w a s  h a p p y  

w i t h  h i s  d a i l y  g r a t u i t y ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a  

r e m a i n e d  b l i s s f u l l y  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  a r r a n g e m e n t  ( 1 6 9 ) .  

 T h u s ,  t h o u g h  n o t  o v e r t ,  t h e r e  i s  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  p l a ye d  

b e t w e e n  M a m m a c h i  a n d  M a r g a r e t  K o c h a m m a .  M a m m a c h i  r e g a r d s  

h e r  a s  a  l o w  B r i t i s h  w o m a n  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  b e c o m i n g  h e r  d a u g h t e r -

i n - l a w .  M a m m a c h i  h a s  s o f t  f e e l i n g  f o r  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,  S o p h i e  
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M o l ,  b u t  s h e  n e v e r  e x h i b i t s  a n y  s o f t  c o r n e r  f o r  M a r g r e t .  T h i s  a l s o  

i n d i c a t e s  M a m m a c h i ‘ s  i n c i p i e n t  f e a r  t h a t  M a r g a r e t  m a y  n o t  w i n  h e r  

s o n  b a c k  t o  E n g l a n d .  I t  i s  t o  b e  n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t  C h a c k o  h a s  s a v e d  

h e r  o n c e  f r o m  t h e  b e a t i n g  o f  P a p p a c h i ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  h i m  n o t  t o  e v e r  

r e p e a t  t h a t  b r u t a l i t y  i n  f u t u r e .  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  d e p i c t s :   

…  C h a c k o  c a m e  h o m e  f o r  a  s u m m e r  v a c a t i o n  f r o m  O x f o r d .  H e  

h a d  g r o w n  t o  b e  a  b i g  m a n ,  a n d  w a s ,  i n  t h o s e  d a ys ,  s t r o n g  

f r o m  r o w i n g  f o r  B a l l i o l .  A  w e e k  a f t e r  h e  a r r i v e d  h e  f o u n d  

P a p p a c h i  b e a t i n g  M a m m a c h i  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  C h a c k o  s t r o d e  i n t o  

t h e  r o o m ,  c a u g h t  P a p p a c h i ‘ s  v a s e - h a n d  a n d  t w i s t e d  i t  a r o u n d  

h i s  b a c k .   

― I  n e v e r  w a n t  t h i s  t o  h a p p e n  a g a i n , ‖  h e  t o l d  h i s  f a t h e r .  

― E v e r . ‖   

F o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h a t  d a y  P a p p a c h i  s a t  i n  t h e  v e r a n d a h  a n d  

s t a r e d  s t o n i l y  o u t  a t  t h e  o r n a m e n t a l  g a r d e n ,  i g n o r i n g  t h e  

p l a t e s  o f  f o o d  t h a t  K o c h u  M a r i a  b r o u g h t  h i m .  L a t e  a t  n i g h t  h e  

w e n t  i n t o  h i s  s t u d y  a n d  b r o u g h t  o u t  h i s  f a v o r i t e  m a h o g a n y  

r o c k i n g  c h a i r .  H e  p u t  i t  d o w n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  d r i v e w a y  

a n d  s m a s h e d  i t  i n t o  l i t t l e  b i t s  w i t h  a  p l u m b e r ‘ s  m o n k e y  

w r e n c h .  H e  l e f t  i t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  m o o n l i g h t ,  a  h e a p  o f  v a r n i s h e d  

w i c k e r  a n d  s p l i n t e r e d  w o o d .  H e  n e v e r  t o u c h e d  M a m m a c h i  

a g a i n .  B u t  h e  n e v e r  s p o k e  t o  h e r  e i t h e r  a s  l o n g  a s  h e  l i v e d .  

( 4 8 )  ( I t a l i c s  a d d e d )  

M a m m a c h i ‘ s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  P a p p a c h i ‘ s  m a l e  e g o  t a k i n g  r e v e n g e  i s  e x p l a i n e d  

b y  J u l i e  M u l l a n e y  ( 2 0 0 2 )  a s :     

…  a  s e t  o f  c o n c e r n s  m o r e  f u l l y  d e l i n e a t e d  i n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  

T h i n g s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  w a ys  i n  w h i c h  In d i a n  

w o m e n  a r e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  n e x u s  
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o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r s e c t i n g  d i s c o u r s e s  o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

g e n d e r ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  c a s t e ,  a n d  c l a s s  ( 8 ) .  

C h a c k o  t r a n s f e r s  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p i c k l e  f a c t o r y  t o  h i s  

o w n  n a m e ,  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  i s  i n f o r m e d  ― t h a t  s h e  w a s  t h e  s l e e p i n g  

p a r t n e r . ‖  ( T G S T  5 7 ) .  S o ,  w h e n  t h e  m a l e  m e m b e r  d e f e n d s  a  f e m a l e ,  

h e  e x t r a c t s  h i s  o w n  p r i c e .  T h u s ,  t h e  f a m i l y  p o i n t s  t o  ― t h e  h yp o c r i s y  

o f  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  p i o u s  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  

p r e a c h i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ‖  ( J h a  1 1 4 ) .  A m m u  i n  

t h i s  S yr i a n  C h r i s t i a n  f a m i l y ,  i s  a  d e s e r t e d  w i f e  a n d  h a s  t o  l i v e  w i t h  

h e r  p a r e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  n o  c h o i c e  a t  h a n d .  S h e  a n d  h e r  t w o  

k i d s  a r e  a l w a ys  t r e a t e d  a s  a  b u r d e n  o n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a n d  a r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  b a r b  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  n o  l o c u s  s t a n d i .  

J i l t e d  i n  l o v e ,  B a b y  K o c h a m m a ,  t h e  s p i n s t e r  a u n t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  

l e a v e s  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a s s  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e m  a n d  t o r t u r e  t h e m  

e m o t i o n a l l y .  S h e  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n t r u d e r s ,  w h o  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  

p o w e r  c e n t r e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  b y  r e l e g a t i n g  K o c h a m m a  t o  

t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  

O n  t h e  s e c o n d  b u t  m o r e  r e l e v a n t  l e v e l ,  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i s  p l a ye d  t o  

t h e  h i l t  b y  B a b y  K o c h a m m a ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a n  o l d  s p i n s t e r  i n  t h e  

h o u s e .   

S h e  w a s  R a h e l ‘ s  b a b y  g r a n d a u n t ,  h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r ‘ s  y o u n g e r  

s i s t e r .  H e r  n a m e  w a s  r e a l l y  N a v o m i ,  N a v o m i  I p e ,  b u t  

e v e r yb o d y  c a l l e d  h e r  B a b y .  S h e  b e c a m e  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  w h e n  

s h e  w a s  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a n  a u n t  ( 2 ) .  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a  h a d  e n j o ye d  a  l o t  o f  p o w e r  b e f o r e  A m m u  j o i n e d  

t h e  f a m i l y .  S h e  f e l t  t h a t  ― A m m u  a n d  h e r  t w o - e g g  t w i n s ‖  ( 3 2 2 ) ,  h a v e  

u s u r p e d  h e r  p o w e r  a n d  s p a c e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  S o ,  s h e  h u n t s  o u t  

s e v e r a l  m e a n s  t o  h u m i l i a t e  n o t  o n l y  A m m u  b u t  a l s o  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  

S h e  i s  t h e  o n e  w h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t r a g i c  e n d  o f  V e l u t h a ,  t h e  
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l o v e r  o f  A m m u ,  b y  i n s t i g a t i n g  I n s p e c t o r  T h o m a s  M a t h e w .  B e c a u s e  

o f  h e r  i n s t i g a t i o n  T h o m a s  M a t h e w  d o e s  n o t  o n l y  b i t t e r l y  h u m i l i a t e  

A m m u  b y  p o k i n g  o n  h e r  b r e a s t s  w i t h  h i s  b a t o n ,  c a l l i n g  h e r  

p r o s t i t u t e ,  b u t  b e a t i n g  V e l u t h a  b r u t a l l y ,  b r e a k i n g  m o s t  o f  h i s  l i m b s  

a n d  t u r n i n g  h i m  i n t o  p u l p .   

 T h e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  o f  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  i n c r e a s e d  m a n y  

f o l d s  a f t e r  s h e  w a s  j i l t e d  i n  h e r  f i r s t  l o v e  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h  P r i e s t .  S h e  

n u r s e d  h e r  w o u n d  f o r  m a n y  ye a r s ,  t r a n s f e r r i n g  h e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  o n  

A m m u ,  E s t h a  a n d  R a h e l .  S h e  a l s o  r e s e n t e d  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  A m m u  

i n  l o v e  w i t h  V e l u t h a .  H e r  b i t t e r  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  A m m u  f a m i l y  i s  

c l e a r  b y  m a n y  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  n o v e l :  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a  d i s l i k e d  t h e  t w i n s ,  f o r  s h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m  

d o o m e d ,  f a t h e r l e s s  w a i f s .  W o r s e  s t i l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  H a l f - H i n d u  

H yb r i d s  w h o m  n o  s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g  S y r i a n  C h r i s t i a n  w o u l d  e v e r  

m a r r y .  S h e  w a s  k e e n  f o r  t h e m  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  ( l i k e  

h e r s e l f )  l i v e d  o n  s u f f e r a n c e  i n  t h e  A ye m e n e m  H o u s e ,  t h e i r  

m a t e r n a l  g r a n d m o t h e r ‘ s  h o u s e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  r e a l l y  h a d  n o  r i g h t  

t o  b e .  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  r e s e n t e d  A m m u ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  s a w  h e r  

q u a r r e l i n g  w i t h  a  f a t e  t h a t  s h e ,  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  h e r s e l f ,  f e l t  

s h e  h a d  g r a c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d .  T h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  w r e t c h e d  M a n -

l e s s  w o m a n .  T h e  s a d ,  F a t h e r  M u l l i g a n - l e s s  B a b y  K o c h a m m a .  

S h e  h a d  m a n a g e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  h e r s e l f  o v e r  t h e  ye a r s  t h a t  h e r  

u n c o n s u m m a t e d  l o v e  f o r  F a t h e r  M u l l i g a n  h a d  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  

d u e  t o  h e r  r e s t r a i n t  a n d  h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  d o  t h e  r i g h t  

t h i n g  ( 4 5 ) .  

I n  t h e  w h o l e  n o v e l ,  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  i s  m u c h  m o r e  v i l l a i n o u s  t h a n  

a n y  o t h e r  l a d y ,  e v e n  A m m u ‘ s  m o t h e r .  S h e  h a s  i n h e r e n t  a n g e r  

a g a i n s t  A m m u  a n d  h e r  t w i n s  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  t h i s  d e e p - r o o t e d  

f e e l i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  s h e  s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y  

v a l u e s  b y  n o t  o p e n l y  e x p r e s s i n g  h e r  l o v e  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t ,  A m m u  d i d  
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t h e  o p p o s i t e  b y  m a r r y i n g  a  B e n g a l i  a n d ,  l a t e r  o n ,  b y  c a r r y i n g  a  

t o r r i d  a f f a i r  w i t h  V e l u t h a .  I n  s h o r t ,  i t  w a s  A m m u ‘ s  t e m e r i t y  a g a i n s t  

h e r  t i m i d i t y  t h a t  s h e  h a t e d :    

S h e  s u b s c r i b e d  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  t o  t h e  c o m m o n l y  h e l d  v i e w  

t h a t  a  m a r r i e d  d a u g h t e r  h a d  n o  p o s i t i o n  i n  h e r  p a r e n t s ‘  h o m e .  

A s  f o r  a  d i v o r c e d  d a u g h t e r  –  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B a b y  K o c h a m m a ,  

s h e  h a d  n o  p o s i t i o n  a n yw h e r e  a t  a l l .  A n d  a s  f o r  a  d i v o r c e d  

d a u g h t e r  f r o m  a  l o v e  m a r r i a g e ,  w e l l ,  w o r d s  c o u l d  n o t  d e s c r i b e  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a ‘ s  o u t r a g e .  A s  f o r  a  d i v o r c e d  d a u g h t e r  f r o m  

a n  i n t e r c o m m u n i t y  l o v e  m a r r i a g e – B a b y  K o c h a m m a  c h o s e  t o  

r e m a i n  q u i v e r i n g l y  s i l e n t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

 T h e  t w i n s  w e r e  t o o  yo u n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  t h i s ,  s o  B a b y  

K o c h a m m a  g r u d g e d  t h e m  t h e i r  m o m e n t s  o f  h i g h  h a p p i n e s s  

w h e n  a  d r a g o n f l y  t h e y‘ d  c a u g h t  l i f t e d  a  s m a l l  s t o n e  o f f  t h e i r  

p a l m s  w i t h  i t s  l e g s ,  o r  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  b a t h e  t h e  

p i g s ,  o r  t h e y  f o u n d  a n  e g g  –  h o t  f r o m  a  h e n  ( 4 5 - 4 6 ) .  

H e r  g o l d e n  c h a n c e  o f  t a k i n g  r e v e n g e  c o m e s  w h e n  t h e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  

a n d  d r o w n i n g  o f  S o p h i e  M o l  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  K o t t a ya m  p o l i c e  

r e s u l t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r r e s t  a n d  k i l l i n g  o f  V e l u t h a .  W h i l e  A m m u  p l e a d s  

f o r  V e l u t h a ‘ s  i n n o c e n c e ,  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  c o n c o c t s  a  d i f f e r e n t  

s t o r y .  S h e  c o n v i n c e s  I n s p e c t o r  T h o m a s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  V e l u t h a  i n  

t h a t  e p i s o d e .  S h e  p l a ys  o n  t h e  f e a r  o f  T h o m a s ,  w h o  h a s  a  g r o w i n g  

d a u g h t e r .  I f  t h e  e l i c i t  l o v e  b e t w e e n  a  c a s t e  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  a  l o w -

b o r n  V e l u t h a  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  t h i s  v i r u s  o f  f o r b i d d e n  l o v e  

m a y  a f f e c t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  t o o .  S o ,  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  b r u s h e d  a s i d e  t h e  

f e a r  o f  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i  w h o  m a y  r a i s e  v o i c e  a g a i n s t  V e l u t h a ‘ s  

k i l l i n g  i n  a  f a l s e  c a s e .  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  e v e n  d r e a m s  o f  l o n g  ye a r s  

o f  p r i s o n  f o r  A m m u  w i t h  r e l a t e d  t o r t u r e :  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a  b u i l t  u p  h e r  c a s e .  S h e  d r e w  ( f r o m  h e r  

i m a g i n a t i o n )  v i v i d  p i c t u r e  o f  p r i s o n  l i f e .  T h e  c o c k r o a c h - c r i s p  
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f o o d .  T h e  c h h i - c h h i  p i l e d  i n  t h e  t o i l e t s  l i k e  s o f t  b r o w n  

m o u n t a i n s .  T h e  b e d b u g s .  T h e  b e a t i n g s .  S h e  d w e l l e d  o n  t h e  

l o n g  ye a r s  A m m u  w o u l d  b e  p u t  a w a y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e m .  H o w  

s h e  w o u l d  b e  a n  o l d ,  s i c k  w o m a n  w i t h  l i c e  i n  h e r  h a i r  w h e n  

s h e  c a m e  o u t — i f  s h e  d i d n ‘ t  d i e  i n  j a i l ,  t h a t  w a s  ( 3 1 7 ) .  

T h e  h a t r e d  o f  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  f o r  A m m u  f a m i l y  g o e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  

o f  c r e a t i n g  f e a r  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  t w i n s  t o  g i v e  a  f a l s e  w i t n e s s  

t h a t  V e l u t h a  h a d  a b d u c t e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  

c h i l d r e n ,  w i l l  s a v e  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  f a t a l  b e a t i n g  

o f  V e l u t h a :  

 ― S o ! ‖  s h e  s a i d ,  w i t h  a  b r i g h t ,  b r i t t l e  s m i l e ,  t h e  s t r a i n  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  t e l l  i n  h e r  v o i c e .  ― W h a t  s h a l l  I  t e l l  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  

U n c l e ?  W h a t  h a v e  w e  d e c i d e d ?  D ‘ y o u  w a n t  t o  s a v e  A m m u  o r  

s h a l l  w e  s e n d  h e r  t o  j a i l ? ‖   

A s  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  o f f e r i n g  t h e m  a  c h o i c e  o f  t w o  t r e a t s .  

F i s h i n g  o r  b a t h i n g  t h e  p i g s ?  B a t h i n g  t h e  p i g s  o r  f i s h i n g ?   

T h e  t w i n s  l o o k e d  u p  a t  h e r .  N o t  t o g e t h e r  ( b u t  a l m o s t )  t w o  

f r i g h t e n e d  v o i c e s  w h i s p e r e d ,  ― S a v e  A m m u . ‖   

I n  t h e  ye a r s  t o  c o m e  t h e y  w o u l d  r e p l a y  t h i s  s c e n e  i n  t h e i r  

h e a d s .  A s  c h i l d r e n .  A s  t e e n a g e r s .  A s  a d u l t s .  H a d  t h e y  b e e n  

d e c e i v e d  i n t o  d o i n g  w h a t  t h e y  d i d ?  H a d  t h e y  b e e n  t r i c k e d  i n t o  

c o n d e m n a t i o n ?  ( 3 1 8 )  

T h e  l o v e  b e t w e e n  A m m u  a n d  V e l u t h a  i s  a  b e f i t t i n g  r e p l y  t o  p o w e r  

g a m e  b e c a u s e  a  c a s t e  C h r i s t i a n  h a s  a c c e p t e d  a  P a r a v a n  f o r  h e r  

l o v e r .  T h u s ,  l o v e  b e t w e e n  t h e m  w o u l d  t r i u m p h  o v e r  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  

b e t w e e n  h a v e s  a n d  h a v e - n o t s .  B u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t o  b e ;  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  

n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  B a b y K o c h a m m a  a n d  In s p e c t o r  T h o m a s ,  w h o  w a n t  

t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  i n  t h e  o n g o i n g  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  T h e  v i v i d  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  V e l u t h a ‘ s  b e a t i n g  i s  s i m p l y  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  h o w  

d e t e r m i n e d  a r e  t h e  f o r c e s  p u t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  e n d i n g  o f  p o w e r  g a m e .  
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E v e n  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  V e l u t h a  b y  t h e  K o t t a ya m  p o l i c e  i s  f u l l  o f  h o r r o r  

d e t a i l s :   

T h e y  h e a r d  t h e  t h u d  o f  w o o d  o n  f l e s h .  B o o t  o n  b o n e .  O n  t e e t h .  

T h e  m u f f l e d  g r u n t  w h e n  a  s t o m a c h  i s  k i c k e d  i n .  T h e  m u t e d  

c r u n c h  o f  s k u l l  o n  c e m e n t .  T h e  g u r g l e  o f  b l o o d  o n  a  m a n ‘ s  

b r e a t h  w h e n  h i s  l u n g  i s  t o r n  b y  t h e  j a g g e d  e n d  o f  a  b r o k e n  r i b  

( 3 0 8 ) .  

T h e  t o r t u r e  o f  V e l u t h a ,  h i s  b r u t a l  b e a t i n g ,  i s  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  r e l a t e d  

t o  c o m m o n  c r i m i n a l .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  w a r  t h a t  i s  w a g e d  b y  a  m i g h t y  

p o w e r  t o  c r u s h  a  w e a k  s t a t e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  m a y  n e v e r  r a i s e  h e a d  

a g a i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t u r y  o l d  s ys t e m  o f  t h e  b r a v e  e n j o y i n g  

e v e r y t h i n g  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  w e a k .  H e r e  a r e  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t s  o f  

h e l l  m e t e d  o u t  t o  V e l u t h a  i n  t h e  p o l i c e  c u s t o d y :  

H i s  s k u l l  w a s  f r a c t u r e d  i n  t h r e e  p l a c e s .  H i s  n o s e  a n d  b o t h  h i s  

c h e e k b o n e s  w e r e  s m a s h e d ,  l e a v i n g  h i s  f a c e  p u l p y ,  u n d e f i n e d .  

T h e  b l o w  t o  h i s  m o u t h  h a d  s p l i t  o p e n  h i s  u p p e r  l i p  a n d  b r o k e n  

s i x  t e e t h ,  t h r e e  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  e m b e d d e d  i n  h i s  l o w e r  l i p ,  

h i d e o u s l y  i n v e r t i n g  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s m i l e .  F o u r  o f  h i s  r i b s  w e r e  

s p l i n t e r e d ,  o n e  h a d  p i e r c e d  h i s  l e f t  l u n g ,  w h i c h  w a s  w h a t  

m a d e  h i m  b l e e d  f r o m  h i s  m o u t h .  T h e  b l o o d  o n  h i s  b r e a t h  

b r i g h t  r e d .  F r e s h .  F r o t h y .  H i s  l o w e r  i n t e s t i n e  w a s  r u p t u r e d  

a n d  h e m o r r h a g e d ,  t h e  b l o o d  c o l l e c t e d  i n  h i s  a b d o m i n a l  c a v i t y .  

H i s  s p i n e  w a s  d a m a g e d  i n  t w o  p l a c e s ,  t h e  c o n c u s s i o n  h a d  

p a r a l yz e d  h i s  r i g h t  a r m  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

h i s  b l a d d e r  a n d  r e c t u m .  B o t h  h i s  k n e e c a p s  w e r e  s h a t t e r e d .  

( 3 1 0 )  

 N e x t  l e v e l  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i s  p l a ye d  b y  C o m r a d e  K . N . M .  

P i l l a i .  H e  s h o u l d  h a v e  o p p o s e d  M a m m a c h i  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y  a s  t h e y  

w e r e  c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  s i d e d  w i t h  V e l u t h a ,  a  p a r t y  w o r k e r .  B u t  
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C o m r a d e  P i l l a i  g e t s  o r d e r  f o r  h i s  p r i n t i n g ,  ― L u c k y  P r e s s ‖  ( 1 3 ) ,  

f r o m  t h e  P a r a d i s e  P i c k l e s  &  P r e s e r v e s  f a c t o r y ;  h e  p r i n t s  t h e  l a b e l s  

o f  b o t t l e s  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  f o r  C o m r a d e  h i s  

l e f t i s t  i d e o l o g y  i s  p u t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  m a t e r i a l  g a i n s .  S o ,  h e  

d o e s  n o t  h e l p  V e l u t h a  a t  a l l  d u r i n g  h i s  l a s t  c r i s i s .  T h e r e  i s  a  

p e r s o n a l  g r u d g e  a s  w e l l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n  t o o .  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i  

f e e l s  j e a l o u s  o f  y o u n g  V e l u t h a ,  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  t o  h i s  h o u s e ,  a n d  

C o m r a d e ‘ s  w i f e ,  K a l ya n i ,  w e l c o m e s  h i m  w i t h  s u b t l e  s m i l e .  T h u s ,  

yo u n g  V e l u t h a ,  i n  t h e  i m a g i n a t i v e  m i n d  o f  o l d e r  P i l l a i ,  b e c o m e s  a  

c h a l l e n g e ;  h e  c r e a t e s  a  s e x u a l  f e a r  i n  P i l l a i ,  w h o  h a s  d o u b t  a b o u t  

t h e  w a r m  w e l c o m e  K a l ya n i  e x t e n d s  t o  V e l u t h a ;  t h o u g h  i t  m a y  b e  a l l  

b e c a u s e  o f  K a l ya n i ‘ s  c i v i l ,  g o o d  n a t u r e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  V e l u t h a  w a s  

yo u n g  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  c a r d - h o l d e r  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a t  t h e  

f a c t o r y  o f  M a m m a c h i .  I n  d u e  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  h e  m a y  p o s e  a  

c h a l l e n g e  t o  P i l l a i ‘ s  l o c a l  h e a d s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y :  

T h e  o n l y  s n a g  i n  C o m r a d e  K .  N .  M .  P i l l a i ‘ s  p l a n s  w a s  

V e l u t h a .  O f  a l l  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  P a r a d i s e  P i c k l e s ,  h e  w a s  t h e  

o n l y  c a r d - h o l d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  a n d  t h a t  g a v e  

C o m r a d e  P i l l a i  a n  a l l y  h e  w o u l d  r a t h e r  h a v e  d o n e  w i t h o u t .  H e  

k n e w  t h a t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  T o u c h a b l e  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  

r e s e n t e d  V e l u t h a  f o r  a n c i e n t  r e a s o n s  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  C o m r a d e  

P i l l a i  s t e p p e d  c a r e f u l l y  a r o u n d  t h i s  w r i n k l e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  

s u i t a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i r o n  i t  o u t  ( 1 2 1 ) .  

B y  n o t  h e l p i n g  V e l u t h a  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e ,  P i l l a i  s e t t l e s  

h i s  o l d  s c o r e s  i n  o n e  s t r o k e .  T h i s  p a r a d o x i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  b e c o m e s  

v e r y  o b v i o u s  b e c a u s e  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  w a s  f o u n d e d  t o  h e l p  

p e o p l e  l i k e  V e l u t h a  f r o m  b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  a n d  m i s t r e a t e d .  A f t e r  

m a n y  ye a r s  o f  t h e  m a i n  e v e n t ,  w h e n  E s t h a  v i s i t s  A y e m e n e m  a n d  

p a ys  c o u r t e s y  c a l l  t o  P i l l a i ,  t h e  C o m r a d e  i s  s l i g h t l y  p e r t u r b e d ,  
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r e m e m b e r i n g  h i s  p a s t  r o l e  i n  t h e  w h o l e  g a m e .  B u t  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  i s  

s o  w e a k  t h a t  h e  s a v e s  h i m s e l f  b y  t h e  l o g i c  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s :  

T h o u g h  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  h a d  b y  n o  m e a n s  b e e n  a  

s m a l l  o n e ,  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i  d i d n ‘ t  h o l d  h i m s e l f  i n  a n y  w a y  

p e r s o n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  H e  d i s m i s s e d  

t h e  w h o l e  b u s i n e s s  a s  t h e  I n e v i t a b l e  C o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

N e c e s s a r y  P o l i t i c s .  T h e  o l d  o m e l e t t e  a n d  e g g s  t h i n g .  B u t  t h e n ,  

C o m r a d e  K .  N .  M .  P i l l a i  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p o l i t i c a l  m a n .  A  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o m e l e t t e e r .  H e  w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d  l i k e  a  

c h a m e l e o n .  N e v e r  r e v e a l i n g  h i m s e l f ,  n e v e r  a p p e a r i n g  n o t  t o .  

E m e r g i n g  t h r o u g h  c h a o s  u n s c a t h e d  ( 1 4 ) .  

T h e  n e x t  b i t t e r  p a r a d o x i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e  i s  t h e  

K o t t a ya m  P o l i c e  o f f i c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  b o a r d  d i s p l a ye d  f u l l  f o r m  o f  

P O L I C E  a s :  

P o l i t e n e s s  

O b e d i e n c e  

L o ya l t y  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  

C o u r t e s y  

E f f i c i e n c y  ( 8 ,  3 0 4 )  

I r o n i c a l l y  e n o u g h ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  q u a l i t i e s  s o  p r o m i n e n t l y  

d i s p l a ye d ,  i s  e v e n  r e m o t e l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

K o t t a ya m  P o l i c e .  T h i s  t yp e  o f  i r o n i c a l  a n d  p a r a d o x i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

c r e a t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  o p e r a t i v e  a t  s e v e r a l  l a ye r s  o f  

s o c i e t y  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .    

T h u s ,  t h e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  m a i n  s t o r y  k i l l s  t h e  g o d  o f  s m a l l  

t h i n g s ,  V e l u t h a ,  w h o  w a s  n o t  a  h i g h  c a s t e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

h i e r a r c h y .  A l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  s ys t e m  i s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  

w i t h  B a l r a m .  B u t  V e l u t h a  w a s  i n n o c e n t  w h i l e  B a l r a m  w a s  c l e v e r  



67 
 

e n o u g h  t o  s u r v i v e  b y  t h e  t o o l s  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  a n d  r u l e  t h e  r o o s t .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  V e l u t h a  l o o k s  m o r e  

a t t r a c t i v e ,  a  m e m o r a b l e  t r a g i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h o  w o u l d  h a u n t  t h e  

r e a d e r  d a ys  a n d  m o n t h s  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  n o v e l .   

V e l u t h a  h a d  f i n i s h e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  w a s  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

c a r p e n t e r .  H e  h a d  h i s  o w n  s e t  o f  c a r p e n t r y  t o o l s  a n d  a  

d i s t i n c t l y  G e r m a n  d e s i g n  s e n s i b i l i t y .  …  A p a r t  f r o m  h i s  

c a r p e n t r y  s k i l l s ,  V e l u t h a  h a d  a  w a y  w i t h  m a c h i n e s .  M a m m a c h i  

( w i t h  i m p e n e t r a b l e  T o u c h a b l e  l o g i c )  o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  i f  o n l y  h e  

h a d n ‘ t  b e e n  a  P a r a v a n ,  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e c o m e  a n  e n g i n e e r .  H e  

m e n d e d  r a d i o s ,  c l o c k s ,  w a t e r  p u m p s .  H e  l o o k e d  a f t e r  t h e  

p l u m b i n g  a n d  a l l  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  g a d g e t s  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  …  

V e l u t h a  k n e w  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  m a c h i n e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  t h a n  

a n yo n e  e l s e  ( 7 5 ) .  

C a s t e  a n d  c l a s s  r i g i d i t y  i n  C o m m u n i s t  K e r a l a  i s  i t s e l f  p a r a d o x i c a l .  

K e r a l a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  I n d i a n  s t a t e  w i t h  a  C o m m u n i s t  g o v e r n m e n t .  

A n d  ye t  t h e  c a s t e  a n d  c l a s s  s ys t e m  w a s  f u l l y  o p e r a t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s .  T o  q u o t e  C yn t h i a  

C a r e y :  

W e  r e a d …  t h a t  P a r a v a n s  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  b y  P a p p a c h i .  T h e  

h o u s e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e x c l u s i v e n e s s  o f  

h i e r a r c h i e s ,  o f  c l a s s  a n d  c a s t e ,  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n s  

( 1 0 0 ) .  

R a n g a  R a o  s u p p o r t s  C yn t h i a  C a r e y  b y  c a l l i n g  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  

T h i n g s  a s  a  p r o t e s t  n o v e l :   

R o y‘ s  b o o k  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  a m o n g  I n d i a n  n o v e l s  

i n  E n g l i s h  w h i c h  c a n  b e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  

p r o t e s t  n o v e l .  I t  i s  a l l  a b o u t  a t r o c i t i e s  a g a i n s t  m i n o r i t i e s ,  
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S m a l l  T h i n g s :  c h i l d r e n  a n d  yo u t h ,  w o m e n  a n d  u n t o u c h a b l e s  

( 5 6 ) .  

V e l u t h a ‘ s  b r u t a l  a n d  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  b y  b a t t e r i n g  o f  t h e  

p o l i c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a  t r a g i c  l o s s  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y .  H e  h a d  i m m e n s e  

p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  w a s  n i p p e d  i n  t h e  b u d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o n g o i n g  g a m e  

o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  a s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  n o v e l .      

A n o t h e r  t yp e  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  n o v e l  c e n t r e s  a r o u n d  A m m u  

a n d  C h a c k o ,  t h e  s i s t e r - b r o t h e r  p a i r .  L i k e  m o s t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

f a m i l i e s ,  C h a c k o  i s  c o n s c i o u s  a s  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  

i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  t h e  o n l y  s o n .  P r i v i l e g e s  t h a t  h e  e n j o ys  

c a n n o t  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r ,  w h o  h a s  t o  p l a y  a  s e c o n d a r y  r o l e  

o n l y .  A s  r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  M a m m a c h i  h e r s e l f  c a n  s u p p l y  g i r l s  t o  

h e r  s o n ,  b u t  s h e  b e c o m e s  f u r i o u s  w h e n  h e r  d a u g h t e r  h a s  p h ys i c a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  V e l u t h a .  A m m u  i s  a l w a ys  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h i s  u n j u s t  

d i s p a r i t y .  S o  w h i l e  g o i n g  t o  v i s i t  V e l u t h a  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r ,  s h e  w e a r s  

t h e  o l d  s h i r t  o f  C h a c k o .  T h i s  s h i r t  s y m b o l i s e s  a s s u m e d  m a l e n e s s  o f  

A m m u .  J u s t  a f t e r  t h a t  s h e  t u r n s  o n  h e r  r a d i o  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  m a g i c a l  

s o n g  s o  d e a r  t o  h e r  h e a r t  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  w a l k s  t o w a r d s  t h e  r i v e r :  

… .  T h e n  s u d d e n l y  s h e  r o s e  f r o m  h e r  c h a i r  a n d  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  

h e r  w o r l d  l i k e  a  w i t c h .  T o  a  b e t t e r ,  h a p p i e r  p l a c e .   

S h e  m o v e d  q u i c k l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  l i k e  a n  i n s e c t  

f o l l o w i n g  a  c h e m i c a l  t r a i l .  S h e  k n e w  t h e  p a t h  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a s  

w e l l  a s  h e r  c h i l d r e n  d i d  a n d  c o u l d  h a v e  f o u n d  h e r  w a y  t h e r e  

b l i n d f o l d e d .  S h e  d i d n ‘ t  k n o w  w h a t  i t  w a s  t h a t  m a d e  h e r  h u r r y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  u n d e r g r o w t h .  T h a t  t u r n e d  h e r  w a l k  i n t o  a  r u n .  

T h a t  m a d e  h e r  a r r i v e  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  M e e n a c h a l  

b r e a t h l e s s .  S o b b i n g .  A s  t h o u g h  s h e  w a s  l a t e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g .  A s  

t h o u g h  h e r  l i f e  d e p e n d e d  o n  g e t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t i m e .  A s  t h o u g h  
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s h e  k n e w  h e  w o u l d  b e  t h e r e .  W a i t i n g .  A s  t h o u g h  h e  k n e w  s h e  

w o u l d  c o m e .   

H e  d i d  ( 3 3 2 ) .     

 K e e n l y  a w a r e  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  C h a c k o  

i s  n e v e r  h e s i t a n t  t o  b o a s t  o f  h i s  s t a t u s .  H e  b r a g s  b e f o r e  A m m u  a n d  

h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  n o  u n c e r t a i n  t e r m s  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e  b o s s  a l l  a r o u n d :     

C h a c k o  t o l d  R a h e l  a n d  E s t h a  t h a t  A m m u  h a d  n o  L o c u s t s  S t a n d  

I .   

‗ T h a n k s  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  m a l e  c h a u v i n i s t  s o c i e t y , ‘  A m m u  

s a i d .   

C h a c k o  s a i d ,  ‗ W h a t ‘ s  yo u r s  i s  m i n e  a n d  w h a t ‘ s  m i n e  i s  a l s o  

m i n e . ‘   

H e  h a d  a  s u r p r i s i n g l y  h i g h  l a u g h  f o r  a  m a n  o f  h i s  s i z e  a n d  

f a t n e s s .  A n d  w h e n  h e  l a u g h e d ,  h e  s h o o k  a l l  o v e r  w i t h o u t  

a p p e a r i n g  t o  m o v e  ( 5 7 ) .  

E v e n  t h e  r o a r i n g  l a u g h t e r  o f  C h a c k o  i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e ,  i s  s ym b o l i c  

o f  h i s  s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y c r i t i c s ,  w h o  a r e  c o n s c i o u s  

o f  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s t a t u s  o f  A m m u  i n  t h e  A ye m e n e m  H o u s e .  A l e x  

T i c k e l l  e x p l a i n s  A m m u ‘ s  s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  l e g a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ;  i t  

s h o w s  t h e  p a r t i a l i t y  o f  I n d i a n  l a w s  m a k i n g  d a u g h t e r s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  

t h e  m a l e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y :  

I n  T G S T  w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i n g  f o r m s  o f  s u b j u g a t i o n  

t h a t  A m m u  f a c e s  a r e  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  h e r  p o o r  l e g a l  

s t a t u s  o r  l o c u s  s t a n d i  o r ,  a s  h e r  c h i l d r e n  m i s i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  h e r  

l a c k  o f  ‗ L o c u s t s  S t a n d  I ‘ ,  a s  a  S yr i a n - C h r i s t i a n  w o m a n  … .  B y  

i n c l u d i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  l e g a l  i n e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  A m m u  

a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r  C h a c k o  –  w h o  r e c o g n i z e s  h i s  o w n  p o w e r  o f  
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i n h e r i t a n c e  b y  t e l l i n g  h e r  ‗ w h a t ‘ s  yo u r s  i s  m i n e  a n d  w h a t ‘ s  

m i n e  i s  a l s o  m i n e ‘  …   –  R o y d r a w s  a t t e n t i o n ,  o b l i q u e l y ,  t o  a  

h i s t o r y  o f  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  w o m e n ‘ s  r i g h t s  i n  

w h i c h  h e r  o w n  m o t h e r  w a s  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  ( 3 8 ) .   

C h a c k o  d o e s  n o t  c a r e  e i t h e r  f o r  A m m u  o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h o u g h  h e  

p o s e s  p u b l i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a  b i g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i m .  I n  t h e  

p o w e r  g a m e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  C h a c k o  i s  t h e  m a s t e r  n o w  a n d  A m m u  i s  

l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  m u t e  f o l l o w e r .  B e l o w  i s  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e m  t h a t  s h o w s  t h a t  A m m u ,  a t  t i m e s ,  d a r e s  t o  c a l l  a  s p a d e  a  s p a d e :  

‗ S t o p  p o s i n g  a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n ‘ s  G r e a t  S a v i o r ! ‘  A m m u  s a i d .  

‗ W h e n  i t  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  b r a s s  t a c k s ,  yo u  d o n ‘ t  g i v e  a  d a m n  

a b o u t  t h e m .  O r  m e . ‘  

‗ S h o u l d  I? ‘  C h a c k o  s a i d .  ‗ A r e  t h e y  m y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y? ‘  H e  

s a i d  t h a t  A m m u  a n d  E s t h a  a n d  R a h e l  w e r e  m i l l s t o n e s  a r o u n d  

h i s  n e c k  ( 8 5 ) .  

B e c a u s e  o f  m a n y  l a ye r s  o f  p o w e r  g a m e  p l a ye d  i n  A ye m e n e m ,  e v e n  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y  f e e l s  t h a t  h e r  f i r s t  n o v e l  h a s  p o l i t i c a l  a n g l e  t o  i t .  

H e r  l a t e r  w o r k s  a n d  e s s a ys  w e r e  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  r e a d e r s  

s p a r e d  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  t a g .  Y e t  R o y  h e r s e l f  

s p e a k s  o u t  i n  h e r  b o o k ,  P o w e r  P o l i t i c s :  

N o w ,  I ‘ v e  b e e n  w o n d e r i n g  w h y  i t  s h o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  

w h o  w r o t e  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  c a l l e d  a  w r i t e r ,  a n d  t h e  

p e r s o n  w h o  w r o t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e s s a ys  i s  c a l l e d  a n  a c t i v i s t ?  

T r u e ,  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  a  w o r k  o f  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  i t ‘ s  

n o  l e s s  p o l i t i c a l  t h a n  a n y  o f  m y  e s s a ys .  T r u e ,  t h e  e s s a ys  a r e  

w o r k s  o f  n o n f i c t i o n ,  b u t  s i n c e  w h e n  d i d  w r i t e r  f o r g o  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  w r i t e  n o n f i c t i o n ?  ( 1 0 - 1 1 )   
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I n  t h e  s t o r y l i n e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  R a h e l  v i s i t s  A ye m e n e m  m a n y  ye a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  m a i n  e v e n t .  S h e  r e c o l l e c t s  t h a t  h e r  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  w e r e  

a l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  f r a m i n g  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  t h e n  

b r e a k i n g  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  r u l e s  w e r e  o p p r e s s i v e  a n d  s u p p r e s s e d  

t h e i r  f r e e d o m .  I t  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  n a r r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t o r y  a s  f o l l o w s :   

L o o k i n g  b a c k  n o w ,  t o  R a h e l  i t  s e e m e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h i s  

d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h e i r  f a m i l y  h a d  w i t h  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r a n  m u c h  

d e e p e r  t h a n  t h e  j a m - j e l l y  q u e s t i o n .  P e r h a p s  A m m u ,  E s t h a  a n d  

s h e  w e r e  t h e  w o r s t  t r a n s g r e s s o r s .  B u t  i t  w a s n ‘ t  j u s t  t h e m .  I t  

w a s  t h e  o t h e r s  t o o .  T h e y  a l l  b r o k e  t h e  r u l e s .  T h e y  a l l  c r o s s e d  

i n t o  f o r b i d d e n  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e y  a l l  t a m p e r e d  w i t h  t h e  l a w s  t h a t  

l a y  d o w n  w h o  s h o u l d  b e  l o v e d  a n d  h o w .  A n d  h o w  m u c h .  T h e  

l a w s  t h a t  m a k e  g r a n d m o t h e r s  g r a n d m o t h e r s ,  u n c l e s  u n c l e s ,  

m o t h e r s  m o t h e r s ,  c o u s i n s  c o u s i n s ,  j a m  j a m ,  a n d  j e l l y  j e l l y .  I t  

w a s  a  t i m e  w h e n  u n c l e s  b e c a m e  f a t h e r s ,  m o t h e r s  l o v e r s ,  a n d  

c o u s i n s  d i e d  a n d  h a d  f u n e r a l s .  I t  w a s  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  

u n t h i n k a b l e  b e c a m e  t h i n k a b l e  a n d  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  r e a l l y  

h a p p e n e d  ( 3 1 ) .  

T h e  o p p r e s s i v e  a i r  o f  A ye m e n e m  w a s  e a r l i e r  f e l t  b y  A m m u ,  w h o  

w a s  s t i l l  yo u n g  a n d  s i n g l e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  m a r r i a g e .  S h e  f e l t  i f  h e r  

f a m i l y  s e l e c t s  h e r  g r o o m ,  h e  w o u l d  b e  a  S yr i a n  C h r i s t i a n ,  a n  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s u f f o c a t i o n  t h a t  s h e  f e l t  i n  h e r  f a m i l y .  S o ,  w h e n  

o u t  t o  C a l c u t t a  f o r  a  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n ,  s h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o w s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a  B e n g a l i  yo u t h  a n d  m a r r i e s  h i m .  H e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  

h a s t y  m a r r i a g e  h a s  r o o t  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  l a c k  o f  f r e e d o m  a t  

A ye m e n e m :   

A m m u  d i d n ‘ t  p r e t e n d  t o  b e  i n  l o v e  w i t h  h i m .  S h e  j u s t  w e i g h e d  

t h e  o d d s  a n d  a c c e p t e d .  S h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a n y t h i n g ,  a n yo n e  a t  

a l l ,  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t h a n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  A ye m e n e m .  S h e  w r o t e  t o  
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h e r  p a r e n t s  i n f o r m i n g  t h e m  o f  h e r  d e c i s i o n .  T h e y  d i d n ‘ t  r e p l y  

( 3 9 ) .  

T h e  v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  p a r e n t s  d i d n ‘ t  r e p l y  t o  h e r  l e t t e r ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  

t y r a n n i c a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r .   

 E v e n  w h e n  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s  a f t e r  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  

h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  a t  A ye m e n e m  H o u s e  w a s  

a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e .  S h e  w a s  a c c e p t e d  t h e r e  n o t  w a r m l y  b u t  

g r u d g i n g l y .  S h e  u s e s  t o  d r o w n  h e r  m i s e r y  i n  h e r  f a v o u r i t e  s o n g s  

f r o m  h e r  r a d i o .  H e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m ys t e r i o u s  s o n g s  w a s  a l s o  h e r  

m e a n s  o f  f o r g e t t i n g  h e r  p h ys i c a l  u r g e ,  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  h e r  yo u n g  

b o d y ,  a n d  o n l y  m e a n s  s h e  h a d  o f  f r e e d o m  f r o m  h e r  p r i s o n  h o u s e :  

O n  t h e  d a ys  t h a t  t h e  r a d i o  p l a ye d  A m m u ‘ s  s o n g s ,  e v e r yo n e  

w a s  a  l i t t l e  w a r y  o f  h e r .  T h e y  s e n s e d  s o m e h o w  t h a t  s h e  l i v e d  

i n  t h e  p e n u m b r a l  s h a d o w s  b e t w e e n  t w o  w o r l d s ,  j u s t  b e yo n d  

t h e  g r a s p  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r .  T h a t  a  w o m a n  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  

d a m n e d ,  n o w  h a d  l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  l o s e ,  a n d  c o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  

d a n g e r o u s .  S o  o n  t h e  d a ys  t h a t  t h e  r a d i o  p l a ye d  A m m u ‘ s  

s o n g s ,  p e o p l e  a v o i d e d  h e r ,  m a d e  l i t t l e  l o o p s  a r o u n d  h e r ,  

b e c a u s e  e v e r yb o d y  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  b e s t  t o  j u s t  Le t  H e r  B e  

( 4 4 - 4 5 ) .  

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  f a l l i n g  f o r  V e l u t h a ‘ s  l o v e ,  w a s  a l s o  

h e r  w a y  o f  e s c a p i n g  t o  f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  r e g i m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

A ye m e n e m  H o u s e .     

I n  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  A m m u  i s  l a b e l l e d  

a  r e b e l ,  e v e n  m o r e  s o  i f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  f a i l s .  L i k e  t h e  f a i l e d  

r e v o l u t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  r e b e l s  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  

t o r t u r e ,  a n d  d e a t h .  S u c h  i s  t h e  f a t e  m e t e d  o u t  t o  A m m u ,  m a k i n g  h e r  

a  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n :  
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A m m u  d i e d  i n  a  g r i m y  r o o m  i n  t h e  B h a r a t  L o d g e  i n  A l l e p p e y ,  

w h e r e  s h e  h a d  g o n e  f o r  a  j o b  i n t e r v i e w  a s  s o m e o n e ‘ s  

s e c r e t a r y .  S h e  d i e d  a l o n e .  W i t h  a  n o i s y  c e i l i n g  f a n  f o r  

c o m p a n y  a n d  n o  E s t h a  t o  l i e  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  h e r  a n d  t a l k  t o  

h e r .  S h e  w a s  t h i r t y - o n e .  N o t  o l d ,  n o t  yo u n g ,  b u t  a  v i a b l e ,  d i e -

a b l e  a g e .   

S h e  h a d  w o k e n  u p  a t  n i g h t  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  a  f a m i l i a r ,  

r e c u r r e n t  d r e a m  i n  w h i c h  p o l i c e m e n  a p p r o a c h e d  h e r  w i t h  

s n i c k i n g  s c i s s o r s ,  w a n t i n g  t o  h a c k  o f f  h e r  h a i r .  T h e y  d i d  t h a t  

i n  K o t t a ya m  t o  p r o s t i t u t e s  w h o m  t h e y‘ d  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  

b a z a a r — b r a n d e d  t h e m  s o  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  w o u l d  k n o w  t h e m  f o r  

w h a t  t h e y  w e r e .  V e s h y a s .  S o  t h a t  n e w  p o l i c e m e n  o n  t h e  b e a t  

w o u l d  h a v e  n o  t r o u b l e  i d e n t i f y i n g  w h o m  t o  h a r a s s .  A m m u  

a l w a ys  n o t i c e d  t h e m  i n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h e  w o m e n  w i t h  v a c a n t  

e ye s  a n d  f o r c i b l y  s h a v e d  h e a d s  i n  t h e  l a n d  w h e r e  l o n g ,  o i l e d  

h a i r  w a s  o n l y  f o r  t h e  m o r a l l y  u p r i g h t  ( 1 6 1 ) .   

I t  i s  r e l e v a n t  h e r e  t h a t  I n s p e c t o r  T h o m a s  h a s  a l s o  c a l l e d  h e r  a  

V e s h y a .  F o r  a n  I n d i a n  w o m a n  n o t h i n g  c a n  b e  m o r e  a b u s i v e  t h a n  t h i s  

w o r d .  T h e  d r e a m ,  o r  b e t t e r  n i g h t m a r e ,  o f  d y i n g  A m m u  i n t e n s i f i e s  

h e r  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a g o n y .  H e r  d e a t h  h a u n t s  a  s e n s i t i v e  r e a d e r  a s  t h a t  

o f  V e l u t h a .   W h e n  C h a c k o  a n d  R a h e l  g o  t o  t h e  c r e m a t o r i u m  t h e y  

g e t  o n l y  a  p o t  o f  a s h e s ,  a  g h a s t l y  r e m i n d e r  o f  A m m u ,  e v e r y  i n c h  a  

v i b r a n t  l a d y  w h i l e  a l i v e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s  f r o m  t h e  n o v e l  p o i n t  

o u t  w h a t  s o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  a l l  a l o n g  t o  a l l  f a i l e d  r e b e l s :  

T h e  c r e m a t o r i u m  ‗ I n - c h a r g e ‘  h a d  g o n e  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  f o r  a  

c u p  o f  t e a  a n d  d i d n ‘ t  c o m e  b a c k  f o r  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s .  T h a t ‘ s  

h o w  l o n g  C h a c k o  a n d  R a h e l  h a d  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  p i n k  r e c e i p t  

t h a t  w o u l d  e n t i t l e  t h e m  t o  c o l l e c t  A m m u ‘ s  r e m a i n s .  H e r  a s h e s .  

T h e  g r i t  f r o m  h e r  b o n e s .  T h e  t e e t h  f r o m  h e r  s m i l e .  T h e  w h o l e  
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o f  h e r  c r a m m e d  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  c l a y  p o t .  R e c e i p t  N o .  Q 4 9 8 6 7 3  

( 1 6 3 ) .  

T h u s ,  a  b e a u t i f u l  l a d y  f u l l  o f  l i f e  a n d  z e s t ,  h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  a  

r e c e i p t  o n l y ,  a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r .  

 W h a t  i s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  n o t  

o n l y  i t s  m a t t e r  b u t  a l s o  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  e x p r e s s i n g  t h a t  c o n t e n t ,  n o t  

o n l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  b u t  h o w  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a t  s u b j e c t  i s  c o m m u n i c a t e d  

t o  t h e  r e a d e r  b y  a  m a t c h i n g  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  t h e m a t i c  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  

t h e  n o v e l  i s  h i g h l y  p e r s o n a l  t o  A r u n d h a t i  R o y :  A m m u ‘ s  s t r u g g l e  i s  

l a r g e l y  b a s e d  o n  h e r  m o t h e r ,  M a r y  R o y .  S u c h  a n  a g o n i s e d  s t o r y  

w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  i n t e n s e  a n d  t r a g i c  l o v e ,  t h e  c u r i o u s  s e n s i t i v i t y  

o f  t w i n s  w a t c h i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  i n  b e w i l d e r m e n t ,  n e e d e d  

i n n o v a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  b e c a u s e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  m e a n t  f o r  

c o l o n i a l  s e n s i b i l i t y  a n d  p u r p o s e  w a s  n o t  a p t  e n o u g h .  E v e l yn  N i e n -

M i n g  C h i e n  ( 2 0 0 4 )  a d d s  f u r t h e r  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t :  

R o y‘ s  n o v e l  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  

f o r m a t i o n  i n  f o r m e r l y  c o l o n i z e d  I n d i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a f f e c t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p s yc h e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l a n g u a g e  a n d  s e m i o t i c s .  T o  r e t u r n  t o  a  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  g o o d n e s s  t h r o u g h  l a n g u a g e ,  R o y  h a s  t o  c h o p  

E n g l i s h  u p  a n d  s t a r t  o v e r ,  a f r e s h ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  s t a i n s  a n d  

s t a l e n e s s  o f  c o l o n i a l  E n g l i s h  ( 1 5 6 - 1 5 7 ) .  

I n  a  c r e a t i v e  n o v e l  l i k e  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  l a n g u a g e  i s  

a p p l i e d  a s  a  m e d i u m  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o ,  a n d  a n a l ys i s  o f ,  t h e  

s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  n o t  m e r e l y  a s  a  s t o r y - t e l l i n g .  

A s  J o s e p h  C  M u k a l e l  e x p l a i n s :  

L i t e r a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  a r t i s t i c  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e .  A  n o v e l ,  a  

p l a y  o r  a  l i t e r a r y  e s s a y  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  a r t ,  j u s t  a s  d r a w i n g  i s  a  

p i e c e  o f  a r t .  …  L i t e r a t u r e  i m p r i n t s  l i f e  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  m e d i u m  
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o f  l a n g u a g e .  A  n o v e l  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  p i e c e  o f  a r t :  i t  i s  l i f e  

p a i n t e d  o n  t h e  c a n v a s  o f  l a n g u a g e  ( 4 0 ) .  

S a l m a n  R u s h d i e  i s  a l s o  a  w r i t e r  o f  c o m p l e x  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

r e a l i t i e s .  H e  m i g h t  h a v e  f e l t  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m  a s  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  t o  

e x p r e s s  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  f e e l i n g s  i n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

E n g l i s h .  R u s h d i e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a s  s u g g e s t e d :  

T h e r e  i s  a  g e n u i n e  n e e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  f i c t i o n ,  f o r  b o o k s  t h a t  

d r e w  n e w  a n d  b e t t e r  m a p s  o f  r e a l i t y ,  a n d  m a k e  n e w  l a n g u a g e s  

w i t h  w h i c h  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r l d  ( 3 7 ) .  

D a r s h a n a  T r i v e d i  ( 1 9 9 9 )  c o m p a r e s  K a l i d a s a ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  

k n o w n  f o r  h i s  p o w e r  o f  C l a s s i c a l  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  

u s e  o f  s i m i l i e s  ( U p m a ) ,  w i t h  A r u n d h a t i  R o y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a  

b i g  t i m e  g a p  b e t w e e n  K a l i d a s a  a n d  R o y  a n d  t h e  l a n g u a g e s  t h e y  u s e  

a r e  a l s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  T r i v e d i ‘ s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g ;  e s p e c i a l l y  

s o  w h e n  t w o  g r e a t  w r i t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  g r e a t  w o r k s  a r e  i n  q u e s t i o n :  

K a l i d a s a  a n d  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  s h a r e  c o m m o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b u t  

t h e y  a r e  a l i k e  a s  w e l l  a s  d i f f e r e n t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i n  t h e i r  

u s e  o f  s i m i l i e s .  F o r  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  w e  c a n  

c l a s s i f y  A r u n d h a t i ‘ s  u s e  o f  s i m i l i e s  i n  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r .  

I )   S i m i l i e s  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r s  

I i )  S i m i l i e s  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  i n c i d e n t s   

I i i )  S i m i l i e s  w h i c h  d e a l  w i t h  m i n u t e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  l i f e  ( 1 3 1 ) .  

I n  h a n d l i n g  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  R o y  h a s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  a  l o t .  E v e l yn  

N i e n - M i n g  C h i e n  ( 2 0 0 4 )  h a s  q u o t e d  R o y‘ s  o w n  c o n f i r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

w h a t  t yp e  o f  E n g l i s h  s h e  w r i t e s ,  ― I  l o v e  E n g l i s h .  B u t  I  w a n t  t o  

w r i t e  m y  E n g l i s h ‖  ( 1 6 9 ) .  T h e  a b o v e  c r i t i c  h a s  a d d e d  f u r t h e r :  ― T h e  

r e d e s i g n  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  i n t r i n s i c  t o  R o y‘ s  w r i t i n g .  
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S h e  i s  c h a n g i n g  n o t  j u s t  h o w  w e  r e a d ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  w e  

r e a d ‖  ( 1 6 6 ) .  

T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  d i f f e r e n t  n o v e l  

a n d  n o t  s o  g r e a t  a  w o r k  h a d  i t  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

E n g l i s h .  T h e  n o v e l  i s  s o  s u b t l e ,  c o m p l e x  a n d  i n t e n s e  t h a t  t o  m a k e  i t  

r e a l l y  g r e a t  a n d  w o n d e r f u l ,  R o y  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  h e r  l a n g u a g e  v e r y  

c a r e f u l l y  a n d  w i t h  c a u t i o n  t o  i n d u c e  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  m i n d  

a n d  h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  E v e l yn  N i e n - M i n g  C h i e n  ( 2 0 0 4 )  h a s  r i g h t l y  

r e m a r k e d :  

R o y‘ s  n a r r a t i v e  p l a ys  o u t  W i t t g e n s t e i n ‘ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

l a n g u a g e  g a m e s .  S h e  w r i t e s  a s  i f  s h e  d o e s n ‘ t  k n o w  t h e  r u l e s .  

K i n d  o f  i n n o c e n c e .  L i k e  c h i l d r e n .  O r  l i k e  a  b a d  a r t i s t .  W h o  

l i k e s  s m a l l  t h i n g s ,  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e n ‘ t  l o n g ,  w o r d s  o f  m i n i a t u r e  

s i z e .  W h o  w r i t e s  i n  h a l f - s e n t e n c e s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  b i t s  s t i l l  

i n  f o r m a t i o n …  ( 1 6 8 ) .  

I n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t e x t ,  R . P .  S i n g h  ( 2 0 1 5 ) ,  t h r o u g h  D e r r i d e a n  

c o n c e p t  o f  ― t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  t e x t ‖ ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  T h e  

G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  a  ― c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  m i n i  n a r r a t i v e s ‖  ( 1 8 0 -

1 8 2 ) .  

T h i s  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  n o v e l i s t  h a s  b e e n  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

E s t h a  a n d  R a h e l ,  s e v e n - ye a r  o l d  t w i n s ,  a s  t h e  m a i n  n a r r a t o r s .  T h e  

t w i n s  n a r r a t e  t h e  s t o r y  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h e  g a m e  o f  

c r o s s w o r d .  T h i s  t e c h n i q u e  o f  n a r r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  c h i l d r e n  h a s  i t s  o w n  

a d v a n t a g e  f o r  R o y ,  s u i t a b l y  f i t t i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  d e s i g n .  R i c h a r d  J .  

L a n e  ( 2 0 0 7 )  e l a b o r a t e s  t h i s  c o n t e x t  f u r t h e r :  ― O n e  w a y  t o  s t a r t  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  R o y‘ s  ‗ s t y l i s t i c  a c r o b a t i c s ‘  i s  v i a  f o c a l i z a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  i s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  f r o m  t h e  t w i n s ‘  p e r s p e c t i v e  o r  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w .  …  a  c h i l d ‘ s  f o c a l i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e ye s  o f  t w o  a d u l t s ,  

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  t w i n s  m a y  h a v e  p h ys i c a l l y  a g e d ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  
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p o s s i b l y  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  g r o w n  u p ‖  ( 9 9 ) .  T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c r i t i c  o n  

t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  R o y  –  A ï d a  B a l v a n n a n d h a n  ( 2 0 0 7 ) ,  w h o  p o i n t s  

o u t  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  t w i n s ,  w o r k i n g  

f a v o u r a b l y  f o r  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  n o v e l :   

R o y  h a s  c o l o u r e d  h e r  l a n g u a g e  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ‘ s  p e r c e p t i o n  

a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  n o t  

j u s t  p l e a s u r e  i n  r e a d i n g  b u t  a l s o  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  r e a l i t y ,  o f  

e n t e r i n g  t h e  w o r l d  t h e  t w i n s  i n h a b i t  b y  m a k i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  s e e  

t h e m  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  ( 1 2 5 ) .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  s e l e c t e d  a s  n a r r a t o r  o f  t h e  n o v e l ‘ s  

s t o r y ,  N i e n - M i n g  C h i e n  ( 2 0 0 4 )  h a s  a l s o  e m p h a s i z e d  o n e  f u r t h e r  

p o i n t  o f  A r u n d h a t i  R o y :  ― I  d o n ‘ t  s w e a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e ‖  s h e  s a ys ,  ― I n  

h e r  n o v e l ,  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  s h e  c u l t i v a t e s  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  

l a n g u a g e :  s h e  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  f o r m i n g  s e c r e t  w o r d s ,  c h i l d r e n ‘ s  

p i d g i n ,  a n d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  l o v e r s ‖  ( 3 6 ) .  S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  

c r i t i c  h a s  g i v e n  W e i r d  E n g l i s h  a s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  h e r  b o o k  f r o m  w h e r e  

a l l  t h e  a b o v e  l i n e s  b y  E v e l yn  N i e n - M i n g  C h i e n  a r e  q u o t e d ,  b u t  t h e  

t i t l e  i s  n o t  n e g a t i v e l y  u s e d .  

C o m i n g  t o  t h e  a n a l ys i s  o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  n o v e l  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  

l a n g u a g e  u s e d ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  t h a t  

l a n g u a g e  i s  c a r e f u l l y  u s e d  i n  e a c h  p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  t h e m e  

o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  A t  n o r m a l  l e v e l ,  i t  i s  e i t h e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  

p r o t e s t  o r  i n d i c a t i n g  f u n  d i r e c t e d  o n  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  

c u t t i n g  t h e m  t o  s i z e  b y  e n l a r g i n g  t h e i r  a b n o r m a l i t y .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  

w a ys  o f  s u b v e r t i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  f o r  i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  p o w e r  

s t r u g g l e .  

P r o t e s t ,  a s  a  t o o l  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s ,  i s  a  k e y  f e a t u r e  i n  T h e  

G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  d e p i c t s  h a v e - n o t s  a  l i t t l e  t o o  

w e a k ,  a n d  s o  C h a c k o ,  a  p s e u d o - c o m m u n i s t ,  t e l l s  P i l l a i :  ― B u t  
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C o m r a d e ,  yo u  c a n n o t  s t a g e  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e m .  Y o u  c a n  o n l y  

c r e a t e  a w a r e n e s s .  E d u c a t e  t h e m .  T h e y  m u s t  l a u n c h  t h e i r  o w n  

s t r u g g l e .  T h e y  m u s t  o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  f e a r s . ‖  T h e n  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i ,  i n  

a  h e c t o r i n g  v o i c e ,  q u o t e s  C h a i r m a n  M a o :  ― R e v o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  a  

d i n n e r  p a r t y .  R e v o l u t i o n  i s  a n  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  a n  a c t  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  

w h i c h  o n e  c l a s s  o v e r t h r o w s  a n o t h e r . ‖  ( T G S T  2 8 0 ) .  T h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  i s  s u c h  t h a t  b o t h  C h a c k o  a n d  P i l l a i  l o o k  i n s i n c e r e  a n d  

e v e n  a b s u r d .  T h a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  w a n t s  

t o  c o n v e y  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p a r e n t l y  s i n c e r e  

l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  i s  p u t t i n g  s o l e m n  w o r d s  i n t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  

i n f i d e l s .       

T h i s  m e t h o d  o f  u s i n g  h i g h  s o u n d i n g  w o r d s  b y  h y p o c r i t e s  i s  

r e p e a t e d  a g a i n  w h e n  a  s u p e r f l u o u s  c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  C h a c k o ,  s p e a k s  

h i g h  b l o w n  w o r d s ,  ‗ f u l l  o f  s o u n d  a n d  f u r y ,  s i g n i f y i n g  n o t h i n g ‘ ,  

t h u s  m a k i n g  h i m s e l f  a  j o k e r :  

‗ W e ' r e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  W a r ‘ ,  C h a c k o  s a i d .  ‗ O u r  d r e a m s  h a v e  b e e n  

d o c t o r e d .  W e  b e l o n g  n o w h e r e .  W e  s a i l  u n a n c h o r e d  o n  t r o u b l e d  

s e a s .  W e  m a y  n e v e r  b e  a l l o w e d  a s h o r e .  O u r  s o r r o w s  w i l l  n e v e r  

b e  s a d  e n o u g h .  O u r  j o ys  n e v e r  h a p p y e n o u g h .  O u r  d r e a m s  

n e v e r  b i g  e n o u g h .  O u r  l i v e s  n e v e r  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h .  T o  

m a t t e r . ‘  ( T G S T  5 3 ) .  

W h o  c o u l d  h a v e  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y  i d e a l i s t  s p e a k e r ,  

w o u l d  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  a  d o w n r i g h t  h y p o c r i t e .  

T h i s  t yp e  o f  p o k i n g  f u n  f l u n g  o n  s m u g  c h a r a c t e r s  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  

t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  B a b y  K o c h a m m a ,  m o r a l l y  h i g h  s o u n d i n g  a l l  t h e  

t i m e  b u t  a  c u n n i n g  a n d  s e l f i s h  c h a r a c t e r  m a k i n g  h e l l  o f  A m m u  a n d  

h e r  c h i l d r e n .  S h e  i s  a l w a ys  d e s c r i b e d  i n  d e g r a d i n g  w o r d s  b e c a u s e  

h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  s u c h .  W h i l e  s i t t i n g  o n  a  c h a i r  s h e  i s  d e s c r i b e d  

t h u s ;  ― U n d e r  t h e  t a b l e  s h e  s w u n g  h e r  t i n y ,  m a n i c u r e d  f e e t ,  l i k e  a  
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s m a l l  c h i l d  o n  a  h i g h  c h a i r .  T h e y  w e r e  p u f f y  w i t h  e d e m a ,  l i k e  l i t t l e  

f o o t - s h a p e d  a i r  c u s h i o n s ‖  ( 2 0 ) .  H e r  f a c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  o l d  a g e  i s  

a l s o  b u t t  o f  s a t i r e ;  ― H e r  e ye s  s p r e a d  l i k e  b u t t e r  b e h i n d  h e r  t h i c k  

g l a s s e s ‖  ( 2 0 ) .  B l e a r y  e ye s  h a v e  n o  f u n n i e r  e x p r e s s i o n  t h a n  t h e  o n e  

d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  I n  a n o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  h a s  t h e  

s a m e  m o c k i n g  c o n t e n t :  

Y e l l o w  s l i v e r s  o f  c u c u m b e r  s k i n  f l e c k e d  h e r  b o s o m .  H e r  h a i r ,  

d ye d  j e t b l a c k ,  w a s  a r r a n g e d  a c r o s s  h e r  s c a l p  l i k e  u n s p o o l e d  

t h r e a d .  T h e  d ye  h a d  s t a i n e d  t h e  s k i n  o n  h e r  f o r e h e a d  a  p a l e  

g r a y ,  g i v i n g  h e r  a  s h a d o w y s e c o n d  h a i r l i n e  ( 2 1 ) .  

T h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  a n y  s ym p a t h e t i c  l a n g u a g e  o r  w o r d s  w r i t t e n  i n  h e r  

f a v o u r .  S o m e t i m e s  i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  f u n n y b u t  s c a t h i n g  t o o ,  b e c a u s e  

s h e  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s t a n t  t o r m e n t o r  o f  A m m u ,  E s t h a ,  a n d  R a h e l .  E v e n  

K o c h a m m a ‘ s  u r i n a t i n g  i s  g i v e n  a  h u m i l i a t i n g  a n d  g h a s t l y  

d e s c r i p t i o n :   

B a b y  K o c h a m m a  b a l a n c e d  l i k e  a  b i g  b i r d  o v e r  a  p u b l i c  p o t .  

B l u e  v e i n s  l i k e  l u m p y  k n i t t i n g  r u n n i n g  u p  h e r  t r a n s l u c e n t  

s h i n s .  F a t  k n e e s  d i m p l e d .  H a i r  o n  t h e m .  P o o r  l i t t l e  t i n y  f e e t  

t o  c a r r y  s u c h  a  l o a d !  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  w a i t e d  f o r  h a l f  o f  h a l f  

a  m o m e n t .  H e a d  t h r u s t  f o r w a r d .  S i l l y  s m i l e .  B o s o m  s w i n g i n g  

l o w .  M e l o n s  i n  a  b l o u s e .  B o t t o m  u p  a n d  o u t .  W h e n  t h e  

g u r g l i n g ,  b u b b l i n g  s o u n d  c a m e ,  s h e  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  h e r  e ye s .  A  

y e l l o w  b r o o k  b u r b l e d  t h r o u g h  a  m o u n t a i n  p a s s  ( 9 5 ) .  

T h e  a b o v e  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  g i v e n  b y  R a h e l ,  a  s m a l l  s e v e n  ye a r s  c h i l d .  

T h i s  c a n  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a b h o r r e n t  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  t h e  c h i l d  f o r  

a n  e l d e r l y  l a d y ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  v i l l a i n s  i n  t h e i r  l i f e .  

R o y  d o e s  n o t  s p a r e  h e r  i n d i g n a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  a  l a d y ,  t h o u g h  e i g h t y -

t h r e e  ye a r s  o l d ,  i s  i n  f a c t  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  c r u e l t y  a n d  s m u g  

a r r o g a n c e .  
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T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  e x a m p l e s  o f  s t y l i s t i c  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  A r u n d h a t i  

R o y‘ s  n o v e l  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h e s e  i n n o v a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a  f a d  

o r  w h i m  f o r  h e r ,  b u t  t h e y  e n r i c h  t h e  t h e m a t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o w e r  

g a m e  i n  t h e  n o v e l .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  i n n o v a t i o n s  a r e  i n t u i t i v e  t o  m a k e  

r e a d e r s  f e e l  w h a t  s h e  f e l t  h e r s e l f  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  

n o v e l .  B u t  t h e r e  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a n a l ys e d .  A  f e w  o f  t h e m  a r e  g i v e n  b e l o w  f r o m  T h e  

G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s :  

1 .  T h e  u s e  o f  I n d i a n  w o r d s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  s p e l l i n g s :  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

― M u n d u s , ‖  ― r a k s h a ‖ ;  ― E d  C h e r u k k a , ‖  ― C h a c k o  S a a r  V a n n u ‖  

( 5 2 ,  5 9 ,  1 0 1 ,  1 7 1 ) ,  M a l a y a l a  M a n o r a m a  ( 1 7 1 ) .   

2 .  M a k i n g  c o m p o u n d  w o r d s  b y  u s i n g  h yp h e n s :  ― M i t t e n - s h a p e d , ‖  

― A m m u - e ye s , ‖  ― t r y i n g - n o t - t o - c r y  m o u t h ‖  ( 8 2 ,  9 6 ,  3 0 0 ) ,  

― D e e p - d i m p l e d ‖  ( 1 0 9 ) ,  ― d i e - v o r c e d ‖  ( 1 3 0 ) ,  ― H o n e y - c o l o u r e d ‖  

( 1 3 1 ) ,  ― T h i m b l e - d r i n k e r ‖  a n d  ― C o f f i n - c a r t w h e e l e r ‖  ( 1 3 5  &  

1 4 1 ) ,  H e l l - o h  ( 1 4 3 ) ,  ― r o o - s h a p e d ‖  ( 1 5 2 ) ,  ― e v e r y - t h i n g ‖  ( 2 5 1 ) ,  

― b u t t o n - e ye d ‖  ( 1 6 6 ) ,  ― d o u b l e - d e c k e r e d ‖  ( 1 6 9 ) ,  ― B l u e - a p r o n e d ,  

w h i t e - c a p p e d ‖  ( 1 7 2 ) ,  ― S a d - A b o u t - J o e ‖  ( 1 7 3 ) ,  

― R u m p e l s t i l t s k i n - l i k e ‖  ( 1 8 2 ) ,  ― …  d e m m e d e l - u s i v e  E s t h a  –  

P e n ‖  ( 1 8 3 ) ,  ― o v e r - f a m i l i a r ‖ ( 1 8 4 ) ,  ― c a k e - c r u m b s ‖  ( 1 8 6 ) ,  

― A n g r y - c o l o u r e d ‖  ( 1 8 5 ) ,  ― A C - D C ? ‖  ( 1 9 0 ) ,  ― g l u e - b r u s h ‖  

( 1 9 4 ) ,  ― g r a p e - c r u s h ‖  ( 1 9 4 ) ,  ― F i n g e r - c o l o u r e d  f i n g e r s ‖  ( 2 0 2 ) ,  

― b o a t - o n - l e g s ‖  ( 2 0 5 ) ,  ― E s t h a - t h e - A c u r a t e ‖  ( 2 1 7 ) ,  ― w h i t e -

w a l l e d ‖ ,  ― m o s s - t i l e d ‖  ( 2 2 8 ) ,  S p r i n g - t h u n d e r  ( 2 8 7 ) ,  ― E s t h a -

t h e - C o m p a s s i o n a t e ‖  ( 2 9 2 ) ,  ― t r y i n g - n o t - t o - c r y‖  ( 3 0 0 ) ,  

― r e s e r v a t i o n - c h e c k i n g ‖  ( 3 0 0 ) ,   ― N e w - a g e ‖  ( 3 0 4 ) ,  ― s p o i l i n g -

t h e - f u n ‖  ( 3 0 8 ) ,  ― Q u a r t e r - b o i l e d ‖  ( 1 0 4 ) .  
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3 .  R e d u p l i c a t i o n :    

i )    R e p e a t i n g  w i t h o u t  c h a n g e :   

   ― g o - g o ‖  ( 4 ,  1 5 2 ) ,  ― T a p ,  t a p ‖  ( 9 ) ,  ― y o - y o ‖  ( 1 6 ) ,  ― j a m  j a m ,    

    a n d  j e l l y  j e l l y‖     ( 3 1 ) ,  ― c h h i - c h h i ‖  ( 5 1 ,  3 1 7 ) ,  ― S h h !    

    S h h ! . . . ‖  ( 1 0 0 ) ,  ― P a r u m - p a r u m ‖  ( 3 1 8 ) ,  ― d u m  d u m ‖ ( 9 8 ) ,   

    ― D e r - d h o o m ,  d e r - d h o o m ‖  ( 1 4 7 ) ,  a n d  H w o o p - H w o o p   

    ( 1 6 9 ) .  ― I c k i l e e  i c k i l e e ‖ … ( 1 7 7 ) .  

i i )      R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  v o w e l :  ― s l i p - s l a p ‖  ( 1 3 2 )  

i i i )  R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  c o n s o n a n t :   

    ― g r i s t l y - b r i s t l y ‖ ( 1 0 4 ) ,  ― C l a p p - T r a p p ‖  ( 1 0 7 ) ,   

    ― T h a n g … T h a n k ‖ ( 1 5 4 ) ,  a n d  ― C o c a - C o l a ‖  ( 3 1 5 ) .    

i v )  R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  b o t h ;  v o w e l  a n d  c o n s o n a n t :  

    b o t t o m l e s s - b o t t o m f u l  ( 1 0 7 ) .  O r a n g e d r i n k  L e m o n d r i n k   

    ( 1 0 8 ) ,  ― G o o d n i g h t  G o d b l e s s ‖  ( 1 1 5 ) ,  a n d  ― G o o d g o o d   

    V e r y  g o o d ‖  ( 2 3 7 ) .  

― R e d u p l i c a t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  w o r d s  f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  r e p e t i t i o n  

o f  s o u n d s .  E n g l i s h  i s  r e p l e t e  w i t h  t h e s e  p l a y f u l  c o i n a g e s .  

M a n y  a r e  b a b y  w o r d s :  t u m - t u m ,  p e e - p e e ,  b o o - b o o ‖ .   

( F u n  w i t h  W o r d s :  R e d u p l i c a t i o n  -  T h e  W r i t e A t H o m e  B l o g     

b l o g . w r i t e a t h o m e . c o m / i n d e x . p h p / 2 0 1 3 / 0 5 / r e d u p l i c a t i o n / )  

4 .  S p e l l i n g  o u t  l e t t e r s  o f  a  w o r d  f o r  s p e c i a l  e f f e c t :  ― P r e r  N U N  

s e a  a ys h u n ‖ ,  ― R e j - O i c e … .  r e j - O i c e . ‖  ( 3 6 ) ,  ― D e e  A y  E m  E n ‖  

( d a m n )  ( 1 8 2 ) ,  a n d  h e r e  ― L e t  H e r  B e ‖  ( 4 )  s h o w s  a n  ‗ e x p l o s i v e  

m o o d ‘ .   

5 .  U s e  o f  i t a l i c s  f o r  e m p h a s i s  i n  p a r t  o f  a  s e n t e n c e  o r  a  f u l l  

s e n t e n c e :  ― W h y  s h o u l d  s h e ? ‖ ,  ― A n d  I ‘ m  s o r r y ,  C o l o n e l  

S a b h a p a t h y ,  b u t  I ‘ m  a f r a i d  I ‘ v e  s a i d  m y  s a y , ‖  ( T G S T  2 1  &  

6 3 ) ,  ‗ P o r k e t m u n n y ‘  ( T G S T  1 0 2  &  1 0 5 ;  w i t h o u t  i t a l i c s ,  1 0 7 ) ,  

― A s  i f ! ‖  ( 1 4 9 )  ― e v e r y b o d y‖  ( 1 4 9 ) ,  ― p r o p e r l y ‖  ( 1 5 0 ) ,  ― N e v e r  
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M i n d  H e r  A s  L o n g  A s  Y o u ‘ v e  D o n e  T h e  R i g h t  T h i n g . ‖  ( 1 5 0 ) ,  

― L u c k y  r i c h  b o y  w i t h  p o r k e t m u n n y .  … ‖  ( 1 5 0 ) ,  ― F o r  V D  S e x  

C o m p l a i n t s  c o n t a c t  D r  O .  K .  J o y . ‖  ( 1 5 1 ) ,  ― r e a l  d a d ‖  ( 1 5 1 ) ,  

― S t u r d y ‖  ( 1 5 3 ) .  

B a l v a n n a n a d h a n  ( 2 0 0 7 )  a r g u e s ,  ― I t a l i c s  a r e  u s e d  o r  e m p h a s i s ,  

b u t  a l s o  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  s e c o n d  m e a n i n g  o r  i r o n y  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  a  

w o r d ‖  ( 1 2 6 ) .   

R e j O i c e  i n  t h e  L o - O r d  O r - O r l w a y s  

A n d  a g a i n  I  s a y  r e - j O i c e .  ( 1 5 4 ) ,   

― I  H a t e  M i s s  M i t t e n  a n d  I  T h i n k  H e r  g n i c k e r s  a r e  T O R N . ‖  

( 1 5 6 ) ,  ― S t o r y - w r i t i n g ‖  ( 1 5 7 ) ,   

― W h e n  U l y c s s e s  c a m e  h o m e  h i s  s o n  c a m e  a n d  s a i d  f a t h e r  I  

t h o u g h t  y o u  w o u l d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k ,  m a n y  p r i n c e s  c a m e  a n d  

e a c h  w a n t e d  t o  m a r r y  P e n  L o p e ,  b u t  P e n  L o p e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

m a n  w h o  c a n  s t o o t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t w e l v e  r i n g s  c a n  m a r y  m e .  a n d  

e v e r y o n e  f a i l e d .  a n d  u l y s s e s  c a m e  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  d r e s s e d  l i k e d  

a  b e g g a r  a n d  a s k e d  i f  h e  c o u l d  t r y .  t h e  m e n  l a u g h e d  a t  h i m  

a n d  s a i d  i f  w e  c a n t  d o  i t  y o u  c a n t .  u l y s s e s  s o n  s t o p p e d  t h e m  

a n d  s a i d  l e t  h i m t r y  a n d  h e  t o o k  t h e  b o w  a n d  s h o t  r i g h t  

t h r o u g h  t h e  t w e l v e  r i n g s . ‖  ( 1 5 7 ) ,   

― M a r g i n ?  A n d  j o i n t  h a n d w r i t i n g  i n  f u t u r e ,  p l e a s e ! ‖  ( 1 5 7 ) ,  

― L i t t l e  A m m u ‖  ( 1 5 8 ) ,  ― P a u l  B u n y a n ‖  ( 1 5 9 ) ,   

― I f  I  a m  T a l k i n g  t o  s o m e b o d y ,  y o u  m a y  i n t e r r u p t  m e  o n l y  i f  i t  

i s  v e r y  u r g e n t .  W h e n  y o u  d o ,  p l e a s e  s a y  ‗ E x c u s e  m e ‘ .  I  w i l l  

p u n i s h  y o u  v e r y  s e v e r e l y  i f  y o u  d i s o b e y  t h e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  y o u r  c o r r e c t i o n s . ‖  ( 1 5 8 - 9 ) ,  
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― H a t e d  h e r ‖  ( 1 6 1 ) ,  ― L e f t  l e g ,  r i g h t  l e g ‖  ( 1 6 3 ) ,  ― W e  b e  o f  o n e  

b l o o d ,  y e  a n d  I ‖  ( 1 6 3 ) ,  ― L e n t e m e n t ‖  ( 1 6 6 ) ,  ― S h o p k e e p e r ‘ s  

d a u g h t e r ‖  ( 1 6 7 ) ,  ― t r a i p s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e ‖  ( 1 6 9 ) ,  ― W h a t  

H a p p e n e d  t o  O u r  M a n  o f  t h e  M a s s e s ? ‖  ( 1 7 3 ) ,   

― O h  E s t h a p a p p y c h a c h e n  K u t t a p p e n  P e t e r  M o n .   

W h e r e ,  o h  w h e r e  h a v e  y o u  g o n ? ‖  ( 1 8 2 ) ,   

― W e l c o m e  H o m e ,  O u r  S o p h i e  M o l ‖  ( 1 8 3 ) ,  

― … I s  b e  i n  h e a v e n ?  I s  b e  i n  h e l l ?   

T h a t  d e m m e d e l - u s i v e  E s t h a  – P e n ?  ( 1 8 3 ) ,   

― …  A n t l y  A f t e r n o o n  G n a p ‖  ( 1 8 6 ) ,  ― A r o u n d  n o w … ‖  ( 1 8 7 ) ,  

― H e e a a g h ! ‖  ( 1 8 8 ) ,  ― A n y t h i n g  c a n  h a p p e n  t o  A n y o n e ‖  ( 1 9 4 ) ,  

― G i r l b o y ‖  ( 1 9 5 ) ,   

― A d d  t h e  P e c t i n  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e d  j u i c e .  C o o k  f o r  a  f e w  ( 5 )  

m i n u t e s .   

U s e  a  s t r o n g  f i r e ,  b u r n i n g  h e a v i l y  a l l  a r o u n d .   

A d d  t h e  s u g a r .  C o o k  u n t i l  s h e e t i n g  c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  o b t a i n e d .  

C o o l  s l o w l y .  

H o p e  y o u  w i l l  e n j o y  t h i s  r e c i p e . ‖  ( 1 9 6 ) ,  

― P r e p a r e  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d . ‖  ( 2 0 0 ,  2 0 4 ) ,    

― I f  h e  t o u c h e d  h e r  h e  c o u l d n ‘ t  t a l k  t o  h e r ,  i f  h e  l o v e d  h e r  h e  

c o u l d n ‘ t  l e a v e ,  i f  h e  s p o k e  h e  c o u l d n ‘ t  l i s t e n ,  i f  h e  f o u g h t  h e  

c o u l d n ‘ t  w i n . ‖  ( 2 1 7 ) ,  

― M y  h o u s e ,  m y  p i n e a p p l e ,  m y  p i c k l e . ‖  ( 2 2 5 ) ,  

― …  w a s  n o  E a c h ,  n o  O t h e r . ‖  ( 2 2 5 ) ,   
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― T h e y  a r e  y o u r  b r o t h e r s .  Y o u r  o w n  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d .  P r o m i s e  

m e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n o t  g o  t o  w a r  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  P r o m i s e  m e  

t h a t . ‖  ( 2 3 3 ) ,  

― I  p r o m i s e  y o u  t h i s ,  K a r n a  s a i d  t o  K u n t i .  Y o u  w i l l  a l w a y s  

h a v e  f i v e  s o n s .  Y u d h i s h t r a  I  w i l l  n o t  h a r m .  B h i m a  w i l l  n o t  d i e  

b y  m y  b a n d .  T h e  t w i n s — N a k u l a  a n d  S a h a d e v a — w i l l  g o  

u n t o u c h e d  b y  m e .  B u t  A r j u n a — h i m  I  w i l l  m a k e  n o  p r o m i s e s  

a b o u t .  I  w i l l  k i l l  h i m ,  o r  h e  w i l l  k i l l  m e .  O n e  o f  u s  w i l l  d i e . ‖  

( 2 3 3 - 4 ) ,  

― F i n i s h  y o u r  h o m e w o r k .  E a t  y o u r  e g g .  N o ,  w e  c a n ‘ t  n o t  g o  t o  

s c h o o l . ‖  ( 2 5 0 ) .   

― I  c a n ‘ t  i m a g i n e  w h a t  c a m e  o v e r  m e ,  s h e  w r o t e .  I  c a n  o n l y  p u t  

i t  d o w n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  t r a n q u i l i z e r s .  I  h a d  n o  r i g h t  t o  

b e h a v e  t h e  w a y  I  d i d ,  a n d  w a n t  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  I  a m  a s h a m e d  

a n d  t e r r i b l y ,  t e r r i b l y  s o r r y . ‖  ( 2 6 4 ) ,   

― W o r k  i s  S t r u g g l e .  S t r u g g l e  i s  W o r k . ‖  ( 2 6 8 ) ,  

― A j a n t h a ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,   

― W h e r e v e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a  p o o r  m a n  g o e s ,   

N o  n o  n o  n o  n o  v a c a n c y! ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,  

― O ,  y o u n g  L o c h i n  v a r h a s  s c u m  o u t  o f  t h e  v e s t ,   

T h r o u g h  w a l l  t h e  v i d e  B o r d e r  h i s  t e e d  w a s  t h e  b e s ;  

T a n d  s a v i s s g o o d  b r o a d s o d  h e w e a p o n  s a d n u n ,   

N h e  r o d  a l l  u n a r m e d ,  a n d  h e  r o d  a l  l a l o n e . ‖  ( 2 7 1 ) ,   

― N u t c r a c k e r  S u i t e ‖  ( 2 8 4 ) ,   

― I t  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  P a r t y ‘ s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t a k e  u p  s u c h  m a t t e r s .  
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I n d i v i d u a l ‘ s  i n t e r e s t  i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ‘ s  

i n t e r e s t .   

V i o l a t i n g  P a r t y  D i s c i p l i n e  m e a n s  v i o l a t i n g  P a r t y  U n i t y .   

…  

P r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .   

A n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l a s s  E n e m y .   

C o m p r a d o r  c a p i t a l i s t .   

S p r i n g - t h u n d e r . ‖  ( 2 8 7 ) ,   

― T o m o r r o w ‖  ( 2 8 8 ) ,  ― T h i n g s  w i l l  g e t  w o r s e ‖  ( 2 9 0 ) ,   

― I f  i t  w e r e n ‘ t  f o r  y o u  I  w o u l d  b e  f r e e .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  d u m p e d  

y o u  i n  a n  o r p h a n a g e  t h e  d a y  y o u  w e r e  b o r n .  Y o u ‘ r e  t h e  

m i l l s t o n e s  r o u n d  m y  n e c k ‖  ( 2 9 1 ) ,  ― I  l o v e  y o u  I  l o v e  y o u ‖  ( 2 9 7  

&  2 9 8 ) ,  ― B y e ,  E s t h a .  G o d b l e s s ‖  ( 3 0 0 ) ,  ― S o v i e t  S t o o g e ,  

R u n n i n g  D o g ‖  ( 3 0 1 ) ,  ― P a c k  y o u r  t h i n g s  a n d  l e a v e ‖  ( 3 0 2 ) ,  

― L i t t l e  M a n .  H e  l i v e d  i n  a  c a r a - v a n .  D u m  d u m . ‖  ( 3 1 9 ) ,   

― Q u i c k  p i s s .   

H o t  f o a m  o n  w a r m  s t o n e .   

P o l i c e - p i s s .   

D r o w n e d  a n t s  i n  y e l l o w  b u b b l y .  

D e e p  b r e a t h s . ‖  ( 3 0 7 ) .     

― B u t  t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r ! ‖  ( 3 2 5 ) ,  

― W h e r e  d o  o l d  b i r d s  g o  t o  d i e ?  W h y  d o n ‘ t  d e a d  o n e s  f a l l  l i k e  

s t o n e s  f r o m  t h e  s k y ? ‖  ( 3 2 8 ) ,  
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― T h e r e ‘ s  n o  t i m e  t o  l o s e   

I  h e a r d  h e r  s a y   

C a s h  y o u r  d r e a m s  b e f o r e   

T h e y  s l i p  a w a y   

D y i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e   

L o s e  y o u r  d r e a m s  a n d  y o u   

W i l l  l o s e  y o u r  m i n d . ‖  ( 3 3 2 ) ,  

―  ‗ T o m o r r o w ? ‘  

   ‗ T o m o r r o w . ‘  ‖  ( 3 3 9  &  3 4 0 )  a n d  

― W e  d o  i t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  t o o . ‖  ( 3 4 0 )  

6 .  U s i n g  p h r a s e s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  i . e .  a  p h r a s e  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  a s  a  

f u l l  s e n t e n c e :  ― a  v i a b l e  d i e - a b l e  a g e ‖ ,  ― A  r u s h i n g ,  r o l l i n g ,  

f i s h s w i m i n g  s e n s e ‖  ( 3 ,  3 0 ) .  

7 .  F r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  f a m o u s  w r i t e r s ,  b o o k s  a n d  t h e i r  

c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  c a r t o o n ,  a n d  f i l m s  :  ― T h e  

T e m p e s t  a b r i d g e d  b y  C h a r l e s  a n d  M a r y  L a m b s ‖ ,  ― S yd n e y  

C a r t o n ‖ ,  ― C h a r l e s  D a r n a y‖ ,  ― A  T a l e  o f  T w o  C i t i e s ‖ ,  

― L o c h i n v a r  b y  S i r  W a l t e r  S c o t t ‖  ( 5 9 ,  6 1  &  2 7 1 )  a n d  a  

c a r t o o n  f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  P o p e ye  t h e  S a i l o r  M a n ,  a s :  ― I ‘ m  

P o p e ye  t h e  s a i l o r  m a n  d u m  d u m ‖  ( 9 8 )  a n d  ― J u l i e  A n d r e w s ‖  a s  

i n  F i l m  T h e  S o u n d  o f  M u s i c .   

8 .  W r i t i n g  w o r d s  t o g e t h e r  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  a  s i n g l e  w o r d :  

― Y e s ye s ye s ye s ye s , ‖  ― t h i s w a ya n d t h a t ‖ ,  ― P o r k e t m u n n y ‖ ,  

― O f c o u r s e o f c o u r s e .  O r a n g e l e m o n ?  Le m o n o r a n g e ? ‖ ,  
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― m o o n w a l k e d ‖  ( 5 6 ,  1 0 7  &  1 0 9 ) ,  ― t o w n s p e o p l e ‖  ( 1 7 3 ) ,  

― b r i t t l e w h i t e ‖ ,  a n d  ― s n a k e s k i n ‖  ( 2 0 2 ) .  

9 .  T h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  p a r a d o x e s :  ― T h e  P e s s i m i s t  a n d  t h e  

O p t i m i s t ‖  ( 2 3 8 ) ,   

F a s t  f a s t e r  f e s t  

N e v e r  l e t  i t  r e s t  

U n t i l  t h e  f a s t  i s  f a s t e r .  

A n d  t h e  f a s t e r ‘ s  f e s t  ( 1 0 3 ) .  

1 0 .  P a l i n d r o m e  a t  w o r d  o r  s e n t e n t i a l  l e v e l :  ― A  p a l i n d r o m e  i s  a  

w o r d ,  n u m b e r ,  p h r a s e ,  o r  o t h e r  s e q u e n c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  w h i c h  

r e a d s  t h e  s a m e  b a c k w a r d  a s  f o r w a r d . ‖  E x a m p l e s  a r e  f r o m  t h e  

n o v e l :   

  S T O P … . ‗ P O T S ‘ ,  B E  I N D I A N ,  B Y E  I N D I A N  … .  ‗ N A I D N I  Y U B ,  

N A I D N I  E B ‘  ( 5 8 ) ,  ― e h T  s e r t a n r v d A  f o  e i s u S  l e r r i u q S .  e n O  g n i r p s  

g n i n r o m  e i s u S  l e r r i u q S  e k o w  p u . ‖ ,  ― M a l a y a l a m  a n d  M a d a m  I ‘ m  

A d a m ‖  ( 6 0 ) ,  S a t a n … . n a t a S  ( 6 0 ) ,   

― s s e n e t i l o P , ‖  h e  s a i d .  ― s s e n e t i l o P ,  e c n e i d e b O . ‖   

― y t l a yo L ,  e c n e g i l l e t n I , ‖  R a h e l  s a i d .   

― ys e t r u o C . ‖   

― yc n e i c i f f E . ‖  ( 3 1 3 ) .  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y  u s e s  n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  f o r  h e r  s i m i l e s :  ― H e r  t e a r s  

t r i c k l e d  d o w n  f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e m  a n d  t r e m b l e d  a l o n g  h e r  j a w  l i k e  

r a i n  d r o p s  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  r o o f ‖  ( 5 ) .  

― S h e  i m a g i n e d  h i m  d r o p p i n g  l i k e  a  d a r k  s t a r  o u t  o f  t h e  s k y  t h a t  h e  

h a d  m a d e ‖  ( 6 ) .  
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S h e  a l s o  u s e s  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  o p p o s i t e s  i n  t h i s  n o v e l .  

T h e y  a r e  m a n y ,  l i k e  ― b o t t o m l e s s - b o t t o m f u l  f e e l i n g s ‖  ( 1 0 7 ) ;  

i n v e n t i o n s  l i k e  ― g r e e n m o s s i n g , ‖  ( 1 0 )  ― g e t i n g - o u t e d n e s s , ‖  ( 1 7 2 )  

― S a d - A b o u t - J o e  s i l e n c e ‖  ( 1 7 3 ) ,  ― S t o p p i t e d ‖  ( 1 4 1 ) ,  ―  ‗ M e n ‘ s  N e e d s ‘  

e n t r a n c e , ‖  ( 2 9 5 ) ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  M a l a ya l a m  w o r d s  i n  E n g l i s h  

s p e l l i n g ;  ― A ye m e n e m ‖  ( 1 )  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  C . D .  

N a r a s i m h a i a h  ( 1 9 9 9 )  a s ,  ― t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  

o f  A ye m e n e m ‖  ( 9 7 ) ,  ― M o d a l a l i  M a r i a k u t t y‖  ( 8 2 ) ,  ― A i y y o ‖ ,  

― O r k u n n i l l e y ‖ ,  ― O o w e r ‖  ( 1 2 8 ) ,  ― A i y y o  p a a v a m ‖  ( 1 3 1 ) ,  

― O r k u n n u n d o ‖  ( 1 3 4 ) ,  ― C h a c k o  S a a r  v a n n u ‖  ( 1 7 1 ) ,  ― …  M o l l yk u t t y ,  

L u c k yk u t t y ,  B e e n a  M o l ‖  ( 1 7 2 ) ,  ― S u n d a r i k u t t y ‖  ( 1 7 9 ) ,   

― E s t h a p a p p yc h a c h e n  K u t t a p p e n  P e t e r  M o n ‖  ( 1 8 2 ) ,   

― V e l u t h a p a p p yc h a c h e n  P e t e r  M o n ? ‖  ( 2 1 3 ) ,   

― T h a i y  t h a y  t h a k a  r b a z y  t h a i y  t h o m e ! ‖  …  ― E n d a  d a  k o r a n g a c h a ,  

c h a n d i  i t h r a  t h e n j a d a ? ‖  …  ― P a n d y i l l  t h o o r a n  p o y a p p o l  

n e r a k k a m a t h i r i  n e r a n g i  n j a n . ‖  ( 1 9 6 ) ,   

― P a  p e r a - p e r a - p e r a - p e r a k k a ,   

E n d e p a r a m b i l  t h o o r a l l e y    

C h e t e n d e p a r a m b i l  t h o o r i k k o .   

P a  p e r a - p e m - p e r a - p e r a k k a . ‖  ( 2 0 6 ) ,   

― A i y y o ,  M o n !  M o l ! ‖  ( 2 0 8 ) ,  ― M o l ‖  a n d  ― M o n ‖ ,   

― P a n d o r u  m u k k u v a n  m u t h i n u p o y i ,  …  

P a d i n j a r a n  k a t a r b u  m u n g i p o y i , …  

A r a ya t h i  p e n n u  p i z h a c h u  p o y i , … ‖  ( 2 1 9 - 2 2 0 )  
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― E s t h a p a p p y c h a c h e n  K u t t a p p e n  P e t e r  M o n ‖  ( 2 2 7 ) ,  ― K o c h u ‖ ,  

― V e l l ya ‖  ( 2 2 8 ) ,  ― a d d e h a m ‖  ( 2 7 0 ) ,  ― A l l a y  e d i ‖  ( 2 7 8 ) ,  ― M a d i y o ? . . .  

M a d i  a a y i r i k k u m ‖  ( 3 1 0 ) ,  ― R o m b o  m a d u r a m ‖  ( 3 2 3 ) ,  ― C h a p p u  

T h a m b u r a n ‖  ( 3 3 9 ) ,  a n d  ― N a a l e y‖  ( 3 4 0 ) .   

T h e  a b o v e  e x a m p l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  n a r r a t o r ‘ s  b o l d  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  

a n d  h e r  b o l d  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  s u i t s  h e r  t h e m a t i c  d e s i g n  o f  p o w e r  

g a m e .  M o s t  o f t e n ,  t h e  s i m i l e s  e x h i b i t  a  k e e n  s e n s e  o f  h u m o u r .  O n e  

e x a m p l e  i s :  L e n i n ,  K . N . M .  P i l l a i ‘ s  s o n ,  d r e s s e d  i n  ye l l o w  s h i r t  a n d  

b l a c k  s h o r t s  i s  c o m p a r e d  t o  a  t a x i :  ― d r e s s e d  l i k e  a  t a x i . ‖  C o m p a r i n g  

L e n i n  w i t h  t a x i  i s  a l s o  m e a n t  t o  d e g r a d e  h yp o c r i t e  P i l l a i  i n  t h e  e ye s  

o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  T h e  s e c o n d  o n e  s e r v e s  a s  l a n g u a g e  o f  p r o t e s t  t o o :  

― B a b y  K o c h a m m a  r o s e  b e t w e e n  t h e m  l i k e  a  h i l l ‖  ( 2 3 ) .  

I n  r e n d e r i n g  E s t h a  a n d  R a h e l ‘ s  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  

a s s e r t  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  l a n g u a g e ,  s h e  h a s  t e l e s c o p e d  

w o r d s  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  e m p o w e r s  b o t h  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  o w n  s e l f  

e s t e e m  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  d e m e a n i n g  i n  t h e  A ye m e n e m  

H o u s e ,  s p e c i a l l y  b y  B a b y  K o c h a m m a  a n d  C h a c k o .  T h e  t w i n s  w a n t  t o  

s h o w  t h e m  t h e i r  o w n  s k i l l  i n  l a n g u a g e .  E x a m p l e s  a r e :  

s u d d e n s h u d d e r ,  f u r r y w h i r r i n g ,  s a r i f l a p p i n g ,  s l i p p e r o i l y ,  ― V e r r r r y  

s w e e t ‖  ( 3 2 3 )  e t c .  A d d i n g  t o  t h e s e  R o y  e x c h a n g e d  s y l l a b l e s  b e t w e e n  

t h e m ,  a s ;  r e d l y  d e a d  e t c .  F u r t h e r ,  s h e  u s e d  t o  s p l i t  t h e m  a p a r t ;  L a y  

T e r ,  B a r  N o w l  e t c .  a n d  c o i n e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  n e w  w o r d s ,  a s ;  

h o s t l i n g ,  s t o p p i t e d ,  b u r s t y  e t c .  W i t h  t h e  o n s e t  a n d  c o d a  i n  m o d e r n  

l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  e m p h a s i s  w a s  

p l a c e d  o n  t h e  s p o k e n  f o r m  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h i s  n e w  i n s i g h t  

i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  l a n g u a g e  c a m e  t o  d e v e l o p .   

L a n g u a g e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  s t u d i e d  a s  a n  u n c h a n g i n g ,  w h o l l y  a b s o l u t e  

p h e n o m e n o n .  T o d a y  s t r e s s  i s  p u t  o n  t h e  c h a n g i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  

w e l l .  A s  t h e  s p o k e n  a s  w e l l  a s  w r i t t e n  f o r m  o f  l a n g u a g e  c a m e  t o  b e  

e m p h a s i z e d ,  a n d  i n s i g h t s  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  
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c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s p o k e n  o r  w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e ;  t h e  r o l e  o f  

c h a n g e  i n  l a n g u a g e  c a m e  t o  r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n .  A s  i n  

T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  L i t t l e  L a t h a  s a i d ,  ― m yd e a r j u d g e s  

a n d … … ‖  s h e  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a t  t h e  i m a g i n a r y  a u d i e n c e  c r o w d e d  i n t o  

t h e  s m a l l ,  h o t  r o o m ,  ‗ b e l o v e d  f r i e n d s . ‘  S h e  p a u s e d  t h e a t r i c a l l y .  …  

S h e  s w a ye d  s l i g h t l y  a s  s h e  s p o k e .  ( T G S T  2 7 1 ) ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  s p o k e n  

f o r m  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  c h a n g e  i n  l a n g u a g e  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d .   

T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  a  s e e m i n g l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  s o n  o f  C o m r a d e  K . N . M .  

P i l l a i ,  L e n i n ,  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  ‗ t h e  r o l e  o f  c h a n g e  i n  l a n g u a g e ‘  a s  

i n  s h o u t i n g  t h e  w h o l e  o f  M a r k  A n t o n y‘ s  s p e e c h  a n d  m o s t  o f  

‗ L o c h i n v a r ‘  e a r l i e r ;  

 ‗ l e n d  m e  y a w Y E R S ; ‘ … …  

 ‗ I  c o m e t o b e r r y  C a e s e r ,  n o t  t o  p r a i s e  h i m .  

 T h e e v i l  t h a t  m e n d o  l i v e s  a f t e r  t h e m ,  

 T h e  g o o d i s o f t  i n t e r r e d  w i t h  t h e i r  b o n e s ; ‘  ( T G S T  2 7 4 )  

L e n i n  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e s e  w o r d s  f l u e n t l y ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  

h e s i t a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  h e  w a s  o n l y  s i x  a n d  d i d n ‘ t  u n d e r s t a n d  a  w o r d  o f  

w h a t  h e  w a s  s a y i n g .  

I n  t h e  s a m e  c o n t e x t  É m i l i e n n e  B a n e t h - N o u a i l h e t a s  ( 2 0 0 2 )  i s  

r i g h t  i n  h e r  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  a b o v e  e x a m p l e  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  

T h i n g s :  

I n d e e d ,  m e m o r i z i n g  a n d  r e c i t i n g  a r e  v a l u e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  

l i t t l e  w o r l d  o f  A y e m e n e m .  F o r  s o m e ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  

q u i t e  c l e a r - c u t ,  a n d  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e v o k e d :  ‗ C o m r a d e ‘  

P i l l a i ‘ s  m a s t e r y  o f  s l o g a n s  e v i n c e s  h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ;  

B a b y  K o c h a m m a ‘ s  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t e a c h i n g  t h e  t w i n s  c a n o n i c a l  

E n g l i s h  t e x t s  o r  p r a ye r s ,  a s  t h e  o n e  t h e y  r e h e a r s e  f o r  S o p h i e  
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M o l ‘ s  r i d e  t o  A y e m e n e m  –  w i t h  p e r f e c t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  … .  

r e v e a l s  a  ye a r n i n g  f o r  E n g l i s h n e s s .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  a s  i n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i ‘ s  n i e c e  a n d  s o n ‘ s  r e c i t a t i o n s ,  t h e  

E n g l i s h  t e x t  s t a n d s  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o w e r  a n d  m e m o r i z a t i o n  

f o r  a  s u b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  p o w e r .  T o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  C h a c k o  

s h a r e s  t h e  s a m e  a t t i t u d e ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  d o e s  

n o t  r e c o g n i z e  a n y  o f  h i s  o w n  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  w o o d e n ,  a c c e n t e d  

r e c i t a t i o n  o f  ‗ L o c h i n v a r ‘  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  h i m .  ( 1 5 2 )  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y‘ s  l a n g u a g e - g a m e s  a r e  p e r h a p s  h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  

l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e .  I t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o e t i c  s p e c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  n o v e l  

u n d e r  s t u d y ,  w h e r e  R o y  p l a ys  w i t h  g r a m m a r .  H e n c e ,  c h a p t e r  t e n  o f  

T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  ‗ T h e  R i v e r  i n  t h e  B o a t ‘  h a s  b e c o m e  

d e n s e l y  p o e t i c .  R o y  h a s  d e p i c t e d :  ― A  g r a y  o l d  b o a t p l a n t  w i t h  

b o a t f l o w e r s  a n d  b o a t f r u i t .  A n d  u n d e r n e a t h ,  a  b o a t - s h a p e d  p a t c h  o f  

w i t h e r e d  g r a s s .  A  s c u r r y i n g ,  h u r r y i n g  b o a t w o r l d ‖  ( 2 0 2 ) .  T h e s e  

r e p e t i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  n o t i c e d  a n d  a n a l ys e d  b y  R i c h a r d  J .  La n e ,  a s :  

R e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  ‗ b o a t ‘  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  f u n c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  

a  p r o c e s s  o f  a c c u m u l a t i o n  a n d  a m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  

c o m p o u n d  w o r d s  o f  ‗ b o a t p l a n t ‘ ,  ‗ b o a t f l o w e r s ‘  a n d  ‗ b o a t f r u i t ‘ .   

R e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  ‗ W h i t e ‘  l e a d s  t o  v a r i a t i o n  o n  a  t h e m e ,  

c l i m a x i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  d a r k n e s s  p r e s e r v e s  t h e  

o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  h i d d e n  b o a t w o r l d ,  w h e r e a s  l i g h t  b l e a c h e s  a n d  

d e s t r o ys  i t  ( f o r e s h a d o w i n g  t h e  c o m i n g  t o  l i g h t  o f  A m m u ‘ s  a n d  

V e l u t h a ‘ s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ) .  . .  .   

T h e  b o a t  h a s  ‗ a l m o s t ‘  t a k e n  r o o t ,  a n d  t h i s  s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  i t  i s  

s t i l l  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t o t a l  d e a t h  a n d  d e c a y ,  t h a t  i t  

s t i l l  h a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t o  i t s  f u l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  

l i f e  ( T P N  1 0 6 ) .  

― L a n g u a g e , ‖  s a ys  R o y  ― i s  t h e  s k i n  o n  m y  t h o u g h t ‖ .  S h e  e x p l a i n s  

f u r t h e r :  ― A s  a  w r i t e r ,  o n e  s p e n d s  a  l i f e t i m e  j o u r n e y i n g  i n t o  t h e  
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h e a r t  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  t r y i n g  t o  m i n i m i z e ,  i f  n o t  e l i m i n a t e ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

b e t w e e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t h o u g h t ‖  ( P P  1 5 2 ) .  M i n i m u m  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h o u g h t  a n d  i t s  m a t c h i n g  e x p r e s s i o n ,  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  w o r k .  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  h a s  a c h i e v e d  t h a t  n e a r  p e r f e c t l y  i n  

T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s .  T h e  p o w e r  g a m e ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  

r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  i t s  a p t  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  l a n g u a g e  h a s  b e e n  p r a i s e d  

b y  a l l  o v e r  t h e  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  w o r l d .  C r i t i c s  s p e a k  o f  M i l t o n ‘ s  

P a r a d i s e  L o s t  a s  a  g r a n d  t h e m e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  g r a n d  s t y l e .  I n  t h i s  

n o v e l ,  t h e  ‗ l o s t  p a r a d i s e ‘  i s  s i m i l a r l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  m a s t e r l y  s t y l e .  

M a n y  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  n o v e l i s t s  h a v e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  E n g l i s h  

l a n g u a g e .  B u t  n o  o n e  h a s  s u r p a s s e d  R o y‘ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s .  
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Chapter  3  

Oppres sor  S tr i kes  Back:   

Arav ind  Adiga ’s  The  Whi t e  T iger  

 

 

T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  i s  t h e  d e b u t  n o v e l  o f  A r a v i n d  A d i g a  f o r  w h i c h  h e  

h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t h e  4 0 t h  M a n  B o o k e r  P r i z e  i n  t h e  s a m e  ye a r  o f  i t s  

p u b l i c a t i o n .  A d i g a  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  n o v e l i s t  f r o m  I n d i a ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  e a r n  t h i s  p r i z e .  A p a r t  f r o m  h i m  S a l m a n  R u s h d i e ,  A r u n d h a t i  

R o y ,  a n d  K i r a n  D e s a i  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t h e  B o o k e r  P r i z e .  T h e  

l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  A d i g a  i n c l u d e s ;  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  

B e t w e e n  t h e  A s s a s s i n a t i o n s  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  ( 2 0 1 1 ) ,  a n d  

S e l e c t i o n  D a y  ( 2 0 1 6 ) .  H e  i s  k n o w n  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w  i d e a s  i n  

I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  n o v e l .  M a r c e l a  V a l d e s  ( 2 0 1 1 )  s p e a k s  o n  A d i g a :   

A d i g a  k n o w s  e c o n o m i c s  w e l l ,  s h o u l d  c o m e  a s  n o  s u r p r i s e .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  w o r k e d  a s  a  f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  T i m e  

m a g a z i n e  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  n o v e l ,  ‗ T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r , ‘  

r e v e l e d  i n  t h e  d a r k e r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a  w o r l d  t u r n e d  f l a t .  T h e  

s t o r y  d e s c r i b e d  a  s e r v a n t  s e d u c e d  b y  v i s i o n s  o f  w e a l t h  w h o  

m u r d e r s  h i s  w a y  o u t  o f  p o v e r t y .  I t  w a s  a s  p o p u l a r  a s  i t  w a s  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  i n  B r i t a i n  i t  c a p t u r e d  t h e  M a n  

B o o k e r  P r i z e  ( 1 ) .   

T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  e x a m i n e s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n  I n d i a .  H e  h a s  w r i t t e n  f o r  m a n y  m a g a z i n e s  t o o ;  F i n a n c i a l  T i m e s ,  

M o n e y ,  a n d  T i m e .  A d i g a ‘ s  i d e a s  a r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  l i t e r a t u r e ;  b u t  o n e  

o f  t h e  s h a p i n g  s p i r i t s  i s  e c o n o m i c s ,  w h i c h  p l a ys  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  t h e  

I n d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a  b a c k w a r d  s t a t e  l i k e  B i h a r .  S e c o n d l y ,  
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t h e  f e u d a l  m i n d s e t ,  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  i s  a l s o  v e r y  m u c h  

i n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  d a y  t o  d a y  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  B i h a r .    

E l e n  T u r n e r  ( 2 0 1 2 )  c o n t e x t u a l i z e s  A d i g a  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  F i c t i o n .  H e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i k e s  o f  A s h o k  i n  t h e  n o v e l :  

M u c h  o f  t h i s  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d ,  u r b a n ,  

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  e l i t e .  C h a r a c t e r s  a r e  m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  w i t h  

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  m o b i l i t y ,  f r o m  s e c t i o n s  o f  

s o c i e t y  b e n e f i t i n g  f r o m  t h e  e c o n o m i c  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  b e g a n  

i n  I n d i a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s .  S o m e  a r e  s e t  i n  I n d i a ' s  p r e m i e r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  f i c t i o n a l i z e d  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e m ,  o r  

i n  w h a t  a r e  c o l l e c t i v e l y  k n o w n  a s  I T  e n a b l e d  w o r k p l a c e s  —  

c a l l  c e n t r e s ,  b a n k s ,  o r  b u s i n e s s  p r o c e s s  o u t s o u r c i n g  

c o m p a n i e s  ( B P O s ) .  C h a r a c t e r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  yo u n g  a n d  g r a p p l e  

w i t h  s o m e  k i n d  o f  i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  t h e  ― c l a s h ‖  

o f  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i f e  ( 1 ) .     

O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  I n d i a  w i t n e s s e s  t h e  m u s h r o o m i n g  o f  h i g h  p a l a t i a l  

b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  m a y r e p r e s e n t  I n d i a ‘ s  m o d e r n  a n d  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t ;  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  o f  

I n d i a ,  w h i c h  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  f r o m  

w h a t  B a l r a m  H a l w a i  s a ys :  ― … a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  I n d i a  i s  u n d e r g o i n g  

g r e a t  c h a n g e s  a n d ,  w i t h  C h i n a ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  i n h e r i t  t h e  w o r l d  f r o m  

t h e  W e s t ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w r i t e r s  l i k e  m e  t r y  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

b r u t a l  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  I n d i a n  S o c i e t y .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I  a m  t r y i n g  t o  d o -  

i t  i s  n o t  a n  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p r o c e s s  o f  

s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n ‖  ( 1 0 ) ,  w r i t e s  P e t e r  R o b i n s  i n  h i s  r e v i e w .  

A r a v i n d  A d i g a  e x p o s e s  m a n y  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y .  B a l r a m ,  

t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  i s  b y  h i s  p l i g h t  i s  f o r c e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y .  H e  k i l l s  
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h i s  m a s t e r  i n  c o l d  b l o o d  o n l y  b e c a u s e  h e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  w i l l  

n e v e r  s u s p e c t  h i m .  R . K .  D h a w a n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s i m i l a r  r e a l i t y  i n  h i s  

e d i t e d  b o o k ,  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  ‗ T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‘ :  A  S y m p o s i u m  o f  

C r i t i c a l  R e s p o n s e  ( 2 0 1 1 )  w h e n  h e  p o i n t s  o u t  ― …  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  i s  

w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  l o o p h o l e s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  In d i a ‖  ( 1 3 ) .  I n  f a c t ,  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  p r e s e n t s  s p e c t a c l e  t o  t h e  

r e a d e r s ,  a  t h e a t r e  h o u s e  t h a t  e x h i b i t s  t h e  s p o r t s  o f  l i f e  p l a ye d  i n  

b o t h  l i g h t  a n d  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  d a r k n e s s  c r a v e s  t o  g e t  t h e  t o u c h  o f  

s u n s h i n e .  T h e  d e s t i t u t e  p r o t a g o n i s t  B a l r a m ,  o n c e  c a l l e d  M u n n a ,  a  

s ym b o l  o f  s m a l l n e s s ,  h a s  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  w h i t e  t i g e r - t h e  r a r e s t  

c r e a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y .  O n c e  a  s e r v a n t ,  a l w a ys  a  s e r v a n t  i s  t h e  s a y i n g  

t h a t  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h i s  g r o w i n g  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  n o v e l .  T h e  

f a m i l y  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  M u n n a  i s  b o r n ,  t h e  d a r k  s o c i e t y  t h a t  n u r t u r e s  

h i m ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  S t o r k  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  r u l e s  o v e r  h i m ,  c a n n o t  

c o n f i n e  h i s  f r e e  a n d  f e a r l e s s  s p i r i t  t o  g r a b  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  p o w e r  o f  

a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  T h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n c e p t  o f  m a r g i n a l i t y  h a s  i t s  

d e p i c t i o n  i n  t h e  t e x t s  w h i c h  f i n d s  m u c h  o f  i t s  r e a l i t y  i n  A r a v i n d  

A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r .  A s  S a m u e l  M i s s a l  ( 2 0 1 5 )  p o i n t s  ou t ,  

―M ar g in a l i t y  i s  a  ub iq u i t ou s  t e rm  i n  po s t co lo n i a l  t ex t s .  O f t en  s een  as  

t h e  o u t com e  o f  co lo n i a l  s ub or d i n a t i on  i n  t e r m  o f  r a ce ,  c l a s s ,  e th n i c i t y  

o r  gend e r ,  t h e  m a r g i n a l  c r i t i qu es  t h e  im p er i a l  c en t r e . ‖  ( 1 )   

T h e  ex p re s s io n  l i ke  ―T h e  Ro os t e r  Co o p‖ ,  wh i ch  h as  co m e  s ev e r a l  

t im es  in  t h e  n ov e l ,  f i n ds  ap t  j u s t i f i ca t i on  in  t h e  p re s en t  d ay In d i an  

s o c i e t y an d  cu l tu r e .  As  N i l an sh u  K umar  A ga r w al  ( 20 13 )  s a ys :   

T h i s  ro os t e r  coo p  i s  t h e  ro o t  c au s e  o f  p e rp e t u a l  s e r v i tu d e  fo r  

m i l l i on s  o f  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  co un t r y.  Wh y d o es  th e  ro os t e r  co op  

w o r k?  I t  i s  t h e  s l av i s h ,  no n - en t e r p r i s in g  n a tu r e  o f  t he  p o or  

w h ich  m ak es  t h e  coo p  wo r k .  Th e y d o  no t  wan t  t o  b r eak  t he  co op  

a s  t he r e  i s  n o  en t r ep r en eu rs h i p  i n  t h em ‖  ( 72 ) .   
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T h e  v i c t i ms  o f  c ru e l  an d  v io l en t  ru l e  an d  t h e  s u f f e r e r s  o f  

d om in an t  p ow er  hav e  los t  t he  con sc i ou sn es s  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  v o i ce s  

aga i ns t  t h e  o p pr es so r s .  Th e  In d i an  E n g l i sh  l i t e r a t u re  h a s  man y 

n o ve l i s t s  ad d re s s ing  t h i s  s emi n a l  b u t  n eg l ec t ed  i s su e  o f  o u r  so c i e t y.  

Fo r  ex am pl e ,  M ulk  R a j  An an d  ea rn ed  s p ec i a l t y  i n  t h e  s ub j ec t  wh e n  h e  

d e f end ed  h i s  ch a r ac t e r s  g i v in g  t h em  t h e  v o i ce  o f  w a i l i n g ,  su f f e r i ng  

an d  a r ro gan ce .  A ru n dh a t i  Ro y h a s  r eb uk ed  o p en l y t h e  co l on i s e r  

t h ro u gh  h e r  po w er fu l  n a r r a t i v e  s t yl e  an d  em bo ss i n g  im ag i n a t i on .  No w 

co m es  A r av in d  Adi ga  w i t h  a  p l aus i b l e  so lu t io n  t o  t h e  p r o b l em  b y 

g i v in g  s h ap e  t o  t h e  r ev o l u t i on a r y  ch a r ac t e r  c a l l ed  Ba l r am — t he  w h i t e  

t i ge r .   

F r an tz  Fano n ,  t h e  t h in k er  an d  p h i l os op h e r ,  ex p l a i ns  h i s  v i ew  o f  

t h e  h e r o  w h en  h e  a r gu es  in  h i s  Th e  Wr e t ched  o f  t h e  Ea r th  ( 19 63 ) .  I t  i s  

e s s en t i a l  t o  a l l ow  v io l en ce  to  i n i t i a t e  b r i n g in g  r e f o r m  t o  l an gu age ,  

r h e t o r i c ,  t h e  s t ru c tu r e  o f  cu l t u r e ,  and  a l so  t h e  gov e rn m en t  s o  th a t  t h e  

m a r g in a l i s ed  an d  v i c t imi s ed  m ay en j oy  p o l i t i c a l  au t on om y;  Fan o n  i s  

o f  t he  v i ew :  

…  n at io n a l  l i b e r a t i on ,  na t i on a l  r en a i s s an ce ,  t he  r e s t o r a t io n  o f  

n a t io nh oo d  t o  t h e  p eop l e ,  comm on w ea l t h :  w h a t ev e r  m a y b e  t he  

h ead i n g  us ed  o r  t he  n ew  f o rmu l as  i n t r o du ced ,  d eco l on iza t i on  i s  

a l w ays  a  v i o l en t  phen om eno n  (3 5 ) .   

T h e  s h ap i n g  a t mo sp h e r e  a ro un d  Ba l r am  c rea t es  t h e  b l ank e t  o f  

d a r kn ess  wh i ch  h as  b een  su f f oca t in g  h im  s in ce  l on g .  H e  i s  su b j ec t ed  

t o  so  man y d i s m a l  an d  h umi l i a t i n g  ac t i on s  and  s i t u a t i on s .  F r equ en t l y,  

h i s  em ot i o ns  a r e  su p pr e s s ed ;  h i s  eye s  h av e  r ece i ved  t he  p a th e t i c  and  

d ep l o r ab l e  co n t ou r ,  sh ap e ,  s i z e  and  ge s t u r e  o f  h i s  f a t he r ,  wh o  i s  a  

t r ue  emb od i m en t  o f  d ep r i v a t i on ,  h a r d sh ip ,  m al nu t r i t i o n ,  and ,  t h e  

w o rs t  o f  a l l ,  an  ob j ec t  o f  h umi l i a t i on .  A d i ga  app l i es  h i s  c r ea t i v i t y  i n  

u s i n g  me t ap ho r  t o  d r iv e  hom e  th e  f ac t  o f  t h e  po v er t y - s t r i ck en  p eop le .  

T h i s  l i t e r a r y d ev i ce  i s  u s ed  to  as so c i a t e  t h i s  f a c t  wi th  t h e  ph ys i ca l  
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p r op e r t i e s .  As  M ar t in  Gr a y i n  A Di c t io n ar y  o f  L i t er ar y  T er m s  ( 19 85)  

s a ys  ―A  m e t ap ho r  go es  f u r t h e r  t h an  a  co mp a r i so n  b e tw een  t wo  

d i f f e r en t  t h i n gs  o r  i d eas  b y f u s i n g  t h em  t o ge t h e r :  on e  t h in g  d es c r i b ed  

a s  b e in g  an o th e r  t h in g ,  t hu s  ‗c a r r yi n g  o v e r ;  a l l  a s s o c i a t io n‖  ( 12 1) .  

Ba l r am ‘ s  con s c i ous  o f  t h e  d e f o r m i t y  i n  h i m  w h en  h e  m akes  a  con t r as t  

o f  t h i s  p a th e t i c  p i c t u re  o f  h i s  f a th e r  by  p u t t i n g  th e  p i c tu re  o f  an y r i ch  

p e r so n  b y h i s  s i de .  T o  q uo t e  t he  t ex t :  

A  r i ch  m an ‘s  bo d y i s  l i k e  a  p remi um co t to n  p i l l o w,  wh i t e  and  

s o f t  and  b l ank .  Ou r s  a r e  d i f f e r en t .  M y f a t h e r ' s  sp in e  w as  a  

k n o t t ed  r o pe ,  t h e  k i nd  th a t  w om en  u se  i n  v i l l age s  t o  p u l l  w a t e r  

f r om  w el l s ;  t h e  c l av i c l e  cu rv ed  a ro und  h i s  neck  in  h i gh  r e l i e f ,  

l i k e  a  do g ' s  co l l a r ;  cu t s  an d  n i cks  an d  s ca r s ,  l i ke  l i t t l e  w h ip  

m ark s  in  h i s  f l e sh ,  r an  d ow n  h i s  ch e s t  an d  w ai s t ,  r e ach i n g  d o w n 

b e lo w  h i s  h ip  bo n es  in to  h i s  bu t to cks .  T h e  s to r y o f  a  p oor  m an 's  

l i f e  i s  w r i t t en  on  h i s  bo d y,  i n  a  s h a rp  p en  ( 26 - 27 ) .  

In  t h e  ab ov e  p as sage ,  t h e r e  a r e  r e fe r en ces  o f  s i mi l e  an d  m et ap ho r ,  

w h ich  a r e  us ed  to  s ho w  t h e  r ea l  i m age  o f  t h e  gap  be tw een  th e  h av es  

an d  h av e - no t s .  The  ex pr e s s i on s  ‗b od y i s  l i k e  a  p r em ium  co t t on  

p i l l o w,  wh i t e  and  so f t  and  b l an k‘  ‗ l i ke  a  do g‘ s  co l l a r ‘  ‗ cu t s  an d  n i cks  

an d  s ca r s ,  l i k e  l i t t l e  w h i p  m ar ks  i n  h i s  f l e sh ‘  a r e  ex ample s  o f  s imi l e .  

‗ M y f a t h e r ‘ s  s p i n e  w as  a  k no t t ed  ro pe ‘  i s  t h e  m et aph or  t h a t  s up p l i es  

t h e  p a t h e t i c  p i c t u re  o f  h a rd sh i p  as  we l l  a s  a  h id d en  s ens e  o f  an ge r  i n  

Ba l r am  fo r  t h e  p l i gh t  o f  h i s  f a th e r .   

 A d i ga  ha s  u s ed  so  m an y In d i an  w or d s  an d  s l an gs  t o  g i v e  a  

g r ap h i c  t o u ch  t o  In d i an  s en s i b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  n ov e l .  Th e  ex p r e s s i on  l i ke  

―Wh at  a  f u ck i n g  jo k e‖  to  sh o w  an ge r ,  t h e  l an guage  o f  h i gh  c l as s  

In d i an  so c i e t y ―Ba s t a r d ‖ ,  S i s t e r  Fu cke r ‖ ,  ―d on k ey‖ ,  ―C ou n t r y M o us e‖  

e t c .  sh ow  th e  adm in i s t r a t i o n  o f  r ud e  p o w er  i mp os ed  on  t h e  lo w  c l as s  

p eop l e  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  l ow  e s t eem  in  w h i ch  th e y  a r e  t r e a t ed  b y t h e  

r i ch .  T h e  l an gu age  u sed  b y t h e  r i ch  an d  p ow er fu l  h as  t o  i n d i ca t e  t he  
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v o i ce  o f  h yp o c r i sy ,  c r u e l t y  an d  du p l i c i t y .  T h e  s t and a r d  o f  t h e  

l an gu age  u s ed  b y s o p h i s t i c a t ed  an d  po w er fu l  c l a s s  ha s  n o  r ega rd  fo r  

t ho s e  enum er ab l e  m ass ,  wh o  h as  b een  su b j ec t ed  t o  n o th in gn ess  an d  

v o i d .  Wh o  can  b e  b l am ed  f o r  Mu nn a ,  w h os e  mi nd  i s  a  t ab u l a  ra sa ,  o n  

w h ich  som et h i n g  i s  b e i n g  en gr aved  ab ou t  o u r  s o  ca l l ed  ad van c i n g  

In d i an  s oc i e t y?  Us h a  Ban d e  (2 01 9 )  d e s c r ib e s  t he  sha r p  min d  o f  

M un n a :  

M un n a  to  h i s  p a r en t s  b ecom es  Ba l r am  i n  s ch oo l ;  h i s  qu i ck n ess  

ea r n s  h i m  th e  ep i t h e t  ‗Whi t e  T i ge r ‘  f r om  a  p l eas ed  s choo l  

In s p ec t o r ,  wh o  s ee s  i n  h im  a  r a r e  s p ec i es  i n  ‗ t h e  j un g l e ‘  o f  

i d i o t s  (9 ) .   

A d d i t i o na l l y,  i t  i s  w r on g  w h en  r ev i ew er s  an d  c r i t i c s ,  c a l l  

Ba l r am  a  c r im in a l ,  cu l p r i t ,  v i l l a i n ,  an d  wh a t  no t .  In  f a c t ,  t h i s  

ch a r ac t e r  h as  t o  r ep r e s en t  t h e  l o w  c l as s  p eo p l e  o f  o u r  soc i e t y w h o  a re  

b e in g  co nd i t i on ed  b y ex p os ur e  o f  h i gh  s t and a rd  o f  l i f e  s t yl e ,  m ak i ng  

an  i n ro ad  t h ro u gh  p ow er fu l  m ed i a .  T h e  op pr e s s i v e  m echan i sm  o f  

s o c i e t y c r ea t es  t em pt a t io n  i n  t h e  op p r es sed  to  ge t  mix ed  wi t h  th e  

t em pt a t io n  o f  v io l en ce .  As  As h i s h  N and y ( 1 9 86 )  com m ent s :  

T h e  t em pt a t io n  i s  t o  us e  a  ps ych o l o g ica l  m ech an i sm m or e  

co n gr u en t  wi th  t h e  b a s i c  ru l e s  o f  t h e  op p r es s iv e  s ys t em  so  a s  t o  

h av e  a  b e t t e r  s cop e  t o  ex p r es s  on e‘ s  aggr e s s iv e  d r i ve s .  T he  

t em pt a t io n  i s  t o  eq u a l  o n e ‘s  t o r m en to r s  i n  v io l en ce  an d  to  

r ega i n  on e ‘s  s e l f - es t eem  as  a  com p et i t o r  wi t h in  t he  s am e s ys t em 

( 3 54 ) .  

T h i s  i s  c l ea r  wh en  t h e  s on  o f  a  r i cks haw  p u l l e r  s t r u gg l es  h a r d  to  p i ck  

u p  t h e  o ccup a t io n  o f  a  d r i v e r  wh o  ava i l s  t h e  o pp o r tu n i ty  o f  s e r v in g  

t h e  a r i s t o c ra t  m as t e r .  T h e  d i sm al  s i t u a t i on  d r iv e s  h im t o  ca t ch - up  

w i t h  t h e  g l am ou r  o f  t h e  c i t y .  In i t i a l l y ,  Ba l r am  i s  i n no cen t  an d  qu i t e  

f r e e  f ro m  th e  t wi s t s  an d  t u r ns  o f  t o wns  and  c i t i e s .  T h e  u s e  o f  
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m et aph o r  ‗ r aw ‘  i n  t h e  fo l l o wi n g  l i n e  s u gges t s  h i s  pu r i t y :  ―H e‘s  r aw 

f r om  t he  v i l l age ,  s t i l l  pu r e .  Le t  c i t y  l i f e  co r r up t  h im  f i r s t ‖  ( 1 4 8) .  Hi s  

a s so c i a t io n  wi t h  t he  o th e r  c i t y  d r i v e r s ,  t r a i ns  h i m  t o  b e  t empt ed  b y  

d i f f e r en t  s o r t s  o f  m i s deeds  l i k e  t h e f t ,  b r i b e ,  p e r mis s i ve  s ex  an d  so  

o n .  Th e  l an gu age  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a t t i t ud e ,  an d  to  h ave  t h e  p r o p e r  a t t i t ude  

o n e  p i ck s  u p  i n  a  p r o f es s i on  i s  t h e  sec r e t  beh i nd  su cce ss .  Ba l r am  h as  

t o  p r ov e  h i s  wo r t h  an d  fo r  t h a t  m at t e r  h e  m us t  ado p t  su ch  an  a t t i t ud e  

o f  l an gu age ,  i f  h e  w an t s  t o  su rv iv e  in  t he  M et r o  cu l tu re .  H e r e ,  h e  i s  

b e in g  t r a i n ed  b y a  p r o f es s io n a l  d r iv e r :   

I t ‘ s  n o t  eno u gh  t o  d r iv e .  Y ou ‘v e  go t  t o  b eco me  a  dr i ve r .  Y o u ‘ve  

go t  t o  ge t  t h e  r i gh t  a t t i t ud e ,  un d er s t and?  A n yo n e  t r i e s  t o  

o v e r t ak e  yo u  o n  th e  ro ad ,  d o  th i s ‘  -  h e  c l en ch ed  h i s  f i s t  and  

s ho ok  i t  –  ‗ and  ca l l  h im  a  s i s t e r - f ucke r  a  f ew  t im es .  T h e  r o ad  i s  

a  j u n gl e ,  ge t  i t ?  A  go o d  d r i v e r  m us t  ro a r  t o  ge t  ahead  on  i t  ( 57 ) .  

T h e  us e  o f  b ad  wo r ds  and  ca l l i n g  nam es  to  o t h e r s  s ho w s  p ow er  o r  

ad min i s t r a t i o n .  One  b ecom es  m o re  po w er fu l  i f  on e  us es  su ch  w or ds  

f r eq uen t l y,  o n l y t o  ch a l l en ge  t h e  au th o r i t y  o f  e s t ab l i shed  no rm s  o f  

s o c i e t y.  A  d r iv e r  beco mes  t h e  ru l e r  o f  t h e  ro ad  i f  h e  i s  po s i n g  h im s e l f  

a s  a  wi l d  t i ge r  on  t h e  ju n g le  o f  t h e  r o ad .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  p ow er  i s  

s t a t i on ed  m er e l y o n  t h e  t op ,  o r  o n  t h e  h i gh es t  pos i t i on .  T h e  p ow er  i s  

a s  su ch  as  i t s  f l ow i n  th e  lo w er  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y  a l s o .  T h e  d r iv e r  i n  

Ba l r am  i s  b e i n g  g ro om ed  to  en jo y s u ch  po w er  on l y b ecau s e  h e  h a s  t o  

r i de  t o  t h e  h i gh es t  l add e r  o f  en t r ep r en eu rs h i p .  M r .  M uk esh ,  t he  

b r o t he r  o f  As ho k ,  i s  a l s o  f ou nd  us i ng  s u ch  f ou l  w or ds  t o  r e f l e c t  h i s  

h i gh  s t a tu s .  H e  use s  wo r ds  and  s l ang s  o f  op pr e s s i v e  c l a s s  p eop l e ,  

s u ch  as  ‗ b as t a rd ‘ ,  s i s t e r  fu cke r ‘ .  ‗ co un t r y - m o u se ‘ ,  ‗ s on  o f  p i g ‘ ,  

‗ d on k ey‘  an d  s o  on .     

 T h e  an ge l - l i k e  i n no cen ce  o f  Ba l ram ‘s  ch i l dh oo d  d ays  m us t  no t  

b e  d i s cou n t ed .  Hi s  f a th e r  w an t s  h im  t o  s t an d  in  t h e  r o w o f  s u ch  

p eop l e  o f  ou r  so c i e t y w h o  a r e  b l e s s ed  wi t h  s i l v e r y s u ns h i n e .  Th e  
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s o c i e t y h a s  n o  r ea s on  f o r  b l am in g  t h e  b i g  h ea r t  o f  a  f a th e r  t ha t  

ch e r i sh e s  t h i s  sw ee t  d r eam  fo r  h i s  so n .  T h e  im po r t an c e  rega r d in g  h i s  

p r im ar y ed u ca t io n  i s  ex p r es s ed  in  t h e s e  wo r ds  o f  Ba l r am ‘s  f a th e r ,  

―H o w  man y t i m es  I  h av e  to ld  yo u :  M un n a  mus t  r e ad  an d  w r i t e ! ‖  (2 8 )  

Fu r th e r ,  ―M y w h ole  l i f e ,  I  h av e  b een  t r ea t ed  l i k e  do nk ey.  A l l  I  w an t  

i s  t h a t  o ne  s on  o f  m in e  –  a t  l e as t  on e  –  s h ou ld  l i v e  l i k e  a  m an ‖  ( 30 ) .  

Ba l r am ‘ s  i nn ocence  i n  h i s  M un na - l i k e  n ame  co u ld  n o t  h ave  

u n de r s to od  w h a t  h i s  f a th e r  ex p ec t ed  f r o m  h im  in  b e in g  ― l ik e  a  m an ‖ .  

T h e  s imi l e  u s ed  h er e  r ep r es en t s  m as cu l i n i t y  an d  p o wer .  T h e  p er so na l  

ex p e r i en ce  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  h as  b e en  a  ma t t e r  o f  r eg r e t  fo r  h im .  H e  w an t s  

h i s  so n  to  ge t  t h e  t ou ch  o f  m agn an im i t y.  H e  w an t s  h im  to  h av e  a l l  

t ho s e  t h in gs  in  l i f e  f o r  w h i ch  h e  h a s  b een  c r av i n g .  On e  m us t  l i v e  and  

d i e  wi t h  t h e  s ens e  o f  h um an i t y  an d  p i t y .  A d i ga  h as  g iv en  so  man y 

p a r adox i ca l  s t a t emen t s  wh i ch  th ems e l v es  a re  s e l f - con t rad i c to r y,  b u t  

t h ey a r e  s u cce ss f u l  i n  p r es en t in g  t h e  r ea l  t r u t h  o f  l i f e  an d  so c i e t y.  

S om et i m es  od ds  a r e  m o r e  r ea l  t han  sym p h o n y o r  b l end  o f  m us i c .  The  

h i gh  and  t h e  lo w d o  m ee t  a t  c e r t a i n  po in t  and  ge t  mix ed  u p .  

C on temp or a r y l i f e  i t s e l f  i s  co mbi n a t io n  o f  con t r ad i c t io ns .  H e r e  i s  t h e  

d ep i c t io n  o f  t h i s  l i f e  s i t u a t io n  wh en  th e  n ov e l i s t  a s s e r t s ,  ―on e  

i n fa l l i b l e  l aw  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  D a r kn es s  i s  t h a t  go od  n ews  b ecom es  bad  

n ew s‖  ( 36 ) .  Ba l r am  s t r a in s  u p  h i s  l i f e  j o u rn e y f r o m  t h i s  p a r ad ox ica l  

w o r l d  to  ge t  t h e  ex p os e r  o f  l i gh t  f i r s t  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  D e lh i ,  an d  th en  in  

Ban ga l o re .   

U p am an yu  P ab l o  Mu k he r j ee  (2 01 5)  h as  a r gu ed :  

J us t  a s  i n  t h e  ―da r k n ess ‖  o f  n o r the r n  B i h ar ,  t h i s  i n f o rmal  

ap a r t h e i d  r e f l e c t s  u n equ a l  a ccess  t o  po w er  an d  p r iv i l ege s .  

Bal r am  d r iv e s  M r .  A s ho k  to  t h e  P r es id en t ‘ s  H ous e ,  o n  the  t op  o f  

Lu t yen s ‘  an d  Ba j e r ‘ s  R a i s i n a  Hi l l  co mp lex ,  i n  o r de r  t o  o f f e r  

b r ib es  t o  a  min i s t e r .  …  Ch au f f eu rs  ga t h er  o u t s id e  th e  m al l s  and  

co lo n i es ,  f l i ck i n g  t h r ou gh  th e  p op u l a r  c r i m e  an d  m u r de r  
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w eek l i e s  and  d r eam in g  o f  co mmi t t i n g  lu r i d  a c t s  o f  v io l en ce  

( 2 93 ) .  

T h e  i nn ocen t  d r i ve r  i n  h im  i s  t am ed  and  t r a i n ed  i n  t h e  w or ld  o f  

ap p a ren t  l i gh t  w h ich  h as  d eep  d a rk nes s  wi t h in .  Th e  l es so n  o f  t h e  

p r o f es s io n a l  d r i ve r  t h a t  h e  can no t  l ea r n  t o  f a i l ,  and  so  th e  n ov e l i s t  

h a s  t h i s  r em ark ab l e  s t a t emen t :  

…  i f  yo u r  d r iv e r  i s  bu s y f l i ck in g  t h ro u gh  t he  p ages  o f  M u rd er  

Week l y ,  r e l ax .  No  dan ge r  t o  yo u .  Qu i t e  t h e  co n t r a r y.   

I t ‘ s  w h en  yo u r  d r i v e r  s t a r t s  t o  r e ad  abo u t  G an dh i  an d  t he  

Bu d dh a  th a t  i t ‘ s  t im e  to  w e t  yo u r  p an t s ,  M r .  J i ab a o  (1 26) .    

T h e  s o c i o - econ omic  a s p ec t  o f  l i f e  h as  t o  co nf r on t  t h e  con t rad i c t io n  in  

t h e  f o r m o f  t h e  r i ch  an d  th e  p oo r  an d  th i s  i s su e  h as  b een  pu t  t o  

l im el i gh t  i n  t h e  n ov e l  i n  t h e se  l i n es :   

T h e  d r eams  o f  t h e  r i ch ,  an d  t h e  d r eams  o f  t h e  po o r  –  t h ey  n ev e r  

o v e r l ap ,  do  t h ey?    

S ee ,  t h e  p oo r  d ream  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  o f  ge t t i n g  en ou gh  to  e a t  and  

l oo k i n g  l i k e  t h e  r i ch .  A nd  w h a t  d o  t h e  r i ch  d r eam o f?   

Lo s i n g  w ei gh t  an d  l oo k i n g  l i k e  t h e  poo r  (2 25 ) .  

T h e  l an gu age  d ev ice  o f  p ho no lo g y s u ch  a s  a l l i t e ra t i on ,  co n so n an ce ,  

an d  a s s on an ce  ha s  ga i n ed  m u ch  s p ace  in  t h e  n a r r a t io n  wh i ch  r e f l e c t s  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t he  w r i t e r .  A d i ga  h a s  t h e  s en s i b i l i t y  t o  i nv i go ra t e  h i s  

i mag i n a t i v e  facu l t y  t o  c ap tu r e  t h e  es sen ce  o f  t he  p s ych i c  s t a t e  o f  t he  

ch a r ac t e r  i n t e r p l a yi n g  w i t h  th e  i n s t an t  s i t u a t i on .  A l l i t e r a t i on  i s  t h e  

ap t  d ev i ce  to  c a t ch  h o l d  o f  t h e  s en s e  an d  m ean in g  in  t h e  ac t i on  b e in g  

p e r f o r med .  D e f in i ng  a l l i t e r a t i on ,  C h r i s  Ba l d i ck  i n  O xf ord  D i c t i on ar y  

o f  L i t er ar y  T er ms  ( 2 00 8 )  sa ys :  ― t h e  rep e t i t i on  o f  t he  s am e  s ou nd s  … 

u su a l l y  i n i t i a l  com po n en t  o f  w o rd s  o r  o f  s t r e s s ed  s y l l ab l e  i n  an y 
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s equ en ce  o f  n e i ghbo r in g  w or ds ‖  (8 ) .  T h e  m ur d e r  o f  As ho k  i s  j u s t  no t  

a  com pl e t e  es cap e  f r om  th e  m u rd e r e r ‘ s  m en t a l  sp ace .  Ba l r am  b ea rs  

h im  in  h i s  mi nd  and  s o  h e  sp eaks :   

M r .  As ho k ‘s  f ace  reap p ear s  no w  i n  my m i n d‘ s  e ye  a s  i t  u s ed  to  

ev e r y d a y w h en  I  w as  i n  h i s  s e r v i ce — r e f l e c t ed  in  m y r ea r  v i ew 

m i r r o r  (4 6 ) .   

T h e  so un d  ‗m ‘  i n  t h e  ab ov e  qu o t e  r ev ea l s  t h e  p s ych i c  p r o cess  h e  i s  

go i n g  th r ou gh .  H e  i s  no t  r e ad y t o  f o rge t  h i s  a c t io n  and  t h e  i m age  o f  

h i s  m as t e r  As ho k  i s  q u i t e  i n d e l i b l e .  T h e  con t r a s t  b e tw een  r i ch  and  

p o or  ge t s  w or d  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  l i ne s :  ―P lu mp ,  pu n ch y m en  

an d  ev en  p lum p e r ,  p aun ch i e r  w om en ,  w i t h  b i g  c i r c l e s  o f  s w ea t  b e lo w 

t h e i r  a rm s ,  a r e  d o in g  th e i r  ev en in g  ―w a lk in g‖  (2 25 ) .  The  r ep e t i t i o n  o f  

t h e  so un d  ‗ p ‘  an d  ‗ p l ‘  i n  t h e  abo v e  m en t io n ed  q uo t e  r ep r es en t s  a  

co n t r as t  b e t w een  th e  id en t i t y  o f  r i ch  an d  p oo r  p e r so ns .  T h e  r i ch  h ave  

am pl e  f oo d  an d  f eed  t h em  so  th e y a r e  p lu mp .  Bu t  t h e  po or  a r e  d en i ed  

t h i s  su pp l y an d  s o  t h ey a r e  l e an  and  th in .  T h e  u s e  o f  o b t r u s i ve  so un d  

s up p l i e s  p ro p er  m ean in g  to  t he  co n t ex t .  T h e  mo od  an d  t h e  mess age  

w h ich  com e  o u t  f r o m t h e  f o l l ow in g  n a r ra t io n  i s  s t r i k in g ,  ―T h ese  

p eop l e  w e r e  bu i ld in g  h om es  fo r  r i ch ,  b u t  t h e y l i ved  in  t en t s  co v e red  

w i t h  b l u e  t a r p au l in  sh ee t s ,  an d  p ar t i t i o n ed  i n t o  l an es  b y l i n e s  o f  

s ew age‖  ( 26 0 ) .  T he  p r ep on de r an t  sou n d  / p / ,  / t / ,  an d  /k /  r ev ea l  t he  

ad min i s t r a t i o n  o f  ha r s h  po w er  on  t h e  m ar g in a l i s ed  and  w eak e r  s t a t us  

o f  t h e  p eop l e ,  wh o  a r e  i n s t rum en t a l  i n  b r i n g in g  co m fo r t  an d  ea s e  to  

t h e  a f f l u en t  c l a s s  o f  p eop l e  o f  ou r  s oc i e t y.   S u ch  i s  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t ru c t u re  o f  o u r  soc i e t y t h a t  t he  vo i ce  o f  t h e  i nn o cen t  and  th e  w eak er  

i s  no t  a l l ow ed  an y i mp o r t an ce  an d  s pace .  A r av in d  Ad i ga  h a s  u sed  so  

m an y n ega t i v e  m ar k e rs  pu t t i n g  t h em i n  th e  f ro n t  p os i t i o n  on l y t o  

r e in f o rce  t h i s  s i t u a t io n  o f  o u r  so c i e t y.  Som e  s am pl e s  a r e  g i v en  b e lo w:   

( a )    ―Not  t h a t  I  h av e  an yt h i n g  aga i ns t  g r ea t  m en ‖  (3 ) .  

( b )  ―N o  o n e  b l am es  t h e  s ch oo l t e ach e r  f o r  d o i n g  t h i s ‖  (3 3 ) .  
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( c )    ―No  h i s t o r y o f  sup p or t in g  N ax a l s  o r  o th e r  t e r r o r i s t s ‖  ( 66 ) .  

T h e  so - ca l l ed  d eve l op ment  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y i s  b e in g  m ot i va t ed  b y 

t e chn o lo g y t h a t  em po w ers  t h e  r i ch  to  ex p l o i t  t h e  p oo r .  T he  

t e chn o lo g y- b r ed  s o c i e t y  h a s  t he  t en d en c y t o  s u pp or t  t h e  r i ch  b y 

t h i nk i n g  o f  t h e  poo r  a s  r es ou r ce  to  sa t i a t e  t h e  g r eed y h u m an  n eed s .  

T h e  h av e - no t s  h ave  n o  op t io n  l e f t  f o r  t h em to  en j o y  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t he  

i nn ov a t iv e  an d  s oph i s t i c a t ed  t e ch no log y;  r a t h e r  t h e y a r e  f o r ced  t o  us e  

t h em  f o r  t he  b en ef i t  o f  t h e i r  m as t e r s  w h o  o wn  th em .  Th e  d ev i ce  o f  

i mage r y t h a t  t h e  no v e l i s t  h as  us ed  dem ands  a t t en t i on  h e r e  ―…  yo u  

k n ow  h o w w e  In d ian s  ju s t  t ak e  t e chno l o g y l i k e  d u ck s  to  w a t e r ‖  (1 2 ) .  

T h e  i m age  o f  ‗ du ck s ‘  h a s  c r ea t ed  t h e  s ens e  o f  t h e  op e ra t i v e  wo rk e rs  

w h o  a r e  co mp el l ed  t o  b e  u sed  b y t h e  t e ch no lo g y an d  con d i t i o n ed  b y  

t h e  r es t r i c t i on  im po s ed  o n  t h em .  Th e  m ach in e  s t a r t s  ru l in g  o v e r  t h em 

f o r  t h e  k no wl ed ge  an d  m on e y b eh i nd  t h e  m ach i ne  i s  ap p l i ed  b y  t h e  

r i ch  an d  th e  so - ca l l ed  p o w er f u l  p eo p l e  o f  ou r  s oc i e t y.   

T h us ,  t h e  no ve l  r ep r es en t s  t h e  con d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d es t i t u t e ,  

i n c lu d i n g  p r os t i t u t e s  l i v i n g  a  l i f e  o f  he l l .  G eof f r ey K a i n  ( 2 00 1 )  d r aws  

a  p a r a l l e l  co nd i t i on  o f  p ov e r t y i n  t he  w r i t i n gs  o f  P r a fu l l a  Mo h an t i .  

A r av i nd  A di ga  and  M o han t i  s eem  to  p r e s en t  a  d a rk  p i c tu r e  o f  In d i an  

s o c i a l  an d  eco no mic  r ea l i t i e s .  H i s  p ape r  a r t i cu l a t e s  t h e  fa c t  t h a t :  

T h e  chan ge  h e  c i t e s  h e r e  a r e  c l e a r l y  p r e s en t ed  as  a  co r r u p t ion  

o f  t h e  v i l l age  a s  i t  ex i s t s  ( o r  ex i s t ed )  i n  a  so r t  o f  e s s en t i a l  o r  

m o re  id ea l  s t a t e .  In t e r e s t i n g l y,  M o h an t i  no t e s  t h e  app ear an ce  o f  

p r os t i t u t i on  a l on gs i d e  th e  com in g  o f  s t a in l es s  s t e e l  and  p l as t i c ,  

i mp l yi n g  th a t  t h ese  m at e r i a l s  a r e  t h e  h a rb in ge r s  o f  an  in v as iv e  

d ec r ep i t ud e  and  im mo r a l i t y - p a r t i cu l a r l y  a s  t h e y s eep  i n t o  t h e  

v i l l age  w i l l y - n i l l y ,  w i t ho u t  t ho u gh t f u l  p l ann i n g ,  u ps e t t i n g  t he  

i nh e r en t  o r d e r  o f  t h in gs  (1 ) .   
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T h e  co r r up t io n  i n  t h e  ed u ca t i on a l  i n s t i t u i t i on  o f  t he  p r e s en t  d ay  

In d i an  s cen ar io  i s  t o  s h ap e  th e  mi nd .  Bo t h  t h e  po l i t i c a l  an d  econ omi c  

p o w er  o f  t he  s o - ca l l ed  w el f a r e  go ve r nm en t  i s  v iv id l y  ex p os ed  b y 

A d i ga .  Th e  n ov e l  g i v e s  sp ace  w h en  h i s  p r o t agon i s t  un ree l s  h i s  min d  

s to r ed  wi t h  su ch  im p re ss io ns .  Ba l r am  h as  t o  b r oo d :   

T h e r e  w as  s up pos ed  t o  b e  f r ee  f o od  a t  m y s ch o o l  –  a  

go v e r nm en t  p r o gr am  gav e  ev e r y b o y  t h r ee  r o t i s ,  ye l l ow  d a a l ,  

an d  p i ck l es  a t  l un ch t i m e .  Bu t  w e  n ev e r  ev er  s aw  ro t i s ,  o r  

ye l l o w  da a l ,  o r  p i ck l e s ,  an d  ev e r yo n e  kn ew  wh y:  t he  

s cho o l t e ache r  h ad  s t o l en  o u r  l u nch  mon e y.   

T h e  t e ach e r  h ad  a  l eg i t i ma t e  ex cu s e  t o  s t e a l  t h e  mo n ey –  h e  s a id  

h e  h adn ' t  b een  p a id  h i s  s a l a r y  i n  s ix  m o n t hs .  H e  w as  go in g  t o  

u n de r t ak e  a  G and h ian  p r o t es t  t o  r e t r i ev e  h i s  mi s s i n g  w ages  –  h e  

w as  go in g  t o  d o  no t h i n g  in  c l a s s  un t i l  h i s  p a y  ch eq u e  a r r i v ed  in  

t h e  m a i l .  Y e t  h e  was  t e r r i f i ed  o f  l o s in g  h i s  j ob ,  becaus e  t h ou gh  

t h e  p a y o f  an y go v e r nm en t  j ob  in  In d i a  i s  p oo r ,  t h e  i n c id en t a l  

ad v an tages  a r e  n um ero us .  O nce ,  a  t r u ck  cam e  in to  the  s ch oo l  

w i t h  un i f o rms  th a t  t h e  go v e rnm en t  had  s en t  f o r  u s ;  w e  n ev er  

s aw  th em ,  bu t  a  w eek  l a t e r  t h ey  t u r n ed  u p  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  

n e i ghb o r in g  v i l l age  ( 32 - 33 ) .       

T h e  u s e  o f  r o t i s  and  da a l  i n  t he  abo ve  p a ss age  i nd i ca t e s  t h e  con ce rn  

o f  t he  d ep r iv ed  and  m ar g in a l i z ed  w or k in g  c l a s s  o f  p eop l e  i n  In d i a ,  

w h o  cann o t  d r eam b e yo n d  t h es e  f o od  i t ems .  T h e  co r ru p t  peop l e  i n  

go v e r nm en t  agen c ie s  mi su se  t h e i r  p ow er  t o  ex p l o i t  t h e  p o or  i n  a  o n e -

s id ed  po w er  gam e.   

A l l  s o r t s  o f  so c i a l  d i s eas es  c r o p  u p  in  t he  In d i an  s o c i e t y  

b ecaus e  th e  mo r a l  an d  v a l ue  s ys t em o f  so c i e t y h a s  l o s t  i t s  r e l evan ce .  

T h e  h i e r a r ch y o f  co r r up t io n  in  t h e  adm in i s t r a t i on  t h a t  op e r a t e s  su ch  

an  edu ca t i on  s ys t em  co m es  t o  f o cus .  S u ch  an  ex po s i t i o n  o f  p r eva len t  
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p o w er  gam e  wh e r e  t h e  p oo r  c an no t  f i gh t  b ack ,  i s  a  r ecu r ren t  t hem e  in  

t h e  no v e l .  Th e  h ead m as t e r  i s  co r r up t  o n l y t o  b e  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  co r r up t  

s ys t em con s t ru c t ed  b y t h e  po w er f u l .  Ad i ga  s a ys :   

N o  o ne  b l am ed  th e  s cho o l t e ach e r  f o r  do in g  t h i s .  Yo u  can ' t  

ex p ec t  a  m an  i n  a  d u n g  h eap  t o  s me l l  s w ee t .  E v e r y m an  i n  t he  

v i l l age  k n ew  t h a t  h e  w ou ld  h ave  d one  t h e  s am e  i n  h i s  po s i t i o n .  

S om e  w er e  ev en  p r o ud  o f  h im ,  fo r  hav in g  go t  aw ay w i t h  i t  so  

c l e an l y ( 3 3 ) .   

T h e  h ead m as t e r  h as  t o  a ccep t  t h e  abu s i v e  l an gu age  o f  t h e  in sp ec t o r ,  

w h o  h as  t o  ad min i s t e r  h i s  po w er  on  h im ,  and  s o  h e  s p eaks :  

T h e r e  i s  no  du s t e r  i n  t h i s  c l as s ;  t h e r e  a r e  n o  cha i r s ;  t h e r e  a r e  n o  

u n i f o r ms  fo r  t he  bo ys .  H o w mu ch  mon e y  h av e  yo u  s t o l en  f rom 

t h e  sch oo l  fu nd s ,  yo u  s i s t e r - f u ck e r?  (3 4 ) .   

T h e  ab us iv e  l an gu age  u s ed  b y t h e  i n s p ec to r  do es  i n d i ca t e  t h i s  

o n go i n g  po w er  po l i t i c s .  Th e  rea l  i n t en t io n  o f  t h e  in sp ec to r  i s  t o  s h a re  

t h e  b oo t y.  T h e  h ead m as t e r  m us t  sub mi t  t o  h i s  po w er .  H e  c an no t  

d e f end  h i ms e l f  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  i n sp ec to r  o n l y b ecau s e  h e  i s  a  cu lp r i t .  

U p am an yu  C h a t t e r j e e  (1 98 8 )  i n  Eng l i s h  Au gus t :  A n  I n d i an  S to ry  

p r e s en t s  t h e  s am e p i c tu r e  o f  r u ra l  In d i a  wh e r e  co r ru p t io n  i s  d eep l y  

r o o t ed .      

T h e  p ro t ago n i s t  o f  Th e  Wh i t e  T i g er ,  Ba l r am ,  has  t h e  

u n de r s t an d i n g  o f  t h e  l an gu age  u s ed  by  h i s  f a t h e r  and  t he  c r u e l  a c t i on  

h eap ed  on  h im  b y t h e  r i ch  in  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  Th e  v e r y 

i nn o cen ce  o f  h i s  m in d  an d  h i s  m agn an im i t y f o r  t h e  sm al l  and  w eak  

c r ea tu r es  ha s  t ru e  re f l e c t i on  wh en  h e  i s  p r a yi n g  t o  h i s  f a th e r  wh en  t he  

l a t t e r  i s  k i l l i n g  a  l i z a rd .  Ba r l am  us es  s u ch  p l ead in g  l an gu age  a s  t h i s ,  

―D o n ' t  k i l l  i t ,  D add y –  j u s t  t h ro w  i t  o u t  t h e  wi nd o w,  p l ea s e? . . .  Do n ' t  

k i l l  i t ,  D ad d y –  p l ea s e ! ‖  (3 0 ) .  Th i s  i n n ocen t  app ea l  o f  Ba l r am  i s  no t  

gr an t ed .  Th e  p o wer  o f  v i o l en ce  in  h i s  f a th e r  t u r ns  h i m a lm os t  dea f :   
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Bu t  h e  wo u l dn ' t  l i s t en .  H e  k i ck ed  the  cu pb o ar d ,  and  t he  l i z a rd  

d a r t ed  ou t ,  an d  he  ch as ed  i t  aga in ,  sm ash i n g  ev e r yt h i ng  i n  h i s  

w a y,  an d  ye l l i n g ,  ‗H ee yaa !  H ee yaa ! ‘  H e  po un d ed  i t  w i t h  t h e  p o t  

o f  t od d y u n t i l  t h e  p o t  b r ok e .  H e  s m ash ed  i t s  n eck  wi t h  h i s  f i s t .  

H e  s t am ped  on  i t s  h ead  ( 30 ) .   

T h e  u se  o f  wo r ds  l i k e  ‗k i ck ed ‘ ,  ‗ ye l l i n g ‘ ,  ‗ s mash ed ‘ ,  and  

‗ s t amp ed‘  s i gn i f i e s  t h e  b ru t a l i t y  o f  b l in d  po w er  adm in i s t e r ed  o n  th e  

h e lp l e s s  l i z a rd .  F in a l l y ,  t h e  l i z a rd  h as  t o  d i e  a s  i t s  h ead  i s  u n ab l e  t o  

b ea r  t h e  p r e s s u re  o f  h i s  s t amp in g .  Th e  v i o l en t  un de r p la y  l e av es  h im 

p an t i n g  f o r  s om e  t im e .  T h e  p i c tu r e  o f  v i c io us n es s  t h a t  h i s  f a th e r  h a s  

ex h i b i t ed  r em ai ns  a  m ys t e r y f o r  t he  i nn o cen t  ch i l d  i n  Ba l r am .  Su ch  

v io l en t  s po r t s  come  i n to  p l a y n ea r  t he  f e e t  o f  t h e  Lo r d  Bu d dh a  w hi ch  

i s  p r es en t in g  th e  p i c t u r e  o f  con t r a s t .  Lo r d  Bu dd h a  i s  w o rs h i p ed  fo r  

n o n- v i o l en ce .  Th e  r e l i g i on  o f  s oc i e t y  h as  a l w ays  f av o ured  t h e  po w er  

i n  h an d  o f  t h e  p eop l e  w ho  a r e  i n  t h e  cen t r e .  Th us ,  po wer  gam e  can  

b eg i n  ev en  wi t h  a  p o or  p e r so n ,  wh o  en jo ys  o cca s io n a l  po w er ,  l i k e  t he  

f a th e r  o f  Ba l r am.  T h i s  ex am pl e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  co r r up t i n g  i n f lu en ce  o f  

p o w er  o n  a l l  and  s un d r y.   

T h e  in sp ec t o r  t h en  w r i t e s  a  p as s age  o n  th e  b l ackb o ar d  o n  th e  

v e r y t h em e o f  t he  g r an d eur  and  g lo r y o f  t h e  n a t i on  fo r  wh i ch  a l l  

In d i an s  f e e l  p r ou d  t od a y.  T h e  p ass age  i ro n i ca l l y  r e ad s :   

W e l i v e  i n  a  g l o r i ou s  l and .  Th e  Lo r d  Bu dd ha  r ece iv ed  h i s  

en l i gh t enm en t  i n  t h i s  l and .  T h e  R i ver  G an ga  g iv e s  l i f e  t o  o u r  

p l an t s  an d  o u r  an im al s  an d  o u r  p eop le .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  Go d  

t h a t  w e  w e r e  bo r n  in  t h i s  l and  (3 4) .   

Bu t  n o  o n e  ca r e s  fo r  ma in t a in i n g  th a t  g l o r y;  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h em  ra th e r  

i nd u l ge  in  mo s t  co r r u p t  p r ac t i c e s  i n  t h e  n am e  o f  po w er  p o l i t i c s .   No  

b o y i n  t h e  c l as s  h o ped  t ha t  o n l y B a l r am  can  be  ab l e  t o  r e ad  th i s  
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p ass a ge .  Th i s  s in g l e  i n c i d en t  i s  enou gh  to  i n d i ca t e  t ha t  Ba l r am  i s  

m ean t  f o r  s om et h i ng  d i f f e r en t  and  h i gh e r .  

T h e  in sp ec t o r  i s  im p re ss ed  wi th  h i s  ex t r a  o r d i n ar y ab i l i t y  an d ,  a s  a  

t ok en  o f  r ew a r d  fo r  t h e  i n t e l l i gen t  an s wer ,  h e  r e ce iv es  f rom  h im  a  

n ew  n am e ,  ―no t  any  k i nd  o f  t i ge r ‖  ( 27 6 ) ,  b u t  ―T h e  w hi t e  t i ge r ‖  (3 5 ) .  

Wh i l e  r ev ea l in g  t he  s ec r e t  b eh in d  h i s  c r o w ni n g  su cces s  Ba l r am  h as  t o  

s a y t o  t h e  C h in ese  p r em i er :  

I  n ev e r  f i n i s h ed  s ch o o l ,  t o  p u t  i t  b l un t l y.  W ho  ca r e s !  I  h av en ‘ t  

r e ad  m an y b o o ks ,  b u t  I ' v e  r e ad  a l l  t he  o n es  t ha t  cou n t .  I  k n o w 

b y h ea r t  t he  wo r ks  o f  t h e  f ou r  g r ea t es t  p o e t s  o f  a l l  t im e  –  Ru mi ,  

Iq b a l ,  Mi rz a  Gh a l ib ,  and  a  f ou r t h  f e l l o w  w ho s e  n am e  I  f o r ge t .  I  

am  a  s e l f - t au gh t  en t r ep r en eu r  ( 6 ) .   

T h e  s emi - ed uca t ed  an d  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  hav e  th e  i mp r es s io n  t h a t  t h ey d o  

n o t  h av e  th e  goo d  w o r ds  to  ex p r es s  t h e i r  f e e l i n gs  and  em ot i on s .  T h ey 

u n de r r a t e  t hems e l ve s  i n  t h e  m at t e r  o f  t h e  us e  o f  l an gu age .  A l th ou gh  

Ba l r am  d o es  no t  h av e  a  f o rm al  l an gu age  t r a in in g  i mp a r t ed  t o  h im,  h e  

h a s  t h e  u n can n y r ea l i z a t io n  o f  t h e  m ean i n g  o f  t h e  s op h i s t i c a t ed  

ex p r es s io ns .  I t  i s  i r o n i ca l  t h a t  t h e  e l i t e s  o f  ou r  s o c i e t y,  w h o  a r e  t h e  

p r e s e r v e rs  o f  l angu age ,  p r o v id e  am pl e  sp ace  to  t h e  w o rd s  o f  

v u l ga r i t y .  Ba l r am  h as  t o  b eg in  h i s  n a r r a t i on  wi t h  t h e  f o l l o win g  w o rd s  

i n  t h e  no v e l :   

Be f o r e  w e  do  th a t ,  s i r ,  t h e  ph r as e  in  En g l i s h  t ha t  I  l e a r n ed  f r om 

m y ex -emp lo ye r  t he  l a t e  M r .  A sh ok ‘ s  ex - wi fe  P i nk y M ad am i s :  

Wh a t  a  f u ck i ng  j o ke  ( 7 ) .   

T h e  p h i l os op h y o f  K a r l  M arx  r e f e r s  t o  r e l i g i on  as  an  op iu m fo r  t h e  

p o or ,  w h i ch  o nce  t aken ,  b ecom es  a  h ab i t  and  t h ey  f o r ge t  t h e i r  

m i s e r i es .  Th e  f a t e  o f  t h e  h av e -n o t s  i s  su r e  t o  b e  doo m ed  a s  t h e  

r e l i g i ous  i n s t i t u t i on  and  b e l i e f  s ys t em  h as  b een  co ns t ru c t ed  b y t h e  

e l i t e s  t o  ex p lo i t  p r o l e t a r i a t s .  A r av ind  A di ga  ha s  b een  s ub jec t ed  t o  
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b i t t e r  c r i t i c i sm  b y t h e  o r t ho dox  peop l e  becaus e  h e  d a re s  t o  ex po s e  

w r o n g  th in gs  o f  b e l i e f  an d  r e l i g i on .  T h i s  r e a l i t y  o f  In d i a  h a s  r a r e l y  

b een  t ou ch ed  b y  I n d i an  w r i t e r s  i n  En g l i s h ,  t h a t  t o o  wi th  so  mu ch  

v eh em en ce .  H ow  can  w e  f o r ge t  ou r  c e l eb r a t ed  r e f o r m er s  l i k e  K ab i r  

an d  Rah eem  o f  Bh ak t i  Y ug a  o f  Hin d i  l i t e r a t u r e?   

T h e  Wh i t e  T i g er  o f  A d i ga  h as  no  i n t en t i on  to  l i k e  o r  d i s l i ke  an y 

r e l i g i on .  T o  h i m,  t h e  s en s e  o f  h um an i t y i s  h i gh e r  t h an  re l i g i on .  Wel l  

i f  Go d  do es  ex i s t ,  H e  h a s  t o  h av e  so me  p o w er  to  go v e rn  th e  w o r ld .  So  

i n  t h e  p as s age  q uo ted  b e lo w A di ga  w r i t e s  wi t h  b i t t e r  s a t i r e :   

I t  i s  an  an c i en t  an d  v en e r a t ed  cus t om  o f  p eop le  i n  m y co u n t r y to  

s t a r t  a  s t o r y b y p r ayi n g  t o  a  Hi gh e r  P ow er .   

I  gu e s s ,  Y o ur  Ex ce l l en cy,  t h a t  I  t o o  sh o u ld  s t a r t  o f f  b y k i s s in g  

s om e  god ‘s  a r s e .   

Wh i ch  go d ‘s  a r s e ,  t ho u gh?  Th e r e  a r e  s o  m an y ch o i c es .  See ,  t he  

M us l im s  h av e  on e  go d .   

T h e  Ch r i s t i ans  h ave  th r ee  go ds .   

A n d  w e  Hi nd us  h ave  36 ,0 00 ,0 00  god s .   

M ak i n g  a  g r an d  to t a l  o f  36 ,0 00 ,0 04  d iv i n e  a r s e s  fo r  m e  to  

ch oo s e  f ro m (8 ) .  

In  t h e  abo v e  l i ne s ,  t h e  p ro t agon i s t  ha s  un ve i l ed  h i s  i r e  aga i ns t  t h e  

b e l i e f  o f  w or sh ip in g  t h ous and s  o f  Go ds ,  p r ov id in g  p r i e s t l y  c l a s s  t o  

t e r ro r i z e  t h e  commo n  p eo p l e .  T h i s  dup l i c i t y  f o r ce s  Ba l ram  to  l eav e  

t h e  p o r t a l s  o f  r e l i g i o n  an d  t o  b ecome  ev en  a  d ev i l  t o  s av e  h i s  sk in .  

H e  w an t s  t o  a s s u r e  h i s  p l ace  in  t h e  po w er  gam e  by  s u b v e r t i n g  

r e l i g i on .  H e  i s  sp eak in g  h i s  m in d  t o  J i ab ao :  

H e  p l a n s  i t  t o  J i a b a o ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  p r e m i e r :   
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I ‘ m  n o  p h i l o s o p h e r  o r  p o e t ,  h o w  w o u l d  I  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h ?  I t ' s  

t r u e  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  g o d s  s e e m  t o  d o  a w f u l l y  l i t t l e  w o r k  –  m u c h  

l i k e  o u r  p o l i t i c i a n s  –  a n d  ye t  k e e p  w i n n i n g  r e - e l e c t i o n  t o  

t h e i r  g o l d e n  t h r o n e s  i n  h e a v e n ,  ye a r  a f t e r  ye a r  ( 8 ) .   

M i c h e l  F o u c a u l t  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  r a t i o n a l i t y ;  t o  

h i m  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  i s  n o t  t o  b e  a  l i n e a r  p r o g r e s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  

f a c t ,  f a c t u a l i t y  o f  h i s t o r y  r e c o r d s  o n l y  d i s c o n n e c t e d  e v e n t s .  A d i g a  

s h o w s  h i s  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t  

t h e  h i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  z i g - z a g  r o u t e .  T h e  i n t e n t i o n  a n d  e m o t i o n  

o f  B a l r a m  a r e  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  s ys t e m  o f  c a l c u l a t i o n .   

T h e  r e a d e r s  m e e t  s o  m a n y  s u r p r i s e s  a n d  w o n d e r s  w h e n  A d i g a  

g o e s  o n  p u r s u i n g  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  p r o g r e s s i o n .  T h e  

i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  s t o r y  a r e  n o t  b a s e d  o n  m e r e  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B a l r a m  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c e i v e s  m a n y  j o l t s  a n d  s n a p s  

o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  H e  s e l f - p r o p e l s  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

o s c i l l a t e s  h i m  i n - b e t w e e n  d a r k n e s s  a n d  l i g h t .  H i s  h o n e s t y ,  l o ya l t y ,  

a n d  k i n d n e s s  s t o p  h i m  t o  m o v e  o n  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o r r u p t  

w o r l d  a n d  s o c i e t y .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d  g o e s  o n  f a c i n g  t u r m o i l .  H e  

w a s  b e r e f t  o f  m o t h e r l y  c a r e  i n  h i s  c h i l d h o o d .  H i s  f a t h e r  i s  o n l y  a  

r i c k s h a w  p u l l e r  t o  e a r n  h i m  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  b e a r i n g  a l l  

h u m i l i a t i o n s  a n d  h a r d s h i p s .   

M i s f o r t u n e  c o m e s  u n e x p e c t e d l y  a n d  r e p e a t e d l y .  B a l r a m  

r e c e i v e s  a  m a j o r  s e t b a c k  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  m e r c y  w h e n  h e  f i n d s  h i s  

f a t h e r  d y i n g  i n  w a n t  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  p r o p e r  t r e a t m e n t .  B a l r a m  i s  

o n l y  f a d i n g  u p  i n  l i f e  a s  a  s e r v a n t  w o r k i n g  a t  a  t e a  s t a l l  i n  h i s  

v i l l a g e .  T h e  w o r l d  o f  d a r k n e s s  i s  p e n e t r a t e d  b y  a  r a y  o f  h o p e ,  w h e n  

h i s  m i n d  i s  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  m a j e s t i c  l o o k  o f  V i j a y ,  t h e  b u s  

c o n d u c t o r ,  i n  h i s  K h a k i  u n i f o r m .  T h e  t e a  s t a l l  a t  L a x m a n g a r h  

o p e n e d  t o  h i m  a  n e w  w a y  t o  c a r r y  h i s  l i f e  i n  a  n e w  d i r e c t i o n :  
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I  w a n t e d  t o  b e  l i k e  V i j a y  –  w i t h  a  u n i f o r m ,  a  p a y  c h e q u e ,  a  

s h i n y  w h i s t l e  w i t h  a  p i e r c i n g  s o u n d ,  a n d  p e o p l e  l o o k i n g  a t  m e  

w i t h  e ye s  t h a t  s a i d ,  H o w  i m p o r t a n t  h e  l o o k s  ( 3 1 ) .   

B y  t h i s  e v e n t  h i s  l u s t  f o r  p o w e r  h a s  a  s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g ,  w h e n  h e  

c o n f e s s e s ,  ― I  d i d  m y  j o b  w i t h  n e a r  t o t a l  d i s h o n e s t y ,  l a c k  o f  

d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  i n s i n c e r i t y  –  a n d  s o  t h e  t e a  s h o p  w a s  a  p r o f o u n d l y  

e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e . ‖  ( 5 1 ) .  T h e r e  i s ,  t h u s ,  a  g r e a t  s h i f t  i n  t h e  

m i n d  o f  B a l r a m ;  f o r  h i m  a  G a n d h i a n  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  l o s t  i t s  r e l e v a n c e  

i n  p r e s e n t  s c e n a r i o  o f  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o w e r  a n d  s u r v i v a l .  I n  

f a c t ,  B a l r a m  h a s  s e e n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  a t  t h e  f a c e s  o f  m e n  w o r k i n g  i n  

t h a t  t e a  s h o p .  T h e i r  d e p l o r a b l e  a n d  p a t h e t i c  c o n d i t i o n  h a s  m a d e  h i m  

t o  c a l l  t h e m  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  a s  ‗ h u m a n  s p i d e r s ‘ .  T h e  i m a g e r y  o f  

s p i d e r ‘ s  m e c h a n i c a l  m o v e  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  w e b ,  i s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  

B a l r a m ,  d o i n g  t h i n g s  m e c h a n i c a l l y  w i t h  n o  i n t e r e s t  o r  i n n o v a t i o n :   

G o  t o  a  t e a  s h o p  a n yw h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  G a n g a ,  S i r ,  a n d  l o o k  a t  

t h e  m e n  w o r k i n g  i n  t h a t  t e a  s h o p  –  m e n ,  I  s a y ,  b u t  b e t t e r  t o  

c a l l  t h e m  h u m a n  s p i d e r s  t h a t  g o  c r a w l i n g  i n  b e t w e e n  a n d  

u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e s  w i t h  r a g s  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  c r u s h e d  h u m a n s  i n  

c r u s h e d  u n i f o r m s ,  s l u g g i s h ,  u n s h a v e n ,  i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s  o r  

f o r t i e s  o r  f i f t i e s  b u t  s t i l l  ‗ b o ys ‘ .  B u t  t h a t  i s  yo u r  f a t e  i f  yo u  

d o  yo u r  j o b  w e l l – w i t h  h o n e s t y ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  s i n c e r i t y ,  t h e  

w a y  G a n d h i  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  i t ,  n o  d o u b t  ( 5 1 ) .  

T h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  q u o t e  d e n o t e s  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  G a n d h i a n  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  r e m a i n s  a  m yt h  t o  h i m .  T h e  u n s e e m l y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  

t h i s  w o u l d - b e  e n t r e p r e n e u r  g e t s  h e r e  r e v e a l s  a  n e w  s u g g e s t i o n ,  a  

n e w  l e a r n i n g  o f  s o c i e t y  h e  l i v e s  i n .  H i s  m i n d  i s  i m p r e g n a t e d  w i t h  a  

b r i g h t  d r e a m ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  r e a l i z e d  b y  h i m  o n l y  w h e n  h e  r i d e s  o n  

t h e  l a d d e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h e  i s  i m p a r t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  f o u r  c o r n e r e d  

c a m p u s  o f  h i s  s c h o o l .  C o n s t a n t  p u r s u i t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  h i s  e n d e a v o r :  
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I n s t e a d  o f  w i p i n g  o u t  s p o t s  f r o m  t a b l e s  a n d  c r u s h i n g  c o a l s  f o r  

t h e  o v e n ,  I  u s e d  m y  t i m e  a t  t h e  t e a  s h o p  i n  L a x m a n g a r h  t o  s p y  

o n  e v e r y  c u s t o m e r  a t  e v e r y  t a b l e ,  a n d  o v e r h e a r  e v e r y t h i n g  

t h e y  s a i d .  I  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  h o w  I  w o u l d  k e e p  m y  

e d u c a t i o n  g o i n g  f o r w a r d  –  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n e  g o o d  t h i n g  I ' l l  s a y  

f o r  m ys e l f .  I ' v e  a l w a ys  b e e n  a  b i g  b e l i e v e r  i n  e d u c a t i o n  –  

e s p e c i a l l y  m y  o w n  ( 5 2 ) .       

P e o p l e  i n  I n d i a  h a v e  a l w a ys  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  

s e r v i t u d e .  A d i g a ,  t h r o u g h  t h i s  n o v e l ,  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  

e x p l o r i n g  m a s t e r - s e r v a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b a s e d  o n  p o w e r  a n d  

d o m i n a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  n o v e l ,  A d i g a  s a y s :   

N e v e r  b e f o r e  i n  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  h a v e  s o  f e w  o w e d  s o  m u c h  t o  

s o  m a n y ,  M r  J i a b a o .  A  h a n d f u l  o f  m e n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a v e  

t r a i n e d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  9 9 . 9  p e r c e n t  –  a s  s t r o n g ,  a s  t a l e n t e d ,  a s  

i n t e l l i g e n t  i n  e v e r y  w a y  –  t o  e x i s t  i n  p e r p e t u a l  s e r v i t u d e ;  a  

s e r v i t u d e  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  yo u  c a n  p u t  t h e  k e y  o f  h i s  

e m a n c i p a t i o n  i n  a  m a n ‘ s  h a n d s  a n d  h e  w i l l  t h r o w  i t  b a c k  a t  

yo u  w i t h  a  c u r s e  ( 1 7 5 - 1 7 6 ) .  

T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  q u o t e  a b o v e  r e v e a l s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  ye a r s  o f  

r e g i m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  b r a i n w a s h e d  t h e  m i l l i o n s  i n  In d i a  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  

d e s t i n y  o f  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  B a l r a m  a s  a  

s i n g l e  u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  n o v e l  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  w h o l e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  a  c o m m o n  n o v e l i s t .  

A d i g a  h a s  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  t h e  r a r e s t  o f  t h e  r a r e  n o v e l i s t s  i n  t h i s  

s e n s e .  H i s  m a i n  f o c u s  i s  t o  i n t e r - r e l a t e  v a r i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  

p o w e r .  T h e  p o w e r  c a n  b e  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  p h ys i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  

o r  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  m a y h a v e  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e  o n l y  w h e n  i t  i s  

r e s i s t e d .   
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T h a t  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  f e l t  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  –  m a y  b e  v e r t i c a l l y ,  

h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  q u i t e  i n  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  w a y .  T h e  

s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  o f  p o w e r  h a s  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  a n d  

i t s  f l o w  t r i c k l e s  d o w n  t o  m a r g i n  o r  p e r i p h e r y .  A d v e r s e l y ,  t h e  

r e s i s t a n c e  h a s  t h e  f o r c e  a n d  p r o p e n s i t y  t h a t  m a y  d r i v e  t h e  o b j e c t  o n  

t h e  b o t t o m  a n d  t h e n  t o  m a k e  i t  r e a c h  o n  t h e  t o p .  T h e  l i f e  o f  B a l r a m  

s u p p o r t s  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r .  H i s  g e s t u r e  i s  d i r e c t e d  f r o m  s m a l l  

t o  b i g ,  b i g g e r ,  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  b i g g e s t .  T h e  s m a l l  s p a c e  o f  h i s  

f a m i l y  i n  L a x m a n g a r h  i s  q u i t e  u n a b l e  t o  c o n f i n e  a n d  c o n s t r a i n  h i m .  

I t  i s  f r o m  t h e  s m a l l  t e a  s h o p  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  h e  m o v e s  t o w a r d s  

t h e  t o w n .  H e  m o v e s  u p  t o  D e l h i ,  t h e n  t o  G u r g a o n ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  h e  i s  

t o  c r a w l  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e  S i l i c o n  V a l l e y  o f  I n d i a ,  c a l l e d  B a n g a l o r e .   

B a l r a m ‘ s  s t r u g g l e  g o e s  h a r s h e r  a n d  h a r s h e r  b y  t h e  d a y .  In  t h e  v e r y  

b e g i n n i n g  s u r v i v a l  w a s  h i s  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  l a t e r  h e  w e n t  o n  t h r i v i n g  

u p  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e c o m i n g  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  H e  h a s  s e e n  h i s  l i f e  

m o v i n g  w i t h  a  r i c k s h a w  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  B r e a k i n g  t h e  n o r m  o f  o l d  

t r a d i t i o n ,  h i s  f a t h e r  p i c k s  u p  r i c k s h a w  o n l y  t o  a v o i d  m e r e  

s e r v i t u d e .  B a l r a m  i s  c r a v i n g  t o  b e  a  d r i v e r  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  b u t  h i s  

a m b i t i o n  g r o w s  h i g h e r  t o  p i c k  u p  t a x i .  H e  k n o c k s  a t  t h e  d o o r s  o f  

e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  h i s  a m b i t i o n .  A t  f i r s t ,  h e  h a s  t o  

d r i v e  t h e  s m a l l  M a r u t i - S u z u k i ,  b u t  l a t e r  h e  i s  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  

b i g g e r  c a r ,  H o n d a  C i t y .  E a r l i e r ,  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  w a s  a  j o b  s e e k e r ;  

a n d  n o w ,  i n  B a n g a l o r e ,  h e  h a s  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  a  j o b  g i v e r .  T r u e ,  

t h a t  i n  t h i s  j o u r n e y  o f  q u e s t  f o r  p o w e r ,  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  s e l f i s h  a n d  

i g n o r e d  o r  s h o w n  l e a s t  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p r i c e  

h e  h a s  t o  p a y  f o r  b e c o m i n g  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  N o n e  c a n  b l a m e  h i m  

f o r  b e i n g  a  l i t t l e  s e l f i s h  i n  t h e  g r e a t  r u s h  o f  r a t  r a c e .   

B a l r a m  i s  n o t  a  r o b o t i c  c r e a t i o n  o f  A d i g a .  A  s e n s i b l e  r e a d e r  c a n n o t  

m i s s  t h e  e c h o e s  o f  h i s  p a l p i t a t i n g  h e a r t .  T h e  s u p e r p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  

l i k e  p o l i c e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i s  r e a d y  t o  s q u e e z e  t h e  
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l a s t  d r o p  o f  b l o o d  f r o m  h i m .  H e  i s  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  m o s t  w a n t e d  

c r i m i n a l  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  p o l i c e ,  b u t  h e  k n o w s  p r e t t y  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  

p o l i c e  c a n n o t  r e a c h  h i m  a n yw h e r e  n e a r  B a n g a l o r e .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  

t h e  P r e m i e r  h e  i s  s h a r i n g  h i s  s e n s i t i v e  f e e l i n g  a b o u t  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  

d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  l o o k  b a c k .  H e  h a s  n o  d e s i r e  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  

d a r k n e s s .  T h e  w o r l d  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  m ys t e r y  f o r  h i m .  H e  h a s  n o  

g u i l t y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  f o r  w h a t  h e  d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t ;  a n yh o w ,  t h a t  p a s t  

i s  a l r e a d y  d e a d  a n d  b u r i e d .  H e  d a r e s  n o t  h e a r  t h e  s a d  s t o r y  o f  t h e  

m e r c i l e s s  a n d  b r u t a l  k i l l i n g  o f  a l l  h i s  n e a r  a n d  d e a r  o n e s  a t  h o m e .  

H e  i s  a  c h a n g e d  p e r s o n ;  t h e  h a r s h n e s s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  

t r a n s f o r m e d  h i m .   

I n  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ,  A d i g a  g i v e s  a  t yp i c a l  i n s t a n c e  o f  p o w e r  

t h a t  c i r c u l a t e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  p o w e r  

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  v e r y  l a n g u a g e  o f  n a r r a t i o n .  T h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p  i s  

u s e d  a s  a  k e y  m e t a p h o r .  A d i g a  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

g l o o m y a n d  s a d  p i c t u r e  o f  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y .  I t  h a r d l y  m a t t e r s  w h e t h e r  

i t  i s  r u r a l  o r  u r b a n  s o c i e t y ;  t h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p  i s  t h e  c a p t i v a t i n g  

f o r c e .  T h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  l e f t  o n  t h e  m a r g i n ,  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  

I n d i a n s  w h o  o n c e  g o t  e n s l a v e d ,  d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  r e s i s t  a n d  q u e s t i o n  

t h e  p o w e r  b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f  t h e m  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  i t  a s  t h e  n e v e r  

e n d i n g  p a r t  o f  d e s t i n y .  L i v i n g  i n  d a r k n e s s  s i n c e  l o n g  h a s  r o b b e d  

t h e m  o f  t h e  s e n s e  o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  j o y .  T h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p  i s  

s ym b o l i c  o f  t h a t  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  t h e  c h i c k s  t o  

c o m e  o u t .  T h e y  a r e  b a r r i c a d e d  f r o m  a l l  s i d e s  t o  m a k e  v e r y  n a r r o w  

s p a c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  g e t  m u c h  s t r e n g t h  t o  f l u t t e r  t h e i r  w i n g s .  

T h e  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f e e b l e  b o d i e s  a n d  t h e  h o p e l e s s  

m i n d s  o f  t h e  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  d e p r i v e d  a n d  m a r g i n a l i z e d  I n d i a n  g e t s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s :  

O n  t h e  w o o d e n  d e s k  a b o v e  t h i s  c o o p  s i t s  a  g r i n n i n g  yo u n g  

b u t c h e r ,  s h o w i n g  o f f  t h e  f l e s h  a n d  o r g a n s  o f  a  r e c e n t l y  
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c h o p p e d - u p  c h i c k e n ,  s t i l l  o l e a g i n o u s  w i t h  a  c o a t i n g  o f  d a r k  

b l o o d .  T h e  r o o s t e r s  i n  t h e  c o o p  s m e l l  t h e  b l o o d  f r o m  a b o v e .  

T h e y  s e e  t h e  o r g a n s  o f  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s  l y i n g  a r o u n d  t h e m .  T h e y  

k n o w  t h e y‘ r e  n e x t .  Y e t  t h e y  d o  n o t  r e b e l .  T h e y  d o  n o t  t r y  t o  

g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  c o o p .   

T h e  v e r y  s a m e  t h i n g  i s  d o n e  w i t h  h u m a n  b e i n g s  i n  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  ( 1 7 3 - 1 7 4 ) .   

T h e  g r i s l y  d e p i c t i o n  a b o v e  w i t h  t e l l i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i s  t h e  

h a l l m a r k  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  A d i g a .  H e  i s  a  m a s t e r  n a r r a t o r  w h e n  h e  

h a s  t o  m a t c h  l a n g u a g e  t o  d e s c r i b e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  

B a l r a m  a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u c h  a  c a g e - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e  t i m e  a n d  a g a i n ,  

d e b a r r i n g  h i m  f r o m  t h e  b a s i c  d i g n i t y  o f  l i f e .  H e  i s  o n e  a m o n g  t h e  

m i l l i o n s ,  w h o  h a s  t h e  t o u c h  o f  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  u n i q u e  a n d  e x t r a -

o r d i n a r y .  T h e  p r e v a l e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  t h r e a t e n  h i m ,  b u t  h e  i s  a  

c o u r a g e o u s  p e r s o n  t o  f a c e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  H e  f i g h t s  b a c k ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  a  d o g  

d o e s  n o t  f i g h t  r a t h e r  i t  i s  f i g h t  i n  t h e  d o g  t h a t  f i g h t s .  H e  h a s  t h e  

s p i r i t  i n  h i m  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  a g e - l o n g  h i s t o r y  b e c a u s e  

h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f  w a n t s  t o  m a k e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  o w n :  

T h e  g r e a t e s t  t h i n g  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  t e n  

t h o u s a n d  ye a r s  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p .   

G o  t o  O l d  D e l h i ,  b e h i n d  t h e  J a m a  M a s j i d ,  a n d  l o o k  a t  t h e  w a y  

t h e y  k e e p  c h i c k e n s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  m a r k e t .  H u n d r e d s  o f  p a l e  h e n s  

a n d  b r i g h t l y  c o l o r e d  r o o s t e r s ,  s t u f f e d  t i g h t l y  i n t o  w i r e - m e s h  

c a g e s ,  p a c k e d  a s  t i g h t l y  a s  w o r m s  i n  a  b e l l y ,  p e c k i n g  e a c h  

o t h e r  a n d  s h i t t i n g  o n  e a c h  o t h e r ,  j o s t l i n g  j u s t  f o r  b r e a t h i n g  

s p a c e ;  t h e  w h o l e  c a g e  g i v i n g  o f f  a  h o r r i b l e  s t e n c h  –  t h e  

s t e n c h  o f  t e r r i f i e d ,  f e a t h e r e d  f l e s h  ( 1 7 3 ) .   
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T h e  a b o v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  m a t c h e s  w i t h  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  N a z i  c a m p s .  

T h e  l i n e s  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  t h e  t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s ,  

w h o  h a v e  s o m e h o w  a d j u s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  u n j u s t  s o c i a l  s ys t e m  

p r e v a i l i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  T h e  o r t h o d o x  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t i c  s ys t e m  h a s  

a l w a ys  f a v o u r e d  t h e  r i c h .  T h e  c o o p - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  

s p e c i a l t y  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  I n d i a ,  b u t  e v e n  t h e  b i g  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s  

h a v e  m a d e  i t  t h e i r  p a r t .  T h e  s u f f e r e r s  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  b e a s t s  o n l y  t o  

c a t e r  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  r i c h .  B a l r a m  i s  s h a r i n g  

h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  M r .  W e n  J i a b a o :  

W a t c h  t h e  r o a d s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  i n  D e l h i ;  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  yo u  

w i l l  s e e  a  m a n  o n  a  c yc l e - r i c k s h a w ,  p e d a l i n g  d o w n  t h e  r o a d ,  

w i t h  a  g i a n t  b e d ,  o r  a  t a b l e ,  t i e d  t o  t h e  c a r t  t h a t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  

h i s  c yc l e .  E v e r y  d a y  f u r n i t u r e  i s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  p e o p l e ' s  h o m e s  

b y  t h i s  m a n  –  t h e  d e l i v e r ym a n .  A  b e d  c o s t s  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  

r u p e e s ,  m a yb e  s i x  t h o u s a n d .  A d d  t h e  c h a i r s ,  a n d  a  c o f f e e  

t a b l e ,  a n d  i t ' s  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  t h o u s a n d .  A  m a n  c o m e s  o n  a  

c yc l e - c a r t ,  b r i n g i n g  yo u  t h i s  b e d ,  t a b l e ,  a n d  c h a i r s ,  a  p o o r  

m a n  w h o  m a y  m a k e  f i v e  h u n d r e d  r u p e e s  a  m o n t h .  H e  u n l o a d s  

a l l  t h i s  f u r n i t u r e  f o r  yo u ,  a n d  yo u  g i v e  h i m  t h e  m o n e y  i n  c a s h  

–  a  f a t  w a d  o f  c a s h  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  b r i c k .  H e  p u t s  i t  i n t o  h i s  

p o c k e t ,  o r  i n t o  h i s  s h i r t ,  o r  i n t o  h i s  u n d e r w e a r ,  a n d  c yc l e s  

b a c k  t o  h i s  b o s s  a n d  h a n d s  i t  o v e r  w i t h o u t  t o u c h i n g  a  s i n g l e  

r u p e e  o f  i t !  A  ye a r ' s  s a l a r y ,  t w o  ye a r s '  s a l a r y ,  i n  h i s  h a n d s ,  

a n d  h e  n e v e r  t a k e s  a  r u p e e  o f  i t .   

E v e r y  d a y ,  o n  t h e  r o a d s  o f  D e l h i ,  s o m e  c h a u f f e u r  i s  d r i v i n g  

a n  e m p t y  c a r  w i t h  a  b l a c k  s u i t c a s e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  b a c k s e a t .  

I n s i d e  t h a t  s u i t c a s e  i s  a  m i l l i o n ,  t w o  m i l l i o n  r u p e e s ;  m o r e  

m o n e y  t h a n  t h a t  c h a u f f e u r  w i l l  s e e  i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e .  …  W h y?  …  

W h y d o e s n ‘ t  t h a t  s e r v a n t  t a k e  t h e  s u i t c a s e  f u l l  o f  d i a m o n d s ?  

H e ‘ s  n o  G a n d h i ,  h e ‘ s  h u m a n ,  h e ‘ s  yo u  a n d  m e .  B u t  h e ‘ s  i n  t h e  
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R o o s t e r  C o o p .  T h e  t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  o f  s e r v a n t s  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

t h e  e n t i r e  I n d i a n  e c o n o m y .  T h e  G r e a t  I n d i a n  R o o s t e r  C o o p  

( 1 7 4 - 1 7 5 ) .  

T h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p  i s  a  f o r m  o f  s i n i s t e r  s e r v i t u d e .  A d i g a  i n t e n d s  t o  

s a y  t h a t  t h e  p o o r  a n d  d e s t i t u t e  l a c k  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  i n  

t h e m .  T h a t  i s  w h y ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  c o m e  o u t  o f  i t  a n d  r e s i s t  t h e  

p o w e r  o f  t h e  b u t c h e r ,  w h o  i s  t o  t e a r  t h e m  o f f  i n t o  p i e c e s .  T h e  

n e g a t i v e  f o r c e  o f  p o w e r  h a s  a l w a ys  c r e a t e d  h a v o c  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  

i n n o c e n c e .  I g n o r a n c e  h a s  a l w a ys  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  K n o w l e d g e  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  v o i c e  o f  

s u p e r i o r i t y  a n d  h a s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  d w a r f  a n d  b e l i t t l e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

d e p r i v e d  o f  i t .  I t  s p e a k s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  s u p p r e s s i o n  a n d  n o t  

s u b l i m a t i o n .  A s  L e e l a  G a n d h i  d e l i n e a t e s  i n  h e r  b o o k  P o s t c o l o n i a l  

T h e o r y  ( 1 9 9 8 )  ― p o w e r  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  c o r r u p t i n g  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  i n t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  k n o w l e d g e ‖  ( 7 5 ) .  T h e  n o v e l  q u o t e s  t h e  f a m o u s  v e r s e  

o f  t h e  p o e t  I q b a l  ― I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  k e y  f o r  ye a r s  b u t  t h e  d o o r  

w a s  a l w a ys  o p e n ‖  ( 2 6 7 ) .  T h e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h i s  q u o t e  i s  t h a t  i t  

i n s p i r e s  B a l r a m  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  s h a c k l e s  a n d  e n t e r  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  i n f i n i t y .  H e  h a s  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  d r i v e  t o  

b r i n g  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a n g e ,  a  c o m p l e t e  r e v e r s a l  i n  h i s  l i f e  s t y l e .   

B a l r a m  h a s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s u f f e r i n g  i n  s u c h  a  R o o s t e r  C o o p  w h e n  

t h e  b l a m e  o f  k i l l i n g  a  p o o r  c h i l d  b y  c a r  d r i v e n  b y  P i n k y  m a d a m  i s  

t h r u s t  u p o n  h i m ,  o n l y  t o  s a v e  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  m i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  

w h e r e  h e  i s  e a r n i n g  h i s  l i v e l i h o o d .  H i s  i n n o c e n c e  a n d  s e r v i t u d e  

d e f e a t  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  c o m m o n  s e n s e  w h e n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  h i s  

o b e d i e n c e  c o n f r o n t s  h i m .  H e  k n o w s  t h a t  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  o r d e r  o f  h i s  

m a s t e r  i s  j u s t  t o  t h r o w  h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  b u t  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  g o o d n e s s  o f  h i s  h e a r t  m a k e s  h i m  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

T h e  l i f e  o f  a  d r i v e r  i n  D e l h i  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h u s :   
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T h e  j a i l s  o f  D e l h i  a r e  f u l l  o f  d r i v e r s  w h o  a r e  t h e r e  b e h i n d  

b a r s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  b l a m e  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d ,  s o l i d  

m i d d l e - c l a s s  m a s t e r s .  W e  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  t h e  

m a s t e r s  s t i l l  o w n  u s ,  b o d y ,  s o u l ,  a n d  a r s e .  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t :  

w e  a l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  g r e a t e s t  d e m o c r a c y .  W h a t  a  f u c k i n g  

j o k e .  D o e s n ' t  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  f a m i l y  p r o t e s t ?  F a r  f r o m  i t .  T h e y  

w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  g o  a b o u t  b r a g g i n g .  T h e i r  b o y  B a l r a m  h a d  t a k e n  

t h e  f a l l ,  g o n e  t o  T i h a r  J a i l  f o r  h i s  e m p l o ye r .  H e  w a s  l o ya l  a s  

a  d o g .  H e  w a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  s e r v a n t .  T h e  j u d g e s ?  W o u l d n ' t  t h e y  

s e e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  o b v i o u s l y  f o r c e d  c o n f e s s i o n ?  B u t  t h e y  a r e  i n  

t h e  r a c k e t  t o o .  T h e y  t a k e  t h e i r  b r i b e ,  t h e y  i g n o r e  t h e  

d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  c a s e .  A n d  l i f e  g o e s  o n  ( 1 6 9 ) .  

B a l r a m  h a s  t o  f i n a l l y  b r e a k  t h e  c h a i n s .  H e  i s  n o  m o r e  r e a d y  t o  b o w  

d o w n  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n y  p o w e r  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  m o r e  

d a n g e r o u s  e v e n  t h a n  t h e  d a n g e r  i t s e l f .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  m a y  

n o t  g i v e  a n y  s o c i a l  r e s p e c t  t o  h i m  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  b l a t a n t l y  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  h e  h a s  

r e m a i n e d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i t s  s a v a g e  a n d  c r u e l  r u l e .  M r .  A s h o k ,  h i s  

e m p l o ye r ,  c a l l s  h i m  a  h a l f - b a k e d  p e r s o n ,  w h o   

c a n  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e ,  b u t  h e  d o e s n ‘ t  g e t  w h a t  h e ‘ s  r e a d .  H e ‘ s  

h a l f - b a k e d .  T h e  c o u n t r y  i s  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  h i m ,  I ‘ l l  t e l l  

yo u  t h a t .  A n d  w e  e n t r u s t  o u r  g l o r i o u s  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

d e m o c r a c y‘  –  h e  p o i n t e d  a t  m e  –  ‗ t o  c h a r a c t e r s  l i k e  t h e s e .  

T h a t ‘ s  t h e  w h o l e  t r a g e d y  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ‘  ( 1 0 ) .   

M r .  A s h o k ,  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  S t o r k ,  i s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  W e s t e r n  

w o r l d  w h o  h a s  t h e  s u p e r f l u o u s  t o u c h  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d  

l i b e r a l  i d e a s .  H e  h a s  s ym p a t h y  f o r  B a l r a m ,  b u t  t h e  I n d i a n  p o w e r  

s t r u c t u r e  d o e s  h o l d  h i m  s o  t i g h t l y  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  g o  o u t  o f  w a y  t o  

h e l p  h i m .  T h e  s t o r k ,  o n e  o f  t h e  p o w e r f u l  l a n d l o r d s  o f  L a x a m a n g a r h ,  

h a s  t h e  f i n a l  s a y  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a n y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n .  B a l r a m ,  a p a r t  
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f r o m  d o i n g  t h e  j o b  o f  a  d r i v e r ,  h a s  t o  t a k e  e v e r y  p a i n  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  

h i m .  E v e r y  d a y  h e  h a s  t o  m a s s a g e  h i s  f e e t  i n  h o t  w a t e r .  H e  h a s  t o  

b e  a t  h i s  b e c k  a n d  c a l l .  B a l r a m  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  A s h o k  f o r  h i s  

w e a k n e s s  a n d  t e n d e r n e s s .  M u k e s h ,  w h o s e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  h a s  m a d e  

h i m  t o  b e  c a l l e d ,  M o n g o o s e ,  i s  M r .  A s h o k ‘ s  b r o t h e r .  H e  h a s  n e v e r  

b e e n  g e n e r o u s  a n d  f r i e n d l y  t o  B a l r a m .  H e  t r e a t s  B a l r a m  i n h u m a n l y .  

P i n k y ,  A s h o k ‘ s  A m e r i c a n  w i f e ,  h a s  o p e n  m i n d  a n d  s h e  c o m e s  t o  

I n d i a  o n l y  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e .  S h e  w a n t s  h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  

A m e r i c a  a s  A s h o k  h a d  a l r e a d y  p r o m i s e d  h e r  b e f o r e  c o m i n g  t o  I n d i a .  

S h e  w a s  a c c u l t u r a t e d  t o  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  i t s  w a ys  o f  h i g h  l i f e .  T i m e  

a n d  a g a i n ,  s h e  d o e s  n o t  l e a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h i d e  B a l r a m  f o r  

h i s  m i n o r  m i s t a k e s  a l s o .  S h e  h a s  h e r  o p i n i o n  a b o u t  h i m  t h a t  i s  v e r y  

s t i n g i n g  a n d  h u m i l i a t i n g .  S h e  t h i n k s  t h a t  B a l r a m  i s  t o o  m e e k  a n d  

d u m b  l i k e  a  p r i m i t i v e  p e r s o n  t o  s p e a k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m .  W h i l e  

d r i v i n g  H o n d a  C i t y  t o  G r e a t e r  K a i l a s h  E - 2 3 1 ,  B a l r a m  g e t s  c o n f u s e d  

a s  t h e  p l a c e  w a s  q u i t e  n e w  t o  h i m .  S h e  ye l l s ,  ― I  t o l d  yo u  n o t  t o  

b r i n g  t h i s  yo k e l  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e ‖  ( 1 1 9 ) .  I t  i s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  b y  

t h e  h i g h e r  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  

w e a k e r  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p o w e r  g a m e .  A s  P . D .  

N i m s a r k a r  ( 2 0 1 0 )  c o m m e n t s :   

T h e  l a n g u a g e  i s  h e r e  a  m e d i u m  o f  p o w e r  d o m i n a n c e ,  a  m a r k e r  

o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  w h e r e b y  t h e  s e n s e  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  i s  

i m p l a n t e d  i n t o  t h e  p o o r  s e r v a n t s ‘  p s yc h e ,  p e r p e t u a t i n g  

c u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t  ( 9 3 ) .   

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  t o  d r i v e  h o m e  t h i s  

p o i n t .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p e r p e t u a t i n g  d o m i n a n c e  o v e r  

t h e  w e a k .  I t  h a s  t h e  f o r c e  t o  i m p o s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  

l i n g u i s t i c  p r o p r i e t y .  B a l r a m  i n i t i a l l y  s u b m i t s  h i m s e l f  t o  t h a t  p o w e r  

o f  l a n g u a g e .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  m i s g i v i n g s  h e  h a s  t o  s t r u g g l e  

h a r d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s o -  c a l l e d  d i g n i t y  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  h i s  m a s t e r .  



119 
 

P i n k y  h u m i l i a t e s  h i m  w i t h  t h e s e  h a r s h  w o r d s  w h e n  h e  i s  m a k i n g  

g i n g e r  t e a  f o r  h e r :   

Y o u ‘ r e  s o  f i l t h y !  L o o k  a t  yo u ,  l o o k  a t  yo u r  t e e t h ,  l o o k  a t  yo u r  

c l o t h e s !  T h e r e ' s  r e d  p a a n  a l l  o v e r  yo u r  t e e t h ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  

r e d  s p o t s  o n  yo u r  s h i r t .  I t ' s  d i s g u s t i n g !  G e t  o u t  –  c l e a n  u p  t h e  

m e s s  yo u ‘ v e  m a d e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  a n d  g e t  o u t  ( 1 4 6 ) .   

B a l r a m  h a s  n o  o p t i o n  l e f t  f o r  h i m  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  f o r  s u c h  

w e a k n e s s  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  u p b r i n g i n g  i n  a  l o w e r  c l a s s .  I t  i s  t r u e  

t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  b r e d  i n  t h e  a n g l o p h i l e  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  H i s  E n g l i s h  

l a n g u a g e  c o m p e t e n c e  i s  a l m o s t  n e g l i g i b l e .  D u r i n g  t h e  e x p o s u r e  t o  

t h i s  l a n g u a g e  i n  D e l h i ,  i t  h a s  a d d e d  e x c i t e m e n t  t o  h i m  b u t  h i s  p o o r  

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  ‗ m a l l ‘  h a s  m a d e  h i m  a n  o b j e c t  o f  

l a u g h t e r  f o r  P i n k y .  W h e n  h e  i s  d r e s s e d  u p  a s  a  M a h a r a j a  o n  t h e  

o c c a s i o n  o f  h e r  b i r t h d a y  s h e  l a u g h s  a t  h i m  i n  d e r i s i o n :  

S h e  l a u g h e d  a n d  l a u g h e d  a n d  l a u g h e d  w h e n  s h e  s a w  m e  i n  m y  

c o s t u m e ,  b o w i n g  l o w  t o  h e r  w i t h  t h e  c a r d b o a r d  b o x .  I  s e r v e d  

t h e m ,  a n d  t h e n ,  a s  M r .  A s h o k  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d ,  s t o o d  n e a r  t h e  

p o r t r a i t  o f  C u d d l e s  a n d  P u d d l e s  w i t h  f o l d e d  h a n d s  a n d  w a i t e d  

( 1 5 4 ) .   

T h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o s t u m e  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

B a l r a m  p r e s e n t  a  c o n t r a s t .  T h e  l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e ,  ‗ h yp e r b o l e ‘ ,  i s  

r e l e v a n t  i n  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  f a c t  b e h i n d  

t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  e x i s t e n c e  o f  B a l r a m  i n  t h e  e ye s  o f  P i n k y .  J . A .  

C u d d o n ,  i n  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  L i t e r a r y  T e r m s  a n d  L i t e r a r y  T h e o r y  

( 1 9 9 8 ) ,  h a s  l a c o n i c a l l y  d e f i n e d  h yp e r b o l e  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  a n  

― e x a g g e r a t i o n  f o r  e m p h a s i s ‖  ( 4 0 6 ) ,  A d i g a  h a s  u s e d  t h i s  d e v i c e  t o  

p r o v e  t h e  d u b i o u s  s t a t u s  o f  B a l r a m .  T h e  s u g g e s t i v e  p o v e r t y  i n  t h e  

h yp e r b o l i c  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  A d i g a  u s e d  f o r  B a l r a m  c l a d  i n  t h e  d r e s s  o f  

‗ M a h a r a j a ‘  i s  m a k i n g  f u n  o f  h i s  p o v e r t y .  T h e  g l o o m y f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  
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p r o t a g o n i s t  i s  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i l l u m i n a t e d  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  r i c h e s  

a n d  e x u b e r a n c e .  T h e  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  o v e r  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h i s  p r o t a g o n i s t  i s  q u i t e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  

B a l r a m  m u s t  f e e l  g u i l t y  f o r  h i s  d r e s s  m i s m a t c h i n g  h i s  f o r t u n e .  H e  

m u s t  m o l d  h i s  p e r s o n a  s o  t h a t  h e  m a y  f u l f i l  o t h e r s  e x p e c t a t i o n .  A s  

J e a n  P a u l  S a t r e  w r i t e s :  ― I  a m  p o s s e s s e d  b y  t h e  O t h e r ;  t h e  O t h e r ‘ s  

l o o k  f a s h i o n s  m y  b o d y  i n  i t s  n a k e d n e s s ,  c a u s e s  i t  t o  b e  b o r n ,  

s c u l p t u r e s  i t ,  p r o d u c e s  i t  a s  i t  i s ,  s e e s  i t  a s  I  s h a l l  n e v e r  s e e  i t .  T h e  

o t h e r  h o l d s  a  s e c r e t - t h e  s e c r e t  o f  w h a t  I  a m ‖  ( 3 1 ) .  T h e  ‗ B e i n g ‘  i n  

B a l r a m  g e t s  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  m o v e  t o w a r d s  ‗ B e c o m i n g ‘ .  T h e  

d e p r i v a t i o n  o r  g a p  i n  h i m  i s  t o  b e  f i l l e d  u p .   

T h e  g r a m m a t i c a l  r u l e s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  p o w e r f u l  m u s t  b e  

a c c e p t e d .  T h e  p r o s p e r i t y  c a n  m e e t  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  o n l y  

i f  h e  h a s  e n o u g h  f i g h t  i n  h i m  t o  r e g a i n  w h a t  i s  d e n i e d  b y  s o c i e t y .  

B a l r a m  m u s t  c o m e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  r a i s i n g  h i m s e l f  a b o v e  t h e  m u r k y  

i m p o s i t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  H e r e  i s  t h e  w i l l  p o w e r  i n  t h i s  h e r o  t o  f i g h t  

a l l  o d d s .  H e  t r i e s  t o  c o r r e c t  h i m s e l f  f o r  a p t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n .  H e r e  i s  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  d e c e n t  a n d  p r o p e r  l a n g u a g e  i n  h i m  t h a t  s h o w s  h i s  

w i l l  p o w e r .  H e  c l o s e s  h i s  e ye s  t o  p r a c t i c e  i t  i n  r a p t  a t t e n t i o n .  H e  

f u r t h e r  s t r a i n s  u p  t o  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  w o r d  ‗ P i z z a ‘  i n  a  p r o p e r  w a y  i n  

a b s e n c e  o f  b o t h  t h e  m a s t e r  a n d  m i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w h e n  h e  i s  

w a s h i n g  t h e  d i s h e s  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n :  

‗ P i j j a . ‘  

‗ P z i j j a . ‘  

‗ Z i p p j a . ‘  

‗ P i z j a . ‘   ( 1 5 5 )  

H i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  s h o w s  h i s  u r g e  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  r i c h  

a n d ,  t h r o u g h  i t ,  m a s t e r  t h e  ‗ m a s t e r ‘  h i m s e l f .  H e  w a n t s  t o  b e c o m e  

l i k e  A s h o k ,  a  s y m b o l  o f  l a n g u a g e  d r i v e n  p o w e r  f o r  h i m .  In  t h i s  

c o n t e x t ,  U l k a  A n j a r i a  ( 2 0 1 5 )  a r g u e s :   
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I n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  A s h o k ,  B a l r a m ‘ s  

b o s s ,  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  u n l i k e  t h e  r e s t  

o f  h i s  f a m i l y ,  h e  w e a r s  d i f f e r e n t  c l o t h s ,  k n o w s  t h e  c o r r e c t  

p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  ‗ p i z z a ‘  a n d  i s  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  l i b e r a l  t h a n  h i s  

b r o t h e r  i n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s  d r i v e r  ( 1 3 ) .   

L a n g u a g e  i s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  s u p e r i o r  c u l t u r e  a n d  m a s t e r i n g .  I t  i s  

b o u n d  t o  m a k e  a  m a n  l o o k  h i g h e r  i n  h i e r a r c h y ,  a n d  b y  i m i t a t i n g  

A s h o k ,  B a l r a m  w a n t s  t o  s c a l e  u p  h i s  s t a t u s .  T h e  f a c i l i t y  o f  

l a n g u a g e  h a v i n g  t h e  f o r c e  o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  h a s  

a l w a ys  b e e n  d e n i e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  v i c t i m i z e d  a n d  

i m p o v e r i s h e d .  T h e  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e  

s p e a k s  v o l u m e s  a b o u t  t h e  s i n i s t e r  p o l i t i c s  p l a ye d  b y  p o w e r  

m o n g e r s .  M a n n e r s ,  e t i q u e t t e ,  s t a n d a r d  a n d  c u l t u r e  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  

s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  e l i t e s  o n l y  t o  d w a r f  t h e  a l r e a d y  

d w a r f e d  i m a g e  o f  t h e  p o o r  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  T h e  d a r k  i s  d a r k  s i m p l y  

b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  n o t  s e e n  t h e  l i g h t ,  o r  l i g h t  h a s  b e e n  d e n i e d  t o  i t .  

T h e r e  i s  a  S a n s k r i t  S l o k a  t h a t  s a ys  T a m s o  M a a  J y o t i r g a m a y a ,  w h i c h  

m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  i n t e n d s  t o  m o v e  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d a r k n e s s  

t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  l i g h t .  A d i g a  u s e s  ― L i g h t ‖  a n d  ― D a r k n e s s ‖  r e p e a t e d l y  

i n  t h e  n o v e l  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h i s  p a r a d o x i c a l  s e t u p .  H e r e  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  

s t r o n g  m e t a p h o r s  b y  h i m :   

I n d i a  i s  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  i n  o n e :  a n  I n d i a  o f  L i g h t ,  a n d  a n  I n d i a  

o f  D a r k n e s s .  T h e  o c e a n  b r i n g s  l i g h t  t o  m y  c o u n t r y .  E v e r y  

p l a c e  o n  t h e  m a p  o f  I n d i a  n e a r  t h e  o c e a n  i s  w e l l  o f f .  B u t  t h e  

r i v e r  b r i n g s  d a r k n e s s  t o  I n d i a  –  t h e  b l a c k  r i v e r .  W h i c h  b l a c k  

r i v e r  a m  I  t a l k i n g  o f  –  w h i c h  r i v e r  o f  D e a t h ,  w h o s e  b a n k s  a r e  

f u l l  o f  r i c h ,  d a r k ,  s t i c k y  m u d  w h o s e  g r i p  t r a p s  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  

i s  p l a n t e d  i n  i t ,  s u f f o c a t i n g  a n d  c h o k i n g  a n d  s t u n t i n g  i t ?  W h y ,  

I  a m  t a l k i n g  o f  M o t h e r  G a n g a ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  V e d a s ,  r i v e r  o f  

i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  p r o t e c t o r  o f  u s  a l l ,  b r e a k e r  o f  t h e  c h a i n  o f  b i r t h  
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a n d  r e b i r t h .  E v e r y w h e r e  t h i s  r i v e r  f l o w s ,  t h a t  a r e a  i s  t h e  

D a r k n e s s  ( 1 4 - 1 5 ) .   

T h e  d u a l i t i e s  a n d  d i a l e c t i c s  a r e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  t h a t  a r e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s e .  H e r e  i s  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  l i g h t  a n d  

d a r k n e s s  t o  n a r r a t e  t h e  d i c h o t o m y o f  I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n :  

S o m e t i m e s ,  i n  m y  a p a r t m e n t ,  I  t u r n  o n  b o t h  c h a n d e l i e r s ,  a n d  

t h e n  I  l i e  d o w n  a m i d  a l l  t h a t  l i g h t ,  a n d  I  j u s t  s t a r t  l a u g h i n g .  

A  m a n  i n  h i d i n g ,  a n d  ye t  h e ' s  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  c h a n d e l i e r s !   

T h e r e  –  I ‘ m  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  s e c r e t  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e .  T h e  

p o l i c e  s e a r c h e d  f o r  m e  i n  d a r k n e s s :  b u t  I  h i d  m ys e l f  i n  l i g h t  

( 1 1 8 ) .   

N o b o d y  l i k e s  t h e  d a r k n e s s  b u t  o n l y  t h e  i l l  f a t e  o f  a  m a n  h o l d s  h i m  

i n  t h e  p i t c h  o f  i t .  T h e  m a n  o f  a c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s t o p  m a k i n g  a  f i g h t  

a g a i n s t  i t .  H e r e ,  i t  i s  t h e  w o r l d  o f  l i g h t  t h a t  h a s  c o m p e l l e d  h i m  t o  

g e t  i n t o  i n t r o s p e c t i o n .  T h e  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  c r o p p i n g  u p  i n  

B a l r a m ‘ s  m i n d  i s  w o r t h  n o t i c i n g :   

W h y  h a d  m y  f a t h e r  n e v e r  t o l d  m e  n o t  t o  s c r a t c h  m y  g r o i n ?  

W h y  h a d  m y  f a t h e r  n e v e r  t a u g h t  m e  t o  b r u s h  m y  t e e t h  i n  

m i l k y  f o a m ?  W h y  h a d  h e  r a i s e d  m e  t o  l i v e  l i k e  a n  a n i m a l ?  

W h y  d o  a l l  t h e  p o o r  l i v e  a m i d  s u c h  f i l t h ,  s u c h  u g l i n e s s ?  

( 1 5 1 ) .   

M r .  A s h o k  h a s  a  f l a w  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  i s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  

v e r y  s e r i o u s  o n e  t h a t  d o o m s  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  e ye s  o f  h i s  e v e r  

l o ya l  s e r v a n t ,  B a l r a m .  T h e  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  c o a l m i n e s  a t  D h a n b a d  

a n d  h i s  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  u n f a i r  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o r r u p t  m i n i s t e r s  i n  

D e l h i  i s  w i t n e s s e d  b y  B a l r a m .  T h e  r e d  b a g  f i l l e d  w i t h  m o n e y  

p e r m a n e n t l y  s p o i l s  t h e  m i n d  o f  B a l r a m  a g a i n s t  h i s  m a s t e r .  

H yp o c r i s y ,  d u p l i c i t y ,  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  i n g r a i n e d  i n  A s h o k ;  
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t h e y  b e g i n  t o  i n f e c t  B a l r a m  t o o .  L i k e  A s h o k  h e  w a n t s  t o  s u c c e e d  a t  

a n y  c o s t ,  s o  f e d  u p  h e  b e c o m e s  w i t h  h i s  p r o p e r  w a ys .  T h r o u g h o u t  a  

s u f f e r e r  a n d  v i c t i m  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  h i s  m i n d  i s  t i l t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o -

c a l l e d  w o r l d  o f  l i g h t ,  w h e r e  c o r r u p t i o n  r u l e s  t h e  r o o s t .  H e  k n o w s  

t h a t  h o n e s t y  a n d  l o ya l t y  c a n  n e v e r  h e l p  h i m  t o  r e a c h  t h e  p e a k  o f  

s u c c e s s .   

S t i l l ,  t h e  b i n a r y  o f  g o o d  a n d  b a d ,  s m a l l  a n d  b i g ,  i n n o c e n c e  

a n d  c u n n i n g n e s s ,  h o n e s t y  a n d  d i s h o n e s t y  p e r s i s t s  a n d  k e e p s  h i m  

h o v e r i n g  b e t w e e n  t w o  o p p o s i t e s .  T h i s  c h e c k s  h i m  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  a  

h a r d  c o r e  b u s i n e s s m a n .  B a l r a m ,  t h o u g h  a w a r e  o f  t h e  t r i c k s  o f  t h e  

b u s i n e s s ,  s t i l l  r e l i e s  o n  c o m m o n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  g o o d  s e n s e .  T r u e  

i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  h e i n o u s  a n d  d i a b o l i c a l  c r i m e  B a l r a m  c o m m i t s  b y  

k i l l i n g  h i s  m a s t e r ,  h i s  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  a s  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r  i s  m a r k e d  

b y  g o o d  w o r k s  a l s o .  H e  h a s  t o  b i d  g o o d b ye  t o  a l l  h i s  p a s t  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b u t  h e  b r i n g s  h i s  n e p h e w  b a c k  f r o m  h i s  v i l l a g e  t o  

B a n g a l o r e  t o  e d u c a t e  h i m .  B a l r a m  a l s o  s t a r t s  a  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  

d o w n t r o d d e n  c h i l d r e n ;  m a y  b e  s o m e  o f  t h e m  e v e n t u a l l y  m a y  t u r n  

o u t  w h i t e  t i g e r s .         

 B a l r a m  s h o w s  h i s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n  i n  I n d i a  w h i c h  h a s  g o t  c o r r u p t e d .  A l l  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  p o l l u t e d .  T h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  m e d i a  j o i n  h a n d  

t o g e t h e r  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  s h o w  o f  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e y  d o  n o t  i n t e n d .  

T h e y  a r e  h yp o c r i t e s  a n d  h i d d e n  c r i m i n a l s .  B a l r a m  c o m e s  t o  

B a n g a l o r e - t h e  m o d e l  c i t y  o f  I n d i a ,  t h a t  ye l l s  m u c h  a b o u t  p r o s p e r i t y  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e  f i n d s  t h e  g l o o m y p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t  t a l k s  

a  d i f f e r e n t  r e a l i t y  t h a n  t h e  c l a i m e d  o n e .  I n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  J i a b a o ,  h e  

o p e n s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  c i t y  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s :  

… t h e  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o d a y  a n n o u n c e d  a  p l a n  t o  

e l i m i n a t e  m a l n u t r i t i o n  i n  B a n g a l o r e  i n  s i x  m o n t h s .  H e  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o t  o n e  h u n g r y  c h i l d  i n  t h e  c i t y  
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b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  A l l  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  t o  w o r k  s i n g l e -

m i n d e d l y  t o w a r d  t h i s  g o a l ,  h e  d e c l a r e d .  F i v e  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  

r u p e e s  w i l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  m a l n u t r i t i o n  e r a d i c a t i o n  ( 2 9 1 ) .   

B a l r a m  i s  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e s e  t a l l  t a l k s  f i n a l l y  v a n i s h i n g  i n t o  t h i n  

a i r .  T h i s  i s  h o w  m e t r o s  a r e  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  h e a v e n  o n  e a r t h ,  h i d i n g  

t h e  t e r r i b l e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s l u m s .  A n o t h e r  s i m i l a r  h i g h - s o u n d i n g  

c l a i m  i s  m a d e  b y  t h e  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r ,  ― … t h e  f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r  

d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  b u d g e t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s p e c i a l  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  

t u r n  o u r  v i l l a g e s  i n t o  h i g h - t e c h n o l o g y  p a r a d i s e s … ‖  ( i b i d . ) .  I n  f a c t ,  

t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  m e d i a  a r e  b u s y  f e e d i n g  s u c h  t yp e  o f  g o o d  n e w s  

f o r  t h e  w e a k e r ,  s u b a l t e r n ,  m a r g i n a l i z e d ,  s i c k  a n d  d e p r i v e d .  W h i l e  

b i g - w i g s  a r e  c o r r u p t  a n d  h yp o c r i t e s ,  B a l r a m  s t i l l  k e e p s  h i s  

e s s e n t i a l  c o n s c i e n c e  w i t h  h i m .  A l t h o u g h  a  r i c h  m a n  f i n a l l y ,  h e  d o e s  

n o t  c r a v e  f o r  p o w e r  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d o e s  n o t  p l a y  t h e  d i r t y  p o l i t i c s :   

I  a m  n o t  a  p o l i t i c i a n  o r  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n .  N o t  o n e  o f  t h o s e  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m e n  w h o  c a n  k i l l  a n d  m o v e  o n ,  a s  i f  n o t h i n g  

h a d  h a p p e n e d .  I t  t o o k  m e  f o u r  w e e k s  i n  B a n g a l o r e  t o  c a l m  m y  

n e r v e s .  … e v e r y  m o r n i n g  a t  e i g h t  a n d  w a l k e d  a r o u n d  w i t h  a  

b a g  f u l l  o f  c a s h  i n  m y  h a n d s  f o r  f o u r  h o u r s  ( I  d a r e d  n o t  l e a v e  

i t  i n  t h e  h o t e l  r o o m )  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  f o r  l u n c h .  D h a r a m  a n d  I  

a t e  t o g e t h e r .  W h a t  h e  d i d  t o  k e e p  h i m s e l f  a m u s e d  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g s  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  b u t  h e  w a s  i n  g o o d  s p i r i t s .  T h i s  w a s  

t h e  f i r s t  h o l i d a y  h e  h a d  h a d  i n  h i s  w h o l e  l i f e .  H i s  s m i l e s  

c h e e r e d  m e  u p  ( 2 9 5 ) .   

T h i s  n e w  p l a c e  b r i n g s  s o m e  n e w  c h a n g e  i n  h i m  s o  t h a t  h e  m a y  g e t  

w e l l  a d a p t e d  t o  B a n g a l o r e .  H e  h a s  t o  j u s t i f y  a  t i g e r  i n  h i m — a  

W h i t e  T i g e r ,  i n d e e d .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  h e  h a s  t o  b e  a  r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  t o w n .  H e  a p p l i e s  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w h e n  h e  s a ys :   
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N o w  I  h a d  t o  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  i n  B a n g a l o r e  –  I  h a d  t o  f i n d  o u t  

h o w  I  c o u l d  f i t  i n t o  t h i s  c i t y .  I  t r i e d  t o  h e a r  B a n g a l o r e ‘ s  

v o i c e ,  j u s t  a s  I  h a d  h e a r d  D e l h i ‘ s  ( 2 9 7 ) .   

T h e  c i t y  i s  b e i n g  e x p l o r e d  a s  a  h u b  o f  o u t s o u r c i n g  c o m p a n i e s  i n  

I n d i a  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  o v e r  t h e  p h o n e .  H e  

k e e n l y  o b s e r v e s  t h e  f l o w  o f  ― …  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  w e a l t h ,  p o w e r ,  s e x ‖  

( 2 9 8 ) .  H e  d e c i d e s  h i s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  

o u t s o u r c i n g .  H e  w a n t s  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  h e l p l e s s  p e o p l e  o f  

B a n g a l o r e  t o  w h o m  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c i t y  i s  a l w a ys  d e n i e d  a n d  w h o  

a r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  j u n g l e  l i k e  a n i m a l s :   

A n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  T h a t ' s  i t .  T h a t ' s  h o w  I  f i t  i n .  L e t  m e  e x p l a i n ,  

Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y .  S e e ,  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  B a n g a l o r e  l i v e  l i k e  

t h e  a n i m a l s  i n  a  f o r e s t  d o .  S l e e p  i n  t h e  d a y  a n d  t h e n  w o r k  a l l  

n i g h t ,  u n t i l  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e  o ' c l o c k ,  d e p e n d i n g ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e i r  m a s t e r s  a r e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n  A m e r i c a .  

B i g  q u e s t i o n :  h o w  w i l l  t h e  b o ys  a n d  g i r l s  –  g i r l s  e s p e c i a l l y  –  

g e t  f r o m  h o m e  t o  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a t e  e v e n i n g  a n d  t h e n  

g e t  b a c k  h o m e  a t  t h r e e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  T h e r e  i s  n o  n i g h t  b u s  

s ys t e m  i n  B a n g a l o r e ,  n o  t r a i n  s ys t e m  l i k e  i n  M u m b a i .  T h e  

g i r l s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s a f e  o n  b u s e s  o r  t r a i n s  a n yw a y .  T h e  m e n  o f  

t h i s  c i t y ,  f r a n k l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a r e  a n i m a l s .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s  c o m e  i n  ( 2 9 8 ) .   

B a l r a m  e x p l o r e s  a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  l e f t  t h e r e  f o r  h i m .  H e  f o c u s e s  

o n  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  h e l p l e s s  o f f i c e  g o e r s ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  h e  

d e c i d e s  t o  r e n t  t h e  c a r s  f r o m  t h e  d e a l e r s  d i r e c t l y .  F r o m  d r i v i n g  a  

c a r ,  n o w  h e  d e a l s  i n  c a r s .  H e  h a s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  o l d  i n s t i n c t  o f  d r i v e r  

i n  h i m  w h e n  h e  c o m e s  t o  m e e t  T o y o t a  Q u a l i s  d e a l e r s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c o m e s  o u t  o f  h i s  m o u t h  

w h e n  h e  p r o p o s e s  t h e  d e a l e r ;  ― I  w a n t  t o  d r i v e  yo u r  c a r s ‖  ( 2 9 8 ) .  

N o w  a s  i t  s u i t s  a  t r a n s f o r m e d  e n t r e p r e n e u r  i n  B a l r a m ,  t h e  
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c o r r e c t i o n  s o o n  c o m e s :  ― I  w a n t  t o  r e n t  yo u r  c a r s ‖  ( 2 9 9 ) .  A t  f i r s t ,  

h e  i s  a  s o c i a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  w h o  d e v e l o p s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  s u c h  

p e o p l e  i n  B a n g a l o r e  w h o s e  b a c k g r o u n d  e n j o ys  p o w e r  a n d  s t a t u s .  H e  

i s  p r o u d  o f  h a v i n g  s o  m a n y  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  s o  h e  h a s  t o  

i n v i t e  J i a b a o  w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s :  

W h a t  w o u l d  M r .  A s h o k  d o ?  I  w o n d e r e d .  T h e n  i t  h i t  m e .  I  

w a s n ' t  a l o n e — I  h a d  s o m e o n e  o n  m y s i d e !  I  h a d  t h o u s a n d s  o n  

m y  s i d e !  Y o u ' l l  s e e  m y f r i e n d s  w h e n  yo u  v i s i t  B a n g a l o r e  –  

f a t ,  p a u n c h y  m e n  s w i n g i n g  t h e i r  c a n e s ,  o n  B r i g a d e  R o a d ,  

p o k i n g  a n d  h a r a s s i n g  v e n d o r s  a n d  s h a k i n g  t h e m  d o w n  f o r  

m o n e y .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  o f  t h e  p o l i c e ,  o f  c o u r s e  ( 2 9 9 ) .   

B a l r a m  b r i b e s  t h e  p o l i c e  i n s p e c t o r  t o  g e t  h i s  s u p p o r t .  T h e  p o l i c e  

s t a t i o n  s t i l l  h a s  t h e  p o s t e r  w i t h  h i s  p h o t o  i d e n t i t y  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  

i n s c r i p t i o n  ‗ W A N T E D ‘ .  H e  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

c o m p a n y  n a m e d  ‗ W h i t e  T i g e r  D r i v e r s . ‘  H e  o f f e r s  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h i s  

c o m p a n y  t o  a  n i c e  w o m a n  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  a n y  o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  

o b j e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e .  B a l r a m  h a s  c a l l e d  i t  ‗ s t a r t - u p ‘  w h i c h  h a s  

― g r o w n  i n t o  a  b i g  b u s i n e s s ‖  ( 3 0 1 ) .  H e  h a s  o p e n e d  a  w e b s i t e  t o  

p r o m o t e  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  N o w ,  h e  i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  m a k e  a n  a p p e a l  t o  

t h e  C h i n e s e  P r e m i e r :   

I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d r i v e r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a ys ,  b u t  t h e n  I  g a v e  u p .  

I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  I  e v e r  e n j o ye d  d r i v i n g ,  yo u  k n o w ?  T a l k i n g  

i s  m u c h  m o r e  f u n .  N o w  t h e  s t a r t - u p  h a s  g r o w n  i n t o  a  b i g  

b u s i n e s s .  …  S e e  f o r  yo u r s e l f  a t  m y  w e b s i t e .  S e e  m y  m o t t o :  

‗ W e  D r i v e  T e c h n o l o g y  F o r w a r d . ‘  I n  E n g l i s h !  S e e  t h e  p h o t o s  

o f  m y  f l e e t :  t w e n t y - s i x  s h i n i n g  n e w  T o yo t a  Q u a l i s e s ,  a l l  f u l l y  

a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s ,  a l l  c o n t r a c t e d  o u t  t o  

f a m o u s  t e c h n o l o g y  c o m p a n i e s .  I f  y o u  l i k e  m y  S U V s ,  i f  yo u  

w a n t  yo u r  c a l l - c e n t e r  b o ys  a n d  g i r l s  d r i v e n  h o m e  i n  s t y l e ,  j u s t  

c l i c k  w h e r e  i t  s a ys :  C O N T A C T  A S H O K  S H A R M A  N O W !  



127 
 

( 3 0 1 ) .  Y e s ,  A s h o k !  T h a t ‘ s  w h a t  I  c a l l  m ys e l f  t h e s e  d a ys .  …  

A l l  o f  t h e m  b e l o n g  t o  m e  –  M u n n a ,  w h o s e  d e s t i n y  w a s  t o  b e  a  

s w e e t - m a k e r !  Y o u ‘ l l  s e e  p h o t o s  o f  m y  b o ys  t o o .  A l l  s i x t e e n  o f  

t h e m  ( 3 0 2 ) .  

 I n  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  n o v e l  t h e  p o l i t i c s  a n d  

p o w e r  o f  l a n g u a g e  s m e l l s  m u c h  s t r o n g l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  ‗ i n  E n g l i s h ‘  s u g g e s t s  a t t r a c t i o n  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  T h e  

w o r l d  o f  b u s i n e s s  i s  u n i q u e  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  

B a l r a m  h a s  g i v e n  s h a p e  t o  i t .  H e r e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  t h e  g l a z e  o f  l i g h t  

i s  n o t  t h a t  m u c h  o p p r e s s i v e .  T h i s  w o r l d  i s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  

s u f f e r i n g  o f  p a i n s ,  p a n g s ,  a n d  h u m i l i a t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y .  T h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t  u n l o c k s  h i s  a n g u i s h e d  h e a r t  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s :   

O n c e  I  w a s  a  d r i v e r  t o  a  m a s t e r ,  b u t  n o w  I  a m  a  m a s t e r  o f  

d r i v e r s .  I  d o n ' t  t r e a t  t h e m  l i k e  s e r v a n t s  –  I  d o n ‘ t  s l a p ,  o r  

b u l l y ,  o r  m o c k  a n yo n e .  I  d o n ‘ t  i n s u l t  a n y  o f  t h e m  b y  c a l l i n g  

t h e m  m y ‗ f a m i l y ‘ ,  e i t h e r .  T h e y‘ r e  m y  e m p l o ye e s ,  I ‘ m  t h e i r  

b o s s ,  t h a t ‘ s  a l l .  …  N o w ,  d e s p i t e  m y a m a z i n g  s u c c e s s  s t o r y ,  I  

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  I  g o t  m y  r e a l  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  l i f e  ( 3 0 2 ) .   

L i f e  a n d  b u s i n e s s  n e v e r  f o l l o w  s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  S o  m a n y  u p s  a n d  

d o w n s  m e e t  t h e m .  A  v e r y  s e r i o u s  j o l t  t h i s  e n t r e p r e n e u r  r e c e i v e s  

w h e n  h i s  d r i v e r ,  n a m e d  M o h a m m a d  A s i f ,  h i t s  a  b o y  w i t h  h i s  v e h i c l e  

w h i l e  t a k i n g  t h e  g i r l s  h o m e .  T h e  b o y  i s  d e a d  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  w a n t  

A s i f  t o  b e  p u n i s h e d  b y  t h e  p o l i c e .  B a l r a m ,  v e r y  t a c t f u l l y ,  s a v e s  t h e  

d r i v e r  b y  u s i n g  h i s  p o w e r .  H i s  m a g n a n i m i t y  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  i s  

o b v i o u s  w h e n  h e  h e l p s  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d .  T h o s e  c r i t i c s ,  

w h o  h a v e  s h o w n  v e r y  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n  f o r  B a l r a m  a n d  a c c u s e d  h i m  

m u c h  f o r  h i s  h e a r t l e s s  k i l l i n g  o f  M r .  A s h o k ,  s h o u l d  s e e  s u c h  

g e n e r o s i t y  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m o d i f y  t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  B a l r a m  d o e s  

n o t  w a n t  t o  l o o k  b a c k .  E v e n  i f  h e  h a s  g o t  d i s t r a c t e d ,  d e v i a t e d  o r  
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d e l i n k e d ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  r e p e n t  f o r  i t .  T h e  t a t t e r e d  c l o t h e s  o f  

p o v e r t y ,  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  s u b j u g a t i o n  h e  h a s  a l r e a d y  

p u t  o f f  t o  g i v e  w a y  t o  r i c h e s ,  a f f l u e n c e ,  a n d  p o w e r .  H e  h a s  n o  

s h a m e  o r  f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t  f o r  w h a t  h e  d i d  t o  M r .  A s h o k .  I t  w a s  a l l  a  

s m a l l  p r i c e  t h a t  B a l r a m  h a s  t o  p a y  t o  f o r g e  a h e a d  f r o m  a  s h a m e f u l  

l i f e .  K i l l i n g  o f  A s h o k  w a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  r i t u a l  i n  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e .      

T h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t i c  g r o w t h  i n  In d i a  k e e p s  w i t h i n  i t s  w o m b  

t h e  s t o r y  o f  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a n d  b r u t a l i t y .  B a l r a m  s e e k s  a  n e w  

j u d g m e n t ,  t h e  j u d g m e n t  t h a t  i s  b a s e d  o n  n e i t h e r  b i a s  n o r  f a v o u r  t o  

h i m .  B a l r a m ‘ s  i s  a  s a g a  o f  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  a n  

o u t c o m e  o f  h i s  j o u r n e y  f r o m  a  h a l f - b a k e d  l o w e r  c a s t e  I n d i a n  b o y  t o  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  H e  r e c e i v e s  n o m e n c l a t u r e s  f i r s t  

a s  M u n n a ,  s e c o n d l y  a s  B a l r a m ,  t h i r d l y  a s  W h i t e  T i g e r ,  f o u r t h l y  a  

h a l f - b a k e d  p e r s o n ,  f i f t h l y  a  C o u n t r y  m o u s e ,  s i x t h l y  a  t h i n k i n g  m a n ,  

a n d  f i n a l l y  M r .  A s h o k  S h a r m a ,  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  T h e  l a s t  n a m e  h e  

h a s  g i v e n  t o  h i m s e l f  s h o w s  h i s  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  h i s  l i n g e r i n g  

r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s  l a t e  m a s t e r .   

T h i s  j o u r n e y  B a l r a m  u n d e r t a k e s  o n l y  t o  m a k e  a  s t o r y  o f  h i s  

o w n  i n  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  h yp o c r i t i c a l ,  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  w h o s e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  p o w e r  h a s  a l w a y s  d e n i e d  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  m a n  l i k e  h i m .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  o p e n s  a  

n e w  a r e a  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  o n  t h e  r o a d  m a p  o f  l a n g u a g e  a s  

u s e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  

a r t i c u l a t e d  b y  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i o n  

t i l l  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  i t  e n d s ,  g e t s  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

p o w e r .  B a l r a m  i s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  f r o m  t h e  

v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o v e l .  N o t  o n l y  h i s  

c h a r a c t e r  b u t  h i s  l a n g u a g e  t o o  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  g r o w i n g  ye a r s  a n d  

g r o w i n g  s t a t u s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  i n  t h e  n o v e l  i s  w e l l  a d a p t e d  t o  

t h e  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  d e p i c t e d  b y  t h e  n o v e l i s t .  T h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  
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p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e c t  a n y  e f f o r t  

f r o m  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  a n d  s o  i t  c a n  b e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  

p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  w e l l  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  a n  a p t  l a n g u a g e .   

T h e  a b o v e  d i s c o u r s e  h a s  m a d e  i t  e x p l i c i t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  n o v e l  

d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  c r i s i s  a n d  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  p o o r  

B a l r a m .  T h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  c r i s i s  a n d  c o n f l i c t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  G r a m s c i a n  m o d e l  o f  h e g e m o n y ,  a n d  F o u c a u l d i a n  n o t i o n  

o f  p o w e r .  T h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  a n d  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l i z e d  a s  l i v i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  e x e r c i s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  u p o n  h i s t o r y ,  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  

c u l t u r e .  A r a v i n d  A d i g a  h a s  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  

l i n g u i s t i c  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  h e  w r i t e s  t h i s  n o v e l  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

h i d d e n  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h r o u g h  l a n g u a g e .  H i s  

e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n s  w i t h  l a n g u a g e  c a n  b e  s e e n  a t  p h o n o l o g i c a l ,  

m o r p h o l o g i c a l ,  s y n t a c t i c ,  a n d  s e m a n t i c  l e v e l s .  D a v i d  C r ys t a l  i n  h i s  

― M o t h e r  T o u n g e  I n d i a , ‖  ( 2 0 0 5 )  a r g u e s :   

L i n g u i s t i c  s t a t u s  i s  a l w a ys  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  p o w e r - p o l i t i c a l ,  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  …  - s o  t h i s  i s  

r e a l l y  a  q u e s t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  I n d i a  a s  a  w o r l d  

p l a ye r  ( 2 ) .  

T o  f r e e  a  l a n g u a g e  o f  p a s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  t o  d e c o l o n i z e  a  c u l t u r e ,  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  s e l f  o f  t h e  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  A d i g a  n a t i v i s e s  o r  

I n d i a n i s e s  h i s  l a n g u a g e  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  c e r t a i n  w o r d s  o f  H i n d i  

l a n g u a g e .  T h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  H i n d i  w o r d s  i n t o  E n g l i s h  s e n t e n c e s  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s h i f t  f r o m  p o w e r f u l  t o  p o w e r l e s s ,  f r o m  s t a t u s  t o  

c o m m o n p l a c e .  S o m e  o f  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  e x a m p l e s  a r e  g i v e n  b e l o w :   

1 .  U s i n g  w o r d s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  s t r e s s i n g  a  

s o u n d :  ― P r i - v a - s e e ‖  ( 2 0 7 ) .  
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2 .  T h e  u s e  o f  I n d i a n  w o r d s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  s p e l l i n g s :  I t  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s i d e - t r a c k i n g  t h e  i m p e r i a l  m o d e l  

o f  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  a  n e w  f o r m  o f  l a n g u a g e  

w h i c h  m a y  u n s e t t l e  t h e  h e g e m o n i c  f o r m  o f  i t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

― n a m a s t e s ‖  ( 4 ) ,  ― n a m a s t e ‖  ( 9 ) ,  ― s a d h u s ‖  ( 1 5 ) ,  ― g h a t ‖  ( 1 6 ,  

1 8 ) ,  ― H a n u m a n ‖  ( 1 9 ) ,  ― d a a l ‖ ,  ― r o t i s ‖  ( 3 3 ) ,  ― t h u g ! ‖  ( 5 2 ) ,  

― H a l w a i s ‖ ,  ― g u l a b  j a m u n s ‖  ( 6 3 ) ,  ― l a d d o o s ‖  ( 6 5 ) ,  ― p a c c a ‖  

( 1 2 9 ) ,  ― m a n d a l a ‖  ( 2 0 7 ) .  ― M u k e s h a n ‖  ( 2 4 0 ) ,  ― K h a k i ‖  ( 6 7 ) ,  

― d o s a ‖ ,  ― d h a l ‖  ( 2 3 8 ) ,  ― l a s s i ‖  ( 2 3 9 ) .  

3 .  M a k i n g  u n u s u a l  c o m p o u n d  w o r d s  t o  a s s e r t  l o c a l  i d e n t i t y :   

a )  O p e n  c o m p o u n d s :  ( s p e l l e d  a s  t w o  w o r d s )  ― ye l l o w  

m a n ‖ ( 5 ) ,  ― b r o w n  m a n ‖  ( 5 ,  7 ) ,  ― h a l f  f o r m e d ‖ ,  ― h a l f  

d i g e s t e d ‖ ,  ― h a l f  c o r r e c t ‖  ( 1 1 ) ,  ― t e a  s h o p ‖  ( 2 4 ) ,  ― b l u e  

s a f a r i  s u i t ‖  ( 3 3 ) ,  ― N e p a l i  w o m a n ‖  ( 5 8 ) ,  ― ‗ E n g l i s h ‘  

l i q u o r ‖ ,  ― ‗ I n d i a n ‘  l i q u o r ‖ ,  ― c o u n t r y  h o o c h ‖  ( 7 2 ) ,  

― ‗ C h i n e s e ‘  l i q u o r ‖  ( 7 3 ) ,  ― g r e e n  b e d ‖  ( 2 3 3 ) ,  ― g o l d e n  

h a i r ‖  ( 2 3 3 ) ,  ― r e d  b a g ‖  ( 2 4 3 - 4 - 6 ) ,  ― b l a c k  e ye s ‖  ( 2 4 4 ) ,  

― r e d  p u d d l e s ‖  ( 2 4 6 ) ,  ― R o o s t e r  C o o p ‖  ( 2 4 8 ) .  ― f o r e i g n  

g i r l ‖ ,  ― N e p a l i  g i r l ‖  ( 2 5 0 ) .     

b )  C l o s e d  c o m p o u n d s :  ( j o i n e d  t o  f o r m  a  s i n g l e  w o r d ) ,  

― a f t e r s h a v e ‖ ,  ― f r u i t l i k e ‖  ( 9 ) ,  ― p o t b e l l i e d ‖  ( 1 3 ) ,  

― b a c k s i d e s ‖ ,  ― l a n d l o r d s ‖  ( 2 5 ,  6 3 ) ,  ― b a c k b r e a k i n g ‖ ,  

― s t i c k l i k e ‖  ( 2 7 ) ,  ― G o l d s m i t h s ‖  ( 6 3 ) ,  ― B u l l s h i t ‖  ( 8 9 ) ,  

― c l a w l i k e ‖  ( 2 7 3 ) ,  ― l a d yb i r d s ‖  ( 2 7 3 ) ,  ― r a i n w a t e r ‖  ( 2 8 6 ) .   

c )  H yp h e n a t e d  c o m p o u n d s :  W h e r e  t w o  w o r d s  a r e  j o i n e d  b y  

a  h yp h e n .  S o m e t i m e s ,  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  w o r d s  c a n  f o r m  a  

c o m p o u n d .   

― H a l f - B a k e d ‖  ( 1 0 ) ,  ― h a l f - c o o k e d ‖ ,  ― h a l f - f o r m e d ‖  ( 1 1 ) ,  

― r i k s h a w - p u l l e r ‖  ( 1 3 ,  2 3 ) ,  ― d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ‖  ( 1 6 ) ,  

― b l u e - m o v i e ‖  ( 2 3 ) ,  ― p a l e - s k i n n e d ‖  ( 1 7 ) ,  ― l i g h t - s k i n n e d ‖  

( 5 8 ) ,  ― s l a n t - e ye d ‖  ( 5 9 ) ,  ― s w e e t - m a k e r ‖  ( 6 3 ) ,  ― f a c e - t o -
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f a c e ‖ ,  ― h a l f - b a k e d ‖  ( 2 0 7 ) ,  ― n o n - v i r g i n ‖  ( 2 2 8 ) ,  ― C o u n t r y -

m o u s e ‖  ( 2 2 8 ) ,  ― G r e e n - h a i r e d ‖  ( 2 3 2 ) ,  ― W o r k i n g - c l a s s ‖  

( 2 3 3 ) ,  ― h i g h - p i t c h e d ‖  ( 2 3 4 ) ,  ― c l a n k e t y - c l a n k ‖  ( 2 4 7 ) ,  

― j e e p - t a x i ‖  ( 2 5 0 ) ,  ― l e t t e r - w r i t e r ‖  ( 2 7 7 ) ,  ― g l a s s - a n d -

s t e e l ‖ ,  ― f i r s t - g e a r ‖  ( 3 1 9 ) .  

4 .  H yp h e n a t e d  s e n t e n c e :  I t  i n t e r r o g a t e s  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  p a t t e r n  o f  

s yn t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s :  

― O  L a m b - t h a t - w a s - b o r n - f r o m - t h e - l o i n s - o f - a - l a n d l o r d . ‖  ( 1 5 5 ) ,  

― o n e - h a n d - o n - t h e - w h e e l - o n e - h a n d - w i t h - t h e - w h i s k e y - b o t t l e ‖  

( 2 1 5 ) ,  ― yo u r - f o r t u n e - a n d - w e i g h t - f o r - o n e - r u p e e ‖  ( 2 4 7 ) .   

5 .  C o d e - m i x i n g  a n d  C o d e - s w i t c h i n g :  M r .  A s h o k  a n d  P i n k y  

M a d a m  s p e a k  c o d e  ― –  m i x i n g  H i n d i  a n d  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  

t o g e t h e r ‖  ( 4 7 ) .  

― p a a n - a n d - s p i t ‖  ( 2 9 ) ,  ― p a c c a  s e r v a n t ‖  ( 1 2 9 ) ,  ― p a a n - c h e w i n g ‖  

( 2 0 0 ) ,  ― p o t a t o  v a d a ‖  ( 2 0 4 ) ,  ― c h e w i n g  p a a n ‖  ( 2 4 6 ) ,  ― p a a n -

m a k e r ‖  ( 2 5 0 ) ,  ― w e t  p a a n  l e a f ‖  ( 2 5 1 ) ,  ― C h e w  p a a n ‖ ,  ― p a a n  

l e a f ‖ ,  ― p a a n - s e l l e r ‖  ( 2 5 1 ) .  

6 .  R e d u p l i c a t i o n :    

― n i t w i t ‖  ( 5 9 )  ― h a n k y - p a n k y‖  ( 1 2 9 ) ,  ― g o o d y - g o o d y‖  ( 2 0 1 ) ,  

― w i p e  w i p e ‖  ( 2 2 6 ) ,  ― h e r e ‘ s … h e r e ‘ s … ‖  ( 2 5 8 ) .     

7 .  U s e  o f  i t a l i c s  f o r  e m p h a s i s  o n  s o m e  p a r t  o f  a  s e n t e n c e  o r  a  

f u l l  s e n t e n c e :   

― T h a t ‘ s  n o t  h o w  t h e  r i c h  t h i n k ,  y o u  m o r o n .  H a v e n ' t  y o u   

l e a r n e d  y e t ? ‖  ( 2 0 6 ) ,  ― S p e a k  t o  m e  o f  c i v i l  w a r ‖ ,  ― I  w i l l ‖ ,  

― S p e a k  t o  m e  o f  b l o o d  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s , ‖ ,  ― I  w i l l , ‖  ( 2 2 0 ) ,  

― e n t r e p r e n e u r ‖ ,  ― H o w  m u c h  c a n  I  g e t  f r o m  a n  A m e r i c a n  f o r  

t h i s  i n  2 0 1 0 ? ‖  ( 3 1 9 ) ,  ― I ‘ v e  m a d e  i t !  I ‘ v e  b r o k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  

c o o p ! ‖  ( 3 2 0 ) .  
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8 .  A d i g a ‘ s  o w n  p h r a s e s :  T h e  m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  p h r a s e  i s  ― T h e  

R o o s t e r  C o o p ‖ .  S o m e  o f  t h e  c r i t i c s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  i t  a s  a  

t h e o r e t i c a l  p h r a s e  i n  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m .  A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  a r e  a s  

f o l l o w s :  

― T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‖  ( 3 ) ,  ― A  T h i n k i n g  M a n ‖  ( 3 ) ,  ― T h e  B u f f a l o ‖ ,  

― T h e  S t o r k ‖  ( 2 4 ) ,  t h e  ― W i l d  B o a r ‖ ,  ― T h e  R a v e n ‖  ( 2 5 ) , ― h a l f -

b a k e d ‖  ( 2 0 7 ) ,  ― C o u n t r y - m o u s e ‖  ( 2 2 8 ,  2 3 1 ) ,  ― R o o s t e r  C o o p ‖  

( 2 4 8 ) ,  ― T h e  G r e a t  S o c i a l i s t ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,  ― B o s s  o f  B a n g a l o r e ‖  

( 3 1 9 ) .   

9 .  C a p i t a l i z e d  W o r d s :  

i )  A t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n s :   

― B l a c k  F o r t ‖  ( 4 0 ) ,  ― B u c k i n g h a m  B  B l o c k ‖  ( 1 3 9 ) ,  

― D a r k n e s s ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,  ― T h e  G r e a t  S o c i a l i s t ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,  ― t h e  

D a r k n e s s ‖  ( 2 6 9 ) ,  ― J o h n n i e  W a l k e r  B l a c k ‖  ( 2 7 1 ) ,  ― n e w  

I n d i a ‖ ,  ― N e w  B a n g a l o r e ‖  ( 3 1 8 )  

i i )  A l l  c a p i t a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s s a g e s :  

― D R I V E R  B A LR A M  R E P O R T  A T  O N C E  T O  T H E  D O O R .  

N O  D E L A Y .  Y O U R  M A S T E R  W A N T S  Y O U ‖  ( 2 0 3 ) .  

― D R I V E R  B A L R A M ,  W H E R E  A R E  Y O U ‖  ( 2 0 2 ) .  

1 0 .  Q u e s t i o n  t a g s :  

― B a l r a m .  Y o u ' l l  n e e d  s o m e  m o n e y ,  w o n ‘ t  yo u ? ‖  ( 2 5 8 ) .  

1 1 .  T h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  p a r a d o x e s :   

― T h e  L i g h t  a n d  T h e  D a r k n e s s ‖  ( 2 5 1 ) ,  ― t w o  c o u n t r i e s  –  

t w o  I n d i a s ‖  ( 2 5 1 ) .  ― M e n  w i t h  B i g  B e l l i e s ,  a n d  M e n  w i t h  

S m a l l  B e l l i e s ‖  ( 6 4 ) ,  ― …  t w o  d e s t i n i e s :  e a t  –  o r  g e t  e a t e n  

u p . ‖  ( 6 4 ) .  
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1 2 .  S h o r t ,  b u t  f u l l  s e n t e n c e :   

― B r u s h .  S p i t .  B r u s h . ‖   

― B r u s h .  S p i t .  B r u s h . ‖  ( 1 5 1 ) .   

1 3 .  S l a n g s :   

― s i s t e r - f u c k e r ‖  ( 5 7 ) ,  ― f u c k i n g ‖  ( 2 4 0 ) ,  ― f u c k ‖  ( 2 6 1 ) .  

1 4 .  A c r o n ym s :   

― I T C ‖  ( 3 1 ) ,  ― F I R ‖  ( 3 2 ) ,  ― C B I ‖ ,  ― D P ‖ ,  ― S H O ‖  ( 3 9 ) ,  ― T V ‖  

( 1 3 9 ) ,  P V R  ( 2 0 3 ) ,  ― A / C ‖  ( 2 0 9 ) ,  ― D L F ‖  ( 2 2 9 ) ,  ― T B ‖  

( 2 3 7 ) ,  ― C D ‖  ( 2 4 0 ) .  

I n  n u t s h e l l ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i n t e r r o g a t e s  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  a n d  s u i t a b l e ,  

e v e n  i f  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  l a n g u a g e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  s a m e .  T i m e  i s  a  

g r e a t  c h a n g e  m a k e r .  F r o m  i m p e r i a l  h a n g o v e r  a n d  t r a c e s  o f  

f e u d a l i s m ,  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  I n d i a n  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r g o i n g  a  

c h a n g e  a r t i c u l a t e d  b y  t h e  p o o r  s e c t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  F o r  t h i s  n e w  

c h a n g e ,  a  n e w  l a n g u a g e  i s  n e e d e d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a m p l y  a p p l i e d  b y  

A d i g a  i n  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r .  M a t t e r  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  

b e a u t i f u l l y  b l e n d e d  i n  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  t o  s h o w  d o m i n a n c e ,  

s u b m i s s i o n ,  p r o t e s t ,  a n g e r  e t c .  T h e  p o w e r f u l  h a v e  w o n  m a n y  b a t t l e s  

i n  h i s t o r y ;  i t  i s  n o w  t i m e  f o r  c o u r a g e o u s  w r i t e r s  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  

s m a l l  b a t t l e s  w o n  b y  t h e  p o o r  a n d  t h e  h e l p l e s s .  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  

f u l f i l s  t h i s  t a s k  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  
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Chapter 4 

Another Story of Power Game in  

Aravind Adiga’s Last Man in Tower  

 

 

―They cannot represent themselves; they must be represented.‖ –  K. Marx 

   

The current chapter aims at analyzing the second novel of Adiga, Last Man 

in Tower  (2011). This chapter at tempts at linking the conceptual problems 

of power politics with its r elated language. The novel depicts the gigantic 

struggle of an old Masterji against the mighty power of money of a 

capitalist , who can do anything to achieve his aim of converting Vishram 

Society into a huge multi -storey centre for a purely commercial  vent ure.  

Masterji has no resources to fight such an unequal game except that though 

pigmy before his odds, he has mountain of a moral strength. He has to lose 

many things including his life,  but the divine intervention comes in the 

form of people‘s realisation  of his noble fight and values, and the opening 

of a school for children in the same campus of the demolished Vishram 

Society.  

Aravind Adiga writes: ―The most patriotic thing a creative artist can 

do is challenge people to see their country as i t  is .‖ (2) Adiga‘s present 

novel exposes his countryman to the sinister side of money and muscle 

power of the estate business in metros,  in this case, that of Mumbai. The 

novel is , thus, full of darkness. The only glimmering light is  the towering 

resolve of the lone man, Masterj i,  to wage a moral battle in  the face of 

innumerable odds. And despite all the gloom pervading the pages of the 

novel, his lost battle wins in the form of realization of his people, once 

opposed to him, and finally accepting his viewpoint that matter is not all,  

spiri t is  the final essence.  
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The novel raises many socio -political questions regarding the one -

sided infrastructural  growth of the country.  Rositta Joseph Valiyamattam in 

World Literature Today  (2017), explains this dilemma:  

Adiga‘s work seems to be haunted by a Dickensian ghost. The 

million-dollar question that he grapples with is whether India‘s 

progress is all -inclusive, whether her development has brought  

happiness to all, and whether her smart  cities are also socially and 

morally sound cities.  Adiga seems to conclude that Indians today live 

in a scary spiritual  void wherein painful absurdity has become the 

price of progress (3).  

 Tracing the theme of power politics in this novel is largely similar 

to the previous two novels; The God of Small Things  and The White Tiger .  

The modern materialistic world pushes person backward by wrongly 

judging that material success is everything in life. Those after this 

principle are blatantly cruel,  inhuman persons. This has its  roots in the 

capitalist ic, bourgeois society,  supplemented by the greedy, commercial 

culture of Mumbai. Upamanyu Pablo Mukherjee (2015) accepts the 

depiction of ―Mumbai‖ in Last Man in Tower  as ―infrastructural violence‖ 

(295). There is a telling contrast between the names of Mu mbai and 

Bombay. In an interview; Aravind Adiga has referred to A. R. 

Venkatachalapathy‘s (2006) book, Chennai not Madras: Perspectives on the 

City .  Adiga, in the present novel, explains Mumbai as an ancient Indian 

―city of immense possibilities‖;  and Bombay as symbol of crass materialism 

and vulgar show of power.  Mumbai, Mumba  –  the goddess derives from 

Sanskrit and ai  –  mother in Marathi, is a traditional name for the colonial 

place and post -colonial name Bombay. It  is compared with the ―D -word‖ 

(222);  one can add three more Ds: Diarrhoea, Diabetes, and Drugs.  Or,  is  it  

the displacement of people in the cruel name of redevelopment? The 

infrastructural violence results into illogical development in the name of 
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―redevelopment‖ (78), especially,  within Vishra m Societies, Tower A and 

Tower B.  

People are upset and are angry against sudden development;  Masterji 

encashes this resentment and forms a group of dissidents and becomes their 

leader. Masterji ,  Yogesh A. Murthy, a sixty-one-year-old distinguished 

emeritus teacher (41), protests against  ―unplanned  development‖ (355) and 

openly opposes the turning of Vishram Society,  Tower A, into Confidence 

Shanghai (60) or, (an Indian) Shanghai, or at least half -Shanghai (354). 

Aravind Adiga is a cri tic of luxury at the cost of poor population. But the 

luxury here,  in the novel, becomes a ―super -luxury‖ (60). Adiga questions 

the readers, if luxury or super-luxury is needed? What is the fate of the 

nearby, dense Mumbai‘s slums in Vakola, Santa Cruz? Is luxury or super -

luxury essential in terms of life, survival, or needs of residents of ―two 

distinct Societies enclosed within the same compound wall‖ (4). A nd is that 

true for the ―one-fourth of the city‘s slums‖ (3)? The residents of ‗Vishram 

Society A‘ oppose its naming as ― Illusion! Illusion!‖ (78):  ―This is  an 

illusion. You must understand that. The money will never come‖ (74). 

Adiga has tried to answer all related questions in the ‗Epilogue: Murder and 

Wonder‘. Here, Adiga shows that Vishram Society,  though ―the old 

Reming ton‖ (14) and ―an old -fashioned building‖ (6) serve an ―example of 

Good Housing for Good Indians‖ (4).  

Vishram Society is  happy in ―unimpeachably pucca‖ (3) building, 

which is their home rather than house or building; where they have their 

own democratic system –  sansad  - parliament (21). It allows its residents to 

sit in white plastic chairs (9) during its  sessions (21). They have to face 

many types of power games caused by too much tyranny, struggle, the inner 

conflicts within the Society, and outer stru ggles with the Confidence Group 

founder, Dharmen Vrijesh Shah. It comes in the form of Shah‘s brazen 

resolve to have his way with the residence at any cost.  He wants to 
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convince them by logic, then by temptation, and finally by coercion to 

exchange their f lats for new apartments.   

But the toughest resistance to his plan comes from supposedly an old 

harmless master. Yogesh A Murthy, the teacher is made of a sterner stuff.  

He proves to be a modern tragic figure, towering over so called greats like 

Dharmen Shah. Last Man in Tower  is a story of power struggle based on 

greed for new apartments. The villain of the piece is Dharmen Shah, who 

manipulates the minds of the residents of Vishram Society by his ―general  

offer of redevelopment‖ (78);  so that they may will ingly agree to exchange 

their flats, and shift  to the new apartments to be buil t by Mr Shah on that  

ground. His manipulation is so crafty that turns neighbours against  

neighbours for the purpose of their space in the dream project of Mr Shah. 

Randy Boyagoda (2011) has summed up Adiga‘s concerns in the novel, as:  

―a set of concerns around questions of virtue and vice, power and 

punishment, ambition and abjection, honour and humiliation, in a place –  

present-day Mumbai –  where the stark differences between such pairings 

are so boldly on display that  you can‘t help but admire someone‘s decision 

to take a stand against it  all,  especially when someone else,  when it  seems 

like everyone else,  tries to take him down for i t‖ (1). The novel begins with 

Shah, a developer and a creator of estates and a very cunning business man. 

A voracious eater,  he is a bulky and ungainly man. He looks Devil 

Incarnate,  though outwardly he is very sophisticated. Like many rich men, 

Shah has also an eye on young girls like  Rosie, Nannu, Smita. He tries to 

exploit them physically with the promise of roles in new films.  

Shah himself has thought the old teacher to be very pliable,  but the 

teacher turned out much more determined in not leaving his flat; but Shah 

was bent on getting all the f lats, and pull them down for his new 

commercial venture.  He sends his assistant, Shanmugham, to hunt for all  

the information about that property and the property owners. He then offers 

a fabulous sum to each of them, a hopping 330,000 dollars, an amount th at 
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none of the residents even dreamt of. Shanmugham reports it  to Mr Shah, 

―There is only one teacher, sir. And he is  one of those saying no‖ (118).  

And further Shah has asked Shanmugham to note down it in his black book. 

Yet, Yogesh A. Murthy refuses to t ake the bait. For him money was less 

important than the memories of his past life with his dead daughter and 

wife. Pulling down his flat means erasing large part of those memories. His 

life would have than turned into a list less affair. Masterji had some d ie-

hard supporters init ially.  One was blind, Mrs Pinto, who has memorised the 

layout of the Society.  In a new setup both she and her family would be 

nervous, how she would cope-up with all the changes. Another was Mrs 

Rego, who does not trust  the developer  like cunning Shah; thus, she is very 

unwilling to accept the money. Mr Kudwa wants to show off and does not 

want to look greedy by accepting the money without fuss. He is also 

apprehensive of the present and the new neighbours. Boosted up by these 

few, Masterj i is  bold enough to assert:  

Vishram Society Tower A is my home, and it:  

Will not be sold  

Will not be leased or rented  

Will not be redeveloped (262) 

Masterji takes the support of the police, law, media, and even his 

students to prevent Mr Shah to take over his flat. But most of them are 

bought over one by one by the money of Shah. In this way, Masterji‘s  

courage and confidence fail in the face of corrupt ways of Shah. When his  

lawyer is won over by the corrupt money of Shah, he tries to convince 

Masterj i  to take the offer. But Masterji  Protests: ―How can you  make a 

settlement without speaking to me? I have the share certificate: I own my 

flat‖ (282). Here is how the conversation between Masterji and his lawyer 

goes on:     

‗I don‘t  want a better settlement,‘  
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‗We‘ll get  you the best  settlement.‘  

‗I want no  settlement. I will find another lawyer.‘  

‗Now, Masterji ,  Mr Parekh leaned in to him. ‗The others will 

ask for a retainer and waste your time and tell you the same. Frankly,  

sir: I don‘t  understand what it  is you want.‘  

‗I keep telling you: nothing . ‘ (284)  

Even when every individual and institution fail Masterji ,  he still  keeps his 

faith and moral uprightness. With the active support and machination of 

Shah, the residents plot against Masterji.  The reside nts are desperate to get  

their money and move to their new apartments. So they attack Masterj i,  

making him unconscious first and then throwing him down from the 

rooftop. Later on, when the residents get their apartments and are full of 

fun and frolic,  even then their guilty conscience bites them time and again 

for murdering an upright man like Masterj i.  As a fitting memoriam to the 

memory of Masterj i,  a school is started in the campus of the new 

apartments. Thus, the novel can be summed up as a relentless f ight of a 

man not only against a builder,  but against his own times. The novel has 

tragic dimension and Masterj i assumes the role of a tragic hero in the 

context of contemporary si tuation in big cities.  

Vishram Tower A‘s small sansad–this replica of parli ament has its function 

at the ground floor in front of the window of 0C in the Society.  It served as 

a democratic window to the Society. The flat 0C belongs to a resident 

named Mrs. Felicia Saldanha, who lives with her daughter , Radhika. The 

window of this  flat functions as multi -task job; sometimes as a place for the 

speaker of this parliament, other time works as a keen observer, and most 

of the time supplies refreshments to the ‗parliamentarians‘.  Aravind Adiga 

describes the parliament of Vishram Society A:  
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What the residents called their sansad  –  parliament –  was now in 

session. White plastic chairs had been arranged around the entrance 

of Tower A, right in front of Mrs Saldanha‘s kitchen, an arrangement  

that  allowed those seated a glimpse, through an a lmond-shaped tear 

in the green kitchen curtain, of a small TV. The first  

‗parliamentarians‘ were about to sit on the plastic chairs, which 

would remain occupied until  water returned to the building  (21).   

This tiny but effective parliament has its  function s to meet the requirements 

of the residents of this Society.  It calls special meeting on 28 April on the 

theme of ―Emergency nature of repairs‖ (8). The secretary of the building 

types the notices on Remington typewriter. Other residents raise the issue 

of corruption, as the secretary himself is found involve d in it.  There is  

some anger in this matter and it is raised in the parliament. For the 

transparency in such matters,  the residents have encouraged themselves to 

make an expenditure note and register: ― No-Argument book –  a notebook in 

which every financial transaction between them had been faithfully 

recorded‖ (66).  

The power polit ics moves around Vishram Society,  even in every session of 

the ―plastic-chair parliament‖ (95). The 3 B resident,  Ms Meenaks hi is  the 

―most unsatisfactory single woman‖ (15) about twenty -five years. She is a 

Public Relation Journalist and lives on rent, and its owner is Shiv 

Hiranandani. Society has put an allegation on Meenakshi of having a 

boyfriend (164).  Masterji hurts her boyfriend, which makes Meenakshi 

scream. This finally makes so complex an affair that this is  brought to the 

parliament.  The discussion there is  quoted below:  

‗There is a boy who goes into and comes out of that  room with 

her,‘ Masterji conceded. He turned to the Secretary.  ‗But she works,  

doesn‘t she?‘  

‗Journalist.‘  
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‗Those people are known for their number two activities,‘ Mrs 

Puri said.  

‗She seems to me, though I have only seen her from a distance, 

a decent girl.‘  

Masterji continued, his voice gaining authority from the echoes 

of ‗sun, moon, eclipse, physics‘ … All  proved to be good people 

when given a chance. Now, young people, unmarried girls, they 

should also be given a chance. We don‘t  want to become a building 

full of retirees and blind people.  If  this girl  and her boyfriend have 

done something inappropriate, we should speak to them. However,…‘ 

He looked at Mrs Puri. ‗… we have no business with her rubbish.‘  

Mrs Puri winced. She wouldn‘t tolerate thi s kind of talk from 

anyone else (26).  

Aravind Ad iga specifies the case in the words of Mrs Sangeeta Puri,  ―Mrs 

Puri was not one to pry –  not one to ask what was happening within the 

privacy of a neighbour‘s four walls –  but when the condoms come tumbling 

on to your doorstep, well , then!‖ (22 -23). This gives a small idea of power 

politics in the Society. But the main focus always remains Dharmen Shah‘s 

clout to buy the Society for his commercial greed and the opposition of 

Masterji to negate that plan.   

This ―plastic-chair parliament‖ has raised the issu es of all types. 

Sometimes, this parliament asks an especial invitee from Tower B. Ms. 

Ritika, an old college mate of Mrs. Puri ,  has come with a ―big news‖ (36).  

The news is truly big in its sense of money. A Muslim man, for his one -

room hut,  gets an ―ast ronomical offer‖ (37) of eighty-one lakh rupees from 

another rival , the Ultimex Group.  The small parliament is wonder-struck 

with this huge amount.  

The game of power politics by this semi -authorised lawmaker of plastic 

chaired parliament is  played agains t Masterj i.  The parliament puts pressure 
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on Masterji to sign the offer with a protest. This is done for the sole aim of 

fulfilling their greed of becoming a millionaire in Mumbai. However, Adiga 

himself has explained this as ―Four or Five  Seconds of Feeling Like a 

Millionaire‖ (121).  Rest of the parliamentarians, except Masterji,  has 

passed an informal resolution and called him names, sweetener,  

threatening, frightened, push him from the terrace, kala paani ,  and so on. 

The residents of Vishram Society,  need  his signature for satisfying their  

lust for money and luxury. The residents have tried all sort s of repressive 

state apparatuses, but all  in vain. They have pressurised Masterji to sign the 

bill,  to accept the offer.  But Masterji is determined not to do a nything 

against his ―principle‖. He is successful ,  but by walking out of the session 

of the parliament. He becomes a Satyagrahi  like Gandhiji. He has opened 

his inner and outer window to accept new changes, fresh air, to save the old 

traditions and norms, to save the Vishram Society,  and the ―grandmotherly 

building‖ (4). This power politics has been penned down by Adiga, as:    

Ibrahim Kudwa stood behind her  [Mrs Puri] :  ‗Sign Mr Shah‘s 

agreement now, Masterj i.  Sign i t now.‘  

‗I will  not be made to change my mind like this,‘ Masterji  said. 

‗So shut up, Ibrahim.‘ Kudwa tried to respond, then sagged, and 

stepped back.  

Moving him aside,  Ajwani stepped forward. The Secretary 

came from the other direction. Shouts –  people poked Masterji –  

someone pushed. ‗Sign it  now!‘  

Ajwani turned and cursed. Mrs Saldanha‘s waste water pipe 

was discharging right on to his foot. ‗Turn the tap off, Sal -dan-ha!‘ 

he shouted.  

‗Have!‘ she shouted back, but the water still  flowed, like a 

statement on the violence in parliament. The di rty water separated 

the crowd; from the stairwell, there came a barking –  the old stray 
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dog rushed out –  the Secretary had to move, and Masterji ran up the 

stairs.   

As he bolted the door behind him, he could hear Mrs Pinto‘s 

voice:  ‗No, please don‘t  go up.  Please, be civil ized!‘ (260)  

Language like, dirty water, barking old stray dog , is indicative of fierce 

power struggle in the Society.  Running so furiously up the stairs and 

shutting the door in the face of the opponents shows both physical and 

moral strength of Masterji.  

The old windows are the windows to new dreams. For builder Shah, 

Vishram Tower B‘s windows may open new dreams. They are carrying their 

‗present‘ in the ―truck‖ (330) for their new future at another place. The 

windows, balconies,  and gril les of Vishram Tower B have also served 

purpose; after that that building is ―marked for demolition‖ (331). The last  

residents of Tower B leave and ―left ghost -shadows around the windows 

and balconies‖ and the security grills had been removed like ―eyebrow s 

plucked in a painful ceremony. Pigeons flew in and out of the rooms, now 

no one‘s rooms, just the spent cartridges of old dreams‖ (331). The 

language above is expressive of the painful way of shifting, which is not 

only physical but emotional too. Thus, physical dislocation and shifting 

sentiments go side by side.   

Adiga‘s artistic quality has its evidence in the depiction of windows, 

in the opening pages of the novel,  Last Man in Tower :  

Every flat has iron grilles on the windows: geraniums, jasmines, and  

the spikes of cacti push through the rusty metal squares. Luxuriant 

ferns, green and reddish green, blur the corners of some windows, 

making them look like entrances to small  caves  (5).  

The description of ferns and flowers is indicative of the harmonious old 

living before demolit ion came into picture.  
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For Dharmen Shah, window is indicative of the future of his own 

growth to make Vishram Societies, A and B into a super -luxury residential 

project. As Adiga depicts in an apt form:  ―Shah, with hands massaging his 

belly,  grinned. ‗Real estate.‘ He stayed by the window‖ (52). Here ,  bulging 

belly,  grinning, and dreaming for the future ,  simultaneously point to the 

strange person that Shah is. All his small and big actions and atti tudes , 

point  to an all engrossing, obsessive thought of Shah, to accumulate more 

and more wealth. Property is his lifeline,  and less of it  his death.  

There is an incident of Shah living in Versova flat  with Rosie as assistant. 

Shah orders her to give him toast with lots of butter. He has em ployed her 

with dubious intention-to use her in daily chores and misuse her in future 

to hobnob with polit icians to curry their favour. Shah has future plans of 

sending her to politician with bags full of black money and fair 

complexioned girls. Shah tells  it  in his own words:  ―I‘ll bring you a model 

of the Shanghai, Rosie. It‘s so beautiful, you should see it .  Gothic, Ital ian, 

Indian, Art Deco styles, all in one. My whole life story is in it‖ (91), But 

Rosie does not agree to her misuse.  This shows the inc lination of Shah to 

use / misuse a thing to the maximum, getting the utmost for the money 

spent on it .  He becomes obsessive to snatch the land at a throwaway price 

and get maximum return from it. Like Rosie he had employed two more 

girls- Smita and Nannu for almost the same purpose. For him nothing 

matters than material  gains,  because he has no moral scruples.  

Masterji sees the sea of immense possibilities for the benefit of all 

mankind whereas Shah has almost insane ideas to enjoy the luxury of 

expanse of  the land, ocean and open sky. Shah used to purchase the land 

from the slum areas and many other registered and incorporated housing 

societies to rebuild them for futuristic skyscrapers. The following 

paragraphs have depicted Aravind Adiga‘s skil ls in usin g suitable words 

apt for the situation:     
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… a window answers: banyan, maidan, stone, tile, tower, dome, sea, 

hawk, amaltas  in bloom, smog on the horizon, gothic phantasmagoria 

(Victoria Terminus and the Municipal Building) emerging from the 

smog. 

Dharmen Shah watches the hawk. It has been hovering outside the 

window, held aloft by a mysterious current –  a thrashing of sunlit 

wings –  and it is on the sill .  In i ts claws a mouse, or a large part of 

one. Entrails wink out of grey fur: a ruby inside ore. A sec ond later, 

another hawk is also on the sill .  

Opening the window, Shah leaned out as far as he could: the two 

birds were flying in a vindictive whirl  around each other. The dead 

mouse, left behind on the sill ,  was oozing blood and grease.  

Shah‘s mouth fil led with saliva. He had eaten a packet of milk 

biscuits in the past  twelve hours. …  

Shah looked down. On the road directly below the window, a woman 

was talking on a mobile phone. He craned his neck to see what she 

was wearing below her waist .  

‗It‘s a girl,  isn‘t i t ,  Dharmen?‘…  

‗That‘s the only thing that would get your neck out of the window ‘ 

(51).  

On one hand, Shah thinks of banyan, maidan, stone, tile,  tower, 

dome, sea,  amaltas  in bloom, gothic phantasmagoria and, on the other 

hand, he is attracted by hovering hawk, a mouse in its claws, entrails 

winking out of a grey fur,  oozing blood and grease. The first  set of 

attractions above is indicating a superfluous choice; the second group of 

temptations goes deep inside him. And therefore, just after ‗entrails 

winking out of a grey fur, coozing blood and grease‘, Shah‘s mouth is 

filled with saliva. These lines provide a clear picture of the personality of 
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Shah, whose attraction for beauty fails to hide the ugliness of his 

character. He is a corrupt, cunning perso n, exhibit ing sophistication 

outside but thoroughly rotten inside. He is symbolic representation of a 

large section of business community thriving on the new craze for 

development of infrastructure.      

 Dharmen Shah has a nefarious vis ion of building the skyscrapers; 

with his greedy eyes, he looks at a cleaner and more beautiful Mumbai. 

Shah peeps through the horizon of multiple possibili ties of land, 

multistoried buildings, and even the tossing waves of crystal clear ocean. 

His personal doctor, Nayak, however, warns him: ―That  again.  That city is 

going to kill you, Dharmen‖ (55). But his obsession for Mumbai cannot 

camouflage his lust  for money. He is obstinate in his plan of making super 

deluxe apartments. This is clear from the following example: ―Shah h it  the 

window; it trembled. ‗Those Chinese have all the will power in the world. 

And, here we haven‘t had ten minutes of will power since Independence‘ ‖ 

(55).   

Aravind Adiga has emphasized the greed of Dharmen Shah time and 

again. The construction of buildings is  Shah‘s dream only for minting 

money and is not guided by any humanitarian concern; it  is whetted by his 

avarice,  his cunningness, his corrupt nature,  his playing with girls , his 

game of power politics against the powerless people. These helpless p eople 

include the slum dwellers and the senior citizens of Vishram Society.  

Adiga also speaks of Shah‘s hawkish nature.  

In the money game of Shah all  is  right,  all  values are swept aside.  

Adiga is very cri tical of this money consciousness. This money is ea rned 

by any means, fair or foul.  The novelist is not against the honest money. 

But the pity is that too much money comes through dishonest  ways; honest 

means takes dozens of years to earn; but Shah and his ilk want it  in a few 

years. That is pity of the whole situation of the business world.  
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In this nefarious act Shah‘s left hand is Shanmugham, who is his 

hidden, secret agent. But Shanmugham has no recognition in the 

Confidence Group of Shah. As Aravind Adiga has depicted:  

Every builder has one special man  in his company. This man has no 

business card to hand out, no title; he is not even on the company 

payroll. But he is the builder‘s left hand. He does what the builder‘s 

right hand does not want to know about. If  there is trouble, he 

contacts the police or the mafia. If  there is money to be paid to a 

politician, he carries the bag. If someone‘s knuckles have to be 

broken, he breaks them. You  are Mr Shah‘s left hand  (128).  

Shanmugham is, in the practical sense, centre of power poli tics played by 

the builder. The benefit of this arrangement is that if things go wrong, 

Shanmugham will be caught and Shah will go scot -free.  

Shah knows how to convert copper into gold.  It is through this gold 

that he knocks open the window to his future business. Adiga has depicte d 

Shah, ―The builder smiled; he struck the window with a golden ring, . . .‖ 

(204) 

Hence, these examples arguably prove that window is a perfect tool 

for depiction of life of the Society presented by Aravind Adiga‘s Last Man 

in Tower .  Window has a web woven from every side. So, the builder uses to 

keep his windows open for money as a materialistic world; and for Masterji  

material  gain is ―nothing‖ (330). His memories are everything for him. This 

web symbolizes complicated power polit ics in the novel.   

Once this window has been lifeline of Masterji and also his door to 

Vishram Society.  Parliament, which was earlier a source of strength to 

Masterji,  becomes now a trouble spot for him. Ram Khare threatens him: 

―General outrage. Let him be thrown from the window,  kicked senseless,  

shoot to death –  anything!‖ (314). But this ‗anything‘ of him has an answer 

in Masterj i‘s ―nothing‖ (330). It clearly shows how the common window 
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has become a tool of power politics, which generally allowed the 

betterment of society,  but  it  has now become a tool for revenge and 

greediness.  

Nothingness in the story has become one of the main themes in the 

novel,  Last Man in Tower .  Nothing is a powerful word in Indian tradition 

and li terature and has its traces in the Western world too. Aravind Adiga 

has played well with this theme and he has used it as denial of money and 

justice all through the novel.   

For liberal Masterji ,  nothing may be at times, a thing, something, and 

sometimes everything. It is l ike Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak‘s ―Other ing‖; 

a process by which the empire can define itself against those it colonises, 

excludes and marginalises. Masterji believes in all natural laws; either of 

physics, or that of humanity.  He thinks of his fellow residents living in 

Vishram Society and the slums nearby as his own family.   

Mr Shah sends his Mercedes for a face -to-face conversation with Masterji ,  

but this luxury has been Masterj i‘s unease.  Masterji protests and does not 

want to sit in the car. Masterji  has registered his anger by asking, ―What  is  

all this about?‖ (219) Ramesh Ajwani of 2C, who accompanied him, a 

natural-born middle-man, broker the deal, immediately replies: ―Mr Shah 

has sent his car for you; he is waiting in his Malabar Hill home. You have 

nothing to fear, He admires teachers‖ (219). Further, Adiga depicts 

Masterji‘s protest and uneasiness:  

Everything in the moving car was sumptuous –  the air-conditioned 

air, the soft cushions, the floral fragrance –  and all of it  added to 

Masterji‘s discomfort (220).  

Hence, the luxury of Shah is nothing for Masterji .  He has been 

guided by austerity in his life style throughout. His needs are minimum so 

that  he can fulfil all  his desires by meager means. He looks like an ideal  
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Gandhian, both in his att itude and his actions. In this context, Mah atma 

Gandhi speaks of:  

Formerly,  men were made slaves under physical  compulsion. Now 

they are enslaved by temptation of money and of luxuries that money 

can buy (29).  

Thus, his Gandhian way is mistaken by powerful people as weakness, which 

can be subjugated. Later on, they find him a man of iron will , who can die 

but never bend down.  

Adiga talks about ―nothing‖ by depicting the bribery and corruption as 

―black water crashing into the ocean wall that was meant to keep i t out, 

rolling back and crushing again‖ (224). However, Masterj i has been 

threatened but he sticks to his principle and asks for nothing in return. His 

principle of nothing is not accepted by Shanmugham, Shah‘s duplicate. So 

he terrorises him like anything. He wants to see Masterji to come out  of his 

Gandhian ways. Masterji‘s blood sugar was ―chuckling‖ (225) ,  which 

results in his dimmed eyes. He mistakes the oceans as full of glucose. 

Ajwani and Shanmugham try to help Masterji by allowing him Shah‘s 

personal golden fitted toilet.  Masterj i does  never like luxuries, that also if 

offered as bribe.  This may turn him a corrupt person from a simple one.   

Threat to Masterji  has started from his refusal of the offer of 

redevelopment when he is forced to visit Mr Shah‘s magnificent house. 

This type of vulgar display of pomp and show by Shah, makes him further 

determined not to have anything to do with Shah‘s proposed plan. During 

this visi t,  Masterji does not meet Mr Shah, but the glamour of corrupt 

wealth turns Shah‘s absence into a stronger presence. Masterji now 

understands fully well what Shah is and what he wants—a thoroughly 

corrupt man seeking more and more of gold and power. From here starts 

Masterji‘s determined Gandhian journey. At Shah‘s place in Malabar Hill,  

while waiting for him to arrive there, Masterji asks Shanmugham: ―This 
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place is dilapidated, dangerous, and unfit for human beings to be around. … 

Did you bring me here to coerce  me?‖ (225) Masterji is offered tastefully 

fried pakoras  on a si lver plate. Furious Masterji ―slapped at the tr ay‖ (226). 

Masterji,  though peaceful most of the t ime, bursts into verbal and physical 

violence. Without touching the food, Masterji leaves the place without 

meeting Mr Shah. He returns back to Vishram Society on his own. Master ji  

has mentioned to his friends, Mr Pinto and Shelley, what has happened back 

there –  ―They were threatening me‖ and ―Of course I left‖ (227).   

Masterji puts his observation regarding Mumbai in these words:  

‗There‘s something bigger than us involved here, Mr Pinto.  

Yesterday, when I was at the builder‘s terrace I saw something in the 

ocean. Things are changing too fast in this city.  Everyone knows this,  

but no one wants to take responsibil ity.  To say: ―Slow down. Stop. 

Let‘s think about what‘s happening.‖ Do you understand me?‘ (227)     

As a man of vision, Masterji can predict the negative aspects of this 

mindless redevelopment of the Metro. All the development works going on 

cater to the needs of those, who have money and care a whit for those who 

have no or little money.   

Back in Malabar Hill, Shah has been hoping the presence of Masterji ,  but 

Shanmugham has replied, ―He became violent, sir . Ask Giri. He hit the tray 

and then he ran out‖ (229). Mr Shah becomes angry and accepts his fault  

not being there in or before time, and says: ―I st ill  don‘t understand. You 

and that broker –  al l you had to do was keep that teacher there till  I got 

back‖ (229). But none of them can fathom the depth of the character that  

Masterji has; none can acknowledge that  he is a different person altogether 

and does not care for superfluous things of life, like eatables served on 

silver plate. It looks from the very beginning that Masterji is made for 

higher things of life like idealism, humanism, and broader perspective that 

really make human life worthwhile.     
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Shah has come to bit ter realisation that Masterji is  going to accept nothing , 

that  he would stick to his point of not selling his flat, that he has to fight 

very tough enemy this time. He begins with threatening Masterji.  He is  

threatened whenever he comes out of his flat by the hired henchmen of 

Shah.  

Khare closed the log book and sniffed.  

‗Before that I was the guard at the Raj Kiran Housing Society in 

Kalina. A good Society. There too they had an offer of 

redevelopment from a builder. One man refus ed to sign the offer –  a 

healthy young fellow, not like you –  and one morning he tripped 

down the stairs and broke his knees.  He signed in his hospital bed.‘  

Masterji closed his eyes for a beat.  

‗Are you threatening me, Ram Khare?‘  

‗No, sir. I am inform ing you that  there is a snake in my mind. It  is 

long and black.‘  

The guard spread his arms wide. ‗And I wanted you to see this black 

snake too. …  

What cheek ,  Masterji thought, walking to the entranceway of his 

Society.  Talking of a ‗black snake‘ in Vishram  (206-207).  

An another incident also takes place,  so:  

‗Masterj i‘ –  he burped –  ‗do you know, another person died in a 

building collapse on Tuesday?‘ ….  

‗Are you the one making the phone calls, Kothari?‘ Masterj i asked. 

‗Are you the one threatening us?‘ …  

As he turned the key in his door, the phone rang. The momen t he 

picked it up, it  went dead (252).  
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The growing threatening is countered by Masterji with the help of his 

friends. The triumvirate (235); Masterji,  the Pintos –Albert Pinto and his  

wife Shelley–and Mrs.  Georgina Rego, has a better plan to protect  

themselves for not accepting anything from the builders. The triumvirate 

has been threatened in broad daylight in Mumbai. Masterji is confident of 

the moral strength of his group, and says: ―We don‘t need  anyone‘s help. 

We‘re the triumvirate‖ (236).   

Masterji has decided to approach the police and the lawyer as well.  

‗Parekh and Sons Advocate‘ is a legal firm, who has their attractive motto,  

―Legal Hawk with Soul & Conscience‖ (254 ). The advocate, Mr Parekh, 

calls ―Confidence Shah‖, nothing but engaged in ― number two  activities‖ 

(255), and a ―slum rat‖ too. Mr Parekh has legally trapped Shah under Mofa 

Act 1963, MCSA Act 1960. Masterj i also suggests Mr Parekh that he has  

―nothing‖ to offer him as fee: ―I cannot pay you. It  is a case you must take 

in the public interest . The security of senior citizen in this city is at stake‖ 

(257).  

On returning to Vishram Society, Masterj i has come to know that Shah has 

played his game of power politics well .  Shah has almo st undermined the 

existence of parliament. Aravind Adiga calls it  ―violence in parliament‖ 

(260). There has been anger inside the Society. Masterji has been charged 

with turning the society into a house of violence. He has been blamed, ―in 

forty-eight years nothing like this has happened in Vishram‖ (260).  

Shah has,  thus,  successfully broken the backbone of the Society.  Under the 

direction of Shah, Shahnmagumn has started to play the game of 

threatening opponents in daylight, in order to vacate the buildin g. As a 

result , Mr Pinto‘s foot has been bandaged and Mrs Pinto‘s forehead was 

thrashed by a stick. The boy, with gold chain on his neck, has done it and 

has warned them ―with a knife next time‖ (259).  The boy, while beating 

the Pintos,  has repeatedly asked, ―who wants nothing?‖ ( ibid). He has then 
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further added: ―Do you understand now, what it  means, to want nothing?‖ 

(ibid . )  

Despite all the threatening to Masterji‘s life and limbs, he stands firm 

against this unethical practice, opposes  the allegation on him, and moves 

on: 

‗Don‘t worry, Mr Pinto. I‘ll  go to the police at once. I‘ll  tell  them to 

arrest Mr Shah. I taught the sons of some of the constables. You 

don‘t worry.‘ …  

The old accountant shook his head. ‗It‘s all over, Masterji.‘  

‗What is  al l over?‘   

‗We can‘t go on like this. Today my foot is hurt, tomorrow.…‘ 

Leaving the papaya on the ground, Masterji stood up.  

‗You must be brave, Mr Pinto. This Shah cannot threaten us in 

daylight.‘   

Mrs Pinto pleaded with her face and fingers. ‗Please, Masterj i,  let‘s 

forget about this. Let‘s just sign Mr Shah‘s document and leave this 

building. I began all  this by saying I didn‘t  want to go. Now I tell  

you, it‘s over.  Let‘s go. You come and have dinner with us this 

evening. We‘ll eat together.‘  

‗I won‘t eat  with  cowards.‘  

Masterji kicked the papaya; shedding its newspaper wrapping, it  

scudded along and smacked the wall  of Mrs Saldanha‘s kitchen.  

‗I‘m going to the police station, with or without you,‘ he said. ‗This 

builder thinks he can frighten me? In my own home?‘  (259-260) 
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The above talk is indicative of dissent in the camp of Masterji.  But 

undaunted, Masterji is ready to go all  the way, all  alone. This loneliness is  

common fate of almost all the tragic hero es of history and literature.     

After this incident, Masterji has to face the interruption in the water and 

electricity supply in his flat . Masterji feels threatened within and outside 

the Society.  The Society has passed a resolution, by the majority of 

fourteen out of sixteen shareholders to expel Maste rj i.  He is asked to vacate 

the premises within thirty days. Shah‘s mind has given birth to varieties of 

threats and Shanmugham has applied them. It generates alertness in 

Masterji‘s mind:  

A man in danger must follow a routine.  

Masterji now went out only twice a day. Morning for milk, evening 

for bread. In public he kept close to the crowd; every ten steps or so 

he turned around and checked behind him (272).  

Masterji has decided to ―fight evil‖ (246). His faith is in the Republic of 

India and he tries, each of the following, one by one:  

Police.  

Media.  

Law and order.  

Social workers.  

Family.  

Students and old boys.  (245)  

Masterji plans to change his lawyer and report to media, where his student 

Noronha has been working. Masterji,  with the concept of ―nothing ‖, has 

moved with his son, Gaurav Murthy, in the lobby of Times of India ,  well 

before five o‘clock, ―… and it came to nothing‖ (312). Gaurav is different 
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from Masterji ,  because he always suffers from hunger for food and money.  

It  is  an ironical match between father and son, who are poles apart. Gaurav 

Murthi did nothing for his future, and hardly cares for human values.  

Gaurav, further, becomes a big critic of his father. He needs plenty of 

money to purchase an apartment in posh area of Mumbai, where film a ctors 

use to live. Junior Murthy couple is in need of enough money all the time. 

Gaurav, therefore, has an eye on his fathe r‘s wealth, including the jewel ry 

of his dead mother.  

 In the same row, other residents of Vishram Society have become in favour 

of Gaurav, because all of them want Masterj i to sell his flat to Shah. He has 

blamed Masterji for too much honesty.  He questions Masterji‘s principle of 

nothing and absolute disinterest in things material:    

‗Father,  what is  it  you want from the Confidence Gr oup?‘  

Masterji had never seen Gaurav sound and look so decisive. He 

felt the strength draining from him.  

‗Nothing.‘  

The boy raised his upper lip in a sneer. Purnima used to do 

that . ‗You‘re lying, Father.‘  

‗Lying?‘  

‗Don‘t you see what‘s behind this no thing? You .  You think you 

are a great man because you‘re fighting this Shah. Another Galileo or 

Gandhi. You‘re not thinking of your own grandson.‘ (297)  

After this episode Gaurav becomes indifferent to Masterj i.  

Masterji,  an experienced man, even in the si tuation of 1965 War, has 

started eating less and less to contribute to the national cause at the call of 

Lal Bahadur Shastri.  Masterji,  therefore, is always looking out for national 

cause where he can do something. But his own son is self -centred like most  
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of the people of big city l ike Mumbai.  In all these humanitarian cause, 

Masterji‘s philosophy of ‗nothing‘ helps him a lot. He survives on almost 

nothing and wants to use the saving for some social or national cause. Like 

most of the honest  men, Masterji also suffers at  times from doubt, whether 

his die-hard honesty is justified and fruitful in this largely dishonest world.  

An honest man? He had fooled his Society, the Pintos, even himself, 

but here on the open terrace he was stripped of all his l ies.  He had 

come here, frightened by the boycott, not oblivious to the 

possibilities of money, ready to betray the Pintos. Ready to betray 

the memories of his dead wife and dead daughter that were in the 

walls and paint  and nails of Vishram Society (223).  

Above lines point out to what is called ‗the dark night of the soul‘, when 

even the conscience of honest people begins to hover between right and 

wrong. But Masterj i comes out of this dilemma and always follows what his 

conscience says to him.  

But the tower answe rs, Masterji is, ―An honest man? ….not oblivious 

to the possibilities of money: (223). On this, Shah argues to his left -hand 

Shanmugham that he has done his best to convert Masterji‘s ‗nothing‘ to 

‗something‘, by offering him the best deal possible, but wi th no effect: ―We 

have been reasonable in every way with this old teacher.  We asked him 

what he wanted from us, and promised to give it to him.‖ (229). Being an 

experienced and self -made builder, Shah knows what the ins and outs of the 

business world is. So he is bent on to break Masterji‘s ―nothing‖ by hook or 

by crook.  

Dharmen Shah is a crafty builder.  He is a shark, who wants to 

devour small builders. Shah uses every trick to break Masterji,  let it  be 

sweetener, threatening, boycotting, and using tides  among the Vishram‘s 

residents or so. Shah tries threat by blank phone calls, sometimes even 

changing his voice,  making it  inaudible.  He never leaves a chance to 
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demoralise Masterji,  or even provokes Vishram Society‘s secretary to issue 

a notice with a long and bold caption: ―Some facts about ‗a certain person‘ 

who has received respect from us for thirty years. But why? Now we find 

out the truth‖ (215).  This face -off also says that Masterji has used to teach 

out of the syllabus lessons.  Thus, Shah wants to  create a fear psychosis in 

Masterji,  who becomes tense but does not lose his heart.  

Shanmugham has also been thinking many things against Masterji.  He is a 

stooge of Shah, and both of them are trying to rope in many men and many 

methods in their pursuit of power politics going on in the Society and the 

construction business. Shanmugham points out, ―There are many things we 

can do, and we will  try them one by one .  ( Italics added) But you must  t rust 

me and Mr Shah‖ (209).  These ―one by one‖ are; boycott (21 0, 211, 214), 

refusing the top-up class (211), ―threatening‖ (227), so why have we 

respected him blindly-notice (215-6), and then the taunts began. (218) 

Further, Mr Ajwani has not signed the paper and he gets, ―nothing‖ (402 & 

411). Later on, others don‘t  get even the second instalment of the offer.  

The brutality of power politics is clear when Masterji‘s head is 

hammered down by Ibrahim Kudwa of 4C. Masterji fal ls down:  

Masterji lay there like that , unable to move, though he saw things 

with clarity.  Ibrahim Kudwa stared with an open mouth; the hammer 

dropped from his hand. I should reach for the hammer ,  Masterji  

thought, but the Secretary lunged and picked it up. Now he felt a  

weight on his chest: Kothari, pressing a knee on his torso, turned the 

hammer upside down and stubbed it on his forehead using both his 

hands. It hurt. He tried to shout, but he heard only a groan from his 

mouth. Now something, or someone, sat on his legs, and he lost 

control of them; he was aware that Kothari was pounding his 

forehead with the hammer again and again. The blows were landing 

somewhere far away, like stones falling on the surface of a lake he 

was deep inside. He thought of a line from the Mahabharata: ‗… King 
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Dhritharashtra‘s heart was like a forest lake, warm on the su rface but 

icy at the bottom.‘ Kothari stopped and took a breath. Poor man‘s 

arms must be aching by now  (388-389).  

The references to the Mahabharata indicate that this type of 

suppression of the weak by the strong has been going on since centuries. 

The story of Masterj i,  therefore, is almost archetypal. It is also reflection 

of the thrashing of Velutha in The God of Small Things  by the powerful 

Kerala Police. It  should be noted here that Masterji was an old man while 

Velutha was young and sturdy. Secondly,  t he police cruelty is  already well 

known. But the cruelty of co -members of a housing society is very rare. 

Masterji is pinned down by many members of the society, who want him to 

surrender before the might of money that  Shah possesses:  

He was sure he had never seen anyone move as fast as Kothari was 

moving with the hammer, …. Then the hammer hit his forehead 

again. ‗Kothari. Wait.‘ Now Sanjiv Puri came from the bedroom with 

a large dark thing, which he lowered on to Masterji‘s face. When the 

dark thing touched his nose, Masterji understood. Yes. The pillow 

from his bed. It pressed down on his nose and crushed his moustache: 

he understood that  Sanjiv Puri  was sitting on i t.  His legs thrashed: 

not to free themselves, but to take him down to the bottom of the la ke 

faster.  He was in very cool and black water now (389).  

While Masterji  is writhing in pain, others are casually talking about his 

condition among themselves. This type of situation prevailing in a society 

speaks negatively of fellow feeling that  is the most essential element of 

living harmoniously.  But this is bound to happen when l iving is not guided 

by any human value, but by power polit ics of the vested interest.  

‗He‘s unconscious. Sanjiv, enough. Get up.‘  

Sanjiv Puri looked at his wife, who was sitt ing on Masterji‘s legs,  

and then at Ibrahim Kudwa, who was watching things with an open 
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mouth. ‗Quickly.  You take the feet , Kothari  will take the head,‘ Mrs 

Puri told her husband. ‗Ibby, pick up that  hammer. Don‘t leave it  

here.‘ …  

‗Wait ,‘ Sanjiv Puri said. ‗First put some more tape on his mouth. In 

case he wakes up.‘  

Kothari did so. Then the two men lifted Masterji‘s body, and moved 

towards the door. Mr Puri winced: ‗I stepped on something.‘ His wife 

kicked the Rubik‘s Cube out of their path  (388-389).  

This collective murder of Masterj i simply because he was different from 

others and had a voice of his own, defies all human norms. What is of 

further importance, is the unyielding spirit of Masterji;  he has taken up the 

challenge against the majority single  handed. It is how Masterji feels about 

death when he is thrown from the terrace:  

And then he realized that the thing that was blocking his passage was 

cleared, and he was fall ing; his body had begun its short  earthly 

flight –  which it completed almost instantaneously –  before Yogesh 

Murthy‘s soul was released for i ts much longer flight over the oceans 

of the other world  (391).  

Masterji came from nothing and left with nothing —‗from the dust  we have 

come, to the dust we returneth‘ .  But his brave courage and constant fight 

against injustice would not end up as an untold story.  Adiga has created a 

tragic figure in Masterji,  who would remain  in the mind of the reader for 

many-many years, t ill  the fight continues between the powerful and the 

weak. The powerful may be victorious, but ultimately he is vanquished by 

the struggle and belief of the powerless. There would be always people like 

Ram Khare,  the security guard of Vishram Society to remember Masterji  

and salute him: ―The truth be told ,  he thought, I was always hoping that 

Masterji would defeat the builder. Where would I find work at another 

building at my age? (392) 
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Aravind Adiga has given a realistic description of the theme of 

money in the novel. Money, for Yogesh A Murthy is ―nothing‖, but that for 

Dharmen Vrijesh Shah is ―everything‖. Ironically,  people like Masterji are 

very few while Shah and his likes are many. Therefore, the power politics 

is tilted in favour of those,  who have money and muscle power. But this is  

a passing phase only. Character like Masterji,  points to the possibil ity of 

future, when another Gandhi may convert the situation for the poor 

majority.  Adiga has described his own feeling in an interview:  

Money itself is amoral. It can liberate people as easily as it  can 

destroy them, .. .  My role as a novelist is only to dramatize certain 

conflicts taking place because of the generation of so much new 

wealth (2).  

Ulka Anjaria (2015) in her erudite article, ―Realist Hieroglyphics:  

Aravind Adiga and the New Social Novel‖ ,  discusses the human tendency 

of adding sweetener in their offer, which is fueled by the urban greediness.  

It is to become them rich in a day by ―just a push‖ (374). This push is for a 

senior citizen, Masterj i,  by another elderly of the same Society.  It is an 

alarming situation and problem of metro cit ies all through the world.  

Where,  Anjaria identifies:  

Like more traditional works of social  realism, Last Man  exposes the 

hypocrisy of bourgeois respectability in the face of greed, and as 

such is intended—once again—to stir the middle classes out of their 

political apathy. Yet more acutely than his other works, this novel 

registers an awareness of the outdatedness of the conventional 

temporality and tropology of social realism and incorporates this  

awareness into the text itself  (124).  

Rositta Joseph  Valiyamattam (2017) also recognises the memory concept 

and questions to her readers,  ―Who is going too far — the Vishramites ready 

for any battle to build a better home for their kids or Masterji willing to 
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block the progress of all  for the comfort offered by old memories? (5) It is  

in the context of memory, Masterji‘s words are poignant and worth quoting:  

‗I have memories here,  Mrs Puri . My late daughter, my late wife. 

Shall I show you Sandhya‘s sketchbook? It is full of drawings of the 

garden. Every tree and plant and spider‘s web and stone and…‘ (185)  

In the same fashion, Marcela Valdes (2011) raises many relevant questions. 

Masterji,  philosophically, thinks of the other fellow residents, ―Am I 

looking at good people or bad?‖ (344). Val des has commented on this 

statement:   

The same question arises about Masterj i himself.  Vain, shrewd and 

stubborn, he is one of the most delightfully contradictory characters 

to appear in recent fiction. Is Masterji‘s refusal meant to protect a 

more vulnerable tenant? Is he holding out for more cash? Is he 

simply afraid of change? Does he relish the sensation of power? Is 

his refusal  rooted in incorruptible principle or dictatorial ego? (2)  

Questions and doubts of Valdes make the character of Masterji much more 

interesting and human. Any man of his learning and teaching for so many 

years with varied experiences is not supposed to be a simpleton. 

Whatsoever intension Valdes may have in her  comments, she makes 

Masterji‘s character enriched, even if unwittingly .  

Comparing Adiga with other W estern English novelists,  Alan White (2011) 

has tried to find out the answers to the above question of Valdes by 

comparing Adiga with Victorian novelist:  

This is where the distinction between Adiga and a Victorian novelist 

is laid bare. The latter‘s public would have expected answers to 

questions like this.  .  .  .  Dickens, in spite of his genius and 

undoubtedly with half an eye on his popularity,  would often submit 

to this whim. Adiga‘s readership is less inclined to believe we live in 
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morally straightforward times. It‘s the ambiguity with which he 

draws the story—even as it  becomes by turns tenser and more 

brutal—that makes it  so powerful.  

The real test of idealists like Masterji lies in how effectively they 

combat the fear unleashed by real estate kings and a state apparatus 

subservient to the wealthy (5).  

Althusserian repressive state apparatuses (RSA); government, courts, and 

police have been controlled by the powers of the stat e; political ,  

legislative, army. To escape with the problem, Masterji has tried those one 

by one but on the other hand, Shah has played with its brutali ty. Ulka 

Anjaria is analyzing political web through the political attitude:  

Adiga‘s works delineate a space of remarkable openness around the 

meaning of political  literature and the formal structures on which 

such a literature might be founded, making him the object of 

cri ticism from all sides of the political spectrum. Yet, as I have 

suggested, the contradiction between the realist impulse to represent 

social issues and the potential unknowability of those issues is 

precisely what defines new social realism, befit ting the unknown 

content of new polit ical arrangements in the twenty-first century. It 

is within this space of contradiction that a futurity to t he global 

novel might be forged. In this future, both realism and modernism are 

inadequate for the tasks of representing the experience of the 

contemporary and critiquing social inequalities —resulting in new and 

indeterminate literary forms. The nature of these forms—their 

commonalities across the globe, the new aesthetics they engender, 

and the modes they employ—remains, fitt ingly,  to be seen  (130-131).  

Shah is not only cruel but he is also a cunning fox. He has fixed the 

deadline to accept the offer of redevelopment, is on the very next day of 

Gandhi Jayanti . Rositta Joseph  Valiyamattam calls this tactful  move:  
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Poetic Justice of the book ―Deadline,‖ is especially remarkable for 

the two-pronged attack mounted on Masterji—horrifying social  

isolation and brute force unleashed by the very neighbors whom he 

had selflessly educated for half a century, and Masterji‘s Gandhian 

response to it.  Masterj i‘s neighbors become the agents of the real  

estate mafia. By the time they execute his murder and project  it  as a 

suicide, Shah‘s deadline for the demolition of Vishram has already 

expired and Masterj i has overcome his fear of death. In his last 

moments,  he is filled not with fear or sorrow but a sense of liberation 

that  numbs all  the pain. After Masterji‘s death, the m oral ambiguity 

continues. Ironically, his enemies now appreciate his courage. Even 

the heartless Shah is shocked. Vishram is torn down to make way for 

Shah‘s skyscrapers, but the Vishramites fail to achieve the happiness 

or the compensation they had dreamt  of. Most of them are 

preoccupied with assuaging their guilt.  Some of them refuse the 

builder‘s money and engage in educating st reet kids in memory of 

Masterji  (6).  

Rositta Joseph  Valiyamattam (2017) has specified the novel‘s conscience 

from the city of the living dead by commenting on the last lines of the 

novel in a way that  clarifies most of the things about it:   

Nevertheless, the answers to a morally ambivalent age lie forgotten 

in India‘s ancient wisdom. The closing lines of the novel offer an 

image of constancy—the old banyan tree of Vishram Society that , 

like Masterji‘s spirit,  survives the demolition, concrete rubble,  

barbed wire, and broken glass, to send out new roots and offer shelter 

to homeless families. In Indian culture, the banyan tree is a s ymbol 

of resilience, liberation, growth, compassion, and the wisdom of 

selfless giving. And looking at the tree,  Adiga concludes: ―Nothing 

can stop a living thing that wants to be free‖ (7) .  
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A. J. Kirby (2011) has remarked rightly on the many qualities of the novel 

and the novelist:  

In Last Man in Tower ,  it  is immediately apparent that author Adiga‘s 

writing has matured. His voice and his reach have grown, his eye for 

detail has sharpened, and the work in question is even more 

compelling. His semi-comic description and razor sharp 

characterizations are reminiscent of Dickens at the height of his 

power; Mr. Adiga‘s style is as unique as that of a Rushdie or an Ami s 

(2).  

T h e r e  a r e  a m p l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  s t y l i s t i c s  o f  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  

L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  s c h o l a r  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  

s e e m s  t o  b e  n e g l i g i b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o d e - s h i f t i n g  o r  c o d e - s w i t c h i n g  

i n  t h e  n o v e l .   

O t h e r  s t y l i s t i c  e v i d e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x e m p l i f i e d  b e l o w :   

1 .  U s i n g  w o r d s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  s t r e s s  t o o :  ― V a - K H O - l a ,  V A A - k ‘ - l a ‖  ( 3 ) ,  

― n o - t i c e ,  r e s - e e - d e n - t s ‖  ( 1 3 ) ,  ― V i - s h r a a a m ‖  ( 1 3 ) ,  ― s u b - j e c t ‖ ,  

― G e n - r a l ,  W a - t e r ,  M a y - n - t e n - a n s e ‖  ( 1 4 ) ,  ― S i d d h i V i n a ya k ‖  

( 1 7 ) ,  ― E x - p r e s s ‖  ( 3 1 ) ,  ― M a r - i - g o l d ‖ ,  ― M a r - i … ? ‖ ( 3 3 ) ,  ― V a -

K H O - l a ,  V A A - k ‘ - l a ‖  ( 1 6 8 ) .  

2 .  T h e  u s e  o f  I n d i a n  w o r d s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  s p e l l i n g s :  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

― M a s t e r j i ‖  ( 1 , 8 , … ) ,  ― k h a c h a d a - w a l i ‖  ( 2 ) ,  ― p u c c a ‖  ( 3 , 9 ) ,  

B o m b a yw a l l a h a s  ( 3 ) ,  ― n u l l a h ‖  ( 1 4 2 ) ,  b a n i a n s  ( 9 ) ,  ― p a g d i ‖  

( 1 6 ) ,  ― g u t k a ‖  ( 2 0 ,  5 7 ) ,   ― s a n s a d ‖  ( 2 1 ) ,  ― n e v e r  h o t ‖  ( 3 1 ) ,  

― H a i - ya !  H a i - ya ! ‖  ( 4 1 ) ,  ― R a j a b a i  T o w e r ‖  ( 4 6 ) ,  ― a m a l t a s ‖  

( 5 1 ) ,  ― g u l m o h a r ‖  ( 5 1 ) ,  ― b a n i a n ‖  ( 5 8 ) ,  ― b i n d i s ‖  ( 7 6 ) ,  ― A a  c h a l  

k e  t u j h e ,  m e i n … ‖  ( 9 1 ) ,  D h o b i - g h a t ‖  ( 1 0 2 ,  1 7 4 ) ,  ― a t m a ‖  ( 1 6 0 ) ,  

― b h e l p u r i - … ‖  ( 1 7 4 ) ,  ― c h i k k i ‖  ( 1 9 1 ) ,  ― a l m i r a h ‖  ( 1 9 3 ) ,  a n d  

― r u d r a k s h a ‖  ( 2 0 5 ) ,  ― p a p p a d ‖ ,  ― h i s l a ‖  ( 2 8 7 ) .        
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3 .  M a k i n g  c o m p o u n d  w o r d s  b y  u s i n g  h yp h e n s :  ― f a s t - f o o d ‖  ( 2 ) ,  

― p o l yp - l i k e ‖  ( 3 ) ,  ― r a i n w a t e r - s t a i n e d ‘ ,  ― c e m e n t - g r e y‖ ,  ― r u s t -

b r o w n ‖ ,  ― f e r n - g r e e n ‖ ,  ― b l a c k - s t o n e  c r o s s ‖ ,  ― t h r e e - f o o t - t a l l ‖  

( 5 ) ,  ― b l u e - a n d - w h i t e ‖ ,  ― c o l l e g e - e d u c a t i o n ‖  ( 5 ) ,  ― s p e e d - t e k ‖  

( 6 ) ,  ― l o w - f l y i n g ‖  ( 9 ) ,  ― D a r k - s k i n n e d ‖ ,  ― b l u e - s k i n n e d ‖  ( 1 5 ) ,  

― c o u r t - l o v i n g ‖  ( 1 6 ) ,  ― r e d - a n d - ye l l o w ‖  ( 1 9 ) ,  ― e a r l y - e v e n i n g ‖  

( 2 0 ) ,  ― r u m - m a n ‖ ,  ― g i n - m a n ‖  ( 2 1 ) ,  ― w a t e r - a r r o g a n c e ‖  ( 2 3 ) ,  

― e a r l y - m o r n i n g ‖  c a t  ( 2 6 ,  3 6 ) ,  ― s h o w - o f f ‖  ( 3 7 ) ,  ― M a r i n e  

L i n e s – C h a r n i  R o a d – G r a n t  R o a d – M u m b a i  C e n t r a l – E l p h i n s t o n e  

R o a d ‖ ,  M i d d l e - a g e d  ( 4 7 ) ,  ― g l o w - i n - t h e - d a r k ‖  ( 7 6 ) ,  ― p l a s t i c -

c h a i r … ‖  ( 9 5 ) ,  ― W o o d - L a n d s ‖  ( 1 3 4 ) ,  a n d  ― S a n g e e t a - j i ‖  ( 1 9 6 ) .  

4 .  H yp h e n a t e d  s e n t e n c e :  

― B u t - o n e - t h i n g - yo u - m u s t - k n o w - b e f o r e - yo u - m o v e - h e r e ‖  ( 1 4 8 )  

5 .  C o d e - m i x i n g  a n d  C o d e - s w i t c h i n g :  

n u l l a h  –  a t t e n t i o n !  ( 1 4 2 ) ,  ― T h e  P i n t o s ‖  ( 4 6 ) ,  ― g u t k a - s t a i n e d ‖  

( 6 2 ) ,  ― l e s s - t h a n - p u c c a ‖  ( 2 4 4 ) ,  ― s u d a r s h a n - c h a k r a s ‖  ( 1 6 3 ) ,  

― b h e l p u r i - v e n d o r ‖  ( 1 7 4 ) ,  a n d  ― m a s a l a  k u r k u r e ‖  ( 1 9 0 ) .  

6 .  R e d u p l i c a t i o n :    

i )      R e p e a t i n g  w i t h o u t  a n y  c h a n g e :   

    ― t u c k  t u c k ‖  ( 1 4 ) ,  S l o w l y ,  s l o w l y  ( 1 9 ) ,  ― n o  n o ‖  ( 3 7 ) ,       

    ― H a i - ya !  H a i - ya ! ‖  ( 4 1 ) ,  ― o y ,  o y‖  ( 4 2 ) ,  ― I l l u s i o n !   

     I l l u s i o n ! ‖  ( 7 8 )  ― h u r r y ,  h u r r y , … ‖ ,  ― d e l a y ,  d e l a y , … ‖   

     ( 9 4 ) ,  ― c o m i n g ,  c o m i n g ‖  ( 1 0 1 ) ,  ― C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,   

     c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ‖  ( 1 2 5 ) ,  ― M o n e y - m o n e y‖  ( 1 3 4 ) ,  a n d   

     ― S o n a l ,  S o n a l ‖  ( 1 9 3 ) .  

i i )     R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  v o w e l :  ― y e s ,  e ye s ‖  ( 4 1 ) .    

i i i )  R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  c o n s o n a n t :   

    ― r u m - p u m ‖  ( 3 1 ) ,  ― S o - B o ‖  ( 5 4 ) .    
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i v )  R e p e a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  b o t h ;  v o w e l  a n d  c o n s o n a n t :  

    ― g r e e n - g r a m ‖ .   

7 .  U s e  o f  i t a l i c s  f o r  e m p h a s i s  i n  p a r t  o f  a  s e n t e n c e  o r  a  f u l l  

s e n t e n c e :  P e r s o n ( s )  t o  s e e  ( 1 3 ) ,  ― p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ‖  ( 1 5 ) ,  V e r y  

g o o d  ( 1 6 ) ,  ― n o w ‖  ( 2 2 ) ,  ― t u m b l i n g ‖  ( 2 3 ) ,  ― n u m b e r  t w o ‖  ( 2 6 ) ,  

― t h a t ‖  ( 3 3 ) ,  ― h a l f ‖ ,  ― i s ‖  ( 3 6 ) ,  ― W h e r e  i s  M a s t e r j i ? ‖  ( 4 0 ) ,  

― B e f o r e  i t  i s  t o o  l a t e ‖ ,  ― I  m u s t  t e l l  t h i s  b o y  a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  

b e e n  t h r o u g h .  H i s  g r a n d m o t h e r  a n d  I .  L i f e  i n  B o m b a y  i n  t h e  

o l d  d a y s .  W a r  i n  1 9 6 5  w i t h  P a k i s t a n .  W a r  i n  1 9 7 1 .  T h e  d a y  

t h e y  k i l l e d  I n d i r a  G a n d h i .  S o  m u c h  m o r e . ‖  ( 4 3 ) ,  

― D o n ‘ t  t h i n k  b a d l y  o f  h e r . ‖ ,  ― T h e  w a y  y o u  g e t  a n g r y  w i t h  

p e o p l e ,  c a r i c a t u r e  t h e m ,  m o c k  t h e i r  v o i c e s ,  m a n n e r s ,  i d e a s ;  

t h e  w a y  y o u  s h r i n k  f l e s h - a n d - b l o o d  h u m a n s  i n t o  f i r e f l i e s  t o  

h o l d  i n  y o u r  p a l m . ‖  ( 4 5 ) ,  ― S o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  r i g h t ,  

s o m e t h i n g  i s  g o i n g  o n , ‖  ( 4 9 ) ,  ― d r e a m s ‖  ( 5 6 ) ,  ― t h i s ‖ ,  ― t h a t ‖  

( 5 8 ) ,  ― H o w  n i c e ‖ ,  ― t o  f i n d  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  i n  t h i s  m o d e r n  d a y  

w h o  c a n  w e a r  a  s a r i  w e l l . ‖  ( 7 0 )  ― n o t ‖  ( 7 1 ) ,  ― M a n  h a s  r i s e n  

f r o m  t h e  e a r t h ,  …  ,  h e  m a y  a s  w e l l  p u t  h i s  m o n e y  b a c k  i n t o  

t h e  e a r t h . ‖  ( 8 8 ) ,  ― T r i c k e d ‖  ( 9 2 ) ,  ― W e  h a v e  t h e  B a t t l e s h i p  o n  

o u r  s i d e , …  H o w  c a n  w e  l o s e ? ‖  ( 9 6 )  ― a n y t h i n g ‖  ( 1 3 3 ) ,  ― w a n t s ‖  

( 1 3 3 ) ,  ― W h o  s a y s  i t  i s  f a l l i n g  d o w n ? ,  I t  w i l l  l a s t  f o r  e v e r ,  i f  

w e  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t . ‖  ( 1 6 4 ) ,  ― D e a r e s t  D a r l i n g  C a t h e r i n e … …  

w h i l e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a n  i m p o r t a n t  e x e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  

I n s t i t u t e ,  I  f o u n d ,  q u i t e  s e r e n d i p i t o u s l y ,  y o u r  l o v e l y  l i t t l e  

l e t t e r ‖  ( 1 6 6 ) ,  ― e x t r a ‖  ( 1 7 9 ) ,  ― I f  a n y o n e ‘ s  g e t t i n g  a  s m a l l  

s w e e t e n e r ‖  ( 1 8 3 ) ,  ― W h a t  p o w e r ‖  ( 1 8 9 ) ,  a n d  ― n o t h i n g ‖  ( 2 2 4 ) .  

8 .  U s i n g  p h r a s e s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  i . e .  a  p h r a s e  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  a s  a  

f u l l  s e n t e n c e :  ― T h e  B a t t l e s h i p ‖  ( 2 7 ) ,  ― A  R u b i k ‘ s  C u b e ‖  ( 2 8 ) ,  

― F r i e n d l y  D u c k ‖  ( 3 1 ) ,  ― W o r k  i n  P r o g r e s s ‖  ― I n c o n v e n i e n c e  i s  
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R e g r e t t e d ‖ ,  ― I n c o n v e n i e n c e  i n  P r o g r e s s ‖ ,  ― W o r k  i s  R e g r e t t e d ‖  

( 3 3 ) ,  ― M s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y‖  ( 3 5 ) ,  ― D o w n ‘ s  s yn d r o m e ‖  ( 3 4 ) ,   

― b l u e  b o o k ‖  ( 4 5 ) ,  ― c a r d  m a f i a ‖  ( 4 7 ) ,  ― t h e  P i n t o s ‖  ( 4 6 )  ― T h e  

V e r y  B e s t ‖  ( 5 3 ) ,  ― S o d a  P o p ‖  ( 5 8 ,  5 9 ) ,  ― N o - A r g u m e n t  b o o k ‖  

( 6 6 ) ,  ― o n e - r a t  r u l e ‖  ( 6 8 ) ,  ― b l a c k  b o o k ‖  ( 1 1 8 ) ,  a n d  ― l e f t  h a n d ‖ ,  

― L e f t - h a n d  m a n ‖  ( 1 2 8 ) .   

9 .   S i m i l e :  ― I  c l i m b e d .  L i k e  a  l i z a r d … ‖  ( 8 7 ) .    

1 0 .  U n d e r l i n e d  w o r d :  i m m e d i a t e l y  ( 8 ) .   

1 1 .  C a p i t a l i z e d  W o r d s :  

i )  A t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n s :   

    T h e  S o c i e t y  ( 7 ) ,  S o c i e t y  ( 7 ) ,  T o w e r  A  ( 9 ) ,  ― b l a c k  C r o s s ‖      

    ( 2 0 ,  2 2 ,  2 3 ) ,  ― S i l v e r  T r o p h y  a n d  G o l d  C o i n ‖  ( 3 5 ) ,  ― D ‖   

    ( 6 9 ) .  ― H ‖  ( 1 0 7 ) ,  ― H a n g i n g  G a r d e n s ‖  ( 1 0 9 ) ,  ― O p p o s i t i o n   

    P a r t y‖  ( 1 3 1 ) .   

i i )  A l l  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s s a g e s :  

― T U B E R C U L O S I S  A W A R E N E S S  W E E K  F U N D - R A I S I N G  

D R I V E ‖  ( 2 7 ) ,  ― N O  N O IS E ‖  ( 3 3 ) ,  ― H I G H E S T  P R IC E ‖ ,  

― S U P E R  L U X U R Y  A P A R T M E N T S ‖  ( 6 4 ) ,  ― K N O W  Y O U R  

F A C T S ‖  ( 7 1 ) ,  ― S A N D H Y A  M U R T H Y  S K E T C H  &  

P R A C T I C E  J O U R N A L ‖  ( 1 0 2 ) ,  ― Y A T T ‖  ( 1 0 7 ) ,  a n d  

― S P E E D - T E K  C Y B E R  Z O N E  C Y B E R  C A F É ‖  ( 1 3 0 ) .  

 

1 2 .  F r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  f a m o u s  w r i t e r s ,  b o o k s ,  e t c . :    

T h e  S o u l ‘ s  P a s s a g e w a y  a f t e r  D e a t h  ( 2 9 ,  4 0 ) ,   

W h i c h  i n c l u d e s  M a s t e r j i ‘ s  r e - r e a d  c o l l e c t i o n s :  



169 
 

i )  O l d  R o m e :  S u e t o n i u s ,  T h e  T w e l v e  C a e s a r s ;  T a c i t u s ,  T h e  

A n n a l s ;  P l u t a r c h ,  I l l u s t r i o u s  F i g u r e s  o f  t h e  R o m a n  

R e p u b l i c ,   

i i )  O l d  B o m b a y :  A  B r i e f  L i f e  o f  M o u n t s t u a r t  E l p h i n s t o n e ;  

T h e  S t a g e s  o f  t h e  C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  B o m b a y ,  f u l l y  

i l l u s t r a t e d ,   

i i i )  A d v a n c e d  F r e n c h  G r a m m a r  ( w i t h  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  

A n s w e r s  P r o v i d e d )  

O t h e r s :  R e a d e r ‘ s  D i g e s t  ( 3 1 ) ,  ― I n d i a  T o d a y ‖ ,  ― F e m i n a ‖  

( 3 1 ) ,  ― S h a n k a r ‘ s  W e e k l y  M a g a z i n e s ‖  ( 3 2 ) ,  ― B h a g w a d  G i t a ‖  

( 3 2 ) ,  ― R a m a ya n a ‖  ( 1 1 3 ) ,  a n d  B .  K .  S .  I y e n g a r ‘ s  L i g h t  o n  

Y o g a .  

1 3 .  W r i t i n g  w o r d s  t o g e t h e r  a s  i f  t h e y  a r e  a  s i n g l e  w o r d :   

― o yo yo yo yo y ‖  ( 4 2 ) ,  ― A a a a r g h ! ‖  ( 6 5 ) .  

1 4 .  Q u e s t i o n  t a g s :  

― Y o u ‘ r e  n e x t ,  a r e n ‘ t  y o u ? ‖  ( 1 2 0 ) ,  ― … w o n ‘ t  yo u ? ‖ ,  ― D o  

i t  f o r  yo u r  S a n g e e t a  A u n t y ,  w o n ‘ t  y o u ? ‖  ( 2 0 8 ) ,  ― Y o u ‘ r e  

h o l d i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d ,  a r e n ‘ t  y o u ? ‖  ( 2 4 4 )  

1 5 .  T h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  p a r a d o x e s :  ― i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n   

a n  i m p o t e n t  c i t y‖  ( 3 4 ) ,  ― N o s  t o  b e c o m e  Y e s ‖  ( 1 2 0 ) .  

1 6 .  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  o p p o s i t e s  i n  t h i s  n o v e l .  T h e y  a r e   

m a n y ,  l i k e  ― i n h a l i n g - e x h a l i n g ‖  ( 9 9 ) .  

1 7 .  S h o r t ,  b u t  f u l l  s e n t e n c e :  ― L o o k  h e r e . ‖  ( 1 6 ) ,  ― T a k e   

T h e m ‖  ( 2 8 ) ,  ― T o m o r r o w ‖ ,  ― N o t  m e ‖  ( 2 8 )  a n d  ― W o r k .  

H a r d  w o r k ‖  ( 1 1 7 ) .   

1 8 .  S l a n g :  ― S i s t e r - f u c k e r ‖  ( 5 6 ) .  
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1 9 .  A b b r e v i a t i o n s :  ― B M C ‖  ( 1 9 ) ,  ― T V ‖  ( 2 1 ,  2 2 ) ,  ― T B ‖  ( 2 7 ) ,  

― B K C ‖ ,  ― I C I C I ‖ ,  &  ― H S B C ‖  ( 3 7 ) ,  ― K C ‖  ( 3 9 ) ,  ― B H K ‖ ,  

― N O C ‖  ( 7 1 ) ,  ― N R I ‖  ( 7 2 ) ,  a n d  ― M D ‖  ( 1 3 0 ) .  

2 0 .  U s e  o f  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  w o r d s :  ― C a f é ‖  ( 6 7 ) ,  ― R a t t u s  

n o r v e g i c u s .  R a t t u s  r a t t u s .  B a n d i c o t a  b e n g a l e n s i s ‖  ( 6 8 ) ,  

― c a e s u r a ‖  ( 1 2 6 ) ,  ― accent aigu (acute accent) é‖ (213),   

2 1 .  P o r t m a n t e a u :  ― S o - B o :  s o u t h  B o m b a y ‖  ( 5 4 ) .  

L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a  g r e a t  n o v e l  b o t h  b y  i t s  s e r i o u s  

t h e m e  a n d  m a t c h i n g  s e r i o u s  s t y l e .  I t  i s  b o u n d  t o  t u r n  a  c l a s s i c  i n  

t h e  c o m i n g  ye a r s  w i t h  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  r e a d e r s  r e a d i n g  a n d  

a p p r e c i a t i n g  i t  f o r  i t s  g r a n d  d e s i g n  w i t h  g l o b a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  g r a n d  w a y .  
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Chapter  5  

CONCLUSION 

 

 

P o w e r  i s  a  c o m m o n  r e a l i t y  a n d  i t  p e r v a d e s  a l l  l a ye r s  o f  s o c i e t y .  

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p o w e r  i s  d e e p l y  e m b e d d e d  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

h u m a n  h i s t o r y .  T h e  s p r e a d  o f  d e m o c r a c y  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  

r e p l a c i n g  t h e  o l d  s ys t e m  o f  h e g e m o n y  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  s l o w  p r o c e s s  

i n  I n d i a .  E v e n  w h e n  d e m o c r a c y  h a s  c o m e  i n t o  p i c t u r e  f o r t y  ye a r s  

e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  i t  h a s  n o t  

c o m e  o f  a g e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I n j u s t i c e ,  i n e q u a l i t y ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  

o p p r e s s i o n  i n  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y  h a s  b e e n  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h o u t  m u c h  s i g n  

o f  a b e t m e n t ,  l e a d i n g  t o  f i e r c e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s .  A l l  t h e  t h r e e  n o v e l s  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  c h a r t  o u t  t h i s  g a m e  o f  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  p l a ye d  

b y  h a v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  h a v e - n o t s .     

I n  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ,  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i s  p l a ye d  w i t h i n  t h e  

A ye m e n e m  H o u s e  a n d  o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  K e r a l a  s o c i e t y .  W i t h i n  t h e  

h o u s e  p o w e r  g a m e  i s  d e p i c t e d  b e t w e e n  P a p p a c h i  a n d  M a m m a c h i ,  

B a b y K o c h a m m a  a n d  A m m u  a n d  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  w i t h  

A m m u  a n d  C h a c k o .   O u t s i d e  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h i s  g a m e  i s  o p e r a t i v e  

b e t w e e n  V e l u t h a  a n d  C o m r a d e  P i l l a i ,  V e l u t h a  a n d  K o t t a ya m  P o l i c e ,  

a n d  A m m u  a n d  I n s p e c t o r  T h o m a s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s  h a v e  

c r u e l  s i d e  t o  t h e m .  P a p p a c h i  b e a t s  M a m m a c h i  w i t h  f l o w e r  v a s e ;  

V e l u t h a  i s  b e a t e n  t o  p u l p ;  A m m u  i s  h u m i l i a t e d  s o  m u c h  b y  

I n s p e c t o r  T h o m a s  t h a t  s h e  d i e s  a  l o n e l y  d e a t h  i n  a  c h e a p  l o d g e ,  

u n s e e n  a n d  u n s u n g .  T h e  u n i q u e  e l e m e n t  i n  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  i s  t h a t  

s h e  p r e s e n t s  t h e s e  p o w e r  g a m e s  w i t h  n a t u r a l l y  g r a p h i c  d e t a i l s .  

N o t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  b e  f o r c e d ;  n o t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  b e  a n  o v e r t  

p r o p a g a n d a  b y  a  s o c i a l  a c t i v i s t .   
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 W h a t  i s  f u r t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  i n  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  i s  h e r  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  u s e  o f  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  H e r  m a t t e r  i s  i n t e n s e l y  f e l t  

b y  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e  s a m e  i s  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  b y  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  e x p e r i m e n t  m u c h  m o r e  p l a u s i b l e ,  s h e  h a s  s e l e c t e d  

s e v e n - ye a r  o l d  t w i n s ,  E s t h a  a n d  R a h e l ,  a s  t h e  m a i n  n a r r a t o r .  L i k e  

s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  t h e y  a r e  k e e n  o n  l e a r n i n g  l a n g u a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  

e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  i t .  W i t h  a l l  c u r i o s i t y  o f  g r o w i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  

s e e  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  w o r l d  b e f o r e  t h e m  w i t h  i n n o c e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  

b e w i l d e r m e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  m o m e n t s  o f  a g o n y  t o u c h i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t s  

a n d  t h e y  c l i n g  t o  A m m u ,  a n d  a t  t i m e s  t o  V e l u t h a  t o o ,  f o r  s e c u r i t y  

f r o m  t h e  d a n g e r  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e .  T h e y  b e c o m e  t h e  m a i n  

l i n g u i s t i c  t o o l  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  c r o s s w o r d - l i k e  

g a m e .  T h e  b e a u t y  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s  i s  s p e a k i n g  o f  ‗ s m a l l ‘  

t h i n g s  o f  l i f e  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  w i d e r  a n d  h i g h e r  

r e a l i t i e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  l i k e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o p r i e t y ,  m o r a l i t y ,  a n d  

p o w e r  g a m e  e f f e c t i n g  e v e n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e e l i n g  o f  l o v e .  T h i s  i s  

c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  o n g o i n g  c l a s h  f o r  d o m i n a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o w e r f u l  

a n d  t h e  p o w e r l e s s .  A s  A l e x  T i c k e l l ,  t h u s ,  c o n c l u d e s ;  ― t h e  w h o l e  

n o v e l  b e c o m e s  a  s u b t l e  m e d i t a t i o n  o n  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ‖  ( 1 1 ) .    

 T h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  w i t h  s ym b o l i c  a n d  m u l t i p l e  

m e a n i n g s ,  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a l m o s t  n e a r  p e r f e c t  l a n g u a g e  b y  R o y .  T o  

q u o t e  R o y  ( 1 9 9 7 )  h e r s e l f :  ― A s  a  w r i t e r  I  g o v e r n  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  

l a n g u a g e  d o e s  n o t  g o v e r n  m e ‖  ( 1 5 ) .  W i t h  t h i s  m u c h  a s s u r e d  

c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  f r e e d o m ,  R o y  h a s  m a d e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  f l e x i b l e  

e n o u g h  t o  b e n d  t o  a l l  h e r  n e e d s  –  a  g r e a t  f e a t  a c h i e v e d  b y  a n y  

I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  n o v e l i s t  s o  f a r .   

 W h i l e  V e l u t h a  a n d  A m m u ,  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  T h e  G o d  o f  

S m a l l  T h i n g s  a r e  t r a g i c  l o s e r s  i n  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e ,  B a l r a m  H a l w a i  i n    
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T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  i s  a  w i n n e r .  H e  i s  a  m o d e r n  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h o  d o e s  

n o t  f l i n c h  t o  t a k e  a n y  d e v i o u s  p a t h  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  H i s  

s e n s e  o f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  c o u r a g e  p u l l  h i m  o u t  f r o m  a n  a r e a  o f  

d a r k n e s s ,  a  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  b a c k w a t e r s  o f  B i h a r ,  t o  t h e  r e a l m  

o f  g l a m o r o u s  l i g h t  i n  s p a r k l i n g  B a n g a l o r e .  F r o m  a  m e a n  w o r k e r  a t  a  

t e a  s t a l l  a n d  t h e n  a  h u m i l i a t e d  d r i v e r  o f  A s h o k ,  h e  b e c o m e s  a  

s u c c e s s f u l  e n t r e p r e n e u r  w i t h  h i s  o w n  f l e e t  o f  T o yo t a  Q u a l i s .  I n  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  o f  r i s e  f r o m  t h e  r a n k s ,  h e  h a s  t o  c o m m i t  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  h i s  

m a s t e r .  H e  m a k e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  h i s  c r i m e  b y  h e l p i n g  t h e  

h e l p l e s s  w h e n  h e  h a s  e n o u g h  r e s o u r c e s .  H i s  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  n o t  f i t  

t h e  c l a s s i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  a  h e r o ;  b u t  h e r o i s m  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a g e  i s  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  s t a t u s  a n d  w e a l t h ,  e v e n  i f  g a i n e d  b y  d u b i o u s  m e a n s .  

A l t h o u g h  B a l r a m  m a y  h a v e  h i s  c u r r e n t  s ym p a t h i z e r s ,  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  

h a s  s t i l l  n o t  t h e  h a u n t i n g  p r e s e n c e  o f  A m m u  a n d  V e l u t h a ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a v e  t r a i t s  o f  t r a g i c  f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  M a y  b e ,  

w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  t i m e  a n d  t a s t e ,  B a l r a m  m a y l o s e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  o f  

h i s  s h i n e .  B u t  A m m u  a n d  V e l u t h a ,  c o n c e i v e d  b y  R o y  o n  a  h i g h e r  

p l a n e ,  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  a l w a ys  i n  a  c o m m a n d i n g  p o s i t i o n .  H a r d l y  

l o s e r s  a r e  a s  d e a r  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  A m m u  a n d  V e l u t h a .  

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  p o w e r  g a m e  p l a ye d  b y  m u r k y  p o l i t i c s  m a y  

n o t  b e  e v e r y t h i n g ;  a  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  e l e m e n t a l  s t r e n g t h  m a y b e a t  

t h i s  g a m e  i n  t h e  f i n a l  t e s t  o f  t i m e .   

 T h i s  f a c t  i s  m u c h  m o r e  o b v i o u s  i f  t h e  r e l e n t l e s s  f i g h t  o f  

M a s t e r j i  i n  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t .  H i s  i s  a l m o s t  

a  l o n e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  D h a r m e n  S h a h ,  t h e  m i g h t y  b u i l d e r  o f  M u m b a i .  

W h i l e  M a s t e r j i  o w n s  o n l y  a n  o l d  f l a t ,  S h a h  i s  a  m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e ,  

w i t h  b o t h  f a b u l o u s  m o n e y  a n d  i n t i m i d a t i n g  m u s c l e  p o w e r .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  h e  i s  c u n n i n g l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  p e r s u a s i v e l y  a r t i c u l a t e .  

L a s t l y ,  h e  c a n  a d o p t  a n y  m e a n s  w h a t s o e v e r  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  

o b j e c t i v e .  M a s t e r j i  i s  t h e  j u s t  o p p o s i t e  o f  S h a h .  H e  i s  g u i d e d  b y  h i s  

a g e - o l d  i d e a l i s m .  F o r  h i m  b o t h  a i m  a n d  m e a n s  a r e  s a c r e d .  H e  c a n  
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n e v e r  s t o o p  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  S h a h .  W h i l e  S h a h  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  c o r r u p t ,  

M a s t e r j i  i s  t h o r o u g h l y  h o n e s t .  T h u s ,  t h e  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  

s e c o n d  n o v e l  o f  A d i g a  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  T h e  

W h i t e  T i g e r .  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  p o s e s  s e a r c h i n g  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  u n e v e n  a n d  m i n d l e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c i t i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n t o  

u n e q u a l  p o w e r  g a m e .  A s  c o m m e n t e d  b y  C u t i e  e t  a l .  ( 2 0 1 2 ) :  

B e i n g  a  j o u r n a l i s t  h e  h a d  t h e  e ye  t o  s e e  w h a t  e m o t i o n a l  

p e o p l e  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  a b o u t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  u n d e r  

p r i v i l e g e d  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  G l o b a l i z a t i o n  b e c a m e  

h i s  h e r o e s .  H e  p r e s e n t s  h o w  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  i m p a c t e d  t h e  

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  a s  w e l l  t h e  m o r a l  v a l u e s  o f  p e o p l e  ( 1 1 ) .   

O n  t h e  p h ys i c a l  a n d  m o r a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e  i s  n o t  s o  l o n g  i n  

T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  a s  i t  i s  i n  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r .  I n  L a s t  M a n  i n  

T o w e r ,  t h e  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  i s  g i g a n t i c  b e c a u s e ,  e x c e p t  h i s  f a i t h  a n d  

b e l i e f ,  M a s t e r j i  h a s  n o  r e s o u r c e s  t o  g i v e  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  D h a r m e n  

S h a h .  O n  p h ys i c a l  l e v e l  h i s  c h a l l e n g e  i s  q u i t e  u n e q u a l ;  b u t  o n  

m o r a l  l e v e l  M a s t e r j i  i s  a  g i a n t  c o m p a r e d  t o  p i g m y S h a h .  B u t  i n  h i s  

f r a g i l e  b o d y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s t e e l y  s t r e n g t h  o f  c o u r a g e  a n d  b e l i e f .  O n e  

i s  r e m i n d e d  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e  w h e n  h e  c o m m e n t s :  

H e  h a t h  b o r n e  h i m s e l f  b e yo n d  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  h i s  a g e ,  d o i n g  i n  

t h e  f i g u r e  o f  a  l a m b  t h e  f e a t s  o f  a  l i o n :  h e  h a t h  i n d e e d  b e t t e r  

b e t t e r e d  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a n  yo u  m u s t  e x p e c t  m e  t o  t e l l  yo u  h o w !  

( 1 3 - 1 7 )   

 T h e r e  a r e  b o t h  c o m m o n  f a c t s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  t w o  

n o v e l s  o f  A d i g a  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e  i s  

c o m m o n ,  t h e  d i m e n s i o n  o f  p o w e r  s t r u g g l e  h a s  s u b t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I n  

T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  t h e  p o w e r  g a m e  b o i l s  d o w n  t o  v i l l a g e  v e r s u s  c i t y ;  

i n  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r ,  i t  i s  c i t y  a g a i n s t  c i t y  –  V i s h r a m  S o c i e t y  s e t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  w o r l d  o f  D h a r m e n  S h a h .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  n o v e l ,  
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B a l r a m  d o e s  n o t  o n l y  s u r v i v e ,  b u t  t h r i v e s  a s  w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c a n ,  

a t  t i m e s ,  c o m p r o m i s e  o n  p r i n c i p l e s .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  n o v e l  M a s t e r j i  i s  

a n  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  i d e a l i s t ,  w h o  i s  h u m i l i a t e d ,  t o r t u r e d ,  a n d  

f i n a l l y ,  t h r o w n  t o  d e a t h  f r o m  t h e  r o o f  t o p .  H e  i s  a  t r a g i c  h e r o  a n d  

L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  i s  a  t r a g i c  n o v e l .  B u t  B a l r a m  i s  f a r  s h o r t  o f  a  

t r a g i c  s t a t u r e ,  a n d  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  i s  n o t  a  t r a g e d y .   

 W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  f i n d i n g  s u i t a b l e  l a n g u a g e  f o r  t h e  p o w e r  

p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  A d i g a  i s  t o  a d o p t  i n n o v a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  t o  

m a t c h  h i s  c o n t e n t .  B u t  h e  i s  l e s s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t h a n  A r u n d h a t i  R o y .  

P a s h u p a t i  J h a  ( 1 9 9 5 )  i n  a  r e s e a r c h  e s s a y  h a s  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  o f  a n g e r  m o s t l y  i n d i c a t e s  p s yc h o l o g y  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  

a m o n g  t h e  d o m i n a n t  c l a s s  i n  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y .  A t  t i m e s ,  e v e n  t h e  u s e  

o f  E n g l i s h  m i x e d  w i t h  v e r n a c u l a r  l a n g u a g e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

s u p e r i o r i t y  c o m p l e x  i n  t h e  s p e a k e r .  T h e s e  w o r d s  o f  J h a  a r e  r e l e v a n t  

t o  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  n o v e l s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .   

R o s i t t a  J o s e p h  V a l i ya m a t t a m  ( 2 0 1 7 )  h a s  t o u c h e d  u p o n  t h e  m o v i n g  

t h e m e s ,  v i r t u e s  a n d  v i c e s  i n  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r .  S h e  h a s  a r g u e d  

t h a t  t h e  n o v e l  i s  n o t  o n l y  p r o t e s t  o f  a  s i n g l e  m a n ,  M a s t e r j i ,  b u t  i t  

h a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  a p p e a l .  S h e  i n t e r r o g a t e s  m a n y  ― d i s t u r b i n g  q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i d e a s  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i d e n t i f i e s  

s u r v i v a l  s t r a t e g i e s  a d o p t e d  b y  c i t i z e n s  i n  a  m o r a l l y  a m b i v a l e n t  

I n d i a ‖  ( 2 ) .  T h e  n o v e l i s t ‘ s  u n i v e r s a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  e v e n  m a y  h a v e  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  m a s s i v e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  p e o p l e  d u r i n g  B e i j i n g  

O l ym p i c  G a m e s  o f  2 0 0 8 .  I t  h a s  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  L o n d o n  a n d  o t h e r  

b i g  c i t i e s  t h a t  h a d  h o s t e d  m a n y  m a j o r  e v e n t s  w o r l d w i d e .   

L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  u p  a s  t h e  s t u b b o r n  f i g h t  o f  o n e  

m a n  a g a i n s t  h i s  t i m e s .  I t  i s  s e t  i n  t h e  m a x i m u m  c i t y  o f  M u m b a i ,  

w h e r e  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  b i g  b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  p r o g r e s s  i s  

m e a s u r e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  s k ys c r a p e r s .  M a s t e r j i ‘ s  f i g h t  i s  l i k e  t h e  

f r e e d o m  s t r u g g l e  o f  G a n d h i ;  h e  t o o  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  o f  
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m o r a l i t y  o v e r  i m m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  A l t h o u g h  h e  m e e t s  d e a t h ,  h i s  

v i c t o r y  i s  s ym b o l i z e d  b y  o p e n i n g  o f  s c h o o l  n e a r  V i s h r a m  S o c i e t y  

a n d  r e g r e t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  M a s t e r j i ,  a  n o b l e  s o u l  

d y i n g  f o r  a  n o b l e  c a u s e .   

 A l l  t h e  t h r e e  s e l e c t e d  n o v e l s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  

g r e a t n e s s  i n  t h e m  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  f i n a l l y  s t a n d  f o r  h u m a n i s m  

a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  b a r b a r i s m .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  

u n i q u e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  t o  e x p r e s s  p o w e r  p o l i t i c s  i n  I n d i a n  s o c i e t y .   
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w w w . d x . d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 1 0 1 3 9 2 9 X . 2 0 1 4 . 8 9 7 4 6 2  

K i m ,  K i c h u n g .  ― W r i g h t ,  t h e  P r o t e s t  N o v e l ,  a n d  B a l d w i n ' s  F a i t h . ‖  

C L A  J o u r n a l ,  V o l .  1 7  ( 3 ) ,  1 9 7 4 :  3 8 7 – 3 9 6 .  J S T O R ,  

w w w . j s t o r . o r g / s t a b l e / 4 4 3 2 9 0 6 3 .  

K l e i n ,  D .  R o n a l d .  ― I n  P r a i s e  o f  P o p u l a r  F i c t i o n :  A  C o n t r a r y  

V i e w  o f  ‗ T h e  B o o k e r  P r i z e  i n  I n d i a ‘ , ‖  L o c a t i n g  t h e  P e r i p h e r y :  

http://www.dx.doi.org/10.1080/1013929X.2014.897462
http://www.jstor.org/stable/44329063
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B o o k e r  P r i z e  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  N o v e l ,  e d .  N i l a n s h u  K u m a r  

A g a r w a l ,  K o l k a t a :  R o m a n  B o o k s ,  2 0 1 3 ,  p p . 1 8 - 3 5 .  

K o t h a r i ,  R e e n a .  ― T h e  M u l t i p l e  P o w e r  S t u c t u r e  i n  A y e m e n e m . ‖ ,  

E d s .  E x p l o r a t i o n s  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  

N e w  D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s ,  1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  1 4 2 - 1 5 4 . P r i n t .  

K u m a r ,  A m i t a v a .  ― O n  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r . ‖  T h e  H i n d u .  2  

N o v .  2 0 0 8 .  W e b .  1 6  A u g .  2 0 1 2 .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  P a s s p o r t  P h o t o s .  L o s  A n g e l e s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 0 .  P r i n t .  

K u m a r ,  S a t e n d r a .  ― A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  B e t w e e n  t h e  A s s a s s i n a t i o n s :  

A  T r i u m p h  o f  V o i c e  a n d  I m a g i n a t i o n . ‖ ,  P o e t c r i t  3 2 . 1  ( 2 0 1 9 ) :  6 1 -

6 6 .  P r i n t .  

L a n e ,  R i c h a r d  J .  T h e  P o s t c o l o n i a l  N o v e l .  C a m b r i d g e :  P o l i t y ,  

2 0 0 6 .  P r i n t .  

L a u r a ,  L a u r a .  ― G e o m o d e r n i s m ,  P o s t c o l o n i a l i t y ,  a n d  W o m e n ‘ s  

W r i t i n g ‖  T h e  C a m b r i d g e  C o m p a n i o n  t o  M o d e r n i s t  W o m e n  W r i t e r s  

( C a m b r i d g e  C o m p a n i o n s  t o  L i t e r a t u r e ) ,  e d .  M a r e n  T o v a  L i n e t t  

C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  2 0 1 0 ,  p p .  1 2 9 - 1 4 5 .  

L e o n a r d ,  P h i l i p .  L i t e r a t u r e  a f t e r  G l o b a l i z a t i o n :  T e x t u a l i t y ,  

T e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n - S t a t e .  N e w  Y o r k :  B l o o m s b u r y ,  2 0 1 4 .  

P r i n t .    

L i d i ya ,  R a j e s h  K .  ― A s s e s s m e n t  o f  E d m u n d  S p e n s e r  a s  a  P o e t  

w i t h  R e f e r e n c e  t o  A m o r e t t i . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  

S t u d i e s  L I  ( 2 0 1 4 ) :  1 2 4 - 1 3 5 .  P r i n t .  
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― T e a c h i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  t h r o u g h  

L i t e r a t u r e . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  L I  ( 2 0 1 4 ) :  

2 8 2 - 2 9 1 .  P r i n t .  

M a e e n a ,  T a r i q  A .  A l .  ― P a y  t h e  W o r k e r  h i s  D u e s  b e f o r e  h i s  S w e a t  

h a s  D r i e d  u p . ‖  G u l f  N e w s ,  2 7  D e c . 2 0 1 4 ,   

g u l f n e w s . c o m / o p i n i o n / o p - e d s / p a y - t h e - w o r k e r - h i s - d u e s - b e f o r e -

h i s - s w e a t - h a s - d r i e d - u p - 1 . 1 4 3 2 6 4 4  .  A c c e s s e d  3 0  D e c .  2 0 1 8 .  

M e n d e s ,  A n a  C r i s t i n a  F e r r e i r a .  ― E x c i t i n g  T a l e s  o f  E x o t i c  D a r k  

I n d i a :  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r . ‖ ,  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  

C o m m o n w e a l t h  L i t e r a t u r e  4 5 . 2  ( 2 0 1 0 ) :  2 7 5 - 2 9 3 .  P r i n t .  

M a r x ,  K a r l .  T h e  E i g h t e e n t h  B r u m a i r e  o f  L o u i s  B o n a p a r t e .  

M o s c o w :  P r o g r e s s  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 3 7 ,  2 0 0 6 .   

M i s h r a ,  B i n o d .  ― C yb e r  S p a c e :  A  S i t e  o f  S t r u g g l e  a n d  R e l e a s e ‖ .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  A p p r o a c h  a n d  

S t u d i e s ,  1 ( 1 ) ,  2 0 1 4 ,  p p .  1 5 - 2 6 .  P r i n t .  

M i s s a l ,  S a m u e l .  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  ‗ T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‘ :  A  S t u d y  i n  

S y s t e m i c  M a r g i n a l i t y .  N o r d e r s t e d t :  G R I N  P u b l i s h i n g ,  2 0 1 5 .  

P r i n t .  

M o n i k a ,  S .  C o n t e m p o r a r y  S o c i a l  I s s u e s  i n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  ‗ T h e  

W h i t e  T i g e r ‘  a n d  ‗ L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r ‘ .  A h m e d a b a d :  S a r a  B o o k  

P u b l i c a t i o n ,  2 0 1 5 .  P r i n t .  

M u k h e r j e e ,  D i p a n j o y .  ― A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r :  a  

P o s t c o l o n i a l  R e a d i n g  o f  N e w  I n d i a ‖ ,  I O S R  J o u r n a l  o f  H u m a n i t i e s  

a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  2 0  ( 1 2 ) ,  D e c .  2 0 1 5 ,  p p .  5 6 - 6 0 .  P r i n t .  

https://gulfnews.com/opinion/op-eds/pay-the-worker-his-dues-before-his-sweat-has-dried-up-1.1432644
https://gulfnews.com/opinion/op-eds/pay-the-worker-his-dues-before-his-sweat-has-dried-up-1.1432644
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M u k h e r j e e ,  M e e n a k s h i .  T h e  P e r i s h a b l e  E m p i r e :  E s s a y s  o n  I n d i a n  

W r i t i n g  i n  E n g l i s h .  N e w  D e l h i :  O U P ,  2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  1 3
t h

 i m p r e s s i o n  

2 0 1 4 .  P r i n t .  

M u k h e r j e e ,  U p a m a n yu  P a b l o .  ― ‗ W h i c h  C o l o n y?  W h i c h  B l o c k ? ‘ :  

V i o l e n c e ,  ( P o s t - ) C o l o n i a l  U r b a n  P l a n n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  

N o v e l ‖ .  E d .  U l k a  A n j a r i a .  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  N o v e l  i n  

E n g l i s h .  D e l h i :  C U P ,  2 0 1 5 ,  p p .  2 8 2 - 2 9 5 .  P r i n t .  

M u l l a n e y ,  J u l i e .  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  

L o n d o n :  C o n t i n u u m ,  2 0 0 2 ,  2 0 1 2 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  P o s t c o l o n i a l  L i t e r a t u r e s  i n  C o n t e x t .  Lo n d o n :  

C o n t i n u u m ,  2 0 1 0 .  P r i n t .  

N a i r ,  R .  H e m a .  ― R e m e m b r a n c e  o f  T h i n g s  P a s t :  A  R e a d i n g  o f  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y‘ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‖ ,  C I E F L  B u l l e t i n ,  

V o l . 9  1 9 9 8 ,  p p . 4 9 -  5 6 .  

N a n d y ,  A s h i s h .  ― O p p r e s s i o n  a n d  H u m a n  L i b e r a t i o n :  T o w a r d s  a  

T h i r d  W o r l d  U t o p i a . ‖  A l t e r n a t i v e s ,  v o l .  4 ,  n o .  2 ,  O c t .  1 9 7 8 ,  p p .  

1 6 5 – 1 8 0 ,  d o i : 1 0 . 1 1 7 7 / 0 3 0 4 3 7 5 4 7 8 0 0 4 0 0 2 0 1 .  

N a r s i m h a i a h ,  C . D .  ― T h e  B o o k e r  P r i z e :  A  C u r s e  t o  C r e a t i v i t y‖ ,  

T h e  L i t e r a r y  C r i t e r i o n ,  3 2 ( 3 )  1 9 9 7 ,  i - i x .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  S w a n  a n d  t h e  E a g l e .  N e w  D e l h i :  M o t i l a l  

B a n a r s i d a s s ,  1 9 9 9 .  P r i n t .   

N a ya r ,  P r a m o d  K .  ― S o r r y  S p e c t a c l e s :  T h e  G a z e  i n  A r u n d h a t i  

R o y‘ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s . ‖ ,  E d s .  E x p l o r a t i o n s  A r u n d h a t i  

R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  N e w  D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s ,  

1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  1 3 - 1 7 . P r i n t .  
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N i m s a r k a r  P . D .  a n d  S u b h a  M i s h r a .  E d s .  A r a v i n d  A d i g a :  A n  

A n t h o l o g y  o f  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s .  N e w  D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s .  2 0 1 0 .  

P r i n t .  

N i m s a r k a r ,  P .  D .  ― N e w  E t h i c s  a n d  H u m a n  V a l u e s  i n  C r i m i n a l  

W o r l d :  S h a s h i  D e s h p a n d e ‘ s  I f  I  D i e  T o d a y . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  

o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  L I  ( 2 0 1 4 ) :  1 1 9 - 1 2 9 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― L a n g u a g e ,  D i s c o u r s e  a n d  S o c i a l  I d e n t i t y  i n  

A d i g a ‘ s  ‗ T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‘ . ‖  E d s ,  P . D .  N i m s a r k a r  a n d  S i m a n  

M i s h r a ,  A r a v i n d  A d i g a :  A n  A n t h o l o g y  o f  C r i t i c a l  E s s a y s .  N e w  

D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s ,  2 0 1 0 .  P r i n t .  

N i t ya n a n d a m ,  I n d i r a .  ― T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s : A  L i n g u i s t i c  

E x p e r i m e n t . ‖ ,  E d s .  I n d i r a  B h a t t  a n d  I n d i r a  N i t ya n a n d a m .  

E x p l o r a t i o n s  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  N e w  

D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s ,  1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  1 1 3 - 1 1 9 .  P r i n t .   

O l m e d i l l a ,  J o s e - C a r l o s  R e d o n d o .  ― C o m p a r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e ,  

E n t r o p y  a n d  I n t e g r a t i n g  P a r a d i g m ‖ .  I U P  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  2 ( 1 ) ,  

2 0 0 7 ,  p p .  6 4 - 6 8 .  P r i n t .    

O r w e l l ,  G e o r g e .  P o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e .  Lo n d o n :  

P e n g u i n  B o o k s ,  2 0 1 3 .  P r i n t .  

O u t k a ,  E l i z a b e t h .  ― T r a u m a  a n d  T e m p o r a l  H yb r i d i t y  i n  A r u n d h a t i  

R o y‘ s  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s . ‖  C o n t e m p o r a r y  L i t e r a t u r e ,  v o l .  

5 2 ,  n o .  1 ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p p .  2 1 – 5 3 .  J S T O R ,  

w w w . j s t o r . o r g / s t a b l e / 4 1 2 6 1 8 2 4 .  

P a n d e y ,  M i t h i l e s h  K .  W r i t i n g  t h e  F e m a l e :  A k a d e m i  A w a r d e d  

N o v e l s  i n  E n g l i s h .  N e w  D e l h i :  S a r u p  a n d  S o n s ,  2 0 0 4 .  P r i n t .  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41261824


192 
 

P a r m a r ,  S u n i t a .  ― O f  B o r d e r s  a n d  B o u n d a r i e s :  K i r a n  D e s a i ‘ s  T h e  

I n h e r i t a n c e  o f  L o s s ‖ ,  e d .  P . D .  N i m s a r k a r .  K i r a n  D e s a i :  T h e  

N o v e l i s t .  N e w  D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  B o o k s .  2 0 0 8 ,  p p .  2 2 3 - 2 3 2 .  P r i n t .    

P a t i l ,  Z .  N .  ― S t y l i s t i c s  a n d  A p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  

F i c t i o n ‖ ,  F o r m  a n d  S t y l e  i n  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  F i c t i o n ,  F o r m  a n d  

S t y l e  i n  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  F i c t i o n ,  e d .  J a g d i s h  B a t r a ,  N e w  D e l h i :  

P r e s t i g e  B o o k s ,  2 0 1 1 ,  p p .  3 3 - 5 0 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  S t y l e  i n  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  F i c t i o n .  N e w  D e l h i :  

P r e s t i g e ,  1 9 9 4 .  P r i n t .   

P a t r a s c u ,  E c a t e r i n a .  ― T r a p p e d  i n  t h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p :  D i a l e c t i c s  o f  

F r e e d o m  i n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‖ ,  L o c a t i n g  t h e  

P e r i p h e r y :  B o o k e r  P r i z e  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  N o v e l ,  E d .  

N i l a n s h u  K u m a r  A g a r w a l ,  K o l k a t a :  R o m a n  B o o k s ,  2 0 1 3 ,  p p . 1 1 9 -

1 3 2 .  P r i n t .  

P c h e l i n a ,  O l g a .  ― E t h i c s  a s  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  

S c i e n c e . ‖ ,  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  

S c i e n c e ,  S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n d  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  v o l .  2 ,  M a r c h  1 6 - 1 7 ,  

2 0 1 8 .  P o t h i  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  2 0 1 8 :  1 3 - 2 5 .  P r i n t .   

P h i l l i p s o n ,  R o b e r t .  L i n g u i s t i c  I m p e r i a l i s m  C o n t i n u e d .  

H yd e r a b a d :  O r i e n t  B l a c k S w a n ,  2 0 0 9 .  P r i n t .   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  L i n g u i s t i c  I m p e r i a l i s m .  N e w  D e l h i :  O U P ,  

1 9 9 2 .  P r i n t .   

P a r a n j a p e ,  M a k r a n d .  T o w a r d s  a  P o e t i c s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  

N o v e l s .  S h i m l a :  I I A S ,  2 0 0 0 .  P r i n t .    

P r a s a n n a r a j a n ,  S .  ― B o o k s :  D r i v i n g  O u t  o f  D a r k n e s s . ‖  I n d i a  

T o d a y .  
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R a i ,  R . N . ,  M . S .  P a n d e y  a n d  A n i t a  S i n g h .  E d s .  R e v i s i t i n g  

L i t e r a r y  T h e o r y  a n d  C r i t i c i s m :  I n d i a n  a n d  W e s t e r n  P e r s p e c t i v e s .  

N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T yn e ,  U K :  C a m b r i d g e  S c h o l a r s  P u b l i s h i n g ,  

2 0 1 5 .  P r i n t .   

R a o ,  E .  R a j a .  B e y o n d  P r o t e s t :  A  C r i t i c a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  

C o n t e m p o r a r y  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  F i c t i o n .  D e l h i :  A c a d e m i c  

F o u n d a t i o n ,  1 9 9 3 .  P r i n t .   

R a o ,  R a n g a .  ― T h e  B o o k ( e r )  o f  t h e  y e a r ‖  T h e  H i n d u ,  S u n d a y ,  1 6  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 7 ,  p .  1 3 .  P r i n t .  

R a t t i ,  M a n a v .  ― J u s t i c e ,  S u b a l t e r n i s m ,  a n d  L i t e r a r y  J u s t i c e :  

A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r ‖  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  C o m m o n w e a l t h  

L i t e r a t u r e ,  J u n e  2 0 1 8 ,  p p .  1 - 1 8 ,  

d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 1 7 7 / 0 0 2 1 9 8 9 4 1 8 7 7 7 8 5 3  . W e b .   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  T h e  P o s t s e c u l a r  I m a g i n a t i o n :  P o s t c o l o n i a l i s m ,  

R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e .  N e w  Y o r k :  R o u t l e d g e ,  2 0 1 3 .  P r i n t .   

R o y ,  A m i t a b h .  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ :  A  N o v e l  o f  S o c i a l  

C o m m i t m e n t .  N e w  D e l h i :  A t l a n t i c ,  2 0 1 2 .  P r i n t .  

R o y ,  M a r y .  ― T h r e e  G e n e r a t i o n s  o f  W o m e n . ‖  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  

G e n d e r  S t u d i e s ,  6 ( 2 ) .  S e p t . 1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  2 0 3 – 2 1 9 ,  

d o i : 1 0 . 1 1 7 7 / 0 9 7 1 5 2 1 5 9 9 0 0 6 0 0 2 0 4 .  

S a d a n a ,  R a s h m i .  E n g l i s h  H e a r t ,  H i n d i  H e a r t l a n d :  T h e  P o l i t i c a l  

L i f e  o f  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  I n d i a .  T h e  f i r s t  e d .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  U S A .  R a n i k h e t :  P e r m a n e n t  B l a c k ,  2 0 1 2 .  P r i n t .  

S a m e r v e l ,  R e b e c c a .  ― H e a t ‘ s  o n  w h i t e - c o l l a r  c r i m e :  S i x  g e t  

l i f e l i f e  f o r  c h e a t i n g  b a n k ‖  T h e  T i m e s  o f  I n d i a  D e h r a d u n ,  2 7  

A p r i l  2 0 1 9 ,  p .  1  &  8 .  

https://doi.org/10.1177/0021989418777853
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S a w h n e y ,  H i r s h .  I n  C o n v e r s a t i o n ,  ― I n d i a :  A  V i e w  f r o m  B e l o w  

A r a v i n d  A d i g a  w i t h  H i r s h  S a w h n e y‖ .  

b r o o k l yn r a i l . o r g / 2 0 0 8 / 0 9 / e x p r e s s / i n d i a - a - v i e w - f r o m - b e l o w .  W e b .  

S c h e u e r m a n n ,  M o n a .  S o c i a l  P r o t e s t  i n  t h e  E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  

E n g l i s h  N o v e l .  C o l u m b u s :  O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 5 .  

P r i n t .  

S c h o t l a n d ,  S a r a  D .  ― B r e a k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  R o o s t e r  C o o p :  V i o l e n t  

C r i m e  i n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  T i g e r  a n d  R i c h a r d  W r i g h t ‘ s  

N a t i v e  S o n . ‖ ,  C o m p a r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e  S t u d i e s .  4 8  . 1  ( 2 0 1 1 ) :  p p .  

1 - 1 9 .  

S e d l a t s c h e k  A n d r e a s .  C o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h :  V a r i a t i o n  

a n d  C h a n g e .  A m s t e r d a m :  J o h n  B e n j a m i n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  2 0 0 9 .  

P r i n t .  

S h a k e s p e a r e ,  W i l l i a m .  M u c h  A d o  a b o u t  N o t h i n g .  N e w  D e l h i :  

H a r p e r  P r e s s .  2 0 1 1 .  I ,  I ,  1 3 - 1 7 .  P r i n t .  

S h a r m a ,  S a m i r  K u m a r .  ― C o d e  –  S w i t c h i n g  &  C o d e  –  m i x i n g  i n  

B i h a r . ‖ ,  N e w  A r c a d i a :  A n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  

L a n g u a g e ,  L i t e r a t u r e  & L i t e r a r y  T h e o r y ,  I I  ( 2 0 1 2 ) :  3 8  –  4 2 .  

P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― L u c y  P o e m s  o f  W o r d s w o r t h :  A n  E c o c r i t i c a l  

S t u d y . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s .  L I  ( 2 0 1 4 ) :  2 2 8  –  

2 4 0 .  P r i n t .  

S h a r m a ,  S a t i s h  K .  E d .  R e f o r m ,  P r o t e s t ,  a n d  S o c i a l  

T r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  N e w  D e l h i :  S a t i s h  P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  1 9 8 7 .  

P r i n t .  

S h u k l a ,  A .  a n d  S h u c h i  S r i v a s t a v a .  ― A m e r i c a n  O r i e n t a l i s m :  

C u l t u r e  a n d  C r i s e s ,  i n  P e a r l  S  B u c k ‘ s ,  ― E a s t  W i n d :  W e s t  W i n d  

https://brooklynrail.org/2008/09/express/india-a-view-from-below
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a n d  K i n f o l k ‖ .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  L i n g u i s t i c s  a n d  

L i t e r a t u r e .  4 ( 4 )  2 0 1 5 :  1 - 1 0 .  P r i n t .  

S h u k l a ,  A . ,  S .  S w a t i  a n d  S h u c h i  S r i v a s t a v a .  ― T h e  I m m o r t a l s  o f  

M e l u h a  a n d  t h e  S c i e n c e  i n  t h e i r  B e l i e f ‖ .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  

R e s e a r c h  i n  H u m a n i t i e s ,  A r t s  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e .  2 ( 5 )  2 0 1 4 :  8 9 - 9 4 .  

P r i n t .  

S h u k l a ,  A m b r i  a n d  S h u c h i  S r i v a s t a v a .  ― T h e  G o o d  E a r t h :  t h e  

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  F a r m e r s  i n  P r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  C h i n a  

b y  P e a r l  S  B u c k . ‖ ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e ,  

L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  T r a n s l a t i o n  S t u d i e s  ( 2 0 1 7 ) :  4 ( 1 ) .  2 4 9 - 2 5 2 .  P r i n t .    

S i n g h ,  P r a b h a s h  P d .  P o l i t i c a l  V i o l e n c e  i n  I n d i a .  D e l h i :  A m a r  

P r a k a s h a n ,  1 9 8 9 .  P r i n t .  

S i n g h ,  R . P .  ― ‗ T o u c h i n g  t h e  R o o t s ‘  C u l t u r a l  I m m e r s i o n  M o d e l  o f  

T e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  L V I  

( 2 0 1 9 ) :  3 6 - 4 4 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― D i s c o u r s e  A n a l ys i s  t o w a r d s  C r e a t i v e  F u l f i l m e n t  i n  

t h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  T e x t s ‖ .  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  

S t u d i e s .  V o l .  5 2  ( 2 0 1 5 ) ,  p p .  1 7 1 - 1 8 3 .  P r i n t .   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― F r o m  C o m m o n  t o  C l a s s i c :  A  P r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  

P o p u l a r  L i t e r a t u r e . ‖ ,  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s  L I V  

( 2 0 1 7 ) :  6 5 - 7 3 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― O n  t h e  T r a j e c t o r i e s  o f  F e m i n i s t  T h e o l o g y‖ .  T h e  

I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s .  V o l .  5 5  ( 2 0 1 8 ) ,  p p .  2 1 0 - 2 1 9 .  

P r i n t .   

S p i v a k ,  G a ya t r i  C h a k r a v o r t y .  ― T h e  B u r d e n  o f  E n g l i s h ‖ .  E d .  

C a r o l  A .  a n d  P e t e r  v a n  d e r  V e e r .  E d .  O r i e n t a l i s m  a n d  t h e  

P o s t c o l o n i a l  P r e d i c a m e n t :  P e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  S o u t h  A s i a .  
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P h i l a d e l p h i a :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 3 ,  p p .  1 3 4 -

1 5 7 .  P r i n t .  

S r e e l a t h a ,  M .  ― R e s i s t a n c e  t o  C o n t e m p o r a r y  R e a l i t i e s  i n  A r a v i n d  

A d i g a ‘ s  L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r ‖ ,  R e s e a r c h  F r o n t .  4 ( 3 ) ,  J u l y -  S e p t . ,  

2 0 1 6 ,  p p .  7 - 1 2 .  P r i n t .  

S u b r a h m a n ya m ,  S a n j a y .  ― D i a r y . ‖ ,  L o n d o n  R e v i e w  o f  B o o k s .  

3 0 ( 2 1 ) ,  6  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 8 .  w w w . l r b . c o . u k / v 3 0 / n 2 1 / s a n j a y -

s u b r a h m a n ya m / d i a r y  ,  p p .  4 2 - 4 3 .   

S u n e e t h a ,  P .  ― D o u b l e  V i s i o n  i n  A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  T h e  W h i t e  

T i g e r . ‖ ,  A r i e l  4 2 . 2  ( 2 0 1 1 ) :  p p .  1 6 3 - 7 5 .  

S u r e n d r a n ,  K . V .  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ :  A  S a g a  o f  L o s t  

D r e a m s .  N e w  D e l h i :  A t l a n t i c ,  2 0 1 3 .  P r i n t .   

S w a t i ,  S u m a n  a n d  S h u c h i  S r i v a s t a v a  ― O m p r a k a s h  V a l m i k i ‘ s  

J o o t h a n :  T h e  D e p i c t i o n  o f  P a i n  a n d  R e s i s t a n c e . ‖ ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e ,  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  T r a n s l a t i o n  S t u d i e s  

( 2 0 1 5 ) :  2 ( 4 ) .  4 4 4 - 4 4 7 .  P r i n t .    

T e l t u m b d e ,  A n a n d .  T h e  P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  C a s t e .  N e w  D e l h i :  

N a v a ya n a ,  2 0 1 0 ,  r p t .  2 0 1 4 .  P r i n t .  

T i c k e l l ,  A l e x .  ― S o m e  U s e s  o f  H i s t o r y :  H i s t o r i o g r a p h y ,  P o l i t i c s ,  

a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  N o v e l ‖ .  E d .  U l k a  A n j a r i a .  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  

N o v e l  i n  E n g l i s h .  D e l h i :  C U P ,  2 0 1 5 ,  p p .  2 3 7 - 2 5 0 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  A r u n d h a t i  R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  

L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o r k :  R o u t l e d g e ,  2 0 0 7 .  P r i n t .  

T r i v e d i ,  D a r s h a n a .  ― A r u n d h a t i ‘ s  S i m i l i e s . ‖ ,  E d s .  E x p l o r a t i o n s  

A r u n d h a t i  R o y ‘ s  ‗ T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‘ .  N e w  D e l h i :  C r e a t i v e  

B o o k s ,  1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  1 3 0 - 1 3 5 . P r i n t .  

https://www.lrb.co.uk/v30/n21/sanjay-subrahmanyam/diary
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v30/n21/sanjay-subrahmanyam/diary
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U p d i k e ,  J o h n .  ― M o t h e r  T o n g u e :  S u b d u i n g  t h e  L a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  

C o l o n i z e r ‖ .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k e r  2 3  J u n e  1 9 9 7 ,  1 5 6 - 1 6 1 ,  a t  p .  1 5 6 .   

V a l d e s ,  M a r c e l a .  ― B o o k  r e v i e w :  ‗ L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r , ‘  b y  

A r a v i n d  A d i g a . ‖  T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t ,  W P  C o m p a n y ,  1 9  S e p t .  

2 0 1 1  

w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / e n t e r t a i n m e n t / b o o k s / b o o k - r e v i e w - l a s t -

m a n - i n - t o w e r - b y- a r a v i n d -

a d i g a / 2 0 1 1 / 0 9 / 1 5 / g I Q A A H P A g K _ s t o r y . h t m l ? n o r e d i r e c t = o n & u t m _

t e r m = . 6 5 7 d d c b b 0 9 a 0   

V a l i ya m a t t a m ,  R o s i t t a  J o s e p h .  ― A r a v i n d  A d i g a ‘ s  L a s t  M a n  i n  

T o w e r :  S u r v i v a l  S t r a t e g i e s  i n  a  M o r a l l y  A m b i v a l e n t  In d i a ‖ .  

W o r l d  L i t e r a t u r e  T o d a y .  

w w w . w o r l d l i t e r a t u r e t o d a y . o r g / 2 0 1 7 / s e p t e m b e r / a r a v i n d - a d i g a s -

l a s t - m a n - t o w e r - s u r v i v a l - s t r a t e g i e s - m o r a l l y - a m b i v a l e n t - i n d i a -

r o s i t t a  .  2 0 1 7 .  W e b .  

V a r u g h e s e ,  E .  D a w s o n .  R e a d i n g  N e w  I n d i a :  P o s t - M i l l e n n i a l  

I n d i a n  F i c t i o n  i n  E n g l i s h .  L o n d o n :  B l o o m s b u r y ,  2 0 1 3 .  P r i n t .  

V i s w a n a t h ,  R u p a .  T h e  P a r i a h  P r o b l e m :  C a s t e ,  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  t h e  

S o c i a l  i n  M o d e r n  I n d i a .  N e w  D e l h i :  N a v a ya n a ,  2 0 1 4 .  P r i n t .  

V o g t - W i l l i a m ,  C h r i s t i n e .  ―  ‗ L a n g u a g e  i s  t h e  s k i n  o f  m y  t h o u g h t ‘  

L a n g u a g e  R e l a t i o n s  i n  A n c i e n t  P r o m i s e s  a n d  T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  

T h i n g s . ‖  E d .  C h r i s t i a n  M a i r  T h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  E n g l i s h  a s  a  W o r l d  

L a n g u a g e .  A S N E L  P a p e r s  7 .  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s :  R o d o p i ,  2 0 0 3 :  

3 9 3 - 4 0 4 .  P r i n t .  

W a l s h ,  W i l l i a m .  ― T h e  M e e t i n g  o f  L a n g u a g e  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  

t h e  I n d i a n  E x a m p l e . ‖ ,  E d .  G u y  A m i r t h a n a ya g a m .  W r i t e r s  i n  

E a s t - W e s t  E n c o u n t e r :  N e w  C u l t u r a l  B e a r i n g s .  L o n d o n  a n d  

B a s i n g s t o k e :  T h e  M a c m i l l a n  P r e s s  L t d . ,  1 9 8 2 :  1 0 0 - 1 3 7 .  P r i n t .    

http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/book-review-last-man-in-tower-by-aravind-adiga/2011/09/15/gIQAAHPAgK_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.657ddcbb09a0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/book-review-last-man-in-tower-by-aravind-adiga/2011/09/15/gIQAAHPAgK_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.657ddcbb09a0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/book-review-last-man-in-tower-by-aravind-adiga/2011/09/15/gIQAAHPAgK_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.657ddcbb09a0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/book-review-last-man-in-tower-by-aravind-adiga/2011/09/15/gIQAAHPAgK_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.657ddcbb09a0
https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2017/september/aravind-adigas-last-man-tower-survival-strategies-morally-ambivalent-india-rositta
https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2017/september/aravind-adigas-last-man-tower-survival-strategies-morally-ambivalent-india-rositta
https://www.worldliteraturetoday.org/2017/september/aravind-adigas-last-man-tower-survival-strategies-morally-ambivalent-india-rositta
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W h i t e ,  A l a n .  ― L a s t  M a n  i n  T o w e r :  A  P a r a b l e  B u i l t  o n  

A m b i g u i t y , ‖  T h e  N a t i o n a l ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  2 0 1 1 .  

Y a d a v ,  S a r yu g .  ― E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n  i n  I n d i a :  C o n t e x t s  

a n d  C o n c e r n s ‖ .  L a n g u a g e  F o r u m .  4 0 ( 1 )  2 0 1 4 :  6 0 - 7 2 .  P r i n t .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  ― L a n g u a g e ,  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  C u l t u r e :  A  S t u d y  i n  

S e n s e ,  S u b s t a n c e  a n d  S e n s i b i l i t y‖ .  L a n g u a g e  F o r u m .  3 5 ( 1 )  2 0 0 9 :  

5 0 - 5 9 .  P r i n t .  

― A r u n d h a t i  R o y :  T h e  G o o d  o f  S m a l l  T h i n g s ‖  

w w w . i n d e p e n d e n t . c o . u k / a r t s -

e n t e r t a i n m e n t / b o o k s / f e a t u r e s / a r u n d h a t i - r o y - t h e - g o o d - o f - s m a l l -

t h i n g s - 1 2 6 0 1 7 . h t m l   2  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 2 .  W e b .  

― L i t  f o r  L i f e  2 0 1 4 :  A r a v i n d  A d i g a  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  D a v i d  

G o d w i n . ‖  Y o u T u b e  ,  u p l o a d e d  b y  T h e  H i n d u ,  2 3  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 4 ,  

A c c e s s e d  2 8  A p r i l  2 0 1 9 .    

w w w . yo u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = o e S 8 X x I 9 Q A c  

― N o  c o n t r o v e r s y  m a k e s  A r u n d h a t i  R o y  a  h a p p y  a u t h o r . ‖  

T e l a n g a n a  T o d a y  1 7  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9 ,  o n l i n e  e d . :  

w w w . t e l a n g a n a t o d a y . c o m / c o n t r o v e r s y - a r u n d h a t i - r o y - h a p p y -

a u t h o r  .  W e b .  A c c e s s e d .  1 7  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9 .   

  

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/arundhati-roy-the-good-of-small-things-126017.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/arundhati-roy-the-good-of-small-things-126017.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/features/arundhati-roy-the-good-of-small-things-126017.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeS8XxI9QAc
http://www.telanganatoday.com/controversy-arundhati-roy-happy-author
http://www.telanganatoday.com/controversy-arundhati-roy-happy-author
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Se lec t  B ib l iography  

 

 

A l t h u s s e r ,  L o u i s .  L e n i n  a n d  P h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  o t h e r  E s s a y s .  T r .  

B e n  B r e w s t e r .  D e l h i :  A a k a r  B o o k s ,  2 0 0 6 .  P r i n t .  

B a k h t i n ,  M . M .  T h e  D i a l o g i c  I m a g i n a t i o n ,  e d .  M i c h a e l  H o l q u i s t .  

T r .  C a r y l  E m e r s o n  &  M i c h a e l  H o l q u i s t .  D e l h i :  P i n n a c l e  
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